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HE. following Treatife on Shooting”

(in which I bave bzen as concife under
the différent heads us the nmature of the
- fubject nwould admit of) muft 4? leaft be
Jound ufeful to the Young Sportfman. A
complete awork.of this kind, I-am fenfible,
has been long wanted; but whether the
brief contents of thefe pages have, in any
degree, a merit to fucb a title, I leave to
the determination of my brather j}orgfmm
in general.



*s* Tbis Pamphlet being entered i the
'  Hall-Book of the Company of Sta-
 tionersy dnd at the Stamp Office (ac-
cording Yo At of Parliament ) who-

© ever pirates the whele or any part of

3ty shall be prq/feeuted as the Low
&re&sc , :
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Engh{h Shootmg

Of 1he mel’edge of a gaod Fowlmg-

Piecs.

UR Englith Fowhng-plece has,
i of late years, met with fo muc.h '

’ ¥ improvement, that we may,
~ without partiality, efteem it
cqual, if not fupenor, to afy other
_in Europe. Notwithftanding, it muft
be confeffed, we have many more bad

thax; good Pxeces among us ; wherefore
1!



ey
it will be very neceflary ta lay dowi -
a few hints for the ufe of the young
fportfinan ; that he may not ignorantly
purchafe a Piece worth' little or nothing,
" when he is perhaps defirous of having
one of the beft fort.

As to the apparent good properties of
one of our modern Pieces, they may be
reckoned thus: the barrel of a tolerable
large bore, and very {mooth, with a hand-
forne outfide, and the length from three
foot to three foot' fix inches; - the
lock rather {mall, with good and ftrong
fprings ; the ftock neat, not too much -
bent in the butt; and, on the whole,
the Piece to rife light and handy to
the fhoulder; the mounting may be
according to fancy ; however, the brafs;
as- being lefs liable to be damaged by
wet, and no trouble to keep clean, is’
certainly preferable to the fteel.

The internal goodnefs of 'a Piece can
only be known by trial, without which
no new one fhould-be purchafed. . |

- For the purpofe of tr);irig a gun, the

* following hints may fuffice ; tack a large
- \ fheet
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theet of brown paper, with a card:
in the middle, on a clean barn- door,
cor fome “fuch place, that the degree
of f{cattering may be the better ob-
ferved ; ftand at about the diffance of
feventy yards, and try ‘at firft the
common charge of a pipe of powder,
and a pipe and half of fhot; and, to
do' the gun juftice, be as fteady as.
poflible in your aim: if you find you
have thrown any at this ‘diftance into
the card, you may fafely conclude the
Piece is a good one; or if you have
miffed the card, perhaps through un-
fteadinefs, and thrown a  tolerable
{prinkling into the fheet, you may

* have the fame good opinion of the

gun; but if you find none in the fheet,
and are fenfible of having fhot fteady,
try then an equal quantity of powder
and thot (which fome barrels are found
to carry beft) at the fame diftance;
and if you then mifs giving the fheet
a tolerable fprinkling, refufe the Piece,
as being but an indifferént one, if you
are determined to have one of the beft
fort, which certainly is moft advifeable :”

and thls trial may be reckoned alto-
. ' gether
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g’cthcf fafficient for a gun that is
recommended by any gunfmith as a
firit-rate one.-

For the fecond, or more indifferent
fort, let fifty-five or fixty yards be the
diftance of'trial, and a judgment formed.
according to the above rule: but it muft
be obferved, that as' fome Pieces carry
a larger quantity of powder and thot than
others, {o it will be advifeable to try:
three or four different  quantities ; - but
never to exceed a- pipe and a half of
powder, and the proportionable quantity -
of thot, as abovementioned.

W
5

Y
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WHEN a perfon is maf’er of a

good PlCCC, the keeping it in
proper order is a main article to the
doing execution with it: it is neceﬁluy
the infide of the barrel, the touch-hole,
and the lock be kept clean ; and the
Aprings and moving parts of the lock
“properly oiled. -

““The barrel fhould be waﬂled at leaft
after every eighteen or twenty fires,
where the beft fort of powder is ufed;.

