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‘Art of ANGLING
" Tmproved, inall its parts, Efpecially -

FLY.FISHING:
CONTAINING

A “?articular Account of the feveral Sorts of Frefhe
ater FI SH, with their moft proper BAIT S,

"ALSO

The N;més, Colours, and Seafons of .all the moft
. Ufefal FL1ES.

With Dire&ions for making each FLY Artificially
* In the moft Exaé&t manner, &t, .

‘The whole Interfpersd with many Curiousand
: Uncommon Obfervations. -

‘RICHARD BOWLKER.

B3 pifcem tremsla Salientem ducere Seta.  Mart :

WORCESTER:
Printed by A, Olipm,' in Kigh»Street,
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To the Right HONOURABLE

HENRY ARTHUR Lord HERBER’I‘
| OF

CHIRBURT

 Farl of ?OWIS,
. AND |

Vifcount LUDLOW.
My LORD,

I T is with the greateft Submnﬂion
. that 1 prefume to lay ‘this llttlc
T'reatife of ANGLING at 2unr Lord/bzp s
Feet: The. Obfervations contained in it
are fuch as I have been enabled to make
chiefly by 2our Lord/bip’s Indulgence,

on the Banks .of thofe happy Streams
which Water 2vur Demefnes belong-

A 2 g ;q‘q ‘



o The _Dedz"mtiaﬂ

ing to Oakley Park: And the only Ex-
cufe I can offer for prefixing fo great 2
- Name to fo humble an Effay, is 2our
| well known Inclination’and, Propenfity
~ to Encourage any, even the meaneft
- Productions of Art. ' That. 204 may
long Enjoy thofe Honours which have
. been Confer’d on 2oxr diftinguifh’d Me-
rit by the Favour of 2our Prince, and -
the united Suffrage of 2vur Country,
is the Sincere and Ardent Wifh of

My Lord,
Lour Lordfhip’s
. _Mo/f Obedient
 4nd moft wwc‘md B
Humble Seroant
Richard Bowlker,
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o Art of ANgriNe ;

/

AND

’Compleat,'Fly-‘F vivlfher;

1

NGLING hasalways been des
All fervedly reckon’d one of the mo
innocent and defightful Recrea-
tions of the Sportfmian : It gives
the-Mind .a° very agreeable and
Ny Fauneld amufing Entertainment, . and at
=t QU] the fame time coMributés not a
Tittle to the Health and Vigour of the Body, by the
motlerate and gentle Exercife it requires, as well as
by the wholfome and refrefhing Air that plays up-
ont the Water. The Defign of the followiiig Sheets
is t contribute what I .can towards the Improves
ment and Perfe&tion of this excellent Art, particu-
larly of that delightful Branchiof it Fly-Fithing;
therein the Reader may be affured chat the Direc-
tions he will meet with a’ée not the ¢rite and com=
S mon




2 . TheArtof AncrivG.

mon ones frequently taken upon :ruft from others,
and generally found unfuccefsful upon Tryal;. bue.
they will be for the moft part new and uncommon,
founded upon repeated Obfervations of my own,
and confirm'd by many Years Praltice and %xperi-
ence in the Art. The manner in which I intend
to treat this Subje& will be this; after mentioning
the Rivers (at leaft the chiefeft of them) which are
the Scenes of the Angler’s Diverfion, to defcribe the
different Kinds of Fifh their Inhabitants; their fe-
veral Natures and Qualities; their Haunts and
P aces of Feeding and Retirement; the varicus
kinds of Foods and Baits adapted to e:ch particular
kind of Fifh, together with the moft proper Times
and Seafons of ufing them; and mcre efpecially
the great Diverfity of Flies which Nature produces
for them, in a wonderful, yet regular Succeffion ;
with Direttions for making the Artificial-Fly, and
a particular account of the necéflary Materials, as
Feathers, Furrs, &c. requifite to make every fort of

Fly in fech manner as to have the peareft refem-

blance to the Natural.

The Number of our Rivers in England, are by
fome reckon’d to be Three Hundred and Twenty«-
five, moft of the Principal of which are as follow :

Thames- ~ Breton ~ Dove Kennet -
Severn Calder Dun Lea :
Trent Cherwell Dart Line .
Humber - Churner “ Eden - Lavant
Medway = Chelmer Eamon Lon

Tweed Coln Evenlode Lowther ,
Wye Clun Ex Lug

Avon Crouch Frome Merfey

Are _ Dee Ifis Monnow -
Arun Derwent + Itchin Nen

Blithe Deben Iddle Nadder
o ) Nyd
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Nyd Ribble Tine Wey
Oufe’ Rumney ~ Teft Waveney
Orwell Stour | Teme Witham
Onny Swift Thryn Windrufh
Parrec . Stroud Tees Wath
Plim Sow Ver Willey
Petterel Sherburn Usk Warf
Rother Salwarp Ware Youre
Reck © Swall Wever Yare
Rhea Tame Weland

Roden ‘Tamer Wensbeck

Tuames the chief River of the Ifland, is com-
pounded of two Rivers; Tame and Ifis ; the former
rifing in Buckingham!iire, the other about two
Miles Weft of Cirencefter in Gloucefterfhire ; and
uniting their Streams wth their Names ncar Dor-
chefter in Oxford{hire, makea fine beautiful River,
which from thence is call’d by theabove fingle
Name of Thames; which flowing and journeying
on thro#gh the feveral Counties of Berks, Bucking-’
ham, Middlefex, Surrey, Effex and Kent, joins the
Medway in the very Mouth ot the Britith Ocean.

SEvERN is alfo a large and beautiful River,
which for the length of its Navigation, may rival
or even exceed the former: It has irs Rife in Plin-
limmon-H:ll in Montgomeryfhire, and is capable of
carrying large Boats and Barges in the fame County.
It wathes in its Courfe the Walls of Shrewsbury,
Worcefter and Gloucefter, and feveral other Places
of lefs Diftinttion, and at laft difembngues itfelf
into the Briftol Channel about feven Miles below
that City. :

Trent, fo call’d from its producing thirty
Kinds of Fifh, or from its reception .of thirty lefler
Rivers, has its Fountain in Staffordfhire, and flow-

“ing through the feveral Ccunties of Nottingham,
Lincoln, Leicefter and York, augmenteth the tur-
, B2 bulent



4 The Art of ANGLING
bulent River Humber, the .moft violent Current of
all the Ifle. :

Humexr is not properly g/ diftin& River, as.
not having a Spring-Head of its own, but is rather’
the Kouth or Recepeacle of divers other Rivers, e-
ipecially the Derwent, Oufe,and Trent, herc con-

uent and meeting together, - - -

Msoway is a Kentifh River, remarkable for
barbouring the Royal Navy, .

Tweep isa River on the North-Eaft Bounds of
England, dividing it from Scotland, on whofe Banks.
f:ands the ftrong and memorable Town of Berwick.

Wy E is a large and pleafant River which run
with a winding Courf¢ through the Counties oz

Brecknock, Hereford, Monmouth and Gloucefter,

and at laft falls into the Briftnl Channel. . There
is another River of the fame Name in Dorfetthire
(tho’ differently {pelt) upon the Mouth of which
ftands-the Town of Weymouth, fo. cali'dfrom its
Situation. It is not unufual to have feveral Ri-
vers call'd by the fame Name, fometimes three or
tour; asis remarkable in the Names Avon. Scour,
Qule and fome others, of which there gre feveral
io call'd in different parts of England, :

Tusrer way poflibly be fome Rivers omitted
in the praceeding Catalogue as confiderable as many
of thofe there fet down : There are alfo inpumera-
ble Biooks and Rivulets (too many to be particu-
Jarly taken nntice of ) that aflord the Sportlman as
much Diverfion as many of the larger Revers. By
thiseneans England enjoys the Advantage of being

Letrer wazter'd than molt Parts of the, Warld;

wiich greatly adds to the Fertility of its Soil, the
Bzauty of the Counrry, and by the greac Plent
"and Variety of Fith here produced, to the Pelight
29 Conventence of Mankind.  Thufe § thallin the
next Place picceed te deferibe,
. o The

-



And Compleat Fly-Fifher. %
The Names of our Frefh-Water Fith are

Salmon Barbe] Minnow or
Salmon Pinks = Ghub or Bot-.  Pink
or Laft-fprings  ling Loach

Pike or Luce Roach Bulhead

‘é‘rou: . ga:s!e : Stickle-%\ack or

Grayling udgeon ack-fharp

Pesrch > Ruff Shgd ®
. Tench Bleak Lamprey

Carp -~ Charr . Lampern

Bream * Guiniad Crawfith

Flounder Eel S

Firt of the Sarmown; the Spawning
time, and Seafons for Feed.

The Salmon is accounted the King of all Frefh-
water-Fith; -and" always breeds in Rivers that
have an immediate Comunication to the Sea;
yet fo high or diftant from it as not to admic
of any 8alt or brackith Tinfture: He's a Fifh
of Prey, has his Tecth'in his Mouth, as gther Fifl
. of Prey have: When in Seafon is adorn’d with a
Row of {mall, round, black Spots aleng the middle - .
of each fide, from Head to Tail. The Salmons are
of feveral Sorts and different Appellations; but for
a nice Tafte Thames’s Salmon’ are reckon’d to ex--
ceed thofe of any orher River: In the River Severn
the Spawning-tiime is in the Month of May; The
Severn-Salmon are likewife excellent in their kind,
and are firft in Seafon of any River I know of in
England ; which is from February to the latter
end of Aprit: 'Tis faid that they dig a private Hole
in the Gravel, and there leave their Eggs, which
early in the following Sgring become Laft-Spring’s
or Salmon-Smelts: After they haye 'fpawn‘ﬂ\ . hoth

: Mare

.
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Melter and Spawner haften to the Sea before Wine
ter: Butif any are flopt by Floodgates, Wares or
Mills, and fo confin'd to the frelh Water; they
become lean, confume and die within a Year or
two at moft, .

- His Haunr.,

Tn the Spring He returns again from Sea into the
Frefh-Rivers, where he fattens ; the Sea adcing
greatiy to his growth and goodnefs: The Salmon
delights to prey and fport in fwift, violent Streams,
and iarge Rivers, efpecially in fuch Waters that
have pebly, gravelly, and fometimes in weedy
Lottoms . Is ever reftlefs, coveting to get near t.e
Spring head , when off prey and fport, he fw:msin
the decp, broad parts, and gencraily in the middle
of the Kiver near the Ground.

Obfervations and Remarks on the littlé¢
Satnmons called SAMLETS; SATMON-
Pinks or SHEDDERS 5 and alfo on the
Lasz-SpriNGs and GRAVEL-LAsT=
SprINGS. |

Thefe fmall Salmons being found in our Rivers of
feveral Sizes, and gning under different Names in
feveral places. may be a Reafon why fome have
thought that the above fmall Fry of che Salmon are
differenc Species or Sorts of Fith; but I conceive
them to be all one ahd the fame fpecies, only they

~ .grow not to compleat Salmans or full proportion

under two Years and a half; and the reafon for my
« Opinion js, becanfe I could never find any Spawn
in any of thofe of feffer Size, before théy came to
b¢ §almon ; which molt certainly they would h;v;



And Compleat Fly-Fither. 2
had, if of-a different Species. The Laft-Springs,
Shedders, or Gravel-Laft-Springs, fo called in fome
Countries, are but one Sort or Species of Fifh; are
very plentiful in the Rivers, Severn, Wye and Dee
from the latter end of March to the latter end of
November, and are much like to the Salmon-l’rz
only the Salmon-Fry return to the Sea in Marc
and April, whereas the Laft-Springs and Shedders
ncver leave the freth Water: The little Gravel-
Laft-Spring. is a Species of itfelf, 'which in the Ri-
vers Wye and Severn fpawn in the latter end of
Auguft and September, and at that time thofe Ri-
vers abound with thém: There are fome of them
at all times of the Year, but at the latter end of
Auguft I have catcht ten or twelve dozen of them
in an Afternoon: I had the Curiofity of opening
fome of them, and found them to be full of Male-
Spawn near fheding, bur never could perceive any
Female-Spawn, therefore am certain this muft
be a Species of itfelf, as having Spawn, but
cannot account for this Fith having no Female
Spawn which may be difcern’d: Many have
been of Opinion that they are the Spawn of
the Sick-Salmon, which cannot get out of the frefh
Rivers to Sea, and being the Off-fpring of a weak .
Seed or (generation, is the Reafon of their dimini-
tive Size %nd incapacity of Breedingagain; but X
take this to be an Error; becaufe- the Salmon ever
Spawn when in perfe Health only, before their
tume of going to Sea, and Spawn no more till their
next return to the freth Water, for unlefs they re-
turn to Sea, thereby to be purg'd and cleans'd by
_ the Salt-Water, they pine away and die in their
Imprifonment, either by exceffive cold in frefh Wa<
ter, or for want of Purgation, er both: Now the
Pirging of the Salt-Water may as well bea reafon
why Salmon grow f{o faft, as the want thereof the

'
caui~

; .
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caufe why they pine away and die {o foon, whent
¢onfin'd to freih Rivers, for Salmon -being Fith of
grey and great feeders, Nature direlts-them to
Salt-Water, as Phyfick to purge and cleanfe them;
not only from their Impurities after Spawning, but
from all their muddy and grofs Humours acquird
by their exceflive feeding all the Summer in frefli
Rivers, and hardens their Fat and Flefh, which
makes them not only grow the fafter, butalfo be-
. come the more whelefome Food, favoury and grates

ful to Mankind,

. 4 ., v

Of His Feeding time and Baits. -
The Salmon is to be taken with the Trout’s baits;
they commonly lie in thie middle of the rough, and
upﬁer part of a gentle Stream, when onprey', theif
‘beft feeding-time is from fix till hine ih the Fores
noon, and from three in the Afternson till Suns
fetting in a clear Water, when the Wind blows
modcrately againft the Stream: The only Months
. of fporting for him are, from the teginning of
March till the end of Auguft; he is to be Fith'd for
with the fmall Laft-Spring, Flie or Worm bait; but
the firft is the beft; You muft tfole fof him in the
fame manner as you do for Pike, which is particu=
Jarly defcribed ‘in the following Sheets; when
firuck, he begins to plunge and leap, but runs not
to the end of the Line, as the Trout will: Some ufe
a Ring on the top of the Rod, thro’ which the Line
may run to its extremity, tho’ a Wheel about the
middle of the Rod;.or medver the hand is much mor&

convedient. - . '

Of the Luce or Pixe.

The Pike is of a lotig and roundifh Body, hasa
plain, fmooth Head, is coveted with {mail Scales’,
. : o

/



And Compleat Fly-Fifhet. &
df a whitifh colour, the Body is fprinkled’ on-
both fides with Yellowith Spots, the young
ones are more green, the upper and lower Jaw
are full of Teeth, and three Rows of Teecth
upnn the Tongue; he's the Tyrant of freth-Water-
Fifh, and reckon'd a longer Liver than any other
Fith, except a Carp; he is very chargeable to his
Owners; the chief of his Subfiftence being upon
other Fifh, even thofe of his own Sp:cies; he will
bite ata Dog or any other Creature he feesin the
Water, of which many Inftances might be given =
A very particular one 1 fhall relate. as follows:

"My Father catcht a Pike in Barn-Meer, (a large
flanding Water in Cliethire) was an' Ell long, and
weigh d thirty five pounds  which he brought to
the Lord Cholmondley ; His Lordfhip ordered it t6~
be turn'd into a Canal in the Garden, wherein
were abundance of feveral forts of Fifh; about
12 Monthsafter his Lordfhip draw’d the Canal and
found that thisovergrown Pike had devour'd all the
Fifh, except one large Carp that weighed between
nine and ten Pounds, and that was bitten infeveral
places; the Piké was then put into the Canal again

« together with abundance of Fifh with him to feed

- upon, all which ke devoured in lefs than a Year’s
'time, and was obferv’d by the Gardiner and Work-
men there to take the Ducks and other Water-fowl
under Water; whereupon they fhot Magpyes and
Crows and throw’d them into the Canal, which the
Pike took before their Eyes; of this they acquainted
their Lord, who thereupon order'd the Slaughter=
man to fling Calf 's-bellies, Chicken’s-guts, and fuch.
like Gurbage to him to prey upon, but being foon
after neglefted he dyed, as fuppos’d for want of = -
Food. It is the general opinion that no other Fifh
will aflociate themfelves with this Water-Tyrant,
for healways {wimsalone, and is the moft bold and’

: : + daring
1
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‘daring of all our freth-water Fifh, knowing no oy
ther pleafure, as we conjetture, than Prey or Reft..

Of the Spawning time.

He Spawns but once a Year, which is ufually a.
bout the end of February or beginping of March,
at which time he goes out of the River into fome
Ditch or Creek, and all the while the Spawner is
cafting her Eggs the Milter hovers over her, but ne-

" ver touches her + The beft of thofe Fifh are thofe
that breed in Rivers, and the Female much prefe-
rable to the Male : Their chief Seafon is from May

~till Candlemas; his feeding is generally upon. Fi
or Fregs, there being a great antipathy’ between

,himdand them; fometimes he feeds ypon Pickrell«
weed. .

There. are Four Ways of taking a

. Pike: y '

The Firft is with a Ledge's bait, which is a bait
fix'd to a certain place; itis beft to kave your
Ledge’s-bait living, whether it be a Fifh or krog,
and to keep them zlive the longer, oblerve this me«
thod : .J€it bea Fifh, asa Roach or Dace, which are
I think moft tempting (tho’ a Perch lives longeft
upoh the Hooi) having-cur cff his Fih on the back,
which may be done without hurting him, make
fuch incifion between the Head and the Fin, as you
may put the Arming Wire of your Hook intoit,
taking care to hurt the Fith as little as may be, and

o carrying the Wire alonghis back intoor near his
- Tail, Letween the Skin and the Body ; draw out
- the Wire at knother Incifion near the Tail, thentie
‘him abeut with Thread, but no harder than ju{: ;:

. B ' ho



. And Compleat Fly-Fifher. 11
bold him to the Wire to “avoid hurting the Fifh ;
fome ufe a Piobe to open the paflage for the more
‘eafi¢ entranse of the Wire, but without fo much
trouble a lictle Experience will make you perfeét in
this matter: When your bait isa Frog, it may be
¢ither a Water or Land Frog; chufe the Yelloweft
you can get, for that the Pike likes beft; and be-
tween the Months of May and Aucuft they are moft
beauciful : To preferve him long alive, manage him

* thus, pur your Hook isi at his Mouth and eutat his.
_ Gills, then with a fine Ngedle and Silk fow the upa
per wt of his Leg with one Stitch only to the arm-
mg Wire, (or if you tie his Leg faftabove the upper
Jointit will do as well) Having thus prefared your
« Ledger-bait either with a Fifh ora Frog, faften your
_Hook to a Line, which muft be twelve or fourteen
Yards at leaft in length, then fix the Line to fome
Bough ‘or other reft next the Water, near to the
Hole where you guefs the Pike ro be, then wind
* up your Line o1 a forked Stick with a notch in
one end to keep your Line fix’d to the length you
defign, that when the.Pike comes he may the mope
éafily run off with the remaining part of theLine

. to his Hold, in order to fwallow the bait. ]

The Sccoﬁd.Way of taking a Pike.

Is what we call taking them at Spap; for this
-purpofe your Rod muft be at lealt twelve Foot in
length, veiy firong and taper, but not toe heavy,
with a fubftantia} Loop at the end to put your Line
to, which muft be as long within a Foat as your
Rod : When you bait for the Snap you muft make a
hole.in the Fifh’s fide you intend for the bait as near
... to the middle as you ‘can with the point of your
J ook or Probe, put in your armed Wire and draw
it\OU_t at the Lifh’s Mou(t:h,' then fow up his M{)ﬁh :

) A -
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When you Fifh thus for the Pike, before you firiks
let him run a litcle, and then firike contrary to the.
way he takes: It is beftto ufe a double Spring-hook-
in this fort of Fithing, being much preferable to any
other, and never fails: This manner of Angling is
only proper to be pratticed in March, for then the
Pike s fick and bites fhie, ,

"The Third Way of t.king a Pixe.

