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Custom having pronounced that a book is
incomplete without a prefatory introduction,
it might savour of .arrogance if the tribute
were witheld in the present instance, although
to a novice the task of complying with this

injunction is not a little embarrassing.

In order to explain the motives whick
directed the intrusion of the following pages

upon tlie public, z“t,may be.necessary to pre-

‘mise that desire of fame, or expectation of
profit, wasnot amongst the number. Awish
that every lover of the Angle skould partici-

pate in the advantages to be derived from -
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a constant reference to the representatiom of
the Insects, on whichhis diversion so mate;
rially depends; and, the hope that from this
humble attempi the idea of a complete work
on Water Insects would suggest itself to
s'omepersoﬁ more capable of the undertaking,
induced the writer to publisk kis Observa-
tions an Angling, and Specimens. of Flies,
whioh “were: originally .only 'z'ntended* Jor
private inspection. - .. |

The insignificant tight in which publica-
tions of this nature are generally held by the
Literati, and the indifference with which
they are so often treated by those who have
no inclination for rural sports, may probably
screen this treatise Jrom the lask of the
eritic. . And as it is the wish of the Author

that it should be disseminated amongst
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"FriEnDs only, (for as such he has been
accustomed to consider every brother of the
Angle) he throws himself upon their good
nature for lemity in criticism where they
disapprove, and for candour in approbation
should any portion of t}ze matter be in unison
with their own ideas, or contribute in any

wise to their success. Relying upon which,

he has the honour to subscribe himself
Their most obedient kumble servant,

G. C. B.

LiverpooL, 1st MARCH, 1816,
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FLY FISHING

\ . AND, ITS ADVANTAGES.

F the supériority
‘which this parti-
cular branch of .
ANGLII'\JG possess-
es over every other .
method, so many
persbns have written at length," and its
merits have been so gen_efally acknowledged
"by all who have had the opportunities of -
“discriminating, that to entér'diﬁ'usivlely into -
the particular advantages which distinguish
it would be superfluous, and by no means
in conformity with the intentions of the

compiler.

Gy
=
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It may, however, be necessary to point
out a few of the leading characteristics
which combine to render this delightful re-
creation so i)re-eminenlt amongst Rural
Sports; and in the course of the work to
connect a few observations, in order to con-
fute the objections which prejudiced persons
are but too apt to bring forward in opposi-
tion to the gratifying pleasures which admi-
rers of this pursuit so justly exhibit in a

warm tone of colouring,

Without referring to the antiquity of
the art, as a recomméndation, or enumerat-
ing the catalogue of virtuous qualities, such
as patience, perseverance, &c., of which
an Angler is supposed to be possessed,
it is simply necessary to observe, that many
very eminent and learned characters have
devoted much of their leisure time to this .
agreeable recreation; and it is a fact worthy

of notice, that although many persons
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have quitted other sports for the amuse-
ment of Fly Fishing, yét the memory of
the writer does not furnish a single instance
of a Fly Fisher deserting his occupation,
and transferring his preference to any other
of the list of Rural Sports: this observation
is very general, and is certainly a strong
argument in favour of the superior plea-

sure which Angling affords.

“The peculiar and almost immediate relief
which this inpocent pursuit yields to the dis-
tressed or uneasy mind, by calming the per-
turbations which misfortunes or other vexa-
tious circurnstances may have excited, is to be
ranked amongst the first of its recommenda-
tions. But as this reliefis also experienced in
somedegree by the practiser of otker modes of
Angling, it may not be considered precisely
correct to class it amongst the advantages
of Fly Fishing. To proceed therefore to _'
those observations, upon which the claim of
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superiority is founded. The first which pre-
sents itself is Exercise, The Fly Fisher
is in constant motion, and travels several
miles whilst practising his art: whereas the
ground Angler remains in a state of inac-
tivity, on the banks of some unwholesome
pool ; exposed to the damp air, and ljaf:le,
from the want of exertion, to the attacks of
ague and rheumatism, either of which will
disable him for a considerable time, if not

altogether, from pursuing his favourite

occupation.

The beautiful and varied scENERY which
at each turn of the river is presented to the
eye of the Fly Fisher is an inducement
sufficiently attractive to make converts of the
most sceptical, if they be not wholly indif-
ferent to the beauties of nature. The course
of a river béing generally through the most
romantic part of a country, the variety

which occurs in following the stream for
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a few miles, aided by the diversion which
the rod aﬂ'ords:, cannot fail to gratify the
admirer of fine scehery in the highest de-
gree. The dull monotony which attends the’
. ground Angler, should his mind not be
constantly engaged by the avidity of the
finny tribe, is here avoided: whilst the Fly
_Fisher will frequently return home, grati-
fied with the delights which his walk has
afforded ; even though he may not have
been so successful in storing his pannier as

he had anticipated.

Th.e pleasure which the Angler derives
from collecting and arranging the various
materials \necessary for the formation of the
artificial Fly, and from the endeavour to
approach the form and colours of nature,
by the aid of these ma_terials,‘is infinitely
greater than can be conceived by an indif-
ferent observer, and offers a constant em-

ployment for those leisure hours, which in
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unfavourable weathei might otherwise hang
heavy, and by not being agreeably occupied
lead to the introduction of that most disa-

greeable companion—ENNUTI.

GCHEAPNEss has been always urged in
favour of Angling; and certain it is, that
* no other amusement can be procured at such
an easy rate; for it is within the reach of
the humblest individual.

In addition to the foregoing advantages,
that of cLEANLINEss must not be omitted.
How greatly preferable is the simple forma-
tion of an artificial fly of feathers and fur,
to the unpleasantness attendant upon baiting
a hook with worm, maggot or paste. The
one will last during the diversion of a whole
day, and with care much longer; whilst
the other requires adjusting or remewing,
after every trifling nibble ; to say nothing
“of the cruelty which attaches to the intro-
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duction of a hook into the worm. whilst
'living, or the extraction of a gorged hook

from the entrails of a ravenous fish.

Such indeed are the pleasures and agélvan—
tages derived from this mode of Angling,
that some of our best ‘modern poets have
~ considered its praises as worthy their talents
and attention. Vide THOMSON, GAY, ARM-

" STRONG, WALLER, &c.

.
OF

THE MATERIALS

FLY lFISHIN'G.

Having set forth a few of the prominent
recommendations of the art, it remains_to
conduct the reader, if an admirer of the
pursuit, to the practical system; which

having been founded upon' the experience

’

|
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and observation of several years, may not
be altogether uninstructive or uninteresting.
The articles necessary for the Fly Fisher
to be furnished with consist of =Robs,
LINES, REELS OF WINGHES, SILK-WORM
GUT, HOOKS; a variety of FEATHERs of -
' evei‘y hue, from the most gaudy to the
most dusky tinge ; s1Lks of various shades;
HACKLES from the neck and back of the
domestic cock or hen; wiNcs of many
birds, but most particularly of the Bittern,
Grouse, Woodcock, Partridge, Snipe, Land-
rail, Golden Plover, and Starling. Furs
of every colour: amongst the most useful
~of which will be found the skins of
Squirrels, . Moles, Water-rats, Hare’s ears,
and fur from the neck of the same animal ;
Bear’s hair, and Hog’s down, (which will
take a dye of any shade.) The light yellow
fur from the neck of the Martin is also
very valuable, but not easily to be obtained

in the northern counties.
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CaMmiLETs and MouAIR of every hue,
the latter being serviceable in almost all
flies, inasmuch as it prevents the camlet
or fur, with which it is commonly mixed,
from imbibing so great a degree of mois-
ture as it would otherwise do; by which
means, also, the fly becomes more durable ;
and the glossy shining qualities, which
‘mohair retains even in the water, will in
many instances approach nearer to the
appearance of the natural fly than any
other substitute.

‘The hackles most in estimation are the
duns light and dark; both of which, but
particularly the former, are difficult to be
met with perfectly free from grizzle. The
red with black stripe down the middle is by
no means common: next to these, in point
of utility, is the red with black root, which
is generally substituted when the former
cannot be procured. Black hackles are of
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~ late become more common than formerly,
by the introduction of a breed of Spanish
fowls, which are perfectly black, except
the topping of the head. The proper time
of the year for the selection and pluck-
ing of hackles is about Christmas; as the
feathers are then perfect and free from that
disagreeable matter, which at other times
is generally found in the pen part of the
feather. Should the Angler be so fortunate
as to meet with a real dun bird, either
cock or hen, he ought to secure it at any
price, as he may be considered as posses‘s-
ing 'a treasure; for the same fowl will fur-
nish him with grizzled hackles about May,
and dun hackles at Christmas. The fea-
thers from young birds before they have
moulted are entirely useless, being too
soft to play properly in the water. The
mottled bright feather from the back of a
well grown Grouse, and the Wren's tail, are
on no account to be neglected.
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©OF strxs it will be ‘necessary to have
three degreeé of strength, and as many
varieties “of shade as the fly dresser may
deem necessary for his purpose. The first,
which is commonly denominated strong
_barber’s silk, must be used double, for splice-
ing -the tops of rods. The second of a
finer quality, for fastening the rings to the
rod,,‘ and other casualties. The third, for
whipping hooks and dressing flies, should
be the finest netting silk: it is difficult to
meet with the latter of a sufficiently delicate
texture in any towns far distant from the
metropolis. Mr, Clark, of the Golden Leg,
Southampton’street, furnishes every shade
and colour which can possibly be required,

at a reasonable rate,

OstricH and PEACOCK harls are also -
indispensable requisites: the former of every
possible colour is useful in flies for Salmon

fishing; and the latter is very frequently

L
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used for Trout flies also, as in the Mat:low
buzz, Orl fly, &c.