- but if the gunpowder is an inferior
- fort, then the barrel will require the
oftencr wathing. -

The beft method of wathing a barrel
is, by taking out the brrtch-pm, -but
as this can feldom be conveniently done,
take the barrel out of the ftock, and put
the britch-end into a pail of warm water,
- leaving the * touch-hole open; then,
with an iron rod, with tow or a bit
of linnen rag.at the end, ‘draw up, and
'down in the fyringe manner, till it is
. : quite
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* quite clean ; changing the water, and
rinfing the infide, as_the foulnefs re-
quires : when the barrel is perfecly
clean, its infide muft be dried by tow,
or linnen rags; and when this is done,
it will be proper to put it in a red-hot
iron, of fix or eight inches in length,
(which any blackfmith will furnith,)
and move it up and down to dry any
remaining damp: the outfide of the
* barrel fhould be well dried, and a little
oil rubbed over every time of cleaning,
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The Appendages of the Gun:
[NHE neceffary appendages in the

Fowling-piece are, an iron rod,

with a fcrew or worm at one end, and

a fcrape (to elear ruft or caked powder)
-at the other, which rod is to be ufed for
the wafthing and dry-cleaning’ the infide
of the barrel, and a turn-fcrew thould
be kept for the ufe of the lock.

| A flafk, or horn, for the .carriagd of
the powder, the fize and fhape of which

may be according to fancy; however,
it will be pr0£er to have the meafure of .

the charge to hold the exa& quantity the
gun is found to carry..

A leather pquéh, Qr finall canvas bag,

to carry the thot; with a tin, or other .

meafure, that will hold the exa& charge
of the gun: this article of the exa&
meafure for the powder and fhot fhould
" be particularly obferved ; as it not only
faves trouble,  but is charging with
more certainty and exanefs.

Ba o Tk
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The Choice of Powder, Shot, and Flints.
T HE beft fort of Powder is fmall~
g

. grained, hard to crumble between
the finger and thumb, and of a bluifh
caft; which fhould be the only fort
ufed, by rights, for the Fowling-piece. .

- 'The fhot fhould be round and folid ;
and the more it has thefe properties the -
better it is: the fize muft be according
to the thooting that it is intended for;
~ there is from Ne 1 to 6, and. fmaller, -
which is called muftard-feed, or duft«
fhot; but Ne g 1s fmall enough for any
thooting whatfoever ; the N° 1, may be
ufed for wild-geefe 5 the N° 2, for ducks,
widgeons, and other water-fowl; the
Ne 3, for pheafants, 'Spartrid s after
the firft month) and all the fen-fowl;
the Ne 4, for partridges, woedcocks,
&c. and the N° 5, for fnipes, and all
the {fmaller birds. _
As to the choice of flints, thé clear
ones are the beft; but whether the
dark or light fort, is immaterial, as
R there
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there are good: of both kinds: the fize '
thould be fuited to the lock of the gun,
and be neither too large and thick, nor
too fmall and flight; the firlt will not
give fire freely, and the other will be
very apt to break.

of
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Of Partridge-Shooting.

“JArtridge-thooting begins, by A& of

— Parliament, on the firft of Septem-
ber, and ends the twelfth of February ;
and which, on account of the cleannefs,
little fatigue, and more certain diverfion
than any other, by their being found in
coveys, and taking fhort flights, isgene«
tally efteemed the gentecleft and beft.
{port we have in England. '

In the beginning of the feafon, they
haunt the wheat, barley, oat, peas and-
bean ftubbles; but the wheat-vetch is
their favourite : they alfo lie in turnips,
clover-feed, on fallow-land ; and indeed, -

- at times, are found any where..

The moft proper dog, and what is .
generally ufed for Partridge-fhooting, is
the pointer, a dog extremely well cal«’
culated for the fport; as Partridges can
feldom or ever be feen on the ground, if
the ftubble, &c. be but three or four’
-inches high : if the pointer be ftaunch,
and have a good nofe, he will feldom
' ' pafs
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pafs in common fields within forty yards
of a covey, without intimating by a
point pretty near the exa® line they
- lie in. 4

A brace, or leath of dogs, are fuffi-
cient, where the fields are not uncom-
monly large ; if they are, two brace or
more will be preferable:

The fmall light dogs are, for many
reafons, to be preferred to the large,
“heavy, Spanifh breed ; as they hunt the
ground over quicker ; quarter it better ;
and will go over two or three times as
much as the heavy fort, without being
tired, -or loofing the fkin off their feet.