Is by fraring or haltering ; and the chief time of
the Year for this is from March to July, and in the
hotteft part of the Day, when the Filh appears, as
they all do towards the top of the Water : When

ou have fpied a Pike, fix your Eye ftedfaftly upon’
Zim without looking off, which will make him the
quicter, and have your Snare with you ready fix’d
after this manner: Take a ftrait taper Pole, that is
fiff and flrong enough, but nct'too heuvy, of about
four Yards in length; faften it to the lefler end g -
fmall piece of hard twifted Whip-cord about a
Yard long, more cr lefs according to the-depth of
the Water, and the other End faftent to a well
Nealed Brafs Wire, made into a Nocfe or Snare
likea Hare Gin; or let itall be ot Nealed Wire .
and no Cord, then having open’d the Noofe wide
enough to {l:p over his head witheut touching him,
let it down with your Pole into the Water even.in
depth with the Pike, two or three Yai ds before him,
and guide it very gently towardas his head, fixing
.your Eye full ypon him till you have put the Snare
over his Head and Gill-Fins,, but no further ; Then |
immediately with a firong Jerk upright. hojft him
inftantly to Land Keeping vour Eye as much as.
you can on the Pike, will caufe him to leok upon
you the more and mind the Snare lefs: Befure
your Pole be not brittle or rotten; Thus you
C may'

. R ) . K N
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* fnay halter other Fifh, as Trouts, Eels, Carp’

and Tench, »
~ The Fourth Way of taking a Pixe.

Is by Trolling, and very pleafant: The Lines
and other Tackle fcr this purpofe are now fo accu-
-rately and exallly made, and fo commenly {oid,
that [ need not trouble you with a defcription of
them: Ir is beft Angling after this manner ina
clear Water, and efpecially ina Windy-day: Some
refer a fingle before a double Pike-hook, and bait~
ing with a Minnow as well to catch Pearch as Pike
by Trolling ; When you arc compleatly fitted with
all Materials, and your Hook is baited, caft your
Fifh-bair up and down in fuch placesas you know
the Pike frequents, letting him fink a confiderable
‘depth, beforefyou pull him upa ain: When the
R Pi)f(,e comes, ifit be not funk too dgeep, you may fee
the Water moye, at leaflt you may feel him; then
Slack your Line, and give him length epcrgh to
run to his hold; whither he will immediately
make and there panch and fwallow the Bait; thus
ler him lie till you fce the Line move, when you
may certainly ‘conclude he hath fwallow'd the
Bait, and is ranging about for more; then with
" your Trole wind vp the Line ’till you think it is,
almoft ftrait, and with a nimble Jerk hcok him
and bring him pleafantly to Land, The Pike loves
- a ftill, thady and unfrequented Water, with a
" Sandy, Chalky or Clay bertom: His beft biting
time 1s early in the Morning or late in the Evening
mn a clear Water and gentle Gales: He takes all
Sorts of Baits, except Flies, but the moft princigal
.are, large Gudgeons, fmall Roaches, and Daces,
large Minnous, Bull-heads, Bleaks, (_in July) vourg
Frogs or Salmon-Smelis ; fome-ule tat Baconvig the
; - Wisoer
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Winter Months; a young Trout, Jack or Perch are

i alfo good: Take care that all your Fifh-baitsare’
; frefb and fweet when you ufe them. |
. . . N

Of the TrourT.

i+ The Troutis a Fifh highly valued both in this

" and Foreign Nations; he feeds clear and purely,
and in the {wifteft Streams; and may juftly claim.
a preference to all frefh-water Fifh ; the ghapc of
itis rather long than broad like a Salmon; it has
a fhort, roundith-Head, a blunt Snout, and isin
many refpeéts’ like the Salmon; his Mouth is alfo
filled with Teeth as the Salmon's are: The beft -
Trouts are either Red or Yellow, tho’ fome are
White, and yet good, but thefe are rarely found :
The Female Trout .has a leffer Head, deepér Body,

- and ufually better Meat than the Male: ’Tis oba
ferv'd that a Hog-b. ck and a little head toany

~ Fith, either Trout, -Salmon, or-other forts, isa Sign

* that fuch Fifh aré in Seafon: There, are feveral
Sorts of Trouts, tho’ they all go under thac general. -

. Name, which differ in their Bignefs, Shape, and
Colour; and in fome- Rivers tgey are fooner ifn
Seafon than others; and in fome longer before they .
go out of Seafon: There isa fort of fmall Troug
which will never tome to any bignefs, but brecd
much more than thofe of larger Size.

The Spawning Time.

The Trout, a little before they Spawn, nfake up
-the River towards the Spring-head, and to admira-
tion will -get thro’ Mills, Wares and Flood-gates;' .
“and up: fuch high and fwift Currents and Places,
as isalmoft incredible, and Spawn in Oober or- -
; - November
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November, but in fome Rivers a little fooner or la.
eer; like the Salmon; contrary to the natural Courfe
of moft other Fifh, which Spawn in warmer Wea.
ther. After Trouts bave Spawn'd, they waft,
Yook big-headed, are fick, lean, become infipid,
are louly and unwholfome, iill Spring comes to
- reftore them to their priftine health; except fome

of the Females that are barren, and continue good
all the Winter; and f{uch are to be found in divers
of our Rivers, ag in Arrow in Hereford-thire;
and alfo in the River Teme, that arifes in Radnor-
fhire, and in Clun Water in Shropfhire: In this
refpeét they may be compar'd to the “barren Doe,
chat comes in Seafon about the middle of Noveme.
-, ber, and goes out the beginning of February.

Hrs Haunts,

. In February, when the Weather becomes warm-
er, Trouts leave their Winter-quarters in the deeps,
to fcour cleanfe, and recreate themfelves in fhal-
Jower Waters and Streams and to preparethemw
felves for their Summer delights; and as they ga-
ther ftrength advance flill higher up the River 'till
they become fetled in their Summer habirations; -
many of them getting as high as they can rowards

the Spring-head of Rivers, as in the preceding
Seltion : In their Travels they fettle for the m:(% ‘
part-in Whirl pools, and Holes into which fwift

Streams, Sharps and Shallows fall; and growing
ftrong feed in the largeft and f{wifteft Currents,

efpecially in the fides and deepeft payts of them,
near to their holds: If they be large Fifh they
commonly lie-ander hollow Banks, worn fo by the |
Streams bearing upon them ; under Roots of Trees,
Boughs and Buﬁ:es, and behind great Stones, Blacks |
and Banks.that jett farth into the Water, ons which
- T v . .~ Streamg

t4
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Streams prefling hard caufe an Eddy or Whirling
back of the Water; and they aifo delight them-~
felves inall fuch places that are fhaled with any
Buth, or cover’d over ivith Froth, Bink or other
thing; conftan.ly waiting and watching for the
Stream to bring fomething down to feed upon, or
for fome fmall Fifh, which they often make their
Prey ; Sometimes they take up their Staticn under
Bridges, and between” two Streams. that run from
under doutle Arches of Bridges; in the returnsog}
Stréams where ths Water feems to boil and role up
znd down, in deep, ftill Waters: They chiefly lurk

 under hollow Banks and Roots of Trees; and for

want of juch hiding places, abfcond under Seggs or
Weeds, the becter tofurprize their Prey, efpecially
in the beginning of the Year before they become
healthy; .but at the latter end of the Year whem
declining in Strength they lie in the Tails of Streams
and when in their very Prime in Mill-heads ot

© Dams and ar the upper end ot Mill-pools, under:

" Planks and Timber and in other déep fwift Streams

. at Locks, Flood-gates and*Wares; ~titus by being

acquainted wich their moft frequented Haunts, the
. Angler may be in the next place, more eafily di«
retted in the various ways of Sporting for them.

The beft Months for Angling for
: ‘ Taourts. | B

The beft four Months for Angling for Troutsare’
March, April, May and June; You may begin in
February if the Weather be open and mild; but
the chiefelt Months are thofe four firft mentioned ; -
-In March and April ’tis. beft Angling for Trouts
twrith a Worm in the Forenoon, and with a Fly or
Minnow all the reft of the Day : But in the Month

- of

L[4
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of May you muft ufe the Minnow and Codbait in
the Forenoon ’till the Fly’s come down: In March
if the Weather be hor, ftill and bright, and the .
Water clear, Angle for ‘them in the fyifteft
Streams, and moft firong part of the River with
Minnow or Worm only, and in the Deeps Morn-
ings and Evenings very early and late; that is if
the Weather proves very tlear and bright. In my
Opinion the Trout is beft in Seafon about‘the bea
ginning of May; before he has fil'd and gorg'd him«
felf with thag Fly, for the May Fly makes the
Belly thin and the Fifh flabby.

Of the GrayLING, his Seafon, and
Shape.

Some are of Opinion that the Umber and Gray-
ling differ only as the Herring and Pilchard do;
but I think they are both the fame Fifh, only dif+
ferent Counties give him' feperate Names : He feeds
like a Trout, but is of another Shape ; for he’s Hog-
back'd, and his Fins flanding upon his back like
thofe of a Perch, his Mouth and Belly touch the

" Ground tngether, which makes me believe he feeds -
moft at the bottom: Asto his Size, he never exceeds -
twenty four Inches in length, is good & palatable
all the Year, but the principal Seafon ‘is from Sep-
tember ’till Chriftmas; at which time he's black
about his Head and Gills and down the Back, his:
Belly is of a dark gray dappled Colour, with beau-
tifuf black Spots; on his Sidesisof a delicate Shape
his Fleth white and firm, his Teeth grow round his
Upper Jaw, as fine as any File, and his Mouth is

.{fo tender on gach fide, ¢ that he often breaks the
hold, when taken; thesefore'tis beft Angling fer
him with a fine Hook, - :

T D His
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. . His Spawning Time.

He Spawns about the latter end of March and
boaginning of April, at which time he lies in tharp
Streams and Brows, and is very apt to rife at the
Artificial Fly, but you feldom take a Spawner:

“The Melter will at that time take a Worm freely.

His Haunt.

His Haunts are the fameas thofe of a Trout, and
H¢'s ufually taken with ‘the fame Baits and after
the fame manner: FHe will takea Fly, Worim, or
Maggot, but the laft moft freely, but is very game-
fome at the Fly or Worm being much fimpler and
therefore bolder than a Trout: He will rife two or
three times at a Fly, if you mifs him: He lurks
clofe all the Winter, but about the latter end of
April fwims very nimbly in the middle of the Wa-
ter, is then extremely aétive and brisk, but dead

. htarted and Cowardly after He's hook'd.

How to take the GRAYLING.

He feeds upon Codbait and Stonebait, and all o-

Jther litcle Infeéts that gacher Husks to preferve them

from che Coldnefs of the Wacer, which are com:
po>'d of Gravel and Sand :- For the Grayling plows
and routs up the Gravel to feck his Food, as natural
as the Hogs plow for theirs: I have often feen half
a dozen Graylingsat a time routing the Gravel vp
and catching at every thing that was like Food :

. When you Fith for him wichin Water, let your

Bair or Shot drag upon the Ground, for he willras

_ther take it from the bottom, than afcend ; There-

fore when you Angle particularly for him; Ulea
- Cork-flcat

1
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Cork-float rather than a runningLine. Indeed I
cannot but think a Trout much inferiour to the
Gfayling for Anglingor Eating: I'm inform'd that
the great River Humber, which runs thro’ part of
Yorkfhire, produces more of this fort of Fith than
any other River in England; and therefore what
we in moft other parts of the Kingdom call Gray-
ling they there (by a refemblance of the Name,
with that of the River) call the Golden-Umber;
Which Epithet they give him becaufe he feeds on
thofe Stony and Gravelly Infelts that gather up the
duft, which is very fine; which duft when mix'd
with the Slime in the Fifh's belly thines like Gold.

Of the PercH, his Spawning time, and
Shape,

The Perch is a very ‘good and bold biting Fifh,
isone of the Fifhes of Prey carrying his Teeth in
his Mouth, whieh is very large; he’s very ravenous
and a great devourer of ~ his Brethren, has a hog-
back and arm’d with fharp Prickles; his Skin is co-
ver'd over with thick, dry, hard Scales, having two
Fins at his Back: The Sea Perch has but one Fin
on his back, and is efteem’d 4 much better Fith:
He Spawns in May: As to his Shape, he's dee
body'd, about fourteen Inches in length, oftencr
lefs, tho' there have been {eén of them two Foot
long. ‘

With what,Béfts, and how to take the
_PercH.

)

There are feveral Baits which will take him, .but
he bites as freely at the three followingas at any or

D= alt
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all others whatever ; that is, the Worm, Minnow,
or little Frog; and of all Worms, Itake the Dung-
hill-Worm, called the Red-Worm, to be the beit,
when well fcovred in Mofs or Fennel : And if you
rove for a Perch with a Minnow, let it be alive,
and ftick the Hook un its back Fin or vpper Lip, and
Jet him Swim up and down in Midwater'or a little
lower, ftill keeping bim about that depth with a
Cork, which ought not to be very fmali; "and you
mutt be fure to lead your Line within ¢ Inchesora
Foot of the Hook, for that will keep the Bait under
Water ; or elfe he will come to the top when tired;
This is as good a Bait for the Troutasany: When
ou Fith with a Frog, you muft put the Hook

through the Skin of his back, for then he will fwim
without interreption: When either Trout or Perch
bite, befure you give him Line enough that he may
orge the Bait, or elfe the Hook being cover’d with
the bait will fip out of his Mouth,” This way of
Fithing for Perch is beft in the Months of May and
June, tor then they are roving about for the Spawn
of the Roach or Dace, The beft way of gathering
thefe Fifh together is to take half a dozen Clay-
Balls, about the Siz: of a Penny-loaf, of the ftiffeft,.
faftést Clay that can be had, and make them round
“and full ot holes; but you theuld firft have ready a
Jarge quantity of Lob-Worms. then put one end of
every Worm into each hole and clofe the Clay faft
vpon them: Thus having filld and ftuffd all the
Balis, take them to the Pool, Pond, or River, where
you intend to Angle; throw two or three Ballsina
place at about a Yard’s diftance ‘from each other;
thefe Worms in the Balls being alive, twift and
twine themfelves which tempts the Fith to feed
boldly upon them: This is the moft fingular
Ground-bait I know of to take Carp, Tench, Perch,
Bream or Barbel : Youmay amufe them with ﬁlf'l‘:ld
‘ e
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Malt-or Grains; but they'll Eat very little of it: In
often ufing - thefe Ground-baits as above, vou will
draw the Fith tog:ther narural as Poultry to the
Barn-door : And when they frequent thofe Balls
forgec not the ufe of the Maggot, which is the beit
of all Ground-baits.

Of the ATENCH.

The Tench, the Phyfician of Fifhes, is obferv'd
to love Ponds better than Rivers, and to prefer Pits
~ to either: This Fith 1s Leather-mouth'd, has very
large. Fins, fmall and fmooth Scales, a red Circle
about his Eyes, which are Jarge and of a Gold Cn-
lour; from each Corner of his Mouth bangs down
a little Barb: This Fifhis ufed in Medicinal Cafes,
and much commended for wholfome Food: He car-
ries a natural Balfam to cure both himfelf and o-
thers; and yet lovesto feed in very fowl Water
and amongft Weeds: 'Tis a general Accepration.
that when any other Fifh receives wound or hert
he will fearch for the Tench, and endeavour to rub
himfelf againft him ; which proves a certain Cure
by Vertue of the Balfam or Slime that is naturally
upon the Tench. '

The Spawning Time and Seaflon.
‘Hé begins-to Spawn in June, and in fome Ponds .
mt till the latter end of Julg, and lives fome time
€.

out of Water and is beft in Seafon from the latter
end of September ’tillthe lacter end of May.

His Biting Time and Baits.

He'll bite at a well feour'd ved Worm, a Maggot
&

’
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a young Wafp Grub, beiPd or a green Worm from

the Boughs of the Trees : I reckon thefe four the beft
fort of Baits thatare; His biting Seafon is from the
beginning of April *till the latter end of May =
Whether you Angle for him in Pond or River, bair-

. the place firh w.th the fame Balls as dite&ted for the

Perch or Carp ; but be fure if you have Maggots,
throw in a few ar the gaking of every Fifh, for that

. will keep them together: The Size of your Hook

muft be-trom Number fix to Number three, whipt
to a ftrong Sea-Grafs or Silk-worm-gut, two or three-
Shots at the .Line for Pond-filbing will be enough -
witha Swan or Geofe-quill Floate : The fame Fith-

. ing Tackle will ferve for Carp, Perch and Tench;

His firiking time, or hours of Motion are about

- Eight, Twelve, and Four, Night or Day in the

three hnt Months: If you can wad ethe Pit or Pond

+ where Carp or Tench'are, you may ftir the Mud .

with your Feet or with any Inftrument ’till you
make the Water very muddy; which will throw,
every Fifh up to the Top of the Water, and make

* them put their Notes out of the Warer for Air:

+ This I have experienc’d in Chethire, and then you

' may take out what Size you pleafe; but this muft
be done in very hot Wearher: The muddy Warer
makes them very 8'ck for che prefent, butin half
an Hour's time they’ll recover and retire to the
‘ Lottom again. E

Of the Carr, His Shapve,van'd‘CoIou'r.:

- The Carp is a ftately and very fubtle Fifh; Stiled.
‘the Freth-Warer-Fox, he is originally of Foreign
~Growth; his Back rifes from his Head fomewhat
"Sharp and Edged,is covered with very large, ftrong,
‘broad Scales, isof a yellowifh Colour, efpeci;lly
- : when

0
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when arrived to an Age : the younger fort are more
inclin'd to a dusky Colour; his tead is thort, in
proportion to tire relt of his Body; hasno Teeih and
fwims with broad Fins, his Tailis bread and fork<
ed, of a Colour between red and black, asis alfo
the laft Fin; neither has he any Tongue, bur . in-
ftead thereof, Nature has given him a Flefhy Palate
_to rehfh his Food » He's obferv’d to breed feveral
Months in the Year, contrary to the Nature of moft
other Fifh: To firengthen this Conjctture, you fhall
feldom take a Male Carp withouta Milt, or a Fe-
male without much Spawn ; efpecially all the Sum-
mer Seafon: She breeds mere naturally in Ponds
than in running Water, (if the breeds there atall)
but the River Carp for Eating is prefer'd to' all o-
thers: He's very difficult to take, and there’s a
Necetlity of exercifing the Vercue of Patience when
you {port for him; for I have known the beft of
Anglers ufe their utmoft Artand Diligence for ma‘r%y
Hours to take him: In fome Ponds they are as dith-
culc to take as in a River; thacis where they have
ftore of Feed and a clear Water: He is to be filhk’'d

.for early or late; - you cannot go to an Extreme in
.either,

The Spawning Time, -

She begins to Spawn in May; and when a Fe-
male Carp goes to calt her Spawn, three or four |
Milters follow her, and the diffembling a Coynefs,
they force h& thro’ Weeds and tlags, where fhe
drops her Spawn:. which fticks faft to the -Weeds,
then the Male performs his Otlice, and all the Spawn
i~ Milted upon, ina thore tiine becomes living Fifh
They begin to Spawn at Four Yearsold: The Carp
and Tench are the caly two Fith that cughe to be

nat



oy

24  The Artof AnGLING

ut in & Pond together ; and thrive beft in Mar! or
lay bottoms. -

'

His Haunts.

There is fcarce any fort of Fifh that loves a cold
hungry Water, but fuch Water as comes off rich,
fat Soils, and is very foft ; in thefe all forts of Pool
Fifh delight and thrive: It is imprudent to keep
any other Fith with Carp and Tench, efpecially

‘Roach and Dace, for they deftroy the Carp’s Food

There are Pike, Perch, Roach, Dace, Bream and
Slate the moft fit to keep Company together.,

Of His Bitihg times and Baits.