- In addition to the foregoing, the following
articles are necessary for the completion of
‘the Angler’s apparatus. A Landing Net,
having a ferrule at the lower end, in whicha
- gafl’ or hook necessary for landing a large fish
may be fastened at pleasure: the net should
be from eighteen inches to two feet in diame-
ter, and fixed either to an ash, briar, or light
iron hoop. If the banks of the river be
~ steep, this article is very. useful; but when
gravel patches, or shelving shores are fre-
- quent, it is seldom called into action. The
gafl’ or hook may be carried in the pocket
with safety, and the point preserved by

means of a cork.

A pair of small neat pL1ARS is of great
assistance in dressing flies, and a pair of

fine pcinted scissars gbsolutely necessary;
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- NEEDLES for picking out the dubbing ; wax
for the silk; apd a PANNIER with a broad
leather strap to fasten on the shoulder, so
that the fish may be carried with safety, and
free from injury, close the list of neces-
saries ; and as a few 'hints.respecting the selec-
tion of the various articles may not be al-
together unacceptable, they will be severally

mentioned in regular order.

The rob first claims notice as occupying
the foremost place in the catalogue of

implements ; in the choice of which every

care and attention must be exercised. Rods ~

are made up in various manners, and of

divers lengths and weights. Some‘ prefer
them of two pieces only, which are spliced
together about the middle. These certainly

throw a fly in a neater manner than those

encumbered with ferrules can ’possibly do;.

as the spring from the hand is uninterrupted,

consequently more regular; and thgy are
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‘admirably adapted for the use of an Angler

whose residence is near the scene of his
diversion; but the awkwardness of length
renders them troublesome and unwieldy
companions, when a walk of some miles
intervenes between the river and the Angler’s
dwelling,. This description of rod is in
general use in the northern counties of Eng-
land, where ferrules are considered very

objectionable.

The length and weight of the rod depend
so much upon the fancy of the purchaser,
that no positive rules can be laid down to
guide him in these respects. The common
length of a Trout rod is from twelve to
fourteen feet; some persons prefer them
even longer; but for the generality of
streams the latter is quite sufficient, and
for small rivers and brooks the former
is much the most convenient and useful

o BN
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For Salmon ﬁshing a greater length, ex-

tending to seventeen or eighteen feet, and of |

proportionate strength, will enable the lover

of this superior diversion to throw a greater
extent of strong tackle than the common

rods will admit of his doing,

- The chief consideration in the choice of a
rod, for whatever purpose it may be in-
tended, is, that it be free from knots or
cracks, and that it be regularly taper and
pliant from the butt to the point; for if the
spring be not regular from -one extremity to
the othcr, the check which the defective part
causes will severely stram, if it do not actu-
ally break the piece. By the term pliant, it
is not meant that the rod should be as lim-
ber and flexible as a cart whip, which ex-
treme ought as carefully to be guarded
against as too great stubbornness ; but that it
should play easily, and that the bend be
slightly percepﬁble even in the bottom or
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butt end. In this, however, as well as in
the number of joints of which he rﬁay wish
the rod to consist, the Angler will best
consult his own judgment and inclination,
which can hardly fail to be satisfied at some
of the tackle shops in the metropolis; where
an endless variety of every description,
which imagination or caprice may require,

will be offered to his inspection.

The best rods which the writer has hitherto
met with are manufactured and sold by
Henry Swann, of Langholm, North Bri-
tain. They consist of five pieces, and have
screw joints at each ferrule,” which is particu-
larly desirable, as they always set true; and
should the weather or accident wet them,

the difhiculty of separating the joints, which,

in common rods such a circumstance causes

to swell considerably, is avoided.

An improvement may nevertheless be
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pointed jout in these rods; viz. to have the
top joint spliced to the fourth piece, with-
out any ferrule.. A rod of this description
with "two  spare tops, which originally cost
only eighteen shillings, is, after the constant
use of nearly nine years, in every respect
as good as new, having in that interval been

merely varnished twice.

To those persons who reside at a distance
. from the metropolis, or have o mechanic
at hand to repair the accidents which may
from time to time happen to these imple-
ments, a description of the materials and
manner of forming a rod may be useful;
indeed, a true Angler ought to be able, if
not to manufacture, at least to repair his own
rods, lines, reels, §c. as he will otherwise be
frequently exposed to great inconvenience
from the numerous and unforeseen accidents
" to which the practiser of this diversion is
constantly liable,
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The best rods are made from ash, hickory,
and lancewood ; ash for the bottom piece,
hickory for the middle, and lancewood for
the top joints: real bamboo is preferable to
lancewood, if it can be procured of goad
quality, which is extremely difficult: log-
wood is sometimes used for the tops, and
answers extremely well for Salmon or trol-
ling rods ; but this wood is not frequently
to be met with of straight grain in pieces of

- sufficient length for rods; but if it should be,

it is not equal in elasticity to well seasoned
lancewood. . Rose wood, and a wood from
the Brazils, called partridge wood, may also
be made use of for top pieces; but yew and
briars do not answer the purpose, although

frequently recommended by experimentexs.

Before wood of any description is cut into
lengths it should be perfectly seasoned ; and
whatever number of pieces the rod is to be
composed of between the butt and top piece
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they must all be cut from the same log; and
not as.is foo freciuently‘ done, the second
part from one piece of wood, the third from
another, and so on 3 which net having under-
gone: the same  degrees of seasoning, will
. never -play regularly in the hand.

~ The first proceeding towards the forma-
tion of a rod is to plane each length into a
four square ; afterwards, by means of a taper
wooden- sétt, into an octagon. They -are
then to be rounded with a common smooth-
.ing-plane, and finished. with different sized
hollow planes. The ferrules are to be fitted
oﬁ whilst the joints axe in the\octagog form.

. Ini the formation of a spLIGE beth pieces
should be fixed firmly parallel ; by which
‘means, if they be drawn steadily over the
plane ‘together, the joint must prove-true ;
they are then.to be slightly rubbed with wax
or glue, and iieatly fastened ‘with :silk, and
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the waxed parts rubbed with a smooth -

chisel, previously to being varnished.

The RINGs must be placed in a regular
line, and ought to diminish in size as bgradu-
ally as the rod tapers : they are easily made
by twisting a piece of soft brass wire round a
tobacco pipe, and fastened together with
hard solder.

The extreme end of the top piece is com-
monly of wWHALEBONE; and the error of
putting too great a length of this material is
but too frequent. A very short piece, say
of the length of four or five inches, is suffi-
cient; this is generally finished up with a
JSile, any sharp instrument being liable to
take it off in irregular flakes. '

" In this state it only remains to varnish the
rod, which is best effected by copal ‘varnish,

or Indian rubber dissolved over a slow firein

!
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linseed oil. If a stain be required, nitric
acid, or oil of vitriol will produce a brown
colour, the acid being diluted according to
the shade required.

- To preserve rods after use, let them be
well rubbed with salad oil or tallow, and kept
in a moderately dry plaée until the return
of the Angling season; when, after being
carefully wiped, they will be found in excel-
lent order. If the bottom piece be bored
for the purpose of receiving a spare top,
the inside should be oiled. by means of a

 piece of rag fastened to the end of a stick,

OF LINES.

The Lings for Reels are to be purchased
of every length from fifteen to one hundred
and twenty yards, or even longer, at the
tackle shops throughout the kingdom, and
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at a much cheaper rate than a private indi-
vidual can manufacture them, if his time
and trouble are to be considered of any
value. But as motives of curiosity may
induce some of the readers of this treatise
to try their skill in this art, an explana-
tion of the necessary process will be here

attempted.

These lines are most generally composed
of a mixture of silk and hair, and as before
observed, ‘are spun of various lengths.
For common Treut fishing in rivers, twenty

V'to twenty five yards are sufficient; for lakes
where the fish are large, and a boat is not
used, forty to fifty yards may be required;
and for Salmon in large rivers, eighty or
even a hundred will not be too great a

quantity. .

Single handed rod fishers prefer their reel
lines to run taper to the point, so that they
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may, by merely fixing their foot length of
gut tf) the line, wind it up close:to their
hand ; and where the stream is narrow and
bushes frequent, this is certainly a good
plan. But, for bold streams, the reel line
should be of equal thickness throughout,
and not too fine, in order that a taper hair
line of ten yards in length may be attached
thereto. '

The most important consideration in the
making of lines is the selection of the hair,
which must be round, even, and free from
scales. If plucked from the tail of a young
horse or mare, it is not so good as that which
is to be procured from a four or five year
old gelding; but the best is to be had from
the tail of a well grown stallion, and those
hairs are generally most free from blemish
which grow from the middle of the tail.
Black, although the strongest, is the least

serviceable colour; brown, gray, and white,
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are to be preferred, and ought to be picked
with care, and assorted according to their

different degrees of length and thickness.