* 'When we come on the covey, and
the dogs point and back one another
well, which fhould be carefully ob-
ferved, reprimanding fuch as are in
fault; then we either put on the dog
who firft made the point, or walk the
covey up; either way may be practifed,
but the laft is rather preferable.

Now
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‘Now appears the difference between -
the good and bad fportfman; the great.
eft coolnefs and compofure are now ne~
ceflary : when they rife, lift your gun
~ deliberately to your fhoulder ; fingle out’
that bird which flies maft fcparatc from
the -reft, and when you find your aim
~true and fteady, and not before then,

fire ; obferving carefully the way the
reft of the covey take, and mark, as
nearly as you can, where they go down.

" As to rules for fhooting flying, they
are of little or no fignification : a good
gun, a cool and fteady aim, and prac-
* tice; for the nice difference in a1m1ng
at or before the mark, muit all contri-
bute to make a good flying markf{man.

The. beﬂ: of Partridge- fhootmg, in
the fportfmans elteem, is, when the-
birds take to the hedges, (as we term it)
which is running under the ‘Hedges in
the time. of rain, for thelter; where
they will lie for fome time after the
rain is over: when it is fair, and pot
'before, take two or three fpamels, or,"
rather, a brace of good hedge-pointers,

and
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end hunt the hedges near where you
know the covey lies : two perfons fthould
go together in this fport, oné on each
fide the hedge ; the bird being reckoned
his thot, on whofe fide of the hédge it
flies out. -The bitds will foon feparate,
and afford excellent dwerﬁon, by nﬁngr
fingly, and near you, gwmg time for
the better alms L ; :
iyt .
When pomtets arc ﬁfed, the blrds
are frcquently obliged: to be beat out,
by ftriking the bufh where the point is
made, and they will often lie and fuffer
- themfelves to be taken by both fpaniels
and’ pointers ; fo ftupid and lazy are
they aftcr rain; :

In th1s fport the Bnrds ihould bé .
carefully marked, or it Wlll be but very
tirefome dxverﬁom -

RN
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- Of Pheafant-Shooting. |
FP\HIS fpert be'iiné, by A& of Par-

liament, on the firft of O&ober,
‘and lafts till the firft of February.

The Pheafant’s brood is caljed an eye,
as the brood of the Partridge is a covey.
They are of late years, become much
more {carce. than formerly ; however,
they are found in. the waods in moft of
the counties of England, more or lefs :
they afford very pretty thooting; though
far more fatiguing and tirefome than
partridge-fhooting; owing to the buthes,
briars, and other difagreeable circum-

ftances of the W;oc_)d.s}‘ .

. Spaniels are to be ufed in this fport ;
and two, three, or four brace, may be
taken together into the wood; the num-
ber of perfons together fhould not ex- .
teed three or four, and they fhould go
regularly up and down the wood, and .
" f{pread at about thirty or forty yards
diftance : the dogs fhould not be of the

' ' wild

‘ /




wild fort, but keen-nofed, and apt to

_ give their tongue, (i. e. bark or yelp)
when they come on the fcent. .

Keep as near the dogs as poffible ;
and when they {pring, one or more, let
fuch only fire at the bird as to whom,
in point of rifing, it belongs; which
rule fhould be always obferved in all
forts of fhootinéL in company. In phea-
fant-thogting, the trees. frequcntll;r in-
terfere, therefore forbear firing till you
have a clear aim at the bird ; which, if
it cannot be had, it is better to Iet him
_efcape for another chance. '
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‘' Of Woodcock-Shosting.