He bites at a well fcoured red Worm. Maggot,
Wafp-Grub, or the green Worm from Boughs,
Treesor Buthes; which laftis a very natural Bait,

-There are many forts of Paftes chat are mention'd

for taking of Carp and other Fifh; but Ilonk upon
them to be very ordinary, the four forts of Bairts
abovemention d 'being the beft I have experienc’d
for the taking of Carp, Tench and Perch, by rea-
fon you can raife quantities of them to bait your
holes, which will certainly draw them together
if youdo ita Day or two before you intend to An-
gle; butin cafe the Fith are fhy, you muft conti-
nue to tairt the holes for a Fortnight or three Weeks
together once a Day, then you may depend on Sport:
But if the Pool or Pond be well ftor’d wich thele
fort of Fith, you need not bait where you purpofe
to Sport above an Hour or two before hand : Your
Worms maft be of the red or white Sort, not toa
large, and well Scoured: There are many other

Baits
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Baits; but thefe with Diligence and Patience will
take 2 Carp fooner than any other Iever tried:z
He's gencrﬂ,ly caught at the bottom where the Line
and Lead is not difcovered, as it is in Midwater ;
By baiting the Holes before you Fifh for him, and
tafting your Baits without difturbance or Treachery
will make him feed bold and not apprehenfive
of being betray’d; Ufea long Rod and &uill-F loat,
keeping opt of fight as much as you can whilft Ang-
ling ; when you ftrike him give him play enough,
otherwife he will break all your Tack, for he is not
only a ftrong Fith buta great ftrugler; and if he is
a'large Fifh, as foon, as he takes the Bait will run
immediately to the other fide of the River or Pond =
He's a Le ther-mouth’d Fifh, his Age is varioufly
determin’d, but .moft think that he commonly ar-
rives to the Age of 4n or g0 Years: He's beft in Sea-
fon in March and April.

Obfervations on the Breeding of Carp:

Unlefs Gentlemen take more care than they have
done -of late Years, ‘it is impoffible to have large
Carp; becaufe they overftock the Pool with them,
which keeps the Fith ean, and caufes them to breed
in Abundance: And when they once begin to breed
will never grow to any Size afterwards; neither
will the Spawn of little Carp ever grow to be large;
for when they take to breed at two or three Years
old, the Fifh of fuch Spawn will nevér grow to be
large, chauﬁe them into ever fo many Waters; for
it'is as much impoffible to have lurge F.th irom the
Spawnof fmall ones; as it is to expeét a large Breed

Fowls from a Guinea Cock and Hen; for when
. the-Carp Breed fo young, they may properly be

calld of the Dwarfkind: Now if Gentlemen are.

defirous to Breed their Fi{f}: large, leg them pick ou
’ ' ' the
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" the Males and Females of fuch Sort of Fifh they de3

light in, of the largeft Size; then put them into’

their Breeding Pans or Pools; and be fure cleanfe

the fame firft of all other Fifh; thusin two or three
Years time thRX will have che ri%ht Store Carpj;’

then take the' Males and Females o

thefe Fifh, and’

ut them feperate into your Pans or Pools, and in
ew Years they will become large Eating Fifh: By

thus managing and fhifting your Fifh, you'll havea

conftant Stock ; but then you ought once jn three

Years to examine if the Water agrees with them :
Befure that wur Fifh for Breeders are each four or

five pounds Weight at leaft, and as much bigger as

poffible : For the Fry of a large Fifh will grow toas’

large a Size in four or five Years time, as thofeof a -

{mall § ze will in ten Years; contrary to the Judg-
ment of moft Gentlemen, who beliéve that the Wa-

ter and Feed add to the growth of the Carp, and

therefore regard not what fiz"d Fifh they.Breed from
which is a very great Error, .

’How to Preferve and Feed Fifh in

Poors. - :

- When you intend to flock a.Pool with Carp or

Tench, make a clofe Ethering Hedge acrofs the
head of the Pool about a Yard diftance off the Dam -

and about three Foot abnve the Water, which is

the beft refuge for them I know of, and the'only - ‘

method to preferve Pool Fifh; becaufe if any one
attempts to Rob the Pool, Muddy’s the Water or
difturbs it with Nets, moft of the Fifh, if not all,
immediately fly between the Hedge and the Dam
to preferve themfelves; and in all Pools, where-

- there are fuch Shelters and Shades, the Fith delight

to Swim backwards and forwards through and round

1
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the fame, rubbing and fporting themfelves there-
with. This Hegge ought to be made chiefly of
“Orls, and not too clofe. the Boughs long and ftrag-
Jing towards the Dam, by which means you may
feed and fatten them as you pleafe: The beft Baits
- for drawing them togetier‘a firft - are, Maggots or
.igu'ng Walfps, the next are, Bullocks-Brains and
Lob-Worms chopp'd together. and thrown into the
JPools in large Quantities, about two Hours before
Sun fet Summer and Winter: By thus Ufing thefe
-Ground Baits oncea Day for a Fortnight together;
‘The Fifh will come as conftantly and naturally to
the Place as Cattle to their Fodder; and to fatisfy
your Curiofity and convince you herein ; after you
‘have baited the Pool for fometime as direted, take
:about the Quantity of a Two-penny Loaf of Wheat-
‘en Bread, cat it into Slices and wet it, then throw
it into the Pool where you had baited, and the
‘Carp will feed upon it; after you have us'd the
.wet Bread three or four Morsiings, then throw fome
'ﬁ'ry Bread in, which will lie oh the top of the W3-
-ter: And if you watch out of fight of the Fith, you
will prefently fee them {wim toitand Suck itin: T
Jook upon Wheaten Bread to be the beft Food for
them, tho’ Barley or Oaten-Bread is very good. . If
‘there be Tench and Perch in the fame Pond, they
will feed upon the four former Baitsand not touch
the Bread. Indéed there is no Pool Fifh {o Shy and
Nice as 3 Carp, as I have before obferv’d: When
the Water js difturb’d Carp will fly to the'fafeft
Shelter they can, which 1one Day obferv'd, when
-affiting a Gentleman to Fifhi his Pool . for another
“Perfon difturb’d the Water by throwing thie Cafting
‘Net, but caughtn ver a Carp; Whereupon two or
three of Us Stripp’d and went into the Pool, which
was provided with fuch a Sort of a Hedgein itas
is before deferibed, whérhe’r the Carp bad ﬂe{gl for
3 .o B 2 are”
o T T -
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fafety, then Fifhing with our Hands on both fidgs

the Hedge, thatis, one on either Side, We catch’d

what quantity of Cdrp was wanting: -Carp area
-hardy rith and will live longer out of the Water
than moft other Fifh. * I fhall Conclude with a par-
-ticular Obferyation on this Head, as given by a
late ingenious Author: Carps, fays he, will live
out of Water in an open place only with much Air
as is manifeft by the me&od of Fattening them in
Holland, and which has been pratticed here in En-
gland. viz. They hang them up ina Cellar or fome
<ool place on wet Mofs in a {mall Net, with their
Heads out with a Packthread through the upper

. Fin to keep them upriEht and thus feed them with

White Bread and Mil

for many Days: This, adds
our Author, was told me by a Man very curious
and of great Honour and Eminency, whofe Word,
If I might name him, no Body .would queftion
Indeed I myfelf have {een this e;tperienc’g, and as .
it is'an inftance of the Refpiration of Fifhes, very
fingular and fomewhat out of the way, Ihavye fog
-the Reader’s diyerfion taken Notice of it. ’

Of thé BREAM, .

The Bream is a broad Fifh, of a fmall Head, fharg,
Snout, the top of the Head fomewhat broad an
fmooth, the Back bending and edged, rifing fenfibl
from the Head like 2 Swine; the Colour of his Bac

" is betwixt Blueand Black, his Sides & Belly White;

efpecially in thofe that are young and lean ; but the
Sides of thofe that are of fuﬁ growth fhine of a Gold
Colour, and their Belly is Red ; the Mouth in pro«
.portion,fo his Size is very fmall and without Teeth,

-the palate of him js Soft and Flefhy, like that of 3
* Carp, and the Fleth of him is fozt

P, a yxd clammy;
This Fifh very.much refembles a Catp, bcingb",e" |
‘ broad -

\
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$road, with a forked Tail, and his Stales fet in exa
celtent Order; he has large Eyes, buta fmall fuck=
ing Mouth; The Milter is obfervd to hsve two
Jarge Milts, and the Spawner two large pags of
Spawn : The beft parts of this Fifh for Eating are,
his Belly and his I-Fead: 'Tis faid that Breams and
Roaches will ‘mix their Eggs and Milt together, by
_ "which means there is in many places a Baftard Race
of Breams, which never grow to be large, are very

pumerons but not good for Eating.

The Spawning Time.

Breams Spawn the latter end of Juneand begina .

ning of July; and are beft in Seafon a little betore
they Spawn, tho’ fome think them befPin Septem-
- ber, having then had their Summer’s Feed.

Their Haunts., . '

They Swim in Sholes or great Companies, des
lighting moft in gentle, foft Streams, Sandy or Clay
bottoms, in the deepeft, brradeft, ard middle jarts
of Ponds, and in the deepeft, troadeft, and moft

uiet places in Rivers near unto Weeds: The
aream and Roach are Fifh that live and delightas

well in Rivers that are dead and heavy Watersas

in Pools; efpecially in a River called Avon in War-
v!rlick{hire and Wordefterfhire, where are plenty of
them.

How and with what Baits to take the
: BREAM.
There are many fofts of Baits wherewith to take _

him, yiz. Red Worms well fcoured, but they like,
Lo C - ; Gentles
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~Gentlésand the young Wafp-brood beft; which 1ah
-fhould be boiled in a Pot or Kettle, or dried on a
Tile Stone before che Fire; which makes them nat
-unlike the Gentles; or eltea Worm like a Maggnt,
which is found at Dock Roots, Flags, Segs, or Rufh-
esin Watery places; he'il alfo bite ata Grafshopper
in June or July, or at feveral Flies under Water,
found on Flags that grow near the Water-fide:
“There are feveral other good forts of Baits but this
following (communicated tome by an excellent Angz
ler,) I prefer tn them all either for Carpor Bream,
that is; Tane the largelt Red Worms you can get -
« without a Knot, which are to be found in great
~ _Numbers in an Evening in Garden-Walks or’ on
‘Chalky-Commons after a Shower of Rain: Keep 2
uantity of them by you inan Earthen Pot, in clean
ofs, well-wafh’d, pick’'d and fquees’d as dry as
offible: Renew the Mofs every fourth Day for three
eeks or a Month together ; then your Bait will be
in perfeftion : Having thus prepared your Baits,
have your Fithing Tackle ready after this manner:
“Take three long Angling Rods, three or four Silk,
or Silkand hair Lines, and as many large Swan or
Goofe-quill Floacs; then faften Leaden Plummetsto
the lower end of your Line, about a Foot oi ten
Inches diftance from the Hook , but befure the Lead
is heavy enough td fink the Float, .and noc the Float
~ to bear up the Lead : The lower part of your
. Lin¢ next the Hook may be {fmaller than the reft,
- if you dare venture, for fear of taking the Pike or
Perch, who will certainly vifit your Hovks, ’till
; they a e caughr; asI fha{l hereafter fhew, before
either Carp or Bream 'will come near to bite : When-
' the Worm is well baited, it will crawl and work
_ itfelf as far as thé Lead will permit, which much
inticeth the Fifh to bite without Sufpicien: Your
- Baits being thus ready, and your Tackling fitted,
: ' ) repair
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repair to the Rivers, where at three or four o’Clack - -
in a hot Summer’s Afternoon you have feen them
fwim in Shoals, and which is eafily difcern’d;
watch their going out and coming back to their.
Holes, for they return about thofe Hours, moft of
them feeking Fond at the bottom, yet one or two.
moft commonly lie on the Top of the Water, roil-.
ing and tumbling about whilft the reft are at the
bottom under them, thus you will ever perceive one
or more keeping Centry, then obferve where they
play moft and keep longeft which is commonly in

- the broadeft and dcepeﬁ Part of the River; then.

chufe where is a clear Borrom and convenient
Landing-place, take one of your Anglesant found
the Bottom, and let it be atout eight or ten Feet.
deep, and about two Yards from the Bank fs beft, »
Confider next if that Water will rife or fall by next
Morning by reafon of any Water-Mills, near, and
according to difcretion take the depth of the Place.
where you intend afterwards to caft your ground

* Baits, and Fifh to half an Inch, that the Lead ly-

ing on or near the ground Baits, the top of the
Eloat may only appear upright half an Inch above.
the Water : Thus having fixed your place and found
the depth thereof, return home and prepare your -
ground Baits; as follows; take a Peck of fweet..
ground’ Barley Malt, boil it in a Kettle, then ftrain «
it thro’ a Linnen Bag into a Tub, and when Bag &
Maltare almoft colg, take them down o the Warer
fide about eight or nine 0’Clock in the Evening and
not before ; throw in about one half of the ground
Malr, fqueefed hard between your Hands, it will
fink prefently to the bottom; take care that it
lodge in the very place you intend to Angle; if the,
Current run hard or move a little, throw the Malc.
in handfulls the higher up the Stream; béfure you-
{queefe the Malt fo hard in bandfullsthat the Water.

. P will
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will fearcely part it by the finking; having thuy’
baired and prepared your Fithing Tackle, leave the
Bag with the Ground Baits and other Materials near’
the Sporting Place all Night, and about three or
four 6'Clock in the Morning vifit the Water-fide,
but not too near, for thefe Fifhare wery warchfull,
take on¢ of your three Rods gently up iato your
Hands, bait your Hook then caftit over the Ground.
Bair, and foftly and fecretly draw it to you, 'til}
the Lead refts about the Middlé of the Ground Eai,
caftin your fecond Line about a Yard above, and
the third, both baited, a Yard belew thefirft: Fix'
the Rods in the Ground, but befure go fo far from
the Water fide 'till you perceive nothing but the
Ploats, which you muft watch very diligently ; for
when the Fifh bireiyou'll perceive the Float fink’
fuddenly into the Water, yet #un not too haftily ta’
the Rod’till you perceive the Line drawn clear a-
way; ‘then creep to the Water Side, and give as

. much Line as poflibly you can; and if it be a Ca

or Bream, they’ll go to the further fide of the Was
ter, then flrike gently, and hold your Rod fome-

" what floping for a little while, for 1f" you both pull

ou are fure to lofe the Game, either Line, Hook"
or Hold will certainly break : After you have o-
vercome them they’ll make fine Sport, but are very
*fhie to be Landed: The.Carp is more ftrong and
mettlefome than the Bream : If Pike or Perch breed
in the fame River, they’ll bite firft, and muft be
firft taken, for the moft pare they are very large,
“and will repair to your groand Bait; not that they
will eat it, but will Feed and Sport themftlves a-

mongft the young Fry, that gather about and hover"
above the Bait : The way of difcerning and taking’
the Pike, if you mifteuft the Bream Hook, is thus;
Take a fmall Bleak, Roach, or Gudgeon, bait with
-itand fet it alive among® your Rods two' Foot ;Ilecp‘
: 'om
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from the Cork, with a little red Worm on the poine
of the Hook ; then take a handfu] or two of Mag.
gots or fome of the ground Bait, and fprinkle .t
gencly amongft your Rods; If the Pike be there,
the little Fifh wll skip out of the Water, whereby
2'011:; living Bait will certainly be took : Thus con-
inue your Sport from four in the Moming *till eight
And if it be Gloomy and’ Windy they'll bite all
Day ; but that is oo loag to ftand in one place
and may fpoil an Evening’s Diverfion'; which,
thould be thus profecuted ; about four in the After-
nobn repair to the baited Place, throw in one half
of the Remainder of the ground Bait; ftanding out
of fight of the Water, whilft the Fifh gather toge-
ther;' and after fome fhort time of ablence, baic
your tiree Rods again, and put them in as direted
1n'the Morning, and you'll be {ure of excellent Sport
*till eight in the Evening; then caltin there: of
your ground Bait, and at four next Morning Vifit
them again for four Hours, which will be the beft
Sport of all. They are in their prime from St.
James's till Bartholomew’s Day; being always fat-
teft after their Summer’s Feeding. Obferve laftly,
that after three or four Days Fifhing, your Game
will be very thy and timevous, fo that you will
fcarcely have a Bite at a baiting; then ‘defift
for two or three Days, and in the place where you
Jaft baited and intend to renew your baits, take a
Turf of fhort Grafs about the bignefs of a round

Trencher, and with a Needle and green Thread

faften one by one as many little red Worms as will
almoftcover the Turf, then make a hole in the mid-
dle ot a round broad Trencher, and place the Turf

}hereon,, put & Cord thro' it and tye it to a Pole; -

et it thus manag'd, fink dhwn to the bottom of the
Water for the Fifh ro feed upon withour difturbance
for three or four Days and after that time when you

F have

~
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have drawn it away you'll find Spott almoft beycnd
vour Expettation. o :

Of the FLOUNDER!

The Flounder is Originally a Sea Fith without
‘Scales, which wanders verK far into frefh Rivers,
and there dwells and lofes himfelf ; growing twice
his length and about as broad again as when he
quits ‘the Sea: Heis a very wholfome Fith and
Nutritive: The beft are diftinguifhed by . red
- Spots: This Fifh affords much Sport to the Angleg.

¢

His Haunr.

‘He commonly frequents gravelly fandy Bottomss,
deep gentle Streams, near the Banks, or at the end
of a Stream in a deep ftill plage, orin a gentle Stream
that is fomewhat Brackith, and fometimes in the
* deepeft ftilleft part of the River near the Bank, but
not fo frequent as in pretty fwift, or rather gentls
Streams.

His Biting Time and Baits: ;

They'll bite at any fmall Worm, found in Mars'
fhy Ground and Meadows, which fhould be weft
Scoured ;. he is a crafry tho' greedy biter, and will
Nible and Suck at a bait fometime before he takes
it; and if he perceives the Hook, will fly from it:
Thercfore let your bait be always in Motion, which
will make him the more Eager: They'll bite all day
from'Sun-yife to Sun-fet. ‘

. o of
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- Of the BaRBEL.

.t The Barbel is fo eali’d from his Barb or Wattles
at his Mouth; Heisa Leather-mouth’d Fifh, large,
of a fine Caft, and a bandfome Shape, with fmall
Scales, plac'd after a moft exat and curiousmanner ;
but is not reckon’d the, beft of Fifh for Eating, ei-
ther for Wholefomenefs or Taft; the Male howe-
yer is reputed much betters than the Female,
- Their Spawning Titne. .

: They begin to Spawn in 'April, and thsn are-ar
the worft, but qui¢kly become 1n Seafos ; tliey flack
togsther like Sheep: - The Milter and Spawnier hu-
rually labour to hide the Eggs in holes, which the
dig in the Gravel, ¢overing them -éver with Sand,
much ‘li}ce to the Salmon, R ’ e

" His ‘Haunts. N

[ PR . L

Hé is able ta Jive in the {wifteft of Watérs, and

in Summer’ frequents the fhalloweft and ‘fharpeft
Streams, delighting,to lurk under Weedy and feed

- ‘on Grayel againlt a rifing Ground, rutting and dig-
‘aing in_the San;}&)\yithiis Nofe like a Hog, there-
"nefting himfelf; yet fometimes he retires to deep
. and fiift Waters, Bridges, Floodgates and Wares,
‘where he will neft himfelf amongft Piles or in hol-
‘Jow places, taking fuch’hold ‘of Mofs or Weeds,
“that be the Current ever fo ftrong, it'cannot force
him from the place he contends for: Thisis hiscon-
ftant Cuftom in the Summer, when he and moft o-
ther living Credeures fport themfelves in the Sun;
but at the approach of Winter he forfakes the fwift
Streams and ihallow Waters, and by degrees retives
C Fa2 ™
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~ thofe parts of the River, that are duiet and deep,

in which places about April they Spawn, and are
then at the wortt, but foon come.into $¢afon agdin.