For common foot lines an engine is not
necessary, as they are easily made by separat-
ing the hairs with the fore finger and thumb

of the.left hand, (having first fastened them
~ by a knot) and twisting them with the right,
occasionally drawing the hand downwards
to prevent the untwisted hairs from entang-
ling. Taper lines of any length or thick-
ness, from two. hairs upwards, may be
thus put together, fastening each length
of hair to its companion by a water knot,
the ends of which should be cut close, and
secured by a little waxed silk. When a

very strong line is required, it may be

adviseable to make use of the twisting-engine,
which will enable the practitioner to com-
plete his purpose more readily and effectu-

ally than with the fingers only. -
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The twisting engine which has been here
mentioned is used in making reel lines free
from. knots, and may be had at almost
all the tackle shops; or may be easily made
by any ingenious watch-maker or white-smith
with very slight directions. It is a small
brass hox containing four wheels, three of
which are of small diménsions; the other
is of larger size, and has a handle. “The
axis of each. of these wheels is protruded
from the plates of the box on both sides, and
is hollow. , This instrument may be screwed
into the. back of a chair or other substance,
in stich a manner, that the operator may
employ his hands both before and behind
the engine, which bears a reduced resem-
blance to the wheels used by rope-makers.
It is necessary then to procure three balls of
barber’s yellow silk, somewhat longer than
the line is intended to be made ; and.before
fastening them to the respective tubes, due A
notice must be taken that the silk is so placed,
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as to prevent its being untwisted by the
action of the instrument ; for should one of
the threads be improperly placed, it will
require an encreased degree of labour, and

a neat line can never be produced.

The hairs, in proportion to the thickness °
'o\f the  line required, must next be intro-
duced by means of small quills into the
tubes, and twisted (perhaps two or more)

~ with each end of the silk; when these

lengths are twisted in, the quills must be
taken out, and the tubes again fed with hair
and so on, until the whole of the silk be
unwound from the balls, It is necessary to
observe that the hairs should be of unequal
length when introduced ; otherwise, should
it, after the commencement, be necessary to
put in two hairs at one time, the line will

be clumsy and uneven.

By immersing the hair for about ten
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minutes in water, before using, it will
. spin much better than if used quite dry.
The mode of chusing it, by'trying or pul-
ling, cannot be too much censured; as the
hair will beyond a doubt resume its original
" form, and thereby raise knots which will
render the line Jirregular, and liable to be
easity broken. , -

Besides the engine before described, there
is another of a simpler form, which answers -
veiy well for short lengths when a knot is
used, and is much more easily managed, as
it merely requires the silk or hair to be fas-
tened tp the iron hooks in front, and then
twisted together. The same rééipes will
answer for staining hair which are used
for silk-worm gut; but natural colours
élizvays claim the preference, and care
must. be taken not to allow oil to ap-
proach the hair, as it infallibly causes it
to rot.

g



28

OF HOOKS.

Hooks are manufactured of different
forms, and are usually dxstmgunshed by
the names of

The Limerick, The Sneckbend,
The Kendal, The Kirby.

Of these varieties a representation has
been attempted. Vide PLATE 11. fig. I,
2, 3, 4.

Although generally considered of minor
importance by a number of Anglers, who
are satisfied. if they procure the size they
want, no part of their apparatus requires
more minute attention than these small
implements, on which success certainly, in
a great measure, depends. It is necessary,to
have the hooks perfectly tempered ; that is,
of such a degree of firmness, that they will
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\
not bend, and yet not so hard as to _sn;ap
readily; The best method of ascertaining
whether or not the hooks be properly tem-
pered, is to try them in a piece of cork;
.or for the points only, the .thumb nail is
sufficient.

Most writers on the subject of Angling
mention a small whetstone as a necessary
appendage for sharpening the points of
the hooks! but a fly ought never to be
dressed upon a hook which has not a good
point; and if upon fair trial the point fail;’
the hooks are of bad quality, and should be
altogether rejected. .Hooks. for’ dressing
flies upon are to be’ preferred, if the shank
taper ‘towards: the head, which adds greatly
to the neatness of the workmariship..

' The LiMERicK hooks dre mot usually
straight, but form a curve, like the division
of an intersected circle; This form is cer-
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tainly objectionable, and will frequentl
striking a fish, be drawn from its p
without fixing the barb, as may be re
conceived by an inspection of the 1
add to which, the barb projects from -
point too abruptly; which, if the fish
not rise very freely, will prove a source
moitification to the Angler, as he will f]
quently - scratch. their mouths, without
finmly hooking a single fin.

- The common XE¥DAL hooks are of good
form, dut the distance of the extreme point
from :the barb is for the most part too great ;
neither' do.'the barbs project sufficiently.
In many instarices these hooks may be found
so mearly ﬂtesémbling a bent pin, that they
may be intndduced dnto the fleshy part of the
hand, and drawn back, without inflicting
- pain,  How then can they be expected
succéséfully: to resist the active exertions of
an irritated Trout, struggling for liberty in its

By
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own element, which the want of a proper

barb -tends to render. -easily attaihable

by enlarging the orifice, instead of securing
to the Angler the anticipated prize?

.‘The sNEGKBEND, as: it is’ commonly

called, diverges from the parallel lines from
the bend upwards, and the poiht is frequently:

near an eighth of an inch to the rlght or left
of; the shank of the hook. . '

By somei persons this ~fox:m.is preferred,
but their judgment is:certainly erroneous;

for.. it. frequently happens” that the fish
discovers :the deceit, :.or in rising . short,
nrisses the - artificial fly5:"the Angler very
naturally strikes at that imstant, and. will

very often. scratch the fish, owing entirely: -

to the lateral projection of the barb, which,

if it were level with the shank, would almost

invariably be avoided.

/s
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The straight xirBY - hooks appro
the - desideratum, in shape and te
nearer than any other manufacture’;
PLATE II. fig. 4) unless.the Kendal
could be improved in the form .
barb; and divested of the superfluous
of point; in which case they wou

upon an equal footing.

These remarks .will probably meet v
opposition from prejudiced Anglers, sc
of whou;‘ may be deemed skilful in the
but, as the‘y have not been hastily or
tially framed, it is hoped the beginner
profit by adopting them, in preference to
the partialities ‘which habit may have ren-
dered familiar to ‘those who have practised
for years.
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OF

. G@UT AND WEED.

~ The directions which are necessary for
chusing these materials’ are very simple.
Those lengths are¢ most to be preferred
which are bright, round, hard, white, and

even or of equal circumference.

For discoloured water it may be necessary
to stain the gut; but in clear water, ocular
demonstration will prove that white is the
least perceptible colour: a few recipes for
.staining different ,shadeé will, however, be
attached to this article.

For beginners, or where the fish are of

large size, gut is preferable to hair, as afford-

ing greater secu;ity; but in fine bright waters,

a .good round _singlé hair will manifest a

decided superiority in raising fish ; and the
D



34

delicate skill required for the rx;anagement
of them when hooked enhances the -plea-
sure of the experienced practitioner.

Indian weed is sometimes recommended
to the Fly-fisher ; but its extreme brittleness

is a great objection, as it requires at least’an

. hour’s soaking before it becomes sufficiently

elastic for use.

The following methods of staining gut
were given to the author as choice and valu-
able recipes, and their efficacy is indispu-
table; but as tixey are to be found in

Taylor's Art of Angling, and the Driffield

Angler, their claim to originality falls to the
ground.

For a brown.—Boil pounded alum until it
dissolves, add a quantity of walnut tree bark

‘when the sap is up, or the nuts of the same

tree whilst in the green state ; boil them
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together for nearly an hour, and let the liquid
stand until nearly cool; skim it, and put in
the gut or hair for about a minute, until you
perceive that - it has imbibed the colour
intended. If it remain long, it will be
tinged too deeply, and the gut will become

rotten.

For a pale watery gréen.—To a pint of
strong ale add half a pound of soot, a
small quantity of walnut leaves, and = Httie
alum; boil them together for about three
quarters of an hour, and when nearly cold
putin the gut or hair. ‘

The following recipes have not been
made go generally public, but are much more
simple, and equally effectual with the fore-
going: viz. - -

Stain your gut in strong tea lukewarm,
with the addition of a small quantity of
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logwood scrapings, for twenty-four hours,
and it will be an excellent colour ; or ano-
ther equally common beverage, Coffee will,
if made strong, by the assistance of a little

. alum, impart a fine brown colour to the gut

or hair.

OF THE REEL.

" Although the multiplying reel is now in
general use, the advantages which are set

forth in its favour are more than counter-

" balanced by the frequent disappointment

which the Angler isliable to from its imper-
fections. The fact is that the power of the
wheels, as now arranged, is inadequate to
move a comparatively small weight at a tri-
fling distance. To be convinced of the truth
of this observation, it is simply necessary to
fasten 2 piece of wood of a couple of pounds

weight to the end of a reel line, and throw
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.

it into the water, letting the line run out to
"a distance of twenty yards down a stream.
~On winding up 'the, line, the person who
tries the experiment will be annoyed by the
frequent stopping or catching of the wheels,
as if the cogs were choked up ; and it will
not be without considerable difficulty that
he succeeds in accomplishing his object.
With respect to greatér weights, when. sup-
ported by animated resistance, it will be
found  almost impossible ‘to succeed ; and
should a Salmon of tolerable size be hooked,
and the line be attached to a multiplying
reel,; it will require the utmost skill and
attention of the Angler, by occasionally
drawing up the line with his left hand, and
t»-hen';)vindihg ft, to secure the fish; and this
is the only remedy hé has, for should he
rely upon his reel, and persist in forcing the
wheels round, -the main pillar or support
of the engine will certainly break, and leave

+him to ruminate upon his rashness,
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' On the other hand, the common pla’
reels bear an even and steady p
the extreme weight, and though o
ous, they are more to be depenc

for certainty and security,

The multiplying reels possess the a
tage .of winding up, and letting ou
line with greater despatch; and wher
fish do nat exceed half a pound in w
they may be preferable ; but a few sec
time are not an object of considera
the steadly Angler, whose chief reli
on th;é firmness and correct formation
tackle.

An improvement in the principle of mui-
tiplying reels might be easily suggested,
which would negative the wbjections before
mentioned ; and‘ it ‘is certainly surprising
that they have not hitherto claimed the
notice and attention of some ingenious me-
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chanic, as their defects are almost universally

complained of. .