“ HE feafon for Cock-fhooting, gene-
_* rally begins towards the latter end
- of November; they are birds of paffage,
and come over to ‘us in flights in the
night-time, about the full of the moon:
the firft flight, which is fometimes in
October, is commonly very fcanty; but
they continue coming over, more or lefs,
¢very'moon, till February; confequent—
ly, it will generally’ be found they are
in greater-plenty towards.the latter end
of the winter ;-though -this is"no abfo-
lute rule, as they are very irregular with
regard to number in their coming over;
fometimes the firft or fecond flight be-
ing the largeft we have through the
winter, and. the others very trifling :
they remain with us generally till the
middle or latter end of March,

Their haunts are chiefly in the {prings
and bogs, -in woods and coppices; and -
in the beginning of the winter, before
the leaves are well off, they prefer the
out-parts of the woods. '

-

For
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For {pringing them, we ufe {paniels;
and a leath, or two brace, of the fteady,
keen-nofed fort, are fufficient for two
or three {hooters which are as many
as thould go together in this fport ; and,
as in pheafant-thooting, it is ncceﬁ'ary
to keep as near the dogs as poffible;
which fhould always be obferved where
fpaniels -are ufed.

A Woodcock is a very tender bird ;
and being a large mark, affords. eafy,
pretty fhooting, where a perfon has got
the art of thooting flying tolerable well ;
but it frequently occurs that the bird
' rifes in a perpendicular line, which is
the moft diflicult fhot that is; in this
cafe, an unexperiedced fportfman will
find it more advifeable to forbear firing -
(if opportunity will allow) till the bird
has arrived at the height of the perpen-
dicular, and flies offward ; butasa fhot
will be often loft by this delay, the good
markfman thould never wait it, exccpt
he judges the thot will be better.
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Of an)e-Sboatmg

HE Snipe, like the woodcock, is

- a bird of paffage ; they begin com-

ing over to us about the middle or latter.

end . of O&ober, and remain with us

pretty forward in the {pring. They fre-

quent, like the woodcock, the fprings,

- bogs, and marfhy places ; but with this

difference, that the cock feeks thefe in

cover, and the fnipe i the open clear
parts, as fields and commons.

Snipes afford as pretty fport to a good
mark{man, as any bird whatfoever ; tho’
they " are very "quick fliers, yet are
very tender, and will fall almoft at thg -
~ bare report of the gun.. ‘

- The feveral difagreeable c1rcumﬁances
met with in wood-fhooting, are in this
fport avoided ; and a perfon has here no
other inconvenience, than a little wet
and dirt, which may be eafily guarded
againft by wearing boots.

- We
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. We {pting fnipes either with {paniels,
or by making a flight fharp kind of
noife, about the places where we know
~they "haunt : they moftly fly dire&ly
againt the wind (if there is any mate-
rial dir ftirring), and a thot after them
is the beft and moft fure: the flant and
" crofs fhots are rather difficult, as they

are a fmall mark, and fly exceeding

quick. - '

~ . For praéhce in this, which is very
mce, fwallow-fhootmg may be ufed in
fummer to advantage, '

£%

Cof
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of Wdter—fajwl and Fen-fbootings

HE haunts of the Watér-fowl,
as Geefe, Ducks, Wldgeons, &
are well known.

In fhooting them; we ufe the longeﬂ: |
 killing gun, and as large fhot; as the
Ner or 2. ,

The proper dog is the rongh curled,
water {paniel, of which the white fort
are commonly the beft; they fhould be
under the ftriteft command ; be ready
at fetching any thing out of the water,
fthhout biteing it ; and catching what
is only wounded; fhould be ufed, on
occafion, to creep quiet, and clofe be-
hind the mafter’s heel ; of fuch, one or

two will be fuﬂicxcnt for this fort of
- thooting. :

Th_e fowl may either be fhot fwim-
“ming, or, which is better, taken on
"the wing; as in the- water they are -
ftrongly guarded by the clofe lying of -
‘ the1r wings and feathers; therefore, if
' a perfon
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8 pcrfon isa good markfman, it will bé
hlways beft to fpring thcm firft.

" The beft place to. throw the thot;
if opportunity will allow, is under the |
wing, as that is by much the tendereft
~ place ; and the worfe of all is the breaft,

‘as the feathers here lie extremely thick
. and clofe. This fport, though very
good, where Wlld-E)W]. are plenty, is
very little prattifed by gentlemen, owing
to the feveral difagreeablé circumftances .
attending it.