" . . Of His Biting times and Baits,

Lo o AR O
The Chubdnd Batbel-#reréckon’d the worft of
cotrfeft of freti Water Fifh, but the BarBel affords
the Angler fine fpore, being o tufty, as frequentlf
to endanger the breaking of the Line, by running
his Head violently towards: ahy Covért, Hole or
Bank then ftriking at the Line with his Tail to
-break jt; he is alfo fo cunning a5 te Niblé¢ and Suck
off your bait clofe 16 the Hpok, yer will avoid lete
ting it; gome iipto. his Mouth i .He is likewife very
.curious in. his Baits, for .they ymuft be.clean and
fweet ' the Worms well fcquyed, not kept in four or
mufty Mofs, for he is a nice feeder, and. at a well
fcoured Lob-worm will bite as boldly asat any baits
. whatever, dfpecially if a Nighc-or two before you

Fith for him, yot Yait th p?l’at:e where you intend
.to Angle wjth large Worms, cutinto pieces: -Nei-
_'th‘er'ti'ﬁ ydu guerhait the place, ‘nof ‘Fith ton earl

Joritoolate for him : Mag'gbts/v{blffcdurcdi are beft tp
“Baic:foi Rini': Laftly when' you‘Fith for the Barbe]
uft a Iong Rot of giod Strength, for you Will ‘find
“him dithtdle to dedl'with's yée‘when odcé firucky

«

[N

‘he felddrh or hever bréaks hishald i He bj,tes‘earlZ- |
~

“from Suh-fife *till ten o’Clock if tlie Morning. an
“from four in the Evening till Sun-fer, {fometimes la-
ter: Their principal Biting Months are, from the
beginning of May 'till the latter end of Auguft.
= . S v
Of the Cuus, CueviN or BorLing;
their Spawning Time, Seefon & Shape.
T ..~ The

.

\
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¢ ‘Thé Chub rnich refembles the Carp, but only of
fomewhat a longer Shape, his Scales are very brodd,
-is Head. fhort, and his Teeth are in his Throat }
He will feed upon litcle Fifh' or Frogs. Abour ¢
Fortrlight before they Spawn, If the Wearher bé
hot they gather together in Sholes, .and appearon
‘the top-of the Watér; and fikewife for a Weck or
Nine Days after, if the'Wehther be ltot and btight
They Spawn in the beginning of May, but I't iné
they &re not in Seafon *till the befinning of Auguff,~

- and fo continue "till the Month of ‘April,’ being in

ﬁi—jeatcﬂ: perfeftion in the Wintér Months, You ma
itand Salt them, which friakes them ir this pd
of the World préferable to'any Salced Fith whare-
ver, as not having the'quantity 'of hairy Bones il'l
them at chac'tife, which ghiey have in May, Jone,
and Julj”. ‘_' : S

' Ctidne :

‘  His Haunts,
“The Chub Iikes Sapdj-'orf'('ll‘ay ﬁmtdm% Jarge

-Rivers and {hady Streams; but their chief abode

us in the Aqgles or de’t}p',ﬂoleﬁ, where the Water

suns not very.quick : They thrive much in Ponds,

anco which any Rivulet runs. .0 - S
His Biting time-and Raits,

His Biting time is from Sun-rifing 'rill ten in the

" ‘Morfiihg, and from four in the Afternoon 'till Sum-
fet; heisto becaughtin thehot Menths ac botterh
-with Cow’s ‘Brdins, Lob- Worms; Grafsh(&per's and

Cod-baits: And at the top with the Cannon dr
Dnawn-hill Fly, the Grafshopper, Caterpiller, May-
fly, or Ant-fly ; thefe are all to be ufed in the man-

nes of Bobbing or Dipping: You anuit be fure to

place
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flaceYourfelf out of fight behind fome Buth or Tree,
or it is to be imagin'd the Chub will fly to the bots
tom of the Water. at the very fhadow of your Rod,
;:eing the moft fearful of all Fifh, and will alfo make
inftantly to the bottom on the Shadow of a Bird
Rying over the Water, but will prefently arifeand
lie floating on the Top again ; at which'time move
iou'r Rod flowly to the Chub you Fifh for, let your
ait fall foftly on the Water three or four Inches
before him, and he will infallibly take, it, for heis
, 4'%Leather_.-mon h’d Fifh, having his, Teeth, ap faid
before in his (Throaf, out of whjch a-Hook fcarce
ever lofeth it’s hold, and therefore give him play
.endugh before you offer.to take him out of the War
fter: There are many baits to take a Chub; asa
black Saail, with its%elly flit to fhow. the White ;
‘fomecimes a Wormm, vrany kind'of Fly; as the Ant
Fly, Fleth Fly, Dor or Beetle ora Bob; whichisa
fhort, white Worm, like to, but bigger thana Gen-
tle or a Cod, or Gafe-worm ; he1F take any of thefe -
very well, and never refufes a Grafshopper at the
‘top of a f{wift-Stream or 3 young Wafp-grub at the
“bottom, which Grubs are found: in " the holes of
- ‘Banks and difcover’d by the old ones going in and
«0ut, and are often found by the Mowers when cut-
ting of Grafs : They muft be-boiled or baked before
ufed : The Chub will likewife bite at red Cherries,
grcvided you bait the hale with them the Night
efore you Fifh: You muft be fure to make ufe of
- the(ame fiz’d-Hook, and alfo the fame fort 6f a Rod
- and Line as for a Carp. The Spawn. of a Chubis
- ‘excellent for Eating, his Head is the beft part of
;‘ h;hmé ;-and cannot be drefs.d too foon .dfter he is
talen. - . . :

, P ’ V Thc
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"~ Of the RoacH and Dace. '

The Roach is fo call’d from his red Fins; he’sd
Fith not much admir'd for his hice taft, but the
Spawri is reckon’d the beft parc of him: He's a
Leather-mouth’d Fith, having a . fort.of Saw-like
Teeth in his Throat: Asa Carpis ftiled the \glat_e;
Fox for his Cunning, fo the Roach is called the
Water Sheep for his Simplicity : *Tis obferveable
that the Roach and Dace recover Strength and are
in Seafon abouta Fortnight after Spawning; the
Barbel. and Chub in a Month, thé Trout in four
Months and the Salmon int the fame time, provided
he returns to the Sea and conies back again into the
frefh Waters: River Roaches are ever preferr'd to
‘thofe in Ponds; but the latter are ufually of a larg-
er Breed : Therearea fort of fmall baftard Roaches
with a very forked Tail, bred in fome Ponds, dif-
fering from the true Roach, as the Pilchard from
the Herring: The Roach makes fine diverfion, e-
_ipecially thofe of the larger Size, they're a very
healthful Fifh, whence comes the Proverb, As found
as a Roach.

His Spawning Time. -

_ TheDaceor Darefpawn about the tenth of March,
and the Rnach about the beginning of May; thefe -
Fifh are beft in Séafon,from Michaelmas *tjll Can-
dlemas, and are very ordinary Eating all the Sum-
mer.

‘, The HAunTts.

_ ‘The Roach and Dace love a gravelly, fandy
Ground beft, and lig in the clearelt deepcl’;y?’n?i
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fiilleft Waters, thatare moftfhaded, andal{foamong
Water-Docks, and under Water-lilly Leaves, efpe.
cially in very hot, Sun-fhine Weather.

T hcix B’iting Time and Baits.

_ ‘The Roach and Dace'is to be ffh'd for jn Wintep
with Gentles or Maggors, but in Apyil with Wormy
and Cadis, or Flies under Water, for be feldom takes
them on the Top, tho’ the Dace in_many of thehot - °
Months will rife above Water. Roaches may alfg
be caught thus; “take an Ant Fly fink him with
little Lead to the Bottom, near the Pilesof a Bridge
or Pofts of a Ware, or any decp Place where they
~‘may lie quietly; pull your Fly up very leifurely,
and you'il havea Roach generally follow your bait
‘to the very top of the Water, gazing and runniog
atit with the utmoft eagernefs; thus are Qgpa.t {tore
"of Roach- caught: You may take both the Roach
Dace or [are with the Gentles or a young Wafg,
'fruh, but when “you Fifh with them you muft be
ure to have a large Hook, a quick Eye, and a nimy
“ble Hand, orthe %ait will be loft: " They will hire
at almoft any Fly, but chiefly the Ant Fly : Inthe
next place 1 fhall inform you'of a Winte:-bait, for
the Roach. Dace, or Chub; If you about -the be-
ginning of Noyember, or fooner, follow the Plow,
when at Work upon Heath or Sandy Ground, or
turning up the Green-fward or Frefh Land, you'll
find a white Worm_ with a red Head, about the big-
nefs of two Maggots; Itisall foft and full of whi-
tifh Guts; there’s a Worm call'd in many Countries
a Grub, bred from the Spawn or Eggs of a Beetle,
which fhe leaves in holes which’ ﬁ\e digs in the
Ground under Cow or, Horfe Dung, which remain
there all the Winter, and in March ot April turn .

CL firlt
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firfi to a red and then a black Beetle: Gather hun~
dred or two of thefe, put them with a Peck or two
- of their own Earth into a fmall Veffel, covering
them down clofe to preferve them from the Cold &
""Froft: Thus you may keep them all the Winter,
-and Kill Fith with them at any time; yec I never
‘found any bait in either Winter or Summer fo good
as Maggots or Gentles: There is another excellenc
Bait, which are Chandler’s-Scratchings ot Croatsz
it being very inconvenient for moft Anglers who
live not in & Town to frovide Maggots: The Croat
‘certainly is the beft of Baits, except the Maggot,
-for Winter Fifhing; and is.to be managed thus:
You muft break them into midling pieces ina Kettle
of cold Water, then put them over a gentle Fire
*till they are near boiling, which turns them almoft
white, and makes them very foft: then you muft
bait the Hole with fome Part of them, and the
whiteft put round your Hook ; thusangle with them
as witha Maggot, and wich a Hook of the fame fize'
that is, Number Six. Be fure you Fith either on
. the bottom or within an'Inch of it, for at that time
of the Year they lie very deep 4nd clofe. Thefe are
certain baits gom November ’till Can&lema'.s, in
cafe you cannot have Maggots: Ther¢ are feveral
«other Sorts of Ground baits, as flew'd Malt, Grains,
Sheep’s or Calf s Blood, chopp'd very fine when it
is cool, and Beaft’s Brains; aﬁ thefe are to be us'd
as Ground baits to prepare for your Croat-Fifhing =
“ There are alfo many forts of Cadis Worms, that are
_ us'd moft for Flpét-‘i{hing : but thefe Baits are only
for Trout or Gre yling, which is not only much finer.
fport, buc by much a more preferable Fifli for.
ting, . B

\
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Of the GupGeoN. . .

. The Gudgeon is juftly reputed a Fifh of excellent’
Tafte, very wholefome and nourifhing: ‘He is Leaw
ther-mouth’d, of a fine Shape, and Silver Colour,
both his Body and Tail is beautifully adorn’d with
black Spots, L .

His Haunts, and Spawning Time.

The Gudgeon is a River Fifh, yet fometimes found”
. 3n Ponds that are fed by Rills or Springs: He de-
lights moftin Gravelly and Sandy Ground, and ina
flow Stream : Tho' he inhabits large Rivers, and
oftentimes little Brooks, yet he is chiefly to be found
in imall Rivers of a fine Sandy Gravel bottom: In
the hot Months they lie in much Shallower Waters,
but all the reft of the Year from about Michzlmas
till April they dwell in the deepeft places that are
moft Sandy : They Spawn in the latter end of April
%r May, and as fome fay three or four timesin the
ear. .

. ~His Biting time and Baits,
He is an admirable Fifh to enter a young Anglery
being eafily taken witlh fmall Worms or Maggots;
by mudding the Water and ftirring uvp the Sand
with a Pole, you may draw them together in Sheals
_and by nowand then throwing in 4 few chopt
. Worms or Maggots, you may take great quantities .
~of ’emy, your bait muft be on or near the Ground :
They are ufually fcattered up and down the Shal.
Iows of every Riverin the heat of Summer, butin
Autumn when the Weeds begin to grow Sour-or rof,
apd-the Weather begins ¢¢ be cold, ‘they keep to-

' ) o gether
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gether in the deéper parts' of the Water; and if
{Iou Angle for them with a Float or Cork, your

nok muft always touch-the Ground: But many
Fith for the Gudgeon by band with a running Line
upon the Ground without a Floar, and it isan ex-
cellent way if you have a tender Rod and as gentle
a Hand : He bites all Day long from March ’till
Michelmas, but will nnt bite in very cold Weather,
nor for fome time' after his Spawning, nor immedi-
ately after a Shower or Land-Flood : He bites well
in gloomy, warm, ot hot Sun-fhining Weather,
- but feldom bites before Sun-rifing or atter Sun-fet-
. ting, but commonly begins about an Hour after
the Sun rifes, and ceafes about an Hour betore the
Sun fetes; fearing leaft he fhould be devoured by
the larger kind of Fifh which are at that rimeranga
ing for Food, '

Of the Rurr or Pops.‘ .

. . [ S .

The Ruff is a Fith not to be found in all Rivers;
he very much. refembles the Perch in his Shape,
tho’ he never attains to his Size, yet bieisnotinferi-
or in Goodnefs: *'He js of a brown Colour, fome-
what duskifh above, and of a paleith yellow below;
mark'd on the Jaws with a double courfe of halt’
Circles: The upper part of the Eyeis of a daik
brown, and the lower fomewhat yellowith, and the
Ball of it black: All the Body is vough, cover'd
with tharp and prickly Fins, which briftle up fHif -

when'he is angry, bur when appeafed they fall flat .
again; there goesa firaight {inealong his back, and
his Fins and Tail are {peck’d with black fpots:
This Fifh is much commended for the wholefomnefs
arid delicay of his Fond, beinga very firm and
nod Fifh for his lize, which' is not larger than that
of the Gudgeon. o s
.- ‘ Gs : Hig
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.His Haunts and Spawning Time.

The Ruffis a very greedy Fifh, and will bite ve-
ry eagerly, and therefore very proper Game for the
young Angler: They lie-abundance of them toge-
therin a referv'd place where the Water is deep
and runs quietly ; and when the young fportfman
has once found out ‘their haunt, he may catch 40
or 50, and fometimes double that Number at a

‘ftanding : He Spawnsabout the beginning of April.

© His Biting Time and Baits.

You muft Angle for him with a fmall red Worm,
be bites at the Etme timé and 1s to be ‘taken after
the fame manner as the Perch for both ‘'which kinds
of Fifh the River Ware that runs by Norwich is fa.
mous: they are alfo very plentiful in the Oxford=
dhire Rivers, and in the Teme which empties itfelf
into the Severn near Worcefter, o a

’

-, Of the Breax.
The Bleak, which is by fome calld the frefh

- Water Sprat, isa Fifh ever in motion and thereforé

1s fometimes call'd the River Swallow; for as the
Swallow is obferv’d in Summer Evenings to be in
conftant motion,. 'making quick and fhort turns up-
on the Wing the more eafily to catch the Flv’s in
the Air; fo the Bleak is almoft continually in Ac:
tion in the Water, fporting himfelf with fome lit-
tic Flyes and Infe&ts that float on the Surface: He
is of a bright Whitifh Colour ; his Back is of a plea-

. fant Sea-green, and his Belly thining and White a$

the Mountain Saow. ‘The Bleak tho’ generally Yecs
kon'd of no great ‘Value, yet isa good Fith, in my
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Opinion, if drefs'd almoft as foon as taken: He has
been frequently ufed to make a fort of Counterfeit
Anchovy, and is often fold for the real, but for
want of Skill in the manager by the common Ar-
tifts, he has loft much of his Efteem. 7The Bleak is
20 be Angled for at Mid-water, with a Line and ¢
or 6 fmall Hooks faften'd ac the diftance of about
half a Foot one above another. I have often taken
four of’em at one time by this means; the Bait has
* 'been fmall, well fcour’d Maggots, than which there

can be'none better : They may be alfo taken with
a very {mall fine Artificial black Gnat: 'Tis very
gretty fport to whip for them in a Summer Evening
om a Boat or Standing on the Bank-fide, ina
{wifc Water, with a Hazel-top about § or 6 feet
Jong, and a Line twice the length of the Rod. ~ °

Of the CuarR and the GUINIAD.

In Winander Meer in the County of Weftmorea
Jand are caught a very fingular fort of Fifh call’d
Charr, which are found no where elfe in England
or Ireland,: but are faid to be in two Lakes at Snow=
den in Wales. In a fmall but rapid River call'd
~ the Petterel that runs'near Carlifle in the adjoining

County of Cumberland, are caught Trouts about °

the fame fize with the Charr, that is, from a Foot
to cighteen Inclies, which are ‘as fine in Colour,
and when Potted are not eafil diftinguifh’d in taft,
and are frequently by the Inhabitants fenc to Lon-
" don and fold 45 Char. They take the May Fly of
both forts, the Whirling Dun, and' indeed all the
other Flyes in their Seafon. This River falls into
the main River Eden about a Mile North-Eaft cf
ghe City of Carlifle, and about the fame diftance
from the City Weftward the River Gauda falls into

the ame : The Trouts in this River are much Jarg- |

er thag
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er than thofe in the Petterell, in which laft are a
" peculiar.Species of Trdut cal’d the Whiteing or”
hite Trout ;. he has no fpots but is of a beautiful
fine Colour, and his Fteth as red as the Salmon; K
believe he never exceeds twenty Inches in length,
for I never caught one abave that fize, nor did I e~
ver Converfe with any Brother Sportfman that did.
The Whirling Flyes to be ufed in Fifhing for him
cannot be made too Gay; they fhould be Ribb'd
either with Gold or Silver twift, and the Cocks
Hackle over all as'rough as you pleale. In chis Ri-
ver as well as in the main River Eden above the -
Salmon Fifhery, is a fort of Trout call'd the Brand=~
ling, Clotrded on the Back like a Mackrell but never
grows to beabove feven or eight Inches, and feems
very much to refemble that fort' of Fith which are
- calld Gravel-laft-fprings in "the Rivers ‘Wye and
Severn. In the Eaft Riding of Yorkthire isa fmall
but rapid River calld Dufheld Beck, in which are
the fineft Trouts for fizeand quantity of any Water
Tever Fifh'd in, being feldom lefs than twn pounds |
and often five or fix pounds in Weight. The River
Dee which rifes in Merionethfhire runs thro’ Pem-
ble-Meer in Chethire, which is g large Water, and
abounds with a kind of Fifh calld a Guinlad, as
the River Dee does with Salmon ; and yer it is Oba
fervable, that there aré nevér any Salmon caught ig
the Meer, nor any Guiniad in the Riyer. .’

" Of the EeLE.

There are three forts of Eeles, the Silver Eele, the
Green Eele, and the Black Eele: The Silver Eele
hasa fine dark brown Back, and white Belly, his
Head very fmall and fpearing : The Green Eele has.
a Buck of a dark green Colour, with a Belly of a
whitith Green, his Head is broad and flat ]ikebth;

b : bea
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. beak of a Duck. The Black Eele hasa black Back

yellow Belly and larger Head - than the two former,
and notreckon’d very wholefome Food, efpecially

‘thofe that are found im Muddy Pools: The Silver

Ecle .commonly loves gravelly, fandy, or flony

. Bottoms; they begin to comg up the Rivers in the

2
—

beginning of April if the Weather be warm, where
they’ll pite very well all the Summer 'till Auguft,

~and continue ’till their Return which is between

Michaelmas and Allhallantide according to the fall-
ingofthe Rains and rifing of the Riversand Brooks,
which difpofes them to keep their Winter Quarters

in the Sea or Salt Wacers. It has been thought
that River Eeles having once tafied the Sea Warer
neverreturn back again, and therefore it is imagin-

~ ed that what ever Numbers of them are taken at

Mills and other Places in their going down, can be
no Prejudice to the Rivers, buc this probably may
be a4 miftake; for I have Convers‘rr with many
Millers and Others in and about this Country whofe
Bufinels it is to catch Eeles in their Wheels and
Fithery's, whoaffirm thataboit twenty Years ago

" «they could take five times the guantity they cin

now, which muft be owing to the great Numbers
of them that hav; been taken of late Yearsar the
time of cheir running downwards: Thofe that hap-

. pen to efcape in their journey to the€alt-Water,:

remain there till their time of Breeding, which I
take to be about the middle of Aprilor fooner.