Some reels are fastened to the rods by
means of nails, which is the most secure
method ; but, for the Angler who travels,
they are made with a long hollow groove,
which is fastened to the butt of the rod by
two pieces of leather, passing over both ends
of ‘the brass groove : others have a ring at-
tached to them, which is intended to be lined
with leather, and passed over the point to the
handle of the rod, where it is made fast by
means of a screw. This latter mode is the

least troublesome, and is perfectly secure.

THE PANNIER.

The. i?ishing Pannier should be of neat
Light wicker work, broad at the bottom, and
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narrowing towards the top, where the lid
fastened by means of a padlock, or woo
peg secured to the body. of the basket L
piece of tape: the aperture in the tx;p
the basket ought to be sufficiently large
admit, without the slightest degree of force ¢
pressure, a Trout of half a pound weigh
For Salmon fishers they are sometimes made
of a different form, with ends projecting from
the main body of the pannier, and so shaped
as to contain a tolerably well grown fish at
full length.

OF BOOKS.

Every Angler ought to be furnished with
at least two pocket books. The one for con-
taining his flies is composed of parchment,
the leaves of which are separated at each
corner by pieces of cork, so that the flies

may be preserved from injury. The other
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for holding an assortment of every material
necessary for dressing -a fly is commonly
made to suit the fancy.of the proprietor; but’
should consist of numerous divisions; so
that ‘the hooks, hackles, furs, wings, and-
dubbings may be kept asunder, and yet so’
easily accessible, that ‘the materials- wanted!

may be found without delay. ...

In addition to the books, an Angler
resident near a river, who has the opportu-
nity of gratifying 4hi§ dnclination for this
pursuit as often as he pleases, should have a
small cabinet of drawers in which he may
keep his furs, wingé, %c.-separate ; for the
constant additions which a provident fly
fisher is continually making to his stock will
soon render-a book of little use. In one of
the drawers should be fixed neit wooden
rollers, for winding the various coloured -
silks upbn; another should have divisions

for hooks of different sizes; and the whole

/

[
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ought to be formed of cedar wood, whi
aided by the introduction of camphire,
spice, alum, and tohacco leaves, will ‘¢
ally preserve the feathers and skins :
the injurious devastation of the moths
without these precautions, the incessar
tacks of these destructive insects would

render the collection entirely useless.

oF

TYING

. oR

DRESSING FLIRES,

V Having enumerated and described the.ma-
terials separately, the next ohject will be to
treat of them collectively, as applicable to
the purposes of the Angler, to'whom nothing
is of more importance than correctness in
the size and colours, and neatness in the
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formation of the artlﬁmal Ay, Whlch will
therefare first claim attentlon

~Whether a ,cotﬁmonj.liackle; or a dubbed
winged fly is to be manufactured, it is inva-
1;iabl& necessary to have the whole of the
materials which are to gompose ‘the imita-
tions properly adjusted previous to the Com-
mengement. of the operation. — 1st; The
Hagoles strippes,. or givasted of the- soft
dovweny feathers which graw nearest the root,
and. turned, back ready for twisting on the
hook ;. see, PLATE 13, Sig. 1% 8,-—-2d . The
Gut carefully exarmned,,aqd tried by tpodE;-
rately pulling it in proportion to the welght
expected to be held by it. - This precantion
will frequently save the Angler much dis-
appointmént by discovering defects not ap-
parent to the eye.—3d. The Dubbing pro-
. -perly mixed ta the exact colour of the body
of the natural fly,  a small proportian of
which should be moistened, and held up to
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the light; for the ‘camlets and furs, when
wet, generally become several shades darker
than when in a dry state, and in some in-
stances assume a totally different hue. -—4th
The Silk well waxed with a colour hghter
than the body of the fly, and a hook cau-
tiously tried as to tempe\‘r, and prudently
selected as to size—5th. The Wings must
_ be stripped from the feathers by an even but
sudden pull, and for the instruction of the
be’gihner represcntations are given in PLATE
ﬁg 5, 6, &' 10, of the feathers Before'
stnppmg, and their appearance when pre-
pared for fastemng on the hook ‘
' Evcry thing belng thus in a state of readl-
ness," ‘the hook must be first fastened to the
finest end of the gut with Waxed silk, begm-
ning (if for a hackle fly only) at the bend,
and working towards the head of the hook ;
when within about three turns of which, the

hackle must be fastened in, and the ivinding

»
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‘of the silk-continued, until it reaches the
end of the shank: “having reached this
point, it must be turned again, as if to re-
trace the same ground for two turns, which
will form the head of the fly. /

The dubbing, if of fur or’camlet, mﬁst
now be twisted round the silk as in fig. 13,
- and wrapped on the hook for nearly half thé
proposed length of the body, when it may
be fastened by a single loop, in order that
both hands may be at liberty for the better
management of the hackle. If the body is
to be composed of peacock or ostrich harl;
it ought to be fastened on at the,sarlne, time

with the hackle, so that it may be perfectly -

secure. Should the hackle be of tolerable

size, there will be no difficulty in thstmg it
firmly on the hook with the fingers only;
but if smali a pair of neat pliars which
close together by a spring will be found of
great utllxty in winding the turns of the
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hackle close under each other; An
pliars be wanting, a piece of silk faster
the end of the feather will answer

purpose.

When enough of the feather is woun
upon the hook, the remainder should 1
pressed closely under the thumb of the left
hand, and the fibres which may be entan-
gled picked out by means of a needle. The
silk with the dubbing must now be twisted
over the end of the hackle, (which the left
thumb kept down) until the body of the fly
is of the length required, taking care that it
never proceeds beyond the bend of the .
hook which would give it an unnatural ap-
pearance A single loop will keep the
whole together until the dubbing be picked
out and the hackle properly arranged, when
the fastenmg off must be effected, by mak-
ing three or ‘four loose turns of the silk at
such a distance from the hook, as to admit
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of the end béing passed under them, as
shewn in PLATE 11 fig. 9. '

‘"The loose turns must then be wrapped
closely on the hook, and the end drawn
_ tight, which will so complétely secure the
fastening, that if neatly managed, it will be
difficult to discover where the fly has been
. finished. This mode of fastening is called
the snvisible knot. *

In making a winged fly the same method
may be observed with respect to whipping
the hook to the gut, as far as the fastening.
in the hackle; after which, instead of re-
‘turning immediately with the silk in order
* to form the head of the fly, the wings must
be fastened before the dubbing is wound.
Some . persons fix the wings to the hook
with the root nearest the bend, ind force the
points or narrow. ends of the fibres back
afterwards, mdking use of the short remains
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of the roots -to effect the “division of
wings. This method is however ted
" and difficalt to be understood by a y«

practitioner.

)

The most simple mode of proceeding is
to fix the wings on the shank of the hook
lengthwise, with the narrowest ends nearest
the bend, fastening them by three or four
turns of the silk above or nearest the head
of the hook, and then cutting the root ends
close with a small pgir of scissars; after
which the silk must be brought below the
‘wings, and the body twisted for a short dis-
tance, as in the hackle fly.

. The hackle must be wound once round
the hook at the head, which will conceal the
ends of the cut fibres, and add greatly to the
neatness of the fly. If the wings are to be
divided, they may be separated equally by a
needle, and the hackle brought down between
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them, (vide fig. 11) and wound again round
the hook for tjvo turns below; where the

silk will be found in readiness to fasten it.

If it be not necessary to divide the wings,
aftér making one turn at the head with the
hackle, it should be brought immediately
below them and twisted as before. The fas-
tening off is to be managed in the same man-
ner as in the common hacklé fly: but it is
almost impossible to convey clear instruc-
tions for the dressing of a fly, as particular
circumstances or materials may occasionally
require a different process, which the inven-
tion of the operator will best suggest. It
is strongly recommended to the beginner
attentively to watch some skilful Fly maker,
and in the progress of his work make such
_inquiries as he may deem requisite ; from
-which greater facility and neatness are to be
acquired, than from any written desci‘iption
whatsoever. The remarks upon’ tying flies

o




50

being thus concluded, the reader is
to PLATE 11. fig. 14 & 15, which

hackle and winged fly as they app
finished.

But before quitting the subject alto:
the writer cannot avoid expressing
that, for the benefit of those who are r
posed to direct their attention to this
of the art, the makers of Artificial F
sale would devote as much care to th
ness and security, as they do to the s
of their workmanship, in which, (as
ed at some of the tackle shops in
and Dublin) it must be acknowled
one can surpass them. It is howe
quently the case, that after a few' thrc
the line, some part of the materials gives
way, and the bare hooks remain openly ex-
posed to the passing ¢ inhabitants of thev
liquid element,” much to the mortification -
of the person.usmg them. '
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-. THE young ANGLER being now furnished
with every requisite as enumerated in the
- foregoing pages, will anxiously proceed to
the banks of some river in order to try his -

success.

His rod must beso fixed, that the rings
~ may remain in d straight line from the handle
to the point. The reel, with the line wound
upon it, of such length as the breadth 'of the
water may require, must be fastened firmly
under the butt of the rod, so that the handle
may be on the rightside ; for, if it be above,
the rod will never play correctly. The line
being passed through the iings, a loop should
be fixed to the end, and the taper foot line
of twisted hair attached thereto, to which the
gut, which ought to be at least three yards in
length, isto be fastened.