 The fen-{hootmg is, but httle fol-
lowed by gentlemen fportfnien, any
more than wild-fowl fhooting, The |
"' haunts of the fen-birds are fufficiently

~known by their title. - '

We ufé, in géneral, the Ne 3 thot,
which will ferve as well for the blttcrn,'
and curlew, as the plover.

Orie o two fteady -water or land
{panicls may be ufed; and it will be
always beft to fprmg the birds before

ﬁnng , '
| D - of
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Of warious Upland Winter Shooting.

OUR common field thooting is ge-
nerally beft in frofty weather, and
when the ground has a tolerable cover .
of fnow. We have in moft parts of
England, a variety which affords very
tolerable fport ; the moft common are,
different forts of wild pigeons, field- °
fares, ftarlings, redwings, &c. . .
In this diverfion we ufe no dog; and
the fewer fhooters together.the ‘better.
- The feveral kinds of pigeons require
the No 3 fhot, ‘a8 being ftrong birds ;
and may be either' taken on' the
‘wing, or as they petch on a tree; but
the rock pigeons are beft, in general,
taken on the wing; however, it fome<
.times happens thata thot at them fitting
is more proper ; in ‘this, difcretion muft
dire®. The fieldfare is a very common
bird, -it feems to ‘delight moft in large
clofe orchards ; but in hard weather, in
the fields; ‘they frequent the haws buthes,
and'afford very ptetty diverfion :- though
thiey ire naturally very wild, yet, when
a hard froft is fet in, there is no diffi-
a : Culty :
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culty in getting within forty yards of
them, at the time they are keenly en-
gaged on their feeding buth: here they
will fit forty or fifty fometimes toge-
ther., -

- The proper- way of managing this
kind of fhooting 1is, if poflible, to fe-
crete behind a ‘buth, or in a hedge,
within fhot of one of the buthes they
frequent : when 3 fufficient number (ag
the perfon may judge) are together, to
fire at them as they fit ; what are killed
thould .be taken -up,; and the fhooter
seplace himfelf as before: in a quarter
of an hour, or lefs, more will probably
be on the buth; and he may often go
on fhooting in the fame place, all the
while they are on their feed, which is
from a little after {fun-rife till eleven of
twelve o’¢clock ; and in the aftermoon they
go on again, about an hour before fun-
fet 5 but fuch fport as this muft be ex-
pected only where ficldfires are in great

Starlings afford -tolerable diverfion in
thooting ; in winter-they, for-the moft
~part, go in flocks from twenty to fifty ;
- they delight chiefly to be in moift paf-

2 tures
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tures among cattle, and fometimes fit
fo clofe together on the ground, that a
perfon may kill twenty-five or thirty
at a fthot ; taking thefe on the ground,

.ot wing, may be left at the difcretion
of the fhooter; but the wing will
be beft preferred :  what are fhot, fhould
have their heads immediately pulled off,

- which, by their bleeding, frcvents a
bitternefs of tafte they would otherwife
have: ufe for thefe and fieldfares the

' Ne 4 fhot. ' D

In fhooting larks in flocks, ufe the
N° 5 fhot; and make it a rule always to
take them on the wing: here it will be
advifeable to have the gun fcatter more
than common; in order to do this, put

~ inan equal quantity of powder and thot,
fuppofing the ufual charge to be three

- parts fhot to two of powder ; but if the
gun, in common, carries an equal quan,
tity of each, then it will be neceffary
to put in only about three parts of fhot
to four of powder : .and in'fhooting any
of the fmaller birds in flocks, this rule
of charging thould be obferved,

Necefiry

o™
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Nrcqﬂ"ary Obﬁ:rvattom for the yotmg
v Sportfman.