His manner of Breeding or Spawning.

There has been great difference of Opinions about

the breeding of Eeles ; fome imaginiag that they are

roduced by means of the Dew which falls on the

gVater-ﬁde in the Months of May or June which be-

ing influenc’d and enliyen’d by the Rays of the S\;n v‘
. . . y

v’ x
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by Degreesare form'd into little Eeles. Othersagain
. bave fancy’d that when Eeles grow old they breed

out of the Corruption of their own Age, but thefe
and other fuch i<rle Notionsare juftly rediculed and

exploded by Naturalifts, who however arenotagreed.
samong themfelves whether the Eeles breed in the
Oviparous or Viviparous Manner, that is, whether °

they proceed from Spawn or Eggs as moft other Fifh
do, or. whether the %emales produces them alive,
To fatisfy the Curiofity of fome of my Readers, X
~fhall give them the beft Information I could get in
thisMatter. Beingacquainted with an elderly Wo-
man who had been.Wife to a Miller near fifty Years’
and much employ’d in drefling' of Eels, I asx’d her
whether the had ever found any Spawn or Eggs in
thofe Eeles fhe opend, and fhe faid, fhe never had
ebferv’d any, but that fhe had fometimes found Li-
ving Eeles in them about the Bignefs of 4 fmall Nee-
dle, and particularly that fhe once cook out ten or
twelve and put them upon the Tatle and found
them to be alive, which wasconfirm’d to me by the
reft of the Family: the Time of the Year when this
happen’d was (as they inform’'d' me) about &
Fortnight or three Weeks after Michaelmas, which

|

makes me of Opinion that they go down to the Sea

or Salt-Water to prepare themfelves for the Work

- of propagating and producing their Young. To
this I muft add another Obfervation of the fame,
Nature that was made by a Gentleman of Fortune
not far from Ludlow and in the Corimiffion of the
geac_e for the County of Salop. who going to vifita
entleman his Friend, was thewn a very fine large
Eele that wasgoing to be drefs'd, about whofe Sides

and Bell he obferved a ParceH of little creeping

Things, whichat firft made him fufpe& it had been’
kept too lcng, but upon a nearer Infpetion they
were found to be perfe&t little Eclesor Elvers.

Upon

'TA L
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Ppon this it was immediately open’d in the fight of
feveral other Gentlemen, and in the Belly of it they
found a Lump about as big as.a Nutmeg confiiling
of an infinite Number of thofe little Creartures
clofely wrapt up together, which being put . into a
Bafon of Water, they forn feparated themfclves
and fwam about the Bafon : This he has often told
to feveral Gentlemen of Credit in his Neighbour-
hood, from fome of whom 1 firft receiv’d this Ac-
count, but I have lately had the Satisfaétion of ha-
ving it from his own Mouth; and therefore I th'nk
this may ferve ro puc the matter out cf all doubr,
and may be fufficient to prove that Eelesare of the
Viviparous kind : During the Winter Scafon they
never flir up or down the Rivers or Pocls wherein
they ufually are, but getinto the foft Earth or Mud
where many of them bed themfclves together the
berter to defend them again{t the feverity of the
Winter, and there live without feeding upon any
thing (as 1t is generally fuppofed,) they feldom aje
ear in the Day time at ather Seafons of the Yecar
unlefs the Water be mudded and raifed a lictle by
Rain, but are ufually caught in the Night. They
are efleem’d a very delic:cus F:fh for eating, and
are in Seafon all the Year, and in their prime in May
June, and July: They have been kn~wn to live
five Days out of Water, the eemperament of their
Bodies being very moift. asis that of many other
Fifh whofe ~hape and Nature are very much like
the Ecleand frequent both the Sea and frefh Rivers,
as the Lamprey or Lamper-Ecle, and alfo the large
' Conger or Sca-Eele, which are differently. efteem’d
according to the difference of their tafte.” The large -
Conger-Eeles are often taken in the Sev-rn between
Gloucefter and Tewksbury, and below Warringron,
in Lancathire: But the Rivers Stour in Dorfetthire,
the River Aukam in Lincolnfhire, and Itk in Lan.
- H cathire
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cafhire have the preeminence above their -neigh«
bouring Streams for producing the beft Eeles. The
Severn and moft Navigable Rivers that havea Com-
munication with the Sea abound with infinite Num-
bers of {mall Ecles or Elvers, which come up the
River fides in {fwarms early in the Spring as foon as
the Sun begins to warm the Water: Thefe are ta-
ken in large quantities, particularly in the Severn,
which are made up into little Cakesand Sold in the
Markets, they caﬁ the coming up of thefe young
Eeles (which is vety exaf and regular as to time)
the Elvers running: This little Fry is withour
" doubt produced in the Salt-water by the Eeles that
retired thither in Autumn.

' His Biting time and Baits. '

- There are four forts of Baits for taking Eeles at
Bank-hooks. viz, the Lob-worm, Loach, Minnow,,.
and Bull-head. The beft Scafon for this is from the -
middle of May till the latter end of July; when
the Weather cannot be too warm nor the Night too-
dark : One very good way for this fort of Sport, is
to have a very ftrong Line that will reach acrofs the
River or Pond.; then take feveral Hooks with Links
to them about three quarters of a Yard in- length,
end tye them'to your Line at about two Yards di-
ance, When your Hooks are haited, faften the -
one end of your Line to the bank near the River
with a forked Stick; then having a piece of Lead
or Srone faltened to the other end of the Line, caft
it acrofs the.River or Pond, and let it lye all Night
With aﬁ\y of thefe fbur Bairs, if fweet and frelh,
you will infallibly have fport.. €Or you may Ufe
any of the abovemention'd Baits with a Line about
a Yard long faftened to the {fmall end of a hooked-
Stick, and the Hook of ig ftuck faft in the banlz
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#nd this method is indeed moft preperly call'd bank
ook Fithing. Or elfe you may make tyes of three
or four Yards in lengch, to be thrown in at the tops
and bottoms of Streams with a Stone at cach end,
and baited in the lame manner as the former,
There is another method to take Eeles which is call-
ed Proaching, and is to be ufed from four o'Cleck
-after a hot Day, till Sun-fec: For this purpofe You
muft have a ftrong top-rod about a Yard long with
a Goofe-quill put over the end of ir, leaving the
extreme end of the Quill whole ; then taking a lavge
firong Needle, and a Cag-gur for the Line, whip 1t
very faft fiom the Eye of the Needle ro the midile ;
then taking a well fcoured Lob-werm, run the Eye
of the Needle all up the Worm till it comes to the
very head ; . {o that the point of the Necdle may
come out at the middle of the Worm, then put the
pointof the Needle into the top of the Quill, and
take the tep Rod and Line both in your band toge-
ther; thus you'may guide your baitunderany hol-
Jow Wall or Stone very gently, and if there beany
Eelo he will bite atit; give him time enough till
he has Gorged, and then you may be fure of him,
if you do not attempt to pull him out of his Hold
‘too fuddenly but by degrees; for he lies enfolded ..
therein, and will with the help of his Tail break
off, unlefs you give him time to be wearied with
pulling, and when he is fo, you may draw him .
gently and flowly ‘out. The beft way of taking
Eeles by common Angling, is to take a well fcour'd
.red Worm and a Hook of the fize No 4, with a \
float Line a foot fhorter'than the Rnd; and having
fixed upon fome ftill quiet place with the moft San-
dy bottom you can find, take with you a confidera-
Lie quantity of Wafp-grubs boil'd, or Bullock’s
Brains chopped fine to bait your hole with: You
suuft not forget to take another Rod and Line, and
: H: : bair |
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bait the one with the Worm and the osher with
the Wafp-grul, by this means you will be fure to
find which they take beft. Thereare a greag many

baits to take Ecles, but T Inok upon thefe I have-

mention’d to beas good if you tryed an hundred
forts, This is all 1 thail fay abour the Ecle.

Of the Minnow or Pjnk.

The Minnow when in right Seafon and not Sick,
which happens only juft after Spawning, is of 2
fort ot dappled or waved Colour ; his Sides inclin-
ing to a Greenifh and Sky-Colour, his Belly Milk
White, and his Back almott Black, Thefe little Fifh-
es are all without Scales, but for excellency of tafte
may be compated to any of the larger fized. They
are ufually tull of Eggs or Spawn all the Summer
Months, for they breed often, and quickly arrive
at their full growth and perfe&tion:” Their nume-

rous and, frequent breeding is very neceflary on ac--

count of their-being a Prey and Baits for ottier Fith,
He is a very eager biter at a fmall Worm, and in
hot Weathér makes excellent fport, for young Ang-
lers, Boys, or Women that love the Recreation.
He appears firlt in March and, continues till Mi-
chaelmas, and then betakes himfelf to Mudd,
Weeds, or Wood in the Rivers to fecure himfelf
from Floods and Fiflies of Prey. His biting time
js from an Hour atter Sun-ifing tilt an Hour before
Sun.ferting.  His chief Bait isa fmall Werm either,
at Mid-water or near the bottom : "Ufe a Float in

Angling for him-
Of the Loach.

- The Loach is of a delicate tafte and very whole-
o {ome
1

’
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fome: He breeds and feeds in little and clear fwift
Ercoks or Rills, living on the Gravel, and in the
fhirpcht Streams,  His groweh is nocabovea Fing-
er’s Jength, and his thicknefs proporticnable: He
fomewhat refembles the Eele in Shape ; Lasa Beard
or Wattles, and a Mouth form’d hke the Barbel
he has two Finas ac his Sides, four at his B.lly,
and one at his Tail, and is dappled with man
Llack cr brown Spats,  This Fith s Ufually full of
E;gs or Spawn, and is efteem’d very mounthing &
grateful to the Palate and Stomach of fick Perfons.
He is to be Filhd for with a very fmall Worm at
the bottom, for he feldom or never rues above the
Gravel. .

Of the BuLL-HeAD or MILLER’s THUME.

“The Bullhead isa F.fh of no pleafing Shape,and
compared to the Sea Toad-Fifh: His Head is large
or flat very dilproportionable to his Body, his Mouth
w.de and vfually gaping, he has no Teeth but his
L:ps are rough like a File, he has two Finns near
his Gills which are roundifh or crefted, two under
his Belly, two on his Back, one below the Vent,
and the Tail Finn isround: He is fpeckled with
Whitifh, Biazkith, and Browniib Spots: They are
generally full of Eggs or Spawn all the Sumnnsr,
which {well their Vents alimoft into the formof a
Dug: They hegin to Spawn atout April: They
hide themtelves in holes or amongft Stenes in clear
Water, and are eafily feen upon any flat Stone, or
on the Gravel, at which time the moft inexpert
Angler may take him with a fmall Worm. Hc is
commenccd more for his Tafte and Nourifhment,
than for bis Shage and B.auty.

of
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- Of the STICKLEBACK OF JACK-SHARP.

This isa very fmall infignificant Fifh ; his Body
1s fenced with fiveral little Prickles which are ve-
ry. fharp and pungent, from whence he has his
Name : Thisfith is mention’d only as he makes up
the Number of freth Water Fifh, Deirg too incon-
fiderable to afford the Angler any Sport, unlefs it
be to ferve as a bait for a Trout to be ufed with a
fwivel Linef* for which purpote he is equally good
as the Pink or Minnow. g

Of the LAMfREf.

__This Fifh comes up out of the Salt Water about

the fame time as the Shad. and is of as little fervice
to the diverfion of the Angler, refufing all forts of

Baits, and Lteing ufually takenin Wheels or Baskets

made of Twigsand fix’d in the bottom' of the Wa-
ter for that purpefe: The Lamprey may very pro-
perly be faid to be the Water Viper from the un-
common highnefs and delicacy of his Flavour, for
which reafon they are commonly fold atan exceffive
price at their firft coming, and when ftew’d or pot-
‘ted are greatly admir’d by the Curious. He is com~
monly of the fize and length of a large Ecle :and
famewhat rounder and fuller in the Body. HisBack
and Sides are variegated and clouded not unlike the
Mackrell. He has a roundifh open Mcuch of a difa-
greeable form, tho' neceffary tor the purpofc of his
Subfiftence which is by fattion, for which reafon
Le has feveral large round holes on rach fide for the
reception and emiflion of the Water. They are
very plentiful in the River Severn about Gloucefter
and upwards 4s tar as Worcefter, There is another

forc which arg commonly taken alcut November
" , called
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. ealled Lamperns, which are exaétly of the fame
form and thape but much lefs, not exceeding the
thicknefs of nne's Thumb: Thefe are generally
thought to differ from the Lamprey in the fame
manner as the Samlet does from the Salmon.,

Of the Suap.

The Shad is a Fifh that comes up out of, the Sale
Water early in the Spring, into the larger Rivers
that have a Communication with the Sea. and is
very dufferently efteem’d according to the Rivers he
comes into : In the Severn heis a very delicious
good Fifh, efpecially the large ones, and by fome
not reckon’d inferior even to the Salmon: Whereas
in the Thames about.London he is difregarded as a
courfe Fith, good for litcle except the brightnefs of
his Scales which are commonly made into Neckla-
ces pretty near the refemblance of Pearl : He has a
fmall Head in proportion to his fize, a thick back, .
and a deep broad Body growing taper towards the
Tail. He is in feafon from the time of his coming
up till the middle of May, when the heat of the
Vgeather makes him lean and full of fmall Bones. |
He affords the Angler no fport, being to be taken
with no Bait that I know of, otherwife would have
- deferv’d a place amongthe defcriptions of the beft

kinds of FHE. There isan inftance of a Gentleman
who caught nne with an artificial Fly in the River
Teme near Worcefter, but [ imagine he took it moré
eut of Wantcnnefs than hunger.

Of Fry-Frs HING.

: T am now come to the moftentertaining and de-
Yigheful part of ‘thé Sportfman’s diyerfion, Fly-
Co _ ' Fithing :
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Fifking; of which nothing can be faid too muchin
“it's Commendation, If che other branches of Ang-
ling are both pieafant and profitable, thisis much
more fo upon many Accounes: It is the cleancft
and neateit that can pofflibly be imagin’d, being
quite free from the troulle of baiting your Hook or
touling your Fingers: The Exercife it requires you
to take is modesate and gentle, not being confined
long to any ope part of the River, but moving
from Stream to Stream. The Fifh that are caught
in this manrer are of the beft and moft delicate forts
and when the Weather and Water are favourable,
commonly in great Numbers. Even the preparation
of the Materials for the artificial Fly, and the skill
and contrivance in making them, and comparing
them with the natwral, isa very pleafing amufe.
ment: The manner of the Fithes taking them,
which is by rifing to the furface of the Water, and
fometimes out of it, gives the Angler a very agree-
able furprize, and the length of che Line greatly
adds to the pleafure of tireing and killing them af-
. ter they are hook’d,  But I haften o the Are itfelf,

Of the fcveral Sorts of Fryss, and their

Scafons.

1 The Red Fly. 3t Sally Fly.

2 Blue-dun Fly, 32 Canon, or Downa.hill
3 Brown Fly. Fly.

4 Cow-dung Fly. 33 Shorn Fly,

¢ Stne Fly. : 14 May. Fly.

6 Granam Fly, 1¢ Grey Drake.

7 Spider Fly, 16 The Ol Fly. .
8 Black Gnat. 17 Sky-colour’d blue Fly.
o Black Caterpiller Fly. 18 Cadis Fly.

10 Iron-blue Fly. 19 Fern Fly.

Red

)
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20 Red Spirtner. a5 Little Red Ant,

21 The Blue Gnat. 26 Little Black Ant.

22 The large Red Ant. 27 Little whirling Blue,
23 Thelarge black Ant. 28 Little Pale Blue,

24 Welthman’s Button. ~ 29 The Willow Fly.

Thefe are all very. tempting and certain Flyes
which the Angler may depend upon for fport, and
which I fhalt prefently defcribe in their Seafons.
There are many other Flyes taken Notice of in
Treatifes of Angling which may poffibly be of Ufe
in fome Rivers, the principal of which I fhall juft
mention for the Curiofity of fome of my Brother
Anglers, but I never think it worth while to make
any of them Artificially. :

1 The Dun FIF 13 Camlet Fly,
Iy.

2 The Ruddy 14 Fern Ely.

3 Jhe Black Fly. 1s Oak Fly,

4 Sandy Yellow Fly, 16 Owl Fly ...~

§ Moorith Fly, 17 Brown Gnat. -

6 Twine Fly. . - 18 Green Shining Flefh
7 Wafp Fly. ‘ " Fly. g )

8 Shell Fly. . 19 Harry long Legs,

9 Dark-Drake Fly. 20 Hearth Fly.

10 Dark Brown Fly. 21 Badger Fly. :

3t PrimeDun Fly. - .22 Yellow Dun Fly. -

12 Black May Palmer o :
Worm. '

Thefe are mention’d, as I faid, only for Curiofity
or Variety, therefore I proceed tothe defcription of
~ thofe in my firfk Catalogue. .

- The Red Fry.

. Comes down the latter end of February, and
' . x . comtinues

\



s8  The Artof ANGL1ING

continues till the middle of March: He is made of
a dark Drake’s Feather, and the Body of a Red
Hackle, and the Red part of Squirtels Furr: He
has four Wings, and they lye flat upon his Back:
He comes on plentifully in cold ftormy Days.

The Blue Dun Fvry.

Comes down in the beginning of March, and will
Kill Fith in che torenoon till the middle of April =
He is made of a blue Duck’s Feather or Starling’s
Wing with a blue Cock’s hackle , the Dubbing yel
low Mohair mixed wicth the blue Furr of a Fox:
As he fivims down the Water, his Wings ftand up-
richt on his Back : His Tail is forked, and of the
Colour of his Wing: He comes down about ten-
o’Clock and continues till twelve in great quanti-
ties: Heis always thick on the Water in Cloudy,
Gloomy Days. You may Fith with a Worm in the
Mborning 'ti{l the Flyes come down, which willnot
errabove.tialf an hour .or an hour froffy the time
mention’d, and then if che Water be in order for
the Fly is your time to begin to-ufe it.

The Brown FLy, or Dun DraAxE.

" Bedins'to come about the middle of March, and
continues till the middle of April if it bea favoura-
ble Spring. He ismade of a Patridge or Pheafant’s
Feather, the Body of a Patridge’s hackle with Hare’s
Jurr under it ri{'.-f‘d with yellew Silk: This FIK ‘
‘was formerly made of a dun Drake’s Feather wit
Hare's Furr only. which in my opinion is not the
colour of the Fly. The Red Fly, the Blue Fly,and
the Brown Fly frequently appear upon the Water
all atone rime ; but there is no neceffity of Fiﬂﬁ_ng
’ AT P S ' Wit
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with the Red Fly after they have tafted the Blue
" Fly : They take the Blue Fly in the Morning till
the Brown Fly comes on, which he does about E-
leven and then they take the Brown till two or
- three o’Clock. In this order they continue till the
lacter epd of the Mnnth, There are four or five
forts of Flyes in April. which I fhall mention im-
mediately, only obferve in general that Fly which
comes firft according to the mouth is_ the firft Fly
thac is tobe ufed that Day, and then you will fee
the other Flyes coming down according to their
time, and you may obferve the Fifh leave the for-
mer and rake the lateer. And thus they continue ~
their fucceflion in their feveral Days, Weeks and
Months. - ,

The Cow dung Fry.