An experienced Fly-fisher will use three,
or evena greater number of flies at one time.
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The point fly, which should be fastened to
the foot line by a water knot in preference to
a loop, must invariably be the largest, or the
line cannot be thrown neatly. The first
dropper should be placed at the distance of
a yard from the point fly, and fastened by a
loop close to a knot in the gut line: the
length of this dropper may be about three

inches,

The second dropper, which should be
smaller than the first, is to be fastened within
eighteen inches from it—length of the gut
about four inches and a half; and if a third
be required, the distance should not exceed
a foot from the second, and the gut on which
the fly is whipped should be longer than
either of- the other droppers, in order that
they may all play upon the water together,
- without sinking the main line. It will how-
ever be generally found that three flies are
amply sufficient, and most frequently it is
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 best to have the point fly winged, and the

droppers hackles. -

When a novice first attempts to throw a

line, he must begin with a short length,
which can be encreased as he finds the ma-
nagement of it become easy to him. Care
must be taken that in passing the line behind -
the back, it be permitted to attain the full
extent before any attempt is made to return
it; for if this point be not strictly attended
to, the end fly will crack off at every throw:
to avoid which, it is recommended to begin
by throwing the line without any fly for a
short space of time, until the proper manage-
ment of the rod is acquired ; and afterwards
to angle with the pointfly only, until such
proficiency be attained as may authorize the
addition of the droppers.

In Fly‘~ﬁshing the person who is most ex-

pert in throwing a considerable length of
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line, and has a quick sight, and obed
hand for striking, will be the most succest

To keep as far from the bank as pos:
is particularly desirable; and if - the winc
at the back of the Angler, and his sha
prevented from appearing upon the w:
so much the better.,

The principal object in throwing th
is, that it thay be extended insuch a ma
that the point fly may first lightly touc
water, without disturbing it in a gre
degree than the actual alighting of the natu-
ral fly. Throwing the fly directly opj |
or rather above the Angler, and play
gently across the stream as it floats «
wards, is most to be recommended ; for to
force it against the current is unnatural, in-
dependent of the ruffling of the water
which such a bad practice occasions; and
which, instead of alluring, will infallibly-
frighten the fish.
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- The moment of the water being disturbed
or ruffled by the fish rising must be carefully
watched for by the fisherman, as at that cri-
tical instant he must strike, in order to hook
his prey;- for the ﬁsh having . dlscovered the.
'deceit, the least delay will enable'i itto escape.
A very slight inclination or turn:of the
hand s sufficient-to fix the barb of the hook,
as, if too great violepce' be -used, the hook
or line will be greatly endangered, and the
Water distprhed by the mad struggles of the
Iacerated sufferer. -

- If the fish be of good size, and the hook
be firmly fixed, the first consideration . is to
keep the rod upright; or even, by forcing
the hutt forward, to throw the point of it
over the shoulder of ihe Angler, which will
tend greatly ta fatigne the fish, if it should
not be necessary to-give. it additional line
from the reel. | When found to be sufficiently
exhausted, it must be either taken out of .the

’
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water by means of a landing net, or draw

to a shelving gravel-patch or bank.

When the rod is greatly agitated by
struggling of the fish, it is advisable to give
it a greater length of line, as it may be pre-
sumed that the size of the struggler is greater
than common, and the additional weight of
line, besides giving facility to the Angler,
and easing the strain upon his tackle, will
more speedily exhaust the power of the fish,

and render it an easier captive. -

When a Trout is observed to rise of his
own accord, the flies must not be thrown
directly over him, but about a yard higher in
the stream, so that they may float down to
his view, without the fear of agitating the
water ; and if upon hooking a fish he be ob-
served to leap frequently out of the water,
it will require the utmost care of the Angler

to secure him, as he may calculate upon the
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barb being only slightly fixed ; ‘on the con-
trary, if the fish remain below thé waterand
struggle at the Bdttom, there need be ‘little
fear of his ‘escaping, as thé hook’ will be
‘ found to be ﬁrmly fastened. '
* Although ‘many =pefs;an§ 'hﬁ\}e?ridiculed'
the idea bf attention being paid to the colotir
of the dréss'of an Angler, it is ‘certainly of
some 1mpdttahce to avoid’ glarmg or bright
' colours, and’ above ‘all métal buttons. . A

dark 'bottle-green, -as approachmg nearly to-

the' coldar of the -earth' and foliage ‘of the
trees, is to-Be ‘preferred to any other shade.
Any recipe as to keeping the feet dry would
be misplaced amongst directions to the keen
fisherman; for the advantages of wading
and crossing the stream are so frequently ma-
nifest, that few young persons cah be deter-
red (by the mere fear of wetting their legs)
from endeavouring to participate in the di-
version which the wader will almost con-

Bl Jonbi ey I M Mol St Sl A T S e
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stantly commang, hy being enabled to throw
his flies under bushes, and over the most
secret retirements of the abjects of his amuse-
ment. Some persons, it is true, hold out
objections to this p‘racti}ce,.'by bringing. to
imaginary view rheumatism and agues, in
their most dismal colouring, as the comse-
quences of such an act ; ‘but, whilst the body
is in exercise, li’tt.lg is to be apprehended
froni these objects of terror. Many instances
might be brought forward in cp;‘rpbpmtion;
of this assertign, in the p_etsgm;pf ‘men who,
have followed this practics - fram - youth
upwards, and_ arrived at extreme old age,
without having experjenced the slightest
inconvenience or ill' consequernces fro,rg;thc
daily immersjon of their legs.

Toremain long in one station is reprehen-
sible; and it is absolutely\necéssary' to substi-
‘tute dry’ clothing for ‘such as may have
become wet by the operatipns of the day,

o«
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immediately on arﬁiiring at the house of rest
or refréshiment. ‘With'these precautions the
Angler may, if possesseéd of a good datiimal
~ constitation, bid defiance o the effects.of th
element;: which: his ‘prejudiced’ or timid
friends would set forth as ‘objeetions to:detat
him from the perfect. enjoyment of an innd-
cent and favourite amusement. If situation
or other cu*cumstances should. render it un-
pleasant, or not easdy pracucable to the
abader, every time he hooks a fish; to draw it
to the shore, - he will ‘find that, after played
with for some time, by pulling it with an'even
but'somewhat rapid motion, it will be incapa-
ble of much action on reaching his hand:; so
that he may without difficulty extract the
hook, and lodge the fish. safely in his pannier,

before the temporary stupefaction is removed.

- In fishing in the évening, it will occasion-
ally happen that bats and swallows mistaking
the artificial for the ‘natural fly, will hook

L
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themselves, instances of both having occurred
to the Author more than once; and the cele-
brated Angler of the Dee, John Edwards,
has assured him, that on one occasion whilst
fishing rather late with one of the moths, he
hooked an owLw, which after a long struggle

he succeeded in securing !

Proper Seagons anh@imzs for Angling.

Before proceeding to treat of the haunts
and descriptions of the Trout, &c. a few. re-
marks on the seasons and most favourable
times for Angling may not be here mis-

placed.

Although fish are to be taken with the
Fly in every month throughout the year,
which the writer of this treatise, by way of.
experiment, succeeded in proving, yet but
little. . diversion is to be expected until the
beginning of March; unless indeed the
Spring be unusually early, and the weather
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warm, in which case the fish run sooner, and
sport may occasionally be met with in Febru-
ary. Bui until the snow water disappears
“entirely, and the severe night frosts discon-
tinue, the Angler cannot calculate with any
degree of certainty upon meeting with much

amusement.

Easterly and northerly winds in the Spring
and Autumn are generally unfavourable to
sport, as the fish resort to the deep pools for
a greater warmth than is afforded them by
the shallow streams, where they remain at_
the bottom, afraid to encounter the severity
of these piercing blasts: but in the Summer,
if accompanied by a cloudy atmosphere,
good diversion may be obtained with the

7

wind in these points.

A warm breeze, if not too violent, is at all
times favourable to the Fly-fisher, particu-
larly if Salmon be his object; for ‘which
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purpose the hours from cight till eleven in
~ the morning, and. from three until six in the
' evening, are most eligible.

After a clear bright night, if the day; be
dark and lowering, fish usually rise freely,
haviﬁg been prevented from roving in
search of food by the brighfness of the
moon; o -on the contrary, after a dark
- gloomy night, but few good fish are to
be takem until the approach of evening, as
having been glutted ith the moths and other
variéties of insects, (which the night produ-
ces in almost as great aburdance as the day)
_ they are not upon the watch for food, but
retiré. to their holds: - When the wateis
have subsided after a FrLooD, and are bégin-
\ning to assume their natural colour, an op-
portunity is presented to the Angler, which
~ he ought on no account to let slip, as he is
almiost sure to meet with excellent diversion,
unléss it happen to be in shearing time or the
hayharvest.; for, in the former case the fish

»
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are uncommonly shy, having been frequently
deceived by mistaking the particlés of wool
which the current. brings down for their
natural food ; and in the latfer, the grass and
hay ivhich (if the river pass through mea-
dows) cover the surface of the water will
prove so troublesome, that the pursuit is
most common{y unsuccessful.

The best times of the day for Fly-fishing,
as before mentioned, are morning and even-
ing ; but when the riversand brooks become
narraw and low by long dréughts, it is of
little use to attempt this method. Insuch
state of the water, the most successful way of
taking Trout is by means of a pair of wings
tnade from thie feather of 4 Landrail, or the
mottled feather of a Teal, with a well-cleans-
ed Gentle fixed upon the hook ; which bait
proves very alluring, if surik about two
inches uiider the water. ’



64

N} .

THE SALMON. -

As this beautiful and delicious fish spends
a considerable portion - of its life in thels‘ea,
it can Be hardly with proprietit considered a -
JSresh water fish ; yet, as it is to be found in
most of our rivers which have direct com-
munication with the Ocean, and as it is pro-
ductive of such very superior diversion to
the Angler, it has been generally usual in
treatises of this description to give it prece-
dence as the k1NG of FISHES.