H E fportfman thould make it a
general rule to turn out with or
before the fun ; the morning is the beft
time for all forts of fhooting : he fhould
be provxdcd with a fpare flint or two,
and a ftrang pocket knife that will ferve,
on occafion, the purpofe of a turn-
fcrew; he fhould take out the beft
powdcr that can be got, and -that fized
- fhot which fuits the fport he purfues.
When we come to the place where
we turn out, if dogs are ufed, we put
them on the hunt by Whlﬁhng or hying
on (as the term is): it is neceffary to
obferve the motions of fpamels, for there
are but few but what will give fome inti-
mation when they come on fcent; ufe
them to come in at a tharp call, and never
fuffer them to run after a b1rd except
it is .wounded : oberve to let the dogs,
whether {paniels or pointers, have the
wind as much as poffible (that i 1s, let
them hunt aga,mﬁ tﬁe wmd)
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In ufing pointers when they are per-
ceived' ‘drawing en a point, and are
known to be nat guite ftaunch, call to
them to take heed; and if they {pring

without flanding, correfk them flightly -

with a fwitch, or fmall flick, or better

a pocket dog-whip, fpeaking angrily-

to them, and keep them at a dftance
the remaining part of the day, but not
fo much as to make them fulkey; how-
ever, if their after bechaviour deferves

‘encouragement, it may-not be improper

to take them into faveur,

Obferve after a fire mever to blow
through the barrel,- but charge again
immediately, while the infide of the
barrel is hot and dry ; by this method,
of immediate charging, a gun feldom,

hangs fire, and carries much fmarter and, ~

better; there is no occafion to wipe

~ either pan or flint while out (if the flint

is gaod, which, by the bye, it always
thould be); but on seturning home,

wipe clean with tow, or linen rags, both

out -and infide of the barrel, and alo
the lock from the foil of the powder ;
when it is thus cleaned, hangit up, and
if it can be fo ordered, where a conftant
' winter
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‘winter fireiskept,hanging itatamoderate
diftance from the fire: the powder flafk
" fhould alfo be kept in the fame deoree
of warmth in winter time ; if the
has received any rain or Wet let it be
wiped thoroughly dry, and ftand fome
time near a fire, to dry any remaining
~ damp, and have a little oil rubbed over
~ it before hanging up. ' o
Laftly, it may be obferved, -if a gun
is brought home loaded, if it is not very
foul, it may remain four or five days fit
for ufe, but never thould longer, as it
will be apt to hang fire; and even if it

remains butone night loaded the touch-

. hole thould be cleared with a pin, and .
~ freth primed: but it is a good cuftom
with many never to fuffer 2 gun to be
‘hung up charged, but on returning
home to dfaw the thot and fire off the.
powder, by which, they not only pre-
vent fome degree of hanging fire, but
alfo are clear of any accident happening
by unwary or ‘ignorant meddlers, of
which we have had many fatal inftances.’
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Tbis Day is ptt&lijZeJ,‘

Tn a handfome Pocket Volume, adorned with a
curious Frontifpiece, Price T'wo Shitlings and Six<
pence fewed, or T'hree Shillings neatly bound ;

. THE o
COMPLETE SPORTSMAN;
O R, _
Country Gentleman's Recreation:

Containing the whele ArTs

Of breedirig and managing Game Cocks, with the
beft Methods of fighting them ; of rearing and back-
ing Colts ; of managing Race Horfes, Hunters, &c:
Of Horfe-racing, of Bowling; of .Hare-hunting;
~ of Fox-hunting, of Buck-ﬁunt'mg, of Otter=
. hunting, of Courfing, of breeding and ordering

Dogs for the Gun or Chace, &c. Of Angling
in all its various Branches; of breeding Pigeons;
Rabbits, Canary Birds, &c. Of finding the Haunts
of Partridges, Pheafants, and all manner of
Gante, &c. ‘

Together with fevetal othet equally curious Arti-
ticles, too numerous to be mentioned in this
Advertifement, -

By THOMAS FAIRFAX; Efg

A Sportfman’s Skill, whoever means to claim,

Mouft read our Bosk, and then he'll know bis Game s
*Twill Bowlers,” Courfes; Racers, Hunters, fiit 3
Or teach the Fowler flying Birds to fboot .

LonpoN: Printed for J. CookE, in Pater-nofter
Row, and fold by all'other Bookfellers in Great .
Britain and reland.
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Dogs for the Gun or Chace; &c.  Of Angling
in all its various Branches; of breeding Pigeons;
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By THOMAS FAIRFAX, Ef.
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*Twill Bowlers,” Courfes, Racers, Hunters, fiit ;
Or teach the Fowier flying Birds to fboat.
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