- Comes on about the middle of March and ¢onti-
nues till the lacter end of April, but is not to be
Fith’d with unlefs it be a Cold Windy Day. His
Wings are made with the blue Feather of 3 Hen
tip’'d with Yellow ; they lye flat on his Back : - His
Body is made of Lemon-colour'd Mohair with a

ellow Featherabout it. He is to be made in the

ame form as the Jarge Horfe Ant Fly.

The Stone Fiv. o, |

v

Comes in the beginning of April and continues
till the lacter end of May. He is chiefly to Le Fifird
with from about the break of Day till feven in the
Morning : Likewife from feven in the Evening all
Night long ( if thoughe proper ) either in the natu-
ral or a'rtiiciafl way. They are to be found in lit-
the Stony Biooks ; They are to be Fifh’d with inthe

‘ i S - matural
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natural way, upon a fmall Worm-hook, and drawn
npon the Shank of it, with a Line about a Yard -
longer than the Rod, and ufed in a middle Water.
Thus Fly artificially is made with the Brown Fea-
ther of a Hen. His Belly is ot a dirty Yellow, and
his Back of a dark Brown. His Body is made of a
Yellow or Brown Spaniel s Hair, or Mohair witha
grizzled hackle of a Cock round it, This Fly Na-
tural or Artificial, isto be Fifh’d within deepra=
pid Streams.

The Granam Fly, or Green Tail.

Comes about a Week in, April, if the Weather be
mild ; they appear upon the Warer in great quana
tities in bright Mornings; but in cold flormy Days-
there are but few of them to Le feen: Thep is the
time to ufe the Brown Fly. This Granam Flyisa
tender Fly and not able to endure tlie Cold. The
time of it’s continuance on the Water is not above
a Week or nine Days. This Fly is made of a Fea-
ther nut_of the Wing of a Pheafant, which is full
of fine Shades as th: Wing of the Fly js, which lye
flat on his Back as he fwims dowf the Water: His
Body is made of the black parvof Hare's Furr, with
a Peacnck’s harl over it, and the grizzled Hackle of
a Cock wrap'd twice round under the butt'of the

. Wings. Some frequently make this Fly witha

Green Tail, which Lcould never find to be of any
Service. The Greén Tail Fly is the female, which
as foon as it lights on the Water loofes its Tail. "~ I
take this to be the Eag of the Fly, for I have
caught twoof them which have been tyed together
which 1 put into & Box for 24 Hours, and upnn o-
pening the Box I found shey were parted, and that
one of ’em bmd a fm+flump of Green at it’s Tail
about the bignefs of a Pin’s head This I kegt- T

. o ours
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hours longer, when the Green part came from it like

-an Egg, which induces me to think that this is the,
Female Fly, and I prefume that moft other Flyes
breed after the fame Manner.

The Spider Fry.

Comes about the 15th or 16th of Aprilifitbea
favourable Spring: The Wings are made of a Wood-
cock’s Feather that lyes under the butt end of his
Wing; the Body of a Lead-colour'd Silk, with a
black Cock's hackle twice or thrice round: The
Body is to be made in the fhape of the Ant Fly,
This Fly appears in bright and warm Days, and
comes out of Beds of Gravel by the Water fide,
where-you may find them in Bunches from the rgth
to the 25th of the Monthin warm Sunthining Days,
but in Cold and Stormy Days they difappear. Du-
ring their Seafon they are found cover'd up in Beds
of Gravel, and all engendering in order to their

voduttion the next Seafon. This Fly never appears
1n any Month of the Year but April,

The Black GNAT.

Comeson at the fame time. His Wing is made of
a light Sky-colour’d Blue hackle, the Body of an
Oftridge’s Feather.  This Gnar is to beufed in cold
flormy Days, and continues till the latter end of

May. .
. 'The Black Caterpiller Frv.

Comes about the middle of April if ic be warm
Weather. His Wingsare made of a Jay's Feather,
one part blue and ghe other parg black ;  His Body

’ ‘ . 15
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is made of a Feather out of the-top of a Plover,

with a dark hackle over it. The Body of this Fly

is of a fine Shag like unto Velvet, which the Plo-

vers Feather makes incomparably well: He conti-

nues till the middie of May, and is to be Fifh’d with'
after warm hot Mornings, provided there come

Winds and Clouds, for then they grow weak for

lofs of the Sun, and fall upon the Water in great

quantities.

The lxttle/lton-Bluc Fﬁr;

Begins to come down the beginning of May,and isin
the greateft perfettion about the middle of the month.
There are few of them to be feen in warmor hot
Weathey, but_in cold and ftormy Days they come

. in great quantities. The Wing of this Fly 1s made

of a Cormorant’s Feather that lyes undgr the Wing
in the fame form as thofe of a Goofe. The Body is
made with the furr of a Wout or Mole, or rar¥*er
Water-Rat's furr if you can haveit, and ribb’d with
Yellow Silk, and a grizel’d hackle wrapt twice or
thrice round : His Wings fland upright on his back,
with a little forked T3il. - Thisisa Fly which the
Grayling greatly admire. He continues from the
middle of May till the middle of June,

The Yellow Saily Fuy.

Comes abnut the 20th of May and continues till
the larter end of the fame Month. His Wings'are
made of a Yellow Cock’s hackle, by reafon of-its
fh:ning Gloflinefs which no dyed Colour can come
yp to: He has four Wings which lye flat to his
Back : His Body is made of yellow Dubbing mix'd
with dark brown Fury, with'a Yellow hackle round

S ) ' it
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ie. This Fly, the Canncn Fly, and che Shorn Fly,

are the three Flyes 1hamepnre the Fith to look for
the Yellow Cadow or May-Fly. ‘

The Canon Fry:

Comes down about a Fortnight in May, 4nd is
an exceeding good Fly for bobhing at the Buthin

the natural way, or tor the'long Line in the Arufi-

cial. He continues till the yeilow Cadow comes
down, and is to be found cn the Butts of Qaksand
other Trees near the Water fide with his head com-
monly downwards, for which reafon he has gene-
rally obtain’d the name of the Down-h:ll Fly. His
Wings are made of a Feather out of a Wood-cock’s
Wing, his Body 'is inade of a Bittern’s Feather.
_This Fly (as I have lately been inform'd by a Gen-
tleman of Veracity } is bred in thofe listle Balls
which grow on tht ﬂoughs of large Oaks, commonly
call'd Oak-Apples, which he accidentally difcover'd
" by opening feveral of thefe Balls which had been
ather’d in the Winter, afd brought into the Houfe
in each of which was found the Canon Fly, fome
‘of which being enliven’d by the warmth of the
Room, immediately took fl.ght and fixd in the
Window with the head dowawards, the pofition
they obferve in the Trees.

The Shorn Foy.

Comes downabout the fame time, and continnes
till the middle of June: He is frequently found in
mowing Grafs, has a husky Wing of -a dark brown
Cnlour, with fine clear Klue ‘Wings under them,
which he makes ufe of in hisflight.  This Fly is of
the Cagerpilles kind, and the female Fly isqfa dull

Red.
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Red. They are in greateft perfetion about Mow.
ing time, for after the mowing Grafs is cut there
are few to be feen. This is as Killing a Fly asany
I know till the May Fly comesin, yet has been but
very little Notice taken of by Anglers. Thisisthe
only Fly to Fifh with in the Forenoon, before the
May Fly or yellow Cadow comes down, and his
continuance on the Water is the fameas the yellow
ones. The Wings of this Fly are made of a Jay’s '
Feather taken out of the Wing, mix'd with a licrle
black and blue, and the body is made with Flefh-
calour’d Silk and a red hackle abouc it. This Fly -
will never fail Killing Fifh if the Water be in Or-
der, .

The May Fvy, or Yellow Capow.

Comes down the Water about a Week in Mayy
but is notin full perfettion till the 20th, or between
that and the 3oth. Itisa prodigious Killing Fly as
well upon flanding Waters as upon Streams. The
Wings of this Fly are made of the Feather of a
Grey Drake dyed Yellow : The Body is madecf che
yellow Wool of a Ram or Wether: His Body is
ribb'd with a dark Brown which no Feather fuits fo
well as the hackle of a Bittern: It likewife makes
the legs very artificially : His Head isof a very
dark Brown, and made with a Peacock’s harl : His
Wings ftand vpright on his Back as he fwims down
the Water, with a long forked Tail made with the
Hairor Whisks of a Fitchow’s Tail. Thisisa very
large Fly, and is to be made upon a fmall Worm-
hook of the fize commonly call’d by Anglers No 4.
This Fly is moft plentiful in gravelly or flony Ri-
vers, and but few to be feen on dead dull Waters,
This Fly and the Grey Drake, which fuccecds him
are the Fifheés chief delight about all others; for

- these
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. there is no other bait, either Fly or Infe& which
the Fith thew themfelves at fo much orfo boldly ag
“they doat thefe Flyes, they not only take them
‘very eagerly at the top of the Water, buc as the
come from the bottom or fides where they are bred,
for they rife from the bottom in husks, which they
quit when they come_to thetop of the Water, and
are bred in the fame form and manner as the Butter
Fly. During their Seafon they are a moft plentiful
food for Birdsas well as Filh.  They come on the
Water about ten o'Clock'and continue till Sun fet~
ting, and tho' there are hundrcds of Flyes and In-
fefts on the River the fame -Day, both Fith and
Birds will*forfake them all and ctake thefe: It has
been an opinion generally receiv’d among my Bro-
ther Anglers that the May Fly proceeds from the
Cod-bait, but I find by experience that this is a ves
Ty ﬂ%reat miftake. for t{e od-bait producesa verx
difterent Fly, call'd the Cadis or Cod-bait Fly, whic
I thall prefently have occafion to defcribe: And I
have lately had an opportunity of convincing fome
Gentlemen very Curtous in the Art, who ‘were of
that opinion till they had the Satisfattion of feein
the Cadis Flyes pcoduced from Cod-baits which%
fent for that purpofe about the time of thejr change.
The May Fly. when' in Embrio, is inclos’d in a
longcr and much fmaller Husk, which is fharp and
pointed at one end like a Cock’s Sput.

The Grey Draxs.

Comes about a Week or nine. Days after the fora
mer if the Weather be cool, but if it be hot and
fulwry he will be on in three or four Days after the- -
yellow one, but you muft not mind him, to Fifh .
with'him, till 4 or § Days after he is come, except.
i be in the Lyenings frlc‘zm 6 o'Clock till Sun-fctti:ng :

. or

.



66  'The Artof AvcriNG

For tho’ the Fith take the yellow one very wellin.
in the former part of the Day, yet when thefe come
on in great quantities in the Evening, they will not
touch the yellow one. In’ Fifhing with this Fly,
you muft endeavour to imitate therifing apd falling
of him upon the Water, for he never {wims {ore-
ularly down the Water as the yellow one dages;
out is generally in motion frisking, up and down,
for which Reafon he isin fome places call'd the
Tilr:up Fly- Some are of opinion, that this isa
veg difficult Fly to make, but I think it is not fo
difhicult to make him, as to Fith with him after
he is made; and therefore, if peffible, caft-your
Line foas to drop: direftly over the Fifh's head,
which will beft refemble the manner of this Fly’s
dropping on the Water, when the Fifh immediately
fly at him : Butall other Flyes ought to be thrown
a Yard above the head of the Fifh, becauft they all
fwimh gradually down the Water. . The Wings: of
this Fly are made, fome part of a Grey Drake’s
Feather, mix'd with the Grey partofa \zidgeon's_
. Feather; the Body is beft made of a fine Oaten
Straw, becaufe it is leaft liable to change it’s Colour
Several make it of white Cotton, but if you make it
thus, there muft be a good deal of Silver Twift
with it, Be fure you Ribb it very thick towards
the Tail with the dark hackle of a Bittern,, and; -
leave the Body clear towards the Butt end of the
Wing. His Tailis three forked about an Inch'and
half Tong, which is made of the long. Hairs or
" Whisks out of the Tail of a Fitchow: his Head is
of a_dark. Brown, made with a Peacock’s harl. The
Male and Female Ely of the yellow Sért are both of
the fame Colour, but of the Gréy they are fome-
what - different ; the Female is beft made of the
Oaten'Straw, with a light Grey Drake's Feather.
fog the' Wing, and the Male with mof} of the Widg-
S5 . -y - R ..‘,.. .‘0."-

-
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eon’s Feather for the Wing, and the Body moft of
Silver Twift with a little Cotton. — Since I encer-
ed upon this Work, the following ingenious account
of this Fly has been communicated to me by a Gen-
~ tleman who is a very accurate obferyer upon na-

ture’s produltions, which as it may be matter of
Curiofity and Entertainment o fome of my Readers
I fha]l here give'them as briefly and as near his own
Words asI can. ~ I happen'd to Walk by the Ri-
ver fide ar that Seafon otP the Year when the May
. Flyes (he means the Grey fort) which area fpecics
“of the Libella, come up out of the Water, where
they lye in their husksfor a confiderable time at the
bottom or fides of the River near the likenefs of the
Nymph of the fmall commonn Libella ; but when it
is mature it fplits open it’s cafe, and then with great
Agility vp Springs the -new little Animal witha
flender Body, four blackili Vein'd tranfparent
Wings, with four black Spots on the Upper Wings,
and the under Wings much fmaller than the
upper ones, with three long Hairs in it’s Tail.
The Husks which are left' behind flcat innumerable
on the Water. It feem’d to me a fpecies of Ephe-
" meron, and I imagin'd it was the fame Infe&t de-
{crib'd by Goodart and Swammerdam, but.a few
Days convinc’d me to the contrary; for I foon
found them to be of longer duration than theirs.
. The firft bufinefs of this Creature (after he is dif~
engaged from the Water) is flying abour te find out
‘a proper place-to fix on (as Trees, Bufhes, &c.) to
* wait for another furprifing change which is effetted .
in two or three Days. The firft hint I receiv'd of
this wonderful Operation was feeing their Exuvie
hanging on a Hedge: I then colletted a great many
and put them in Boxes, and by fhritly obferving
_ them, Icould tell when they were ready to. put o
their Cloaths; tho’ but fo lately put on. Ihad the
' v Kz . a pleaﬁ:-«
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leafure to fhew my Friends one that I held on my
%inger all the while it perform’d this grear Work.,
It was furprifing to fee how eafily the back part of
the Fly -fplit open and produced the new Birth, *
which 1 could n't perceive partakes of any thing
from its Parerit, but leaves Head, Body, Wings,
Légs, and even it’s three hair'd Tail behind on the
Cafe. After it has repofed .itfelf a while, it Flyes
with great brisknefs to feek it's mate. In the new
Fly a remarlable difference is feen in their Sexes,
which I could not fo eafily perceive in their firft
State, the Male and Female being then much of a
fize, but now the Male was much the fmalleft, and
the Hairs in his Tail much the longeft. I'was very
carefub to fee if I could find them ingendering, but
all that I could difcover was that the Males fepara-
ted and kept under cover of the Trees remote from
the River, hither the Females reforted and mix’d
with them in their flight (great Numbers together)
‘with a very brisk motion of darting or ftriking at
one: another when they met, with great Vigour,
juft as Houfe Flyes wil{do ina Sunny Room : This
they continued to-do for many Hours, and this
feem'd to be their way of Coition, which- muft be
quick‘and foon peiform d as they are of fo fhort du-
yation. When the Pemales were impregnated, they
Jeft the Company of the Malgs and fought the Ri-
ver, and kept conftantly playing vp and down on
the Water, It was very plainly fgen every time
they darted down they Ejetted a Clulter of Eggs,
~which feem’d a pale blueilh Speck, like a fmall dro
of Milk, as they defcended on the Water ; then by
- 'the help of ‘their Tail they Spring wp again, and
- 'defcend again, and thus continue rill tﬁe have ex-
haufted their ftock of Eggs, and fpent their Strength
being fo-weak that they can rife no more, but falla
prey to the Fufk; buc by much the greatct Num-
‘ S bers
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bers perifh on the Waters, which arc ¢over'd with
. them. This is the end of the Females, but the -
Males néver refort to the Rivers as I could perceive
buc after they have done their Otfice, drop down,
languifh and die undet the Trees and Bufhes. I
"obferv’d that the Females were moft . numerous,
‘which was very neceflary confidering the many
Enemies they have, during the fhort time of their
Appearance, for both Birds and Fith are very fond
of them, and no doubt under the Water they are a
Feod for fmall Aquatick Infe@ts. What is further
remarkable in this furprifing Creaturc is, thatina
life of a few Days, it eats nothing, feems to have
no apparatus for that purpofe, but brings up with it
out of the Water fum‘::iem fupport, to enable it to
thed 'ic’s Skin, and perform the principal end ~f life
with great Vivacity. The particular time when I
obferv’d them very numerous and fportive, wason
the 26th of May, at.6 o’Clock in the Evening, It
was a fighs very furprifing and entertaining to fee
the Rivers teeming with innumerable -pretty nim-
ble flying Infeéts, and almoft every thing near
cover'd with them: When I look'd upinto the Air,
it was full of them as high as I could difcern, and
. being fo thick and always in motinn, they madeal-
moft fuch an Appearance as when one looks up and
fecs the Snow coming down ; and yer this wonder-
. ful appearance in three or four Days after the laft
* of May, torally ditappear’d. ,

The Orle Fry.

Comes down the latter end of May or the begin-

ning of June, and continues till the latrer end of
une, and is the beft Fly to Fifh with after the May

lyes aregone. The Wings of rhis Fly are made

, of a dark grizel'd Cogk's hackle, and the Bndy ofa

T ¢ _ Peaccck’s
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Peacock’s hiarl, with very dark red Silk: He has
four Wings which lve clofe to his Back as he fwims
" down the Watet: This Fly is'to be Fifh’d within
the warmeft Weather, and you may ufe it with
fuccefs from about ten o'Clock till four in the After-

noon, at which time the Fith leaveoff the O1le Fly,
and take :

The Sky-colour'd Blue.

Which ison at the fame Seafon, bue never aps'
pears till the Evenings after a very hot day: His

Wings are made of a Feather of a light blue Hen - -

with a yellowith Glofs, and the Body feems as he .
flies ot a bright yellow, but is made of a light blue
Furr mixed with a bright yellow with a filver
grizled MHackle over it : This Fly comes about .the
Middle of June and continues till the Middle of

July. . ,
The Cadis Fry, '

Which I before mention'd to proceed from the
Codhair, beginstocomeabout a Week in June. It
is a Jaige Fly, has four pale yellow Wingsall of one
Colour : His Body is of a pale yellow Ribbd with a
dark Brown. The Wings are made of a yellow
Hen's Feathar: The Body is made of a Buff-colour’d -
yellow Furr, RibI’d with a dark brown Silk, with
a yellow hackle three times round.. This Fly con-
- tinucs tillabout a Week in July before they are all
gone: He is chiefly to be Fifh'd with at the clear-
ing of the Water after it has been difcolour’d,
when no other Fly will do fo well. The dwelling
place cf this litcle Crgature while in the State of a
Grub, is greatly to be admired, being made of a
{mall Husk curioufly wronghg on’ the outfide {Wiﬂl
" {malk
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fmall bitsof Gravel and Slime after the manner of
Stucco Work. - The Grub itfelf is a very choice

" baitat bottom Fifhing, as will be fhewn in_it’s.
place. | : ’ '

- The Fern Fry. .

- Comes inabout the latter end of June, and does
not continue above a Week: He has four Wings:
that ftand upright-on his Back: His Wings and Bo-,
dy are made of a Wood-cock’s Feather Ribb'd with.

range colour’d Silk : He is to be Fifh'd withina
Morning the firft of any Fly, till about eleven o',
Clock, and then vou may change your Fly accord-
ing to the brightnefs or dullnefs of the Day, for
- there are many Flytson at that*time, " " -

‘The Red Spinner.