Inasmuch as the use of the fly surpasses
every other mode of Angling, in the same
ratio is: the Angling for Salmon superior to
common Zrout fishing. The following ex-
tract, as being in unison' with the ideas of
the Compiler, he has ventured to cbpy from

the Edinburgh Encyclopzdia. Under the
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article Augling is observed:—* It is most
common, before a person becomes a Salinon
Angler, that he has passed his novitiate in
Trout fishing ; yet even then, he will require
a few instructions for the prosecution of this
. more important and delightful. branch of
Angling. '

« Composure, patience, and perseverance-
b b

are indispensable qualifications for all the
followers of this art, but more especially for
the Salmon Angler. He must lay his ac-
count with frequently beating the waters in
vain exertion ; in being long wet and weary,
ere he can (to use the fisher’s expression)
move a fin ; and when he does, to be per-
haps then only mocked with a wanton rise,
or a false bite ; or should he at last prevail
in luring the Salmon to his fly, and after
working and playing him through many
streams, and through many pools, he brings
+im within his x;each, and, then thinks he is

F

-
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 to take possession of his prize, in 2 moment

the tackle snaps, and all is gone.  Such, with
many other disappointments, await the' An-
gler ; but these ought not to make him fret-
ful, nor give up the pursuit ; he must perse-
vere in hopes of better sport. In this point
of view, the course he has to steer is a fine

practical lesson in the economy of human
life. '

¢« Many writers on Angling have given
various directions for the dress that should
be worn, how to counteract the effects of
moisture, and what drink to take while you
are employed in this amusement. These
are pincipally to use water-proof boots and
shoes, and, to make thern the miore secure, to
fard tﬁem well with mutton suet, in order to
keep the feet and legs perfectly dry; to sit
upon a piece of coarse woollen cloth, dou-
bled two or three times ; and while Wai"m, to

avoid the drinking of small liquors. Such
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advices may -well suit float and gudgeon
ﬁsliers,'bbut'the«Salmén Angler iust laugh
4t 'stchiidens { he had better indeed never
Begiﬁ the occu’pati‘on,‘ if he has not a consti:
tation strofig _léno‘u'gh' to-wade - in deep and
tapid rivers, during all the hours of the day,
and be able to ‘bear every vicissitude and
eéger extremity of both sky and water.

. T,

“ As the spirited and skilful navigator
does not lie in a harbour waiting for a favour-
able wind, but goes to sea to seek for one, so
the keen and knowing Angler does not sit at
home to watch for a fortunate ‘prognostica- ‘
tion, or change of weather, but takes it as it
comes, and repairs to the river to ply his
skill in rousing the finny race to his artful
lures. There is scarcely any time, unless-
when it thunders, or when the water is thick
with mud, but you may chance to tempt the
Salmion to risedo an artificial fly. But the
most propitious and critical moments are un-
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doubtedly when clearing after a flood, the
- water has turned to a light whey, or rather
brown colour; when the wind blows pretty
fresh,  approaching almost to a mackerel
gale, (if not from the north) against the
stream or course of the river; when the sun
shines through showers, or when the cloudy
rack runs fast and thick, and at intervals dis-
covers the fine blue ether from above. In
these situations of the water, and of the wea-
ther, you may always-depend upon excellent
sport,” '

\ Although Salmon are partial to a cold cli-
mate, and are not to be met with in the Medi-
terranean, or warm latitudes, 'yet they are
éeldom to be found in quantities in rivers
which are liable to be completely impeded
by: the severity of frost, Qur own kipgdom
sems most congenial to their inclination and

nature ; for as before observed, they are to be




P

69

caught in al‘mostA all our streams which . are

near the sea.

The time of spawning varies in different
rivers. At Newecastle-upon-Tyne, thgse fish
are in season at Christmas ; whereas in the |
Welsh rivers, they do not begin to run until
May or June. After they have been for 4
few days in the fresh water, they axe for the
most part in high season, and a well grown.
fish at this time is a valuable prize to the
Angler who may be: so fortunate as to secure.

him.

When on feed the Salmon generally takes
up a position at the foot _of a strong stream
which terminates in a whirlpool or eddy, and
the most successful bait which can be used is
theartificial fly: . Those made in imitation of

the: Dragon flies are the most to be depended

upon, as these insects 4re constantly hover-
ing over the water, consequently ‘are. more
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familiar to the view of the fish. They nre
however so capricious, that they-will net

unfrequently rise at an extremely gaudy
fly, which bears no resemblance to nature,

“in preference even to a real wasp or Dia-

gon fly; and it will sometimes happen that
4 Trout-fisher with small flies, will succeed
in raising the fish immediately after an An-
gler prepared for Salmon-fishing has thrown
over the spot a dozen varieties of large flies.
The best hours of the day for this diversion
are from eight to eleven in the morning, and
from three until six in the evening. For

specimens of Salmon flies, see PLATE 11T,

In Trout fishing when Silmon frequent
the streams; ‘it is necegsary to use. stronger
tackle than might otherwise. be advisable.:
An instance of the utility of this precaution
occurred to thé author. In dhe moring’s
fishing, five Salmon rose at his Tout flies,
two_of which hie succeeded in taking: the
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largest weighed. sixteen pounds: and three
quarters, and measured two feet ning inches
in length. It is true the gut of which the
line was composed was choice, but it was sin-
gle, and not of that 'descriptibn which from
its extreme thickness is called Salmon gut.
The time occupied in playing this fish was
about an hour and three quarters ; and never
did a General derive greater satisfaction
from a victory than was felt on  that

i

occdasion.

If the multiplying reel be reprehensible
in Trout fishing, it is absolutely useless
where Salmon is the object, as the exertions
and activity of this fish will try the strength
of the tackle in:all its points.. When hook-
ed; the Salmon genersily darts with violence
up the stream, and with extreme veloeity:
at this time it is npt advisable to let much of
the reel line out, but if possible, by forcing
the rod well back, to kegp with the fish by
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rupning along the side of the river. Qn
reaching the head of a currea, it will. praba-
bly throw itself out of -the water severalK
times, apparently with an intent to break the

Vline.[with fts tail. It h;ay ‘now he necessary
to-humour the efforts of the fish by giving
a little additional line, to eage the- strain
which this repeated violence may occasion,
hut as seon as opportunity. affers, it must be
wound again upon the reel.- Disapppinted in
these fruitless efforts, and maddened by the
disappointments, it may probably return
with encreased velocity to the spot in which
it was haoked, baving reliance en some
strong hold or secret baunt in the vicinity of
its fesding ground. - To prevent this, it naw
reguires-all the Angler's skill hod attention,
by endeavouring to turn the struggler as fre-
quently as passible, which will fatige jt
morte -than’ any other expedient.- "If ‘the
tackla:will notadmit of his bearing:upon the
fish, a faw small pebbles thrown before it
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head, so as not fq <ndanger . the .line, . wil
generally produce the desired effect; and if
it so happen that it becomés sulky, and sinks
without motion to the bottom,. this- s the
only method to be employed to rouse it
into action; for a fish should never be pert

mitted to.remain quiet after. being Hooked;
Awit becomes' exhausted, it: may:beiieasily

drawn by degrées ion toia gvastel’ bank, or

within reéach: of the gaff, when the apxiously

earned: prize isimade secure. « 1f iwhen fakesi
out of the water the- colour,of the back bs
blue or inclining to black, the fish is in high
- season—if reddish, approaching to. brown, it
i kipper andigood for nothing. i/, . .,.' .

gLl

‘The'male fish is frequently found with a
hotny proboscis: projecting -from the under
Jjaw, with which he roots in the gravel; in
ordér to form 'abed for the spawn. of the
female. : This being deposited,’ they . both
proceed to cover it withthe loose graviel; ta
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secure it from the voracity of the Trout and
other fish, which are particularly-fond of this
food, and follow the Salmon in shoals, in the
expectation of partaking of it. :

- Theyoung SALMON-FRY, OF SAMLETS, are |
generally first animated in February, when
they direct their course towasds the sed, occa-
sionally halting in favourite spots. = Oh
reaching the brackish or salt water, they stay
for about a fortnight, in which short space of
time their grﬁwth is.very rapids

" They are extremely voracious, and afford
excellent diversion to the young Angler, as
he will not unfrequently have a fish at every
fly at the same moment. " Although they are
a delicious fish, 2 moment’s reflection of -the
injury done to the river by the destructios
of so many young fry, ‘which in a yesr o
two would he so much better worth taking;,
after having multiplied their species in an
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_extraordinary degree, ought to deter the

Angler from continuing his sport when he
finds a shoal of them

- But the injury.which is-occasionédiby the
rod and line is insignifieant’ swhen ‘compdred
with the wilful slaughter-cansed by mil weits;,
where in one fight a cartload of these: itz
fry may be;takern. : The gentlemen throppgh
Wthose,: estates. the rivdr winds ought .to- be
particularly, attentive ta those most to: be

‘dreaded r,iwfégers,  OCCUPTERS OF ' MTLLSS
who ina ‘flood, (at which time the.fry rin
in.shoals) under the ‘pretence of setting bus-:
kets far éels, fix them in sich’ u-inianner a5
nof to admit the possibility of a singte’ fsk
of any description éscaping, however smalf it
may be; and they have been known to catch
such ifhmense. numbers-of :samlets; that for
want of :knowingwhat to dorwith them, they
have been under the ‘necessity of thxuyvingi
them to thepiga.: © ool el
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THE TROUT.

- Of all fresh water fish this is the most ‘beau-
tiful, and, next to the Salmon, ' is most
esteemed by the Angler for the divérsion it
affords. The form of the Trout is long in
proportion to its breadth ; having the head
‘round, and sharp teeth in the tongue as well
as in the jaws. When in perfect season it is
thickly studded with red.and black spots,
which relieved by the dark. olive of the back
gradually mixing with the rich yellow of the
sides and belly, produce a fine effect. At
this time it is hbg backed like most other
fish. |

. The variety in the shape and colour of
Trouts which are taken in different rivers
and pools, has induced some persons to ima-
gine that there are three distinct kinds of this
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fish ; viz. the RED, the YELLOW, and the
WHITE, the former of which ranks highest
in’ estimation 5 but the more generally receiv-
ed and most probable opinion is, that this
difference arises from the quality of the:
food, or from the water which they inhabit
being impregnated with some substance ca-
pable of producing this effect. Certain it is,
that their haunts, voracity, and modes of

feeding, are every where alike..

They spawu about the latter end of Octo-
ber or beginning of November, at which
time they are unwholesome and not worth
eating. At this season they constantly work
up the stream in order to find proper situa-
tions for spawning, for which purpose they
generally prefef brooks, where gravel or
sand mixed with small stones abounds, in
which they root a bed for this deposit. This
being effected they appear quite exhausted,
and wasting away become soft and lean.” In
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this state they are attacked by a worm, vul-
gar[);c'alled the water louse, which they bave
not strength to rid themselves of until re-in- -
vigorated by the genial warmth of the sun’s
rays, on the approach of spring; when they

- quit the still deep water where they have re-

mained inactive during the winter months]
and revisit the strong streams, the force of
which soon frees them from this disagreeable -
insect ; which being accomplished, they spee-

~ dily regain their activity and vigour, and

st the month of May are in high season.

" The favourite hauuts in which the Trout
delighits, and: where the Angler is most likely
to me¢t with diversion, are the junction: of
two- streams—the tails. of currents—below
bridges—near old wéirs or pieces of rock—

where the roots of trees are exposed by the |
bank having fallen in~—under hollow banks;

end an ‘excellent ‘mode” of enticing a good
fish is to throw the fly against the opposite
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bank, so that it may drop gently from

thence to the water; also, wherever there is-
a fall of water, or a wliirlpool ; as, when on

the watch for food; they take post at the foot

or sides of agitated waters, lying in wait for

such flies, &c. as the motion of the element

may drive before it.

In bright weather, when the water is low,
another very successful method of taking
Trout is, by means of a line of about a
yard in length affixed to a short stiff rod,
which will facilitate the dropping of the fly

between bushes, and under the roots of -

trees. The best baits are the stone-fly,
~ green or gray drake, and the down-looker or

oak fly, in their nafural states ; by means of
- which, if due caution be exercised as to
keeping from the view of the fish, the

Angler will hardly ever fail to reap the
reward of a handsome catch '
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08 THE

GRAYVEL FRY.

The history of this little fish, which is
also distinguished by a great variety of other
names, as the FINGERING, PINK, GRAVLING,
LAST - SPRING, SKIRLING, FORK - TAIL,
BRANDLING, SHEDBER, SAMPSON, and PAR,
. has not been hitherto explained in a satisfac-

tory manner.

They are only to be found in rivers fre-
quented by Salmon, and many are of
‘opinion that they ate all males, and are the
“dwarf or unnatural produce of the mixed
spawn of the Salmon and the Trout ; others
that they are produced from:the spawnof
those Salmon; which being prevented from
regaining the sea, become sick and incapable

of the regular functions of nature.
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. 1On:the sides of this fish are dark marks

or streaks, such as would be left by the Hand
if immersed in colour, whence it derives the
nameof: Fingering:  Some contend that they
Hever excéed in length eight inches, ‘or 'i‘rll

weight a-quaiter -of a pound ; whilst :others

gssert that, o visiting thie sea, they .change
theit form in someipolits; Ipse the dark manks
on' their sides, ‘and teturn to the rivers seve-
ral. pounds: in; weight. - In corrhoration’ of
their growth, a :gentleman of 'the. .greatest
respectability assured the compiler that he
has frequently taken them: from the river:by
means of a casting net, and turned them into
- a pool, through whiq_h the stream of a moun-
tain rivulet passed, and that they throve
wonderfully, and ‘exceeded the weight of a
pound in a short space of time. As opinions
respecting this fish are so various, it is sur-
prising that some experienced naturalist has
riot directed his atténtion to the observation

€t it . NP

~
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of its haunts and habits, to settle the points
in dlspute. ‘

" Thesé fish afford the Angler great diver-
sion, as they  will risé at the fly at almast all
times ; and even when the water is become
extremely low by long droughts, or when .
the sun is shining in all his splendaur, they
may be taken in considerable quantities.
They are of exquisite flavour, and if pro-
“perly potted, the Char of our northern lakes
is pot to be preferred as a delicate morgeau
for the: palate of an epicure.

THE

GRAYLING

UMBER,

* like the Trout, deligh_ts inthe streams: of

mountainous countries, but is by no means
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common to all:rivers which: Q?Oduce.; the lat-
ter, and it is rather remarkable that it is not
to be.met with either in Scotland or Ireland,
The rivers.in Derbyshire, Yorkshire, Shrop-
shire, and Staffordshire, and the Dee which-
rags through aconsnderable portion of North_;
Wales,: will; however furmsh them i in -suffici-.
ent mumbers for_the Angler's amusement..
Iquance and: Switzerland-they are found:
in. modemte Jquantities, and .are  greatly.
esteemed. , ; 4’;"':.f.f R R b

Lot e ' AT e gt T
- The txtle of G/raylmg appqars, to haveg
b.ee,n; given to this fish from the gray silver
colour of its sides ;;.th.atvo‘f; Umber to be de-.
riyed,;frqm the Latin Umbra, a shadow,
which the i‘apidity of -its motions authorizes,
inasmuch as when swimming, it darts with:
such velocity as to give the semblance to
the eye of the flitting of a shadow; rather
than the actua] ';xiovgmcnt of an animated
substance. ; - -
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~The Grayling is longer, and not'so vound
a$ the Trout, and somewhat resembles the
Dace' in form it seldom: exceeds: sixteens
iniches in length ;has no teeth, ‘but the lips
are roiigh like 4 file. ~'Whei i season; the’

" back s of %' difk colour nearly approacling:
. to- blick, 4nd 'the sides gray: the head is

rathér small, with prominent eyés. Whit
first tikeri‘out’ of ‘the watér they have'a pe-
culliar smell, sald to beé- occasioned by thelr
feeding upon water thyme, whence “the
Latin name Thymallus is supposed to have .
been’ gWen"*t’o thern, - For flavour they are
prefen ed‘by many to the Frout, - They are
most in séasonin the winter ; but even it the
time of spaw’rring, which is in'May, ‘they do
not lose thelr ﬂesh and beauty as Trout and

Satmon do

' The haunts of the Grayling are i every’
respect the samé as those’of the Trout, and
both will be frequently taken from the samé
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streams. They rige. very: fieely at the fly,
and -are not' easily deterred fiom venewing
their attempts to seize the bait, even,should
they beunguccessful in several grials, provid-
ed they do not feel the hook. “Their mouths
are so tender, that it Wikl require; the utmost
caution of the Angler, after he has hooked
hig fish, -to: prevent the barb- from. brepking
" its hold." Most writers, in treating of this
fish, have stated that it struggles ‘but for a
wvery short time, and is ther,efore‘pmdgc‘time
ofilitle diversions but the contrary is not
pnfrequently the case, as they will struggle
with extreme violence; until quiteexhausted
by their effarts: to:free themselves-from the
instroment, which causes their distress..’

G @GRAINING. &

It is rather remarkable fhat thié fish has
jescaped. the motige: .of all: our naturalists,

~
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‘exceptMr. Peninant; andit is not Tess extraor-
dinary, that it should: be found: only in’the
rivers’cotitected:'with' the Mersey, ity ‘Lan-
-cashire. ' Mi#, Pennant’s obsérvations on this
fish, extracted from’ his '« Joutrey to-Scot-
Iand, vol.'i. page 11, are here subjoined :

v .
B P

« In the Mersey near Warrington, (and in -
the river Alt, which runs by Sephton, Lan-
cashire, into the Mersey near Formby) a
fish called the Graining ‘is taken, which in
some respects resembles the Daces; yét it i
a distinct -and perhaps ‘new species: ‘the
usual length js seven inches and a half, and
it is rather more slender than the Dace; the
body is almost strait, that of the other incur-.
vated : the colour of the scales in this is
silvery, with a bluish cast—those of the
Dace have a yellowish or greenish tinge:
the eyes, the ventral and "the anal fins in the

G'raining, are a pale colour.”

~ As they rise freely at the fly they afford
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good sport to the- Angler, and when in the
humour it:is:not difficult to fill a pannier
with 'th'exvn’., They sometimes, though not
commonly, exceed half a pound in veight,
and are much better ating than the Dace.
A ‘small feather from the starling’s wing, or
a bright hackle from a golden plover dress-
ed upon sfnfdll ‘hooks, -will - generally. prove
successful: - Another; very killing, method is
the sandy feather of a landrail dressed as
for the wings. of a fly, and a well clearised
maggot or gentle, as before mentioned for
Trout.” Li the early -part of the Spring
they prefer -'worms,” of which a small Brand- .
ling and Gilt-tail are mostto- be depended
upon. Sl ' it

GRAY MULLET
is by mo means common' in the  northern

counties, and but rarely to bé found in'Scot-

land ; whereas on the southern coasts it is

. ““n
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tolerably dbuadant. .| Fhey. fequently lave

the salt watér, and'will: rise frecly :at the
same flies as are: used for TFraut fishing, but

if ‘made rather larger the success of 'the. Ans
gler will be: miors ¢ertainy: the writer. Hava
ing thus oecasionally taken them near Rhydd-
lan f'Gastle,fvhete the rivets Clwydd and
Elwy meet the salt watér, whilst Angling
for Salmon. ‘These fish are strong inthe water,
and require care in'the management of them,
as they plunge v1olently SRS

’ 'TheT best: time’rfqr ’Angling: fot them %

when the tide is coming in, ‘a5 wheh it ebbs. -

they return to the. salt water.. The head:of
this fish is of a depressed form, having the

- nose sharp ; and the body oblong and com-

pressed, on each side of the head below the

nostrils there stands a. lutle bonq which is

serrated on its lower part: the eyes are not
covered with askin ; and there are teeth on

jaws,

LY
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fI‘ ’hlé\: il leadgenqnouthed frsh, like the
_ @€arpic hasa big head; and.: the body, which
is long and rather round, 'is :cdvered with
large scales. They sometimes attain to the
weight of four or five pounds, are a greedy
fish; and will take all ‘sorts ‘of baits, but are
sulky and inactive when hooked. The best
mode 6f fishing for> them is: aibBirEg"w‘ith a
natural fly under trees or bushes, as they aré
‘fond oi’ shadyplaces welo T Dy

- The Chub dehght:s in large rivers with
Sandy* bottams, and: will fréquently’ annoy
the Trout fisher'by rising at his flied; for as
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they make no play, and are good for nothing
when caught, it must be considered mortify-
ing to be plagued by them when in expecta-
tion of nobler gamé : in, fact, in so little es-
timation is this fish held, that the French call
it « Le vilain.” To a young Angler they
" may nevertheless afford diversidn; and being
generally to be found of good size, they
may be servicéable in preparing him for .the
better management of the more active objects,

Troutand Salmon. =~~~ ¢ "

THE BLEAKR .. - °
is a small delicate fish, scarcely ever attaining
to six inches in length. The body is cover-
ed with thin silver scales, and.;he-i)ack is of
a greenish colour. On.account of their dex-
terity in catching flies, they are frequently
called the water swallow. They are in sea-
sbn all. the year except the month of May,
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which is the time for their spawning. As
they are to be found in almost all our inland
rivers, and-asthey are passionately fond of
the -small ted:'and black ants, they are a
good fish for-initiating the young Angler in
the art of Fly-fishing.

ROACH

‘ ‘ ' AND Tl-;E

.t
S A ‘ .

 DACGE; DARE; ~ ~ '

or ‘as is sometimes: called the snowLER; will
also rise'at the fly greedily ;. but as they are
80 very generally known, a separate descrip-
tion of them 'is' deemed unnecessary. By
sinking his flies a little under the water, the
Angler will find his advantage when fishing
for roacH. |
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This fish spawns in May, and it ig easy to
distinguish whether it b¢ in: season " er other-

wise ;- for if the scales upon the back be

xough to the touch, it is out of season ; li'
they lie flat and smooth, the reverse.

The pAcE is a longer and nairrower fish,
~ and has smaller scales than the Roach, and
spawns in March, which constitute the prin-
cipal differences between them; as their
haunts and manners are the saxhé, and they

are generally found together, each delighting

in the deepest part of rivers where there is-

gravel or sand, Both afford spert to the
Fly-fisher by their avidity in taking the

bait ; but as they do. not.require much. skill’

to secure therh,: ahd are. of so little esteem
when taken, any person:whb has once: parti-
cipated in the pleagures of Salmon ot Trout
Angling , would feel dissatlsﬁed with tlus
diversion.’ : R

+
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. The: fishithis dedcribed are believed to ks
4l (worthy thé Angler’s notice) thiat aré-acs
.4 customed to take- the;fly “as |\their natural
food. It is true, instances have occurred of -
- the Pedichy Pike,and even Fels, being taken
with' the artifidial fly; but as such ocourrdtices
are uncominon, it would be inconsistent t&
 class themi with the fish mentioned in the pre-
ceding pages. It remains therefore to procesd
to the description of the itiaterials necessary
to'be usedin the formition of the flies répre-
sented in'the plates -which accompany ‘this

E

treatise, < ) itiio o
oy onmnind o TR S Tioulss ool

© The:author is ‘aware. that they can‘by. no
means: be: idonsidered ‘ifine ' specimens of  the
art of! representings natare ; Sbut: ‘as they will
éotveysomeiden of theisize'and: forty of:the
natural fly; and: may prove @ ‘more cbirect
criterion for the imitator to adopt as to the
coléurs ‘of Hs- miatérials’ than any iwritten
description;: it §s ‘hsped thit they 'witl:in
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some degree prove useful and advantageous
to sych brethren of the Angle asthay deem
them wor;thyrthegr mspectxon b

w‘,}(._ RPN

B o1 . W
- 4

~It ;may. p0ss1bly be remarked that the» :
number.of flies:selected is:ingufficient. | Cer-
tain it is, that.the éphemeral aquatic insects
. which:the sun's gmialf.fn'ays‘ animate in suc-
cession, are as endlsss in varigty-as they are
incalenlablé -in numbers, .and may possibly.
all at. ong time or othier serve ay faod. for the
Trout, &e, . Yet to compile'atreatis¢ of this
description would requiré the observation
and deep attention of a Linnzus. Such
therefore onlyi;as- practical experience has
pointed out to be worthy of 'selection. are re-
prosented, anddt is presumgd  they will he
found sufficient;to answer the purposes, and
meetthe wishes of the reasonab,le Angler.

R S Ry e iy e e

Whnst upon nhls subject it tyay not be al-
together ;rmlat;ve %o: (emark;; that a:good
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treatise on the English water insects is much
wanted ; as most of the collectors of this
branch of natural hlstory, ‘who have spared
no _trouble or expence: in :procuring foreign
~ insectsy:are: limentably ,deﬁcient;in-spﬂdniéhs
of the description herein mentioned. |
. Accurately  to: enumerate the: différent
names by which the several flies: are .distin-
guished swould bé impossible, -as the;neigh-
bouring; jnbabitants of  almost. every. river
have different: titles for. the same inscct.
Such however as are. known to be stdndard
flies are given with reférences .o their nam-
bers, and the mimbetf of the plate. The:re-
mainder. . are no doubt well known .to - the
experienced Angler by some dénomination
or ather ;;but as' name:‘can add little £o -his
information or success, Wwhen “he has. the
representation before him, they: will-be: des-

cribed in the order in which they appearan

the plates, as follows:

~

R
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PLATE lII

eonmms ‘specimens : of ﬁve flies whioch. wilk
be found very: successful ‘in-raising ‘Salmion:

No. 1. isrecommended as a spring fly, and
itaxbe composed of the. following msterials :
Wings, of the dark mottléd brown of black:
igh feather'of a tudkey body, of orange cam-
Ietmixed ‘with a :little mohair; and a dusky
xed, or brightbrown cock’s hackle, plucked
Fronr the - batk : where the ‘fibres are  longest,
fovlegs; hook, same size as represented in-the
plate: and it'is to be observed, that all large
. Salmon flies should be dressed upon two or
three lengths of gut twisted together, and
that the sifk in dressing be brought beyond
the shank of the hook, and wrapped four or
fivé times round the gut, so that'the sharp-
aessof the steel may not speedily cut it. - -
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As the season advances, the same ﬁy may
be dressed with the wings of a brighter shade,
and the addition of a little gold wire or
thread wrapped neatly round the body at

\ equal distances.

Note, wire or tinsel is to be preferred to
thread, as they retain the lustre longer, and

are more showy in the water.

- No. 2. is of smaller size, and may occasion-

ally be dressed upon very strong single gut.

Any feather of a copper or dirty yellow -

colour, which is not too coarse in the fibres,

~will answer for the wings; such may be

found on the domestic hen, turkey, or the .
landrail : the body of lemon coloured mo-
hair mixed with a small portion of light
Brown fur or camlet ; and a pale dusky gin-
ger hackle over the whole. -The main object
to be observed in dressing this fly is, that .
the wings, bédy, and hackle, be as nearly as -

’ H

Yy
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possible of the same shade; from which,
and bding devoid of tinsel or any gaudy
colburs;\- it has been denominated the
Quaker-fly.

No. 3. Although the colours of thisfly '

are of a sombre cast, it is nevertheless. fre-

quently used in Summer with success. The

-wings are to be procured from the cormo-

rant, or the mottled feather of the mallard, -
if very dark: body of dark sable ribbed
with gold wire, over which a dusky red -
hackle should be thickly wound: for the
tail, the mottled feathers of the drake; and
before fastening off, a little flos silk should
be unravelled, and fastened at the extremity
of the work. ' '

No. 4. differs materially from those pre. .
ceding, and is "given in order to describe
the method of dressing gaudy/ﬂie:s; which,
however fanciful or varied in shade or mates

ottt
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rials, will frequently raise fish when all the
imitations of nature have proved unsuccess-
ful: indeed so fastidious and whimsical are
the Salmon at times, that the more brilliant
and extravagant -the fly, the more certain is
“the Angler of diversion. The fly thus
Agiven as a specimen is formed as follows:
the wings the extreme end of the feather
of a guinea fowl not stripped, but having the
feather left on both sides the middle stem ;
" a blood red hackle should be fastened on
with the wings, and so arranged as to extend
beyond them; the dyed feathers used by
officers in the army answer very well for
this purpose, if those from the macaw can-
not be };Ijocured. The body is best made of
the harl of an ostrich