Comes down the beginning of July, and conti-
nues till the middle of the fame Month: He s ton
be Fifh’d with only in. the Evenings of very hot:

. Days. His Wings are made .of a Grey Orake's
Feather lightly ting'd with a yellow Glofs: His’
'Body_is made of Gold Twift, with a red hackle!
over it, -

"

~

“The Blue GNAi‘: CT

- -~

- Comesdawn at the fame timme. It does not avail!

~ to Fifh with him, unlefs the Water be very low-
and fine, and then in hot Weather he is fome

times taken very freely for about’nine Days. The’

Wings of this Gnat are made of a light-blue Cock’s

hackle, the Body of the blue Furr of a Fox mix'd

withaliggle Yellow, .. .. ... .
. - ' ) The
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The large Red Ant Fry., - -

As well ag the Black, comes in about the middle
of June, if the Weather be hot, and continue for
about 2 Week or nine Days. Obferve that thefe
two Ant Flyes that come firft, are the two large
Horfe Ants.  The Wings of this Red Fly are made
of a Feather out of the Wing of a Starhing of a Lit-
tle dusky Cotour: The Body is made of Hog's down ™
dyed of an Amber Colour : He muft be made very
large at the Tail, and fmall towards the Wing,
with a Red Cock's hackle wrap'd ewice round under
.the butt end of the Wing. :

The large Black Ant Fry.

Comes down at the fame time. The Wings of
this Fly are to be made of che lighteft Sky-colour’d
blue Feather you can get and with the greateft Glofs,
of wiich it wil} be difficult to find any that can

. come up to the Gloflinefs of the natural Wing, the’

.

Body is made witha black Oftridges Feather, wich
& black Cock’s hackle wrapt twice round under the
Wing: He is to be made: in the fanme Form as the
Red one. .

The \Vclﬂimalfs BuTTON.

Or Hazle Fly, comes in the latter end of July:
Tt has an husky outer Wing, with a litcle dark blue
under it 4nd 1sasround as a Button, from Whence
he has his Name,. He is 1o be found upon hazle-
Treesor Fern Bufbes; and as foon as you touch the .
Buthes he drops down, he is good for bobbing at the -
Buth in this Month as the Cannon or Down-hill Fly
is in May. The Wing is made of a dark Hackle

) Feather

.
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Feather of a Pheafant, and the Body is made of the

7 v

dark part of Camel’s hair. ,
The little Red and Black Ant Fryss -
Comes down in the ﬁeginnino_of Augﬁﬂ:b They

very feldom appear upon the Water ull- between
one and four in the-Afternoon: They are made of °
the Materials that the large opes are, and in the

fame Shape, bur about twice as fmall, -
The little Whirling Blue.

Comes down she beginning of Auguft, and con-
tinuesabout a Fortnight: The Wings are made of
thé Blue Feather of a Sea-Gull: The Body is made
of the Red part of Squirrel's furr Ribb'd with yel-
low. and a Red hackle over it : This Fly isonly to
1:1: Fifl’d with in the Evenings, and in warm Wea~

er, : o A et 'r' .
! ;

“The little pale Blue.

Comes down the beginning of Avguft, and conti. -
nues till the middle of September: kt is.a Fly thac
thke Grayling greatly admire, which are in great
perfétion st this Seafcn, and give the Angler much
{port. The Wings of this Fly are made of the light-
<ft blue Feather of a Sea Swallow: the body is

- made of the blueft part of a Fox’s furr with 4 very
little yellow Mohair mix’d with it;" Ribb'd witha
Straw coloyr’d Silk, with a fine pale blue Hackle
over-it. This Fly continues in Scafon till the Wil~
dow Fly comes, ‘and afterwards till the Weatheo
grows cold. , s )

s L gle e
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The Willow Fry.

Comes on about the middle of Auguft, or fome-

~ times fooner, and centinues till the'Dun blue comes

onagain: He has four Wings which lye flat to his
Back, his Belly is of a dirty, yellow, and his Back
of a dark Brown: His Wings are made of a -Dun

" Cock’s-hackle a little freckled s His Body Squirrel’s

furr, Ribb'd with yellow Silk, and cover'd lightly
with the fame colour'd hackle with the Wing.- In
cold ftormy Days you meft fith chiefly with'this Fly,
but in warm gloomy Days you. mufl fith with the
alo Blué; and thefe two Flyescarry outthe Seafon
for Fiy-fithing. : L .
. F.om the latter end of May till the beginning of
Auguft, you will find 15" or 18 different forts of
Flyes and Gnats on the Water every day, and.
then if the, Weather be warm you mult oblerve it
asa general rulgto fith with the firft Fly that comes
or1 in a Mornihg, for that Fl1y which is firft menti-
on'd in every Month is the ﬁrK Fly thatcomes down
in the Day, and s to be fil'd with firt, and then
you will fee the other Flyes coniing down gradual-
1y every oneaccording to his time, and as the Fifh
leave dffondand take anpther you muft vary yéur
Fly according to .your difcretion and ‘obfervation;
From about.the middle of Auguft you will . find

. moft of the'other Flyeés fall off,. except the litcle

Whirling-blue, the Pale-blue, and the Willow-Fly
:(and {dme little Griats that are of little or no figni-
fication) and-thefe three Autum Flyes I reckon te
be of eqiial Value arid in equal proportion to the
ahree Erirﬂe’ fpring Flyes, that is to fay, the Red
Fly, the 'Biue dun, and the Brown Drake, Inchefe
awo Sealonsifithe Weather and Water be favoura-
ble you will find your fport more eertain and. regu-
lar than in the hotter Months, one reafon of which

- ) among

LA
1%
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among others, is that in the hotter Mpnths the Ri-
versahound with an infinite variety of Flyesand
Infelts, which, makes the Fifh more difficuit to be
taken, and particularly in the Spring feafon you
have the advantage of having the Rivers fuller cf
Fith tefore they are diffurb’d or deftroy'd by Nets,
&c Thus I have given youa full Account of all the
Klyes and Gnats thatare moft neceflary for Angling
except two Salmon Flyes, and twe Night Elyes
‘which yet remain to. be delcrib’d. Theie Flyes
which I have aiready mention’d, are found on all
-Rivers I ever was acquainted with, only the May
Fly -and the Grey drake are much more fearce on
fome Rivers than they are upon others, and there-
fore where they are [carce, and the Fifh not well
acquainted with them, there is lefs fport to be ex-
petted than where they are plentiful. It is com-
monly faid that Flyes differ according to their Ri-
vers, but I will be bold to fay they areall #like in
their kinds, there may poflibly be fome little diffe-
rence in their Colours arifing from the nature of the
Soil thro’ which the Rivérs run, or from the diffe-
rence of Men's fancies; but if every River were ro
produce different fotts of Flyes and Infelts, there
‘would be a thoufand times more than there-are.
Tlinlv d!:'*‘irﬁ of the two Salmon Flyes Imention'd is
calle :

The Dragon Fry.

He feeds himfelf on little Infelts that are fcarce
difcernable by. the naked Eye : I have taken great
Numbers of thefe out of the Mcuth of one of thefe

Flycsy they fued on them in the fame manner as
‘Swallows do. Ly Elying at them. The Head of
this Fly isalmoft ali Eyes, he has four Wings of 2
dark brownifh Colour, and his Bedy is of the fa;mlc.

. L2 ‘he
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The Body's of fome of them are two Inches and an .
Lalf iong. This Fly comes about the middle of
May and continues till the latter end of July.
There'is another of this fort called the

King’s Fither, or Peacock Fry:
This Fly feeds on the fame Infeéts with the fore

mer: He iscalled the King’s-Fifher from the beau-
- tifulnefs ot his Colour ; but I fhould think the Pea-

cock Fly to be the moft proper name for him, for
there can be nothing fo l'ke as the Feather that

‘ows on the neck of the Peacock is to this Fly’s

ings and Body : Hecomesin about the fame time
with the former and continues three Weeks or &
Month longer. There are in the laft place, to be
defcribed a Couple of Night Flyes, one of which

is \ |
The Biown Night Fry

He's made of the brown Feather of a Hen, and
the Body of the fame Colour, This is prope’rli;a
Moth whichflies by Nightonly : He is to be fith’d
with (if youare inclin'd to Night-fithing) in a dark

/ gloomy Night after a bright Day. When you Fifh

in this manner, ufe a Lin¢ about a Yard longer than
the Rod,-and put a couple of Maggots at the point
of the haok, which will be of great advantage as to
the fmelling part. It will take Fifh both in Streams
and ftanding Waters, and you may hear them rife
in as much perfe&tion as if vou were fithing by Day,
and 'will continue fo to do till break of Ifay, if 1t
tea cloudy gloomy Night; but if it be a Moon-
fhining and Star light Night, they will not flir at
thefe Flyes anK more than they will at the Daj-
¥lyesina bright Day. Theother is ) Th
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The White Night Fry.

" Which'in my opinion is thie beft of the two: Thig
is made of the white Owl's Feather on account of
the foftnefs of it. This Fly is to be made upon a
‘aniddle fiz’'d Worm-hook, the Body of the fame co-
lour with the Wing, and as’ big as a very latge
wheat Straw ¢+ He is in the greateft perfeftion about
‘the latter end of May, and continues till thé latter
‘end of Jure. He that poes out with an intent of
‘Killing a difh of Fith ii the day time and fails of
fuccefs, ‘may be fure of Killing them by Night, if
l‘:{] isfo difpofed, while this Night Fly 1s upon the
“Water. ) : '

~ Having now given a principal accoupt'ofk_' the

gﬁncipa] Flyes in their feveral Seafons requifite to

irnith out the diverfion of my Brother Anglers,

with the proper materials for making each Fly: It

will be neceflary before I concludeé the Subje&t of

. Fly-fithing, to lay down the beft dire&ions 1 can
for making the Artificial Fly. =~

The mannet of making the ’Artiﬁc'iavl
Fry., ‘

When you make an artificial Fly, you multin the
firft ‘place make choice of a Hook of ‘a fize propor-
tionable to the Fly you intend tomake, which s to
be whip’d on to your Indian Grafs, er Gu, or Hair,
in the fame manner as you would whip ona Worm

‘Hook, only with this difference, that inftead of
‘faftening near the bend of the Hook, (as is ufual in-
‘the other way) you muft faften your Silk near the
-zop of the fhank, and let your Silk remain, then ta-
king as much Featlrer as is neceffary for the Wih}ﬁ;‘
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lay it as even as you can upon the upper fide of the
fhank, with the buttend ot the Featger downwards
towards the bend of the Hook, and tye it faft three-
or four times round with the Silk, and faften it;
then with a Néedle or Pin divide.the Wings as er
qualas you can; then take your Silk and crofs it
three or frur times between the Wings, bringing
‘the Silk ftill downwards towards the bend of the
Hock, then taking your hackle Feather, tye it faft
‘at the bend' with the .point of the hackle upwards:
.Next, your furr or dubbing being ready, which is
.tomake the Body of the Fly, take a little of it
“and twiftir gently round your Silk, and work it up-
“ wards to the butt of the . ings, and there faftenit,
then take your hackle and Ribb irneatly over the
‘dubbing and faften it then bending the Wings and
gutaing them into the form you defign, bring on the
utt +nd of your hackle towards the Head, and
~there faften itfirm ; then taking a bit'of dubbingar

- furr as near to the coloyr of the head of the Fly gs

gou can, whip it twice or thriceround with yoyr
-Sitk; and then faften juft above the Wings, fo your
Fly is compleated. " - '

I Corifefs no diréfions can well be given for ma=
king a Fly, the way of .ddipg it fometimes varying

~according to the fort’ of Fly you are to make, or

according to the fapcy of the Artift; yet thefe rules
with a little pratice, will in fome meafure affift an
ingenious Angler’; buttofcea Fly made by a skil-
‘ful hand is the beft manner of learning: Itisalfo
‘very neceflary to take Notice as you walk by the
River, of the particular kind of Fly that the Trouts
Jeap at, ‘then catching cne of them, .and having a
_Bag of marerials ready provided for that urpnfe,
try how far Art can imitate Nature, and tho’ you
“mufs at firft, yet by diligent Obferyation and Expg-
' \ - ) R riencq
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Fience you will foon arrive at perfeétion, and take
a particular pleafure in Fly-making.

The Art of managing your Rod and throwing
your Fly is no more to be learn’d by Kules than
that of making it; only I would ‘advife ¢he young
‘Sport{man never to incumber himitlf with too much
Line, not longer at moft than te breadth of the
River he Fithes in. In raifing yodr Line, obferve
to wave your Rod a little round your Head, rather
than brihg it direttly backwards ; and take carenot
to make a return of your Line 'till it is gone to it's
full length behind you, othei wife you will be very
apt to whip off your Fly. The greatett skill is to
make your Line fall as light as poffible on the Waa
ter, efpecially in fmooth glideing Streams, for if it
falls heavy fo as to dath the Water, you will be
fure to affright'and not catch the Fifh, * When you
fee a Fifh rife at the natural Fly, the beft way isto
}‘hrow-?. Yard above-him, rather than direftly over

is Head, and. let your Flylmo_ve gently towards
* him, by which means you will fhew it "him more
* naturally, and he wijl be .the more tempted to
take it; but nothing but your own praftice and ex-
perience can make you a Mafter in the Art. o as
. to throw exaftly behind Treesand Bulhes into holes:
and cuils of the Water where the beft Fith com-
imonly lye, S S

- of botrom F;ﬁnmg

. ‘The Codbait or Cadis is one of the moft excellent

Baits for bottom Fifhing, and therefore I fhall be-;

in with it. ~They are to be found in gravelly and’

ony Brooks or Rivulets, and chiefly under Stones 5

When you get thém you will obferve that fome 05

them will ftick to the Stones, and thefe are,thﬁ
: _ ripe

PR
¢
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ripeft and beft colour'd. When you have got a@
many as you want, put them into 8 Linnen Bag,
and after you have tyed them up, dip them in the
Water, and keep them five or fix Bays dipping the
Bag in \ater once a Day, which will bring them
fir for Ufe, and make them Yellqw, and as tough
as an Earth Worm, To diftinguith the feveral forts.
of . thefe Cadis Worms, to.obierye what Fly each
of ’em is turn'd-to, and t9 know how.to mske ufe
of them in both Shapes, are things that thew the
Anglers niceft skill. They differ very miach accord-
ing to the Countries wherein they are bred, and are
roduced chiefly in little Rills that run into larger
Rivers, and are therefore a more proper bait i»-
thofe Rivers thanany other. They are a very fure
Bait for Trouts and Graylings. . =~ - ,

: Ho'\fr to U fe the Codbait,

. About a Week or nine Days in‘Ma'¥ Codbait fith~
3n§ comes in Seafon, which is the firft Bait to be U-
" fed in a Morning, -and*to be continyed till the mid-
© dle of the Day.  This isan excellént Bait till the
mitdle of June, and is to be ufed with a Hook lead-
* ed upon the fhank, and the Codbait drawnon to
' she top of it. It will take in deep Warers as well
#s. in Stveains,- by moving it up and’ down about
nine Inches or a Foot from the bottom : This it
commonly call’d fink and draw. There is another
manner of Fifhing with the Codbait-dt Midwater,
bug then you muft pur a Canon-Fly at the point
of your Hook.  This Bait is as gool a"bottom
Bait'as any that I know, if the¢ Water be clear,
and is to be prefer'd to the Worm at leaft three de-
rees toone, becaufeall forts of Pool-fith, and even
1e Eele are great lovers of it. This Bait ¥ always
Fifh with myfelf in the Morning, and particulal‘lr. l)c
while

‘
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while the May Fly is on; and I dare be bold to fay
thar there is not any Fifh upon his feed that will
refufe it.  This bait 1s to be made Artificially, and
fo near tothe Natural that 'tis impoflible to diftin<
guith the one from the other in ‘the Water.

The GrASsSHOPPER

Is likewife a curious fine Bait, which comes in as
bout the latter end of June. The young ones are
roduced about the middle of May, and are to be
found in the Joints and Knots of mott torts of Herbs
and Grafs in the Fields; in a white fermented
Froth, commonly calld Cuckow’s fpit: Here they
are nourifhed for fome time, and chen drop down
into the Grafs, and im about a Fortnight or three
Weeks time after this they are in perfettion. Itis
a beautiful fine Bait to Fith with, but very tender.
After the Legs are taken off, it is to be drawn upon
a Leaded Hook in the fame manner as the Codbait,
and to be meved about a Foot or nine Inches from
the bottom. Your Line muft be very fine fora
Yard or more abové the Bait, confifting of fingle.
Hairs if you have any ftrong enough, or elfe of
" fine Grafs' of Silk-worm Guts ; the reafon why it
. muft be thus fine is on account of the quicknefs of
its finking, for the quicker it finks the more freely .-
the Fifhi take it You may begin to Fith with this
Bait about the middle of June, and continue Morn-
ings Fithing till the middle ot Auguft if the Water
bein Order, for which it ought to be very fineand
low. I have myfelf caught with this Bait, Pike,
Trour, Grayling, Perch;, Botling, Roach and Dace,
ang am very fure that all Pool-fifh are equally fond
of it, for it is a very natural Faod both to Pools
and Rivers. The firft Flight of the Grafhoppersare
all dead or deftroy’d by the middle of July, bu
- - M o the y
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“they leave young.ones enough behind to fucceed
them; thefe continue till the Coldnefs of the Wea<
ther deftroys them, and this laft flight (as I fuppofe)
lay their Eggs in the Grafs to preferve their Species
till the next Seafon. The next Bait ¥ fhall mention is

The Cabbage-Worm, or Cabbage-grubi

Which isan Infe& produced from the Butter-fly,
when the White Butter-fly comes (which is about
. the beginning of May, you may find them on Cab-

bage Leaves) there is another fort of Grub which

we call the Sleeper, becaufe he lyes quiet and con-
eeal’d in the Hearts of. Cabbages, and never ap-
pears on the outfide Leaves as the fpeckled one-does:
his Back is of a dark Brown, and his Belly of a
beautiful Green, finely Ribb’d. This Grub you
may find from the beginning of July till the latter
end of September, and is to be found no where elfe
but.in the Hearts of Cabbagses: This proceeds fronx
the Brown Butterfly, and is of 2 harder Nature thamr
the other. There 158 a third Sort that is of a felf
" colour’d Green, which alfo lyes quiet in the Hearts:
of Cabbages, in- the fame manner as the former,
and is the leaft of the three. Ihave put all thefe
fort of Grubs:into a Box, and found that they were
turned intd three different forts of Butterflyes, the
fpeckled Grub was the White Butterfly, the Sleeper
~was a dark Brown Butterfly, and the little Green
one was a light Dun Butterfly with two little Cir-
cles in his Wings. of a different €oldur, which re-
fembled two Eyes: Thefe Ikept ina Box tillabout
the middle of April, when ¥ open’d the Box, I found
the three Husks, but the Flyes were crept out of
’em, and to fatisfy my Curiofity, I found the Husks
to be of the feveral Colours of the Grubs before de-
%rib’d, Thefe are all the Palmer Wormns tll:;; ¥
, .
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know of which belong to Cabbages. The Cab-
bage Grub is to be ufed about the fame time with
the Codbait, when it will not be improper to be
prepared with both Baits, for the Fifh are as fickle
in cheir Diet as any Thing I know, for they will
" change their Food half a dozen Times a Day, Bot-
tom and Top, fo that fometimes they . will prefec
-the Cabbage grub to the Codbait, efpecially when
they arg glutted with plenty of Codbait they love
to change their Food, and then will be the proper
Time to ufe the Cabbage Grub. You mul? P;i)th

with a Line the length pf the Rod ; the bottom of
* it muft ke fine that the Bait may fink che quicker :
Ufe a large fized Worm hook very well Leaded, for
it is a large tough bair, Itisto be Fifh'd within
the fame manner as the Codbait, about a Fooc or
nine Inches from the bottom, in ftill Waters, Curls,
or Streams. It is a very beautiful tempting Bait =
The firlt Sort continue till the latter end of June,
and after thac there are very. few tq be feen cill the
middle of Auguft, when they are fucceeded
in great quantities by the others.  Thefe Grubs and
the Grathoppars are the beft Lottom Baits till the
- latter end of Ottoker, which may be ufed every
Morning till 12 0’Clock if you pleafe, and then if
you are willing to change your Bait, you may ufe
the litcle pale Blue Fly with fuccefs, which the
Greyling are particularly fond of, for they love to
take the Cablage Grub or Grafhopper in the Fore-
noon, and to diyert themfelves with the Flyes
in the Afternoon.

'Qf Minnow-anhing, or trouling with .

the Pinx or Minnow.

M : This
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This Sport comes in about the beginning of March
if the Water be fine and low, and conrinues till the
Yateer end of May. 1tisa very eager Sport, and an
exceilent Bait in the clearing of the Water; itis
beft to be Fith'd with from about one o’Clock till
Sunfetting, the reafon is, becaufe at this time the

"Flyesand Infelts have drawn the Fifh out vpon
their feed, and then they will run very eagerly at
the Pink. At this Sport yeu muft have a very fhff
top Rod, and a ftrong Line about the length of the
Red, with a very large Hook, long in the Shank,
and well cover'd with Lead to the bend of the Hook.
The Minnow is to be drawn upon the Hook be-
ginning at the Head, an the point of the Hook to
come out 4 little above the Tail. Thisis to beu-
fed chiefly in very rapid Streams which help to .
give the Minnow a very brisk and natural Motion,
and thereby encourage the largeft Trouts tn take it.
In this way of Filking it is neceflary to havea
Swivel or two in Xour Line as well to help your
Minnow to Play and turn freely and eafily, as to’

revent your Line from twifting and breaking :

oit muft Obferve to draw your Line with a pretty
fwift motion up the Stream, and when you l}éc the
Fifh runat it &s you frequently. will} take care
that you do not fnatch away the Bait thro’ Sur-
prize, which is a Caution that the Experienc’d
Angler is fometimes nor fufficiently guarded ae
pga:nft. o

- Of Maccor Fifhing. o
Before I lay down any dire&ions for ufing thig

Bait, I thall give you the beft method of Breeding
them: and for this purpofe you are to take a Beef’s

iver
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Liver, Lights, Lungs ora Sheep's Head, but Livers
are the beft: after 1t is fcored with a Knife, lxan%
itupand cover it but not too clofe, for the Flyes will
blow it better cover'd then hanging in theopen Air.
In two or thiee Days after you perceive the Mag-
‘gotts to be alive, rtake down the Liver dnd put it
intna Barrel or large Earthen Pot, and there et it
remain till you think the Maggots are ot full growth
then take a fufficient quantity of Bran in proportion
to the largenefs of .the Liver, and throw it.into
them, and in three or four Days the firlt brood of
*em will come out of the Liver into the Bran and
“'there {cour themfelves: Then in three or four Days
more take a'Srickand ren thro” the Liver and hang
it acrofs the Barrel or Pot, when the later Bion
will foon ‘drop ont into the Bran and fcour them-
felves for your Ufe.  This ‘is the beft method tp
prevent their turning ‘to feemingly-dead Blackith
%rubs, and from thence to Flyes. I have known a
Fly-blow chang’d into the dead State of a Grub,
from thence into a Fly, which has produced other
Flyesin the {ace of 15 Days; bur thisis in the
hotter Months. If you are willing to preferve
‘Maggots all the Winter, you muft get two or three
Livers about the beginni .q&Novcmber, and if it
be a favourable Seafon the Flyes will blow them
as ftrongly as in the hotter Weather in ordertp
preferve their kind againft the next Summer, Thef,
are to be managed in the fame manner as_the.other,
only kept fomewhat warmer till they come 'to their
full growth, and then throw in a good quantity of
Bran which will keep them from Froft in the Win-
“‘ter, They are to be keptin a Cellar, or fome damp-
ifh place, .in the Barrel or Pot théy were bred in<
thus you may keep them till the latter end of Fe-
bruary. and atany time if the Weather will per-
mit, have them ready for Ufe, Ifhall inthe x}ex;
T placs

e
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'"E]ace give you a particular defcription of Maggot
‘ifhing, which T look upon to be the beft kind of
Bait that was’ ever invented, and of moft general
~Ufe for Killing Fifh in'Rivers or Ponds, Thus Fifh-
‘ing comes in the beginning of May, and continues
"till ‘after Chriftmas, but the beit " tume for takin
‘Grayling in Rivers, is from' the middle of Auguf
“till November, tho’ thefe Fifh are indeed not out of
‘Seafori all the Winter. and will take no other Bait
‘at'that rime fo ‘well 45 the Maggot.” Tt isin general
.to be prefer'd ten to one abcve any other Bait I
"know or ever heard of, for all forts of frefh Water
“Fifh, ‘except Salmon, Pike and Shad, will feed upon
this Baitin a very plentiful manner.- There is not
‘any Sort of Bifh'that I know of in the Rivers Severn,
“Wye, and Teme, but'l 'have taken with this Bait,
“except the three abovemention’d. Likewife if Gen-
“tlemen or Ladies ate inclin'd to Angle in Ponds,
this Bair ‘will .take Carp, Tench, Perch. Bream
-Roach, Dace and ‘Eele, &c. Itisthe beft Bair for.
‘quicknefs of fport,’ for upon throwing ,in a few
Handfuls of 'em by little and littleabout half an
“Hour 6r ar’ Hour'beffore you begin to Fifh, you will
“by that Means befure. to draw. the - Fifh -together, -
“and they:will “pick ‘,uff;','thc' Baits from the bottom,
‘%lﬁ as the Poultry will pick up their Food from the
“Ground, fo that when you come to the placeto Fith
‘they will te waiting in Expeftation of miore Food,
:a’m 'you may depend Fpoqvgavinvg S:?Ol‘,t,-"', St
Tho there are feveral forts of Ground-baitsand
“Paftes often recommended for taiting the Holes
where you Fifh, yet there are none of 'em com-
“parable to Maggots, for they will draw all theFith
“vpon feed thirty or forty Yardsup the River. It
“was formerly the praltice to Bait the Hock with
the Maggor, and.to bait the Holes with 'otherfor}
b . : . - . 0

;
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s ©f Ground-baits, which in my opinion could afford
bue little Sport, for neither Trout, Grayling, nor
Pearch will eat Grains, ftew’d Malr, Pafts, or an
fuch dead Baits, and therefore it isneceflary to bait
your Hojes with the fame you put upon your Hook,
living Baits when thrown into the Water being’
much more tempting than dead ones, and making
the Fifh much more eager. I have fometimes loit:
a Hook in a Grayling's Mouth, and in a Minute's
time have caughit the Fifh again and recover’d the

' Hook which I found in his Mauth. To confirm this
- Imay add, what Kappen'd to fome Gentlemen of
great diftin&ion whom I attended a Fifhing irt the
River near Oakly Park, who by the clearnefs of the
Warter plainly faw me draw the Graylings and o~
ther Fifh about me, by throwing in by degreesa
few Handfuls of Maggots, and diftinétly obterv d
their manner of feeding; and afterwards whem
they firuck two Hooks away in two Fithes Mouths,
they took Notice that thofe particular Fifh never
moved out of their Sighe, till they Hook'd them a-
gain and caught them in a few Minutes, each of
which weigh’d two Pounds: Thisinduces me to
believe that there is no Bait fp tempting (for Graya
ling efpecially) as the Maggot, for I could never
find by any of my Brother Anglers that there was
any Bait, except the Maggnt wherewith they could
tempt the Fifh to Bite again o fopnand fb often af«
ter they had once been Hook’d. I confefsa Gray-
ling is the moft free biteing Fith that Iknow, and
moft eafily taken, and therefore when I have had
great Succefs in taking a gond Dith of Fifhin a lit-
tle time, T'have been fufpefted by fome Perfons of
ufing Oilsand Allurements, when in faét they we.e
caught by Maggot-fifhing only. This is a way of
Fithing as eafily learn’d as any I know, the greateft
difficulty isto find out the moft proper feeding Plages
S . or.
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- for which Purpofe obferve in general that all Sorts
of Fith love ¢t Iye deeper upon cheir Feed in clear
Water & fhallower in muddy Water. Youmay fifh
without a Float, but the common Method is to ufe
one. When you fith in Rivers w:th thjs Bait you
muft filh with a Hook from.No. 6 to No. gaccord-
ing td the foulnefs or clearnefs of the Water, your
Line muft, be finer than for Pool-Fifhing, and you
mutft lead pretry heavy, your lower Link mul{ be .
cither a fingle Hair, or a fine Silk Wdrm Gut, and
always obferve that your Shot ‘drags upon the Bot~
tom, «fpeciall in a Stream, ‘

Of Worm Fifhing.
There are great Variety of Worms, but T fhalf
difcribe thofe only which are moft ufeful to the
Angler. The flielh-colout’d red Worm, or as heis
fometimes calld, the Dunghilt red Worm is to be
found commonly under old Thatch, or Thatchand
Dung mix'd together, this Worm is {inall and-knot-
ed and of a bright red, there are fome of them to
be found in moft Dung-hills. The Brandling isa -
very beautiful Worm ftreaked from Head to Tail in -
round ringlets, one fireak teing red and the other
yellow, heis chiefly to be found in Dung-hills con-
fifting -of Hogs-Dung and Horfe-Dung mix'd to-
gether, or you may fometim-s find very fine large’
cnes among the Shavings of Curriers Leather mix’d
with a litclé Earth, bur Hogs-Dung-and Horfes:
mix'd breeds the greateft in quantity. The lictle Gilt
Tail or Tag Worm is of a pale yellow towards the
Tail, isthorter than the Dung-hill réd Worm, but
knotted like it, he ischiefly to be found among old.
Hoife-Dung, where you may probably find thefe
thoce Sorts in the fame Dong-Hill. Tlhe Peacock~
xed; or black headed red Worm is to be found uréder
’ ‘ oW
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€Cow:dung or Horfe-dung three parts dryed in the
Fields: He is wo be tound from the latter end of
April till the beginning of Auguft under Cw-dung
chiefly, with his Head an Inch above the Ground ;
and I could acver find any of this fort in any other
places: The reafon of his being called the Peacock
red Worm, is becaufe his Head is of as fine a Glofs
as the Harl of a Peacock’s Feather, and very near
the fame Colour. Some take him to have a black
Head, butif they view him when heis well fcour'd
they will find him of a different Colour: He has a
very flat broad Tail, and isa very good Worm for

2

bortom Fifhiog.
The Lob-Worm of Dew-worm

1s beft in Seafon from the beginning of May till
the beginning of Auguft, and to be Filh'd with all
forts of ways; dometimesdt bottom, fometimes at .
mid-water, proaching with them for telcs, bobbing
with them tyed on Knots with Silk or Thread c.
Lob-Worms are of two forts, but of the fame kind ;
the Older are Knotted, the Younger without Knots,
which for diftinétion fakeare called the Maiden Lobs
as having hever bred, and are by fome called Red
Lobs, Of both forcs fome have a broad {preading
. Tail, and are more Red (eaded than the others;
tliey have a ftreak or lift along the Back, and being
!Igirﬁ:r and tougher are njoft valued for taking large .

The White Worm or Marl Worm

Ts chiefly found in Marl or Clay Land, and cain- .
monly after the Plow Tail : His Head is verv {mall .
and of a pale Red, and his Tailis tag’d with Yellow

N The
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the other part of his Body isnear of the fame Co’
1our with the Earth he is bred in ; but when he is
fcour'd heis of a pale White.

~The Dock Worm or Squifrél Tail

Is a fine pale Red Worm without Knots ; he i
chiefly foumf in moift places near Dock-Roots, and
is beft difcover’d by fhaking the Farth with a Dung
Fork. This is the beft Earth-Worm for Carp of
Tench of any Worm that I know.

| The Segg Worm

Is commonly found in the “hollow parts of Seg
near the Roots: He has a black Head and Whiti-l ,
Body, and isas tender as a young Wafp-Grub: He
is about an Inch'in length. " This Worm is not td
be found in any other place but the Roots of Segs;

fgr the Fifli in thofe Pools e«
fpecially where the Segs grow. '

The Cow Dung Bobb.

_ Ts to be found from the latter end of April till
the lacter end of July under Cow Dungs half dryed,
he is of a.whitilh yellow with ared Head, itisa
very tender Bait, and is to be ufed with the fame
Line and Hook as the Gentle or Maggnt, heisto be
puvineo fome of the Earth from under the Cow Dung
where he was found, and if kept moift and cool you
may keep him three Weeks or a Month. The ufual
Manner of keeping and fcouring Worms in wet Mofs

1‘; fo well known that I ne¢d not fay any Thing of
Ity :

s Googl Trout
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Trout Fifhing ‘with the Worm -

* Comes in the latter end of February and conti~-
nues good till the middle of May, particularly
Mornings and Evenings. The beft W%rms that I
know for this fport are the little Red Worm, the
Brandling. and the White Worm, which ought to
be well clean’d; Your Hook ought to be No. 2 or 3
fix'd to a good Indian Grafs or Silk-Worm-gut, and
Loux Leadg about nine Inches or a Foot frem the
ook : If the Warter be low, three Duck-Shots will
be enough: but if high, fiveor fix. Your Line muft
be a’ Foot or a Foot and half longer than your Rod,
if it be an open Gravelly River you Fith in, butif
incember’d with Trees or Buthes, let it he a Foot
or two Foot fhorter. You muft always be fure in an
open River to let the point of ycur Rod go before
¥oux Body, keeping your Lead upon the Gravel,
or then your Line Fifhes well; and the Reafon of
having your Line fo much longer than the Rod, is
to keep your felf as much out of fight as poffible,

efpegially in a clear Warter; but in a muddy Water .
there is no neceffity of having your Line any Ienger
than the Rod. When you go to Arm your Hnok Iéor
Worm-fithing, keep your Link op the infide the
Hook, whippinga g_riﬁle along with it, and this is
done to prévent your Baic from flipping, otherwife

it will be apt to'flip down into the bend of the Hook

4nd choak 1t up that it cannot carch hold on the
Fith. This is the beft Method of tottom Fithing

* with the Worm that I can dire®. There is no ne-

ceflity of having your Linelongér than the Red for
any other fort of Bottom-fithing.
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Of Palmer W orms. -

There are feveral forts of little Grybs or Worm
of various Colours to be found in the Summer timg
upon the Leaves of Trees and Buthes which are
called Palmer-Worms. Thefe are beft to be got by
beating and fhaking the Boughs of Uaks, Crab-trees,
Hawthorns or other Bufhes that grow over Highs '
‘ways or other bare and open places where you mag
molt conveniently find them and gather them up af«
ter they are fallen.” When you have found a fuffis
cient number of 'em, in order to keep them for ufe,
you muft put them in feveral Boxes, every fort b
themfelves, and feed them with fome of the frefh
Leaves trocm the Tree they were taken from: You
muft feed chem. five or fix times a Week, and be
fure you take the wither'd Leaves from them as of-
ten as you give them frefh ones, and you muft obs
ferve to make little holes in the Boxes to give them
Air. All thefe forts are ver)ll_ natural Food for Fifh
in Rivers as well as Ponds. Three- of thefe fortsarg
to be made Artificially, that is, the Brown Pdlmerx
Worm, the Black Palmer Worm, and the Red Pal-
mer Worm. o

The Brown Palmer is made of Hog's Dow:
dyed of an Amber. Colour, Ribb'd with Silvet
Twift, and a Red Cock’s Hackle aver it. The Black
one is made of the Black Oftridge’s Feather, or
the Feather out of the top-knnt of a Plover, Ribb'd
with Gold Twift, and cover'd with a Black Co¢k’s
Hackle. The Red one is made of Reddifh Colour'd
Mohair, Ribb'd with Gold Twift, and a Red Hace
kle over it. . ' o

Thefe Worms are to be Fifh'd with either at top
or bottom: At top you mutft fith with it in the famé
A : manner
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, manger as the Artificial Fly, and at the bottom in
_the fame mianner as the Cabbage Grub or Grafs-
hopper, made Artificially upon a ‘Leaded Hook. The
Birds, as well as Fifh are great Lovers of thefe In«
fedls, particularly the Green and Blue forts, buc
never obferv’d any Bird take the hairy fort. F al-
ways found thofe Baits moft proper to be Fifh’d
_ with in the fame manner as Maggots or Worms,
and in this way you muft Angle with a prewy fine
Mook about No. 4. Let your Float reft your Bait
four or five Inches from the bottom either in Rivey
or Pond. This is likewife an excellent bait for
Bobbing at the Bufh, with a fine Bittern's Feathet
wrapt about the upper end of the Shank, and the
Bait drawn upon the bend of the Hook, and if ther
are any Fifh upon feed near it, they will nor refuii
jt: This Bait when it firft drops off the Boughs, of-
. ten {wims down the Water by reafon of the Webb

3t is iavolv'd in, which bears it up, when the
Trouts that are lurking under the Boughs in expecs
tation of the, Prey, will feldom let them efcape
And thus I have given you the beft and fhorteft ace
gount I can of thefe Worms.

Of the Beetle.

‘Another Bait which I have not yet takern Nctice
of, and which is fometimes very ufeful to the Ang-
Jer, is the Beetle; ‘this is of different Colours, the
one quite Black, the other of a dusky Red: Each of
them having two psir of Wings one over the other;
the uppermoft hairy and hard, the undermoft fofr
and tranfparent, and when unfolded and ftretched
out, are much longer than the hard Wings, and of
- a blueith Coloar. The Reddifhr are efteem'd the
beft, and both to be found in Horfe dung or Cow-
dung after three or four Days droptin chefi;rl:s,

s

~
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from the time that Cattle. go out to Grafs till aBout
Michaelmas. When you come to ufe them, clip off
their hard Wings, and hang them on your Hook:
with their Legs towards the Water. Your Line
muft be ftrong, and about a Yard and half, or two
Yards long, and fo Bobb or Dip for large Trouts or
Botlings under Banks or Bufhes in clear and bright
Weather. | '

There isa fort of little Worm or Infe& which E
could not help taking particular Noticeof laft Year,
which | found in prodigious Numbers upon the Orl
Trees or Buthes about Michaelmas. | fometimes
Obferv’d fifry or fixty of *emupon a Leaf, which
were then about'the length of a Barley-corn, but
in about a Fortnight came to be about an Inch
long. They Eat all the Leaves from off the Orl
Trees, and Bufhes for) half a Mile up the River,

_and appear'd in fuch infinite fwarns that there was -
fcarce a Leaf to be feen up-n a Tree or Bulh. When
they had deftroy'd tne Leaves they fell into the Ri-
ver, and I found the Trout, Grayling, and Dace
had fed plentjj_fully upon them, and were gorged
with them. Thefe Worms have black Heads, four
Feer under their Throats: and a black Lift down -

. their Backs, with two yellow Streaks on each fide
from Head to Tail. I perceiv'd they could hang
faft by cheir Tails, when the reft of their Boay’s:
were loofe and difengaged. I never before took
Notice of thefe Worms, tho’ I have made my Ob-
fervations upon Infells near the River, during the
courfe of my Prattice for many Years; yet no
doubt fome of *em, more or lefs, may be found eveq
vy Year: But this wis a fight new and furprifing tq
me, as well as to many others that aw them. -

-

. - . Ihavg

-t
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1 have now given my Reader a full. Accornt of
all the moft ufeful Baitsas well Natural as Artifici~
al; and have laid down the beft and plaineft di-
rettions I can, when, and_in what manner to ufe
them fo as to conduce moft to his Diverfion; and

" fhall now take my leave of him in the celebrated
Wotds of the Poet B ‘

e Si quid Novifti veBius iflis, .
Candidus impeiti, Si mon, bis utere mecums,

%
o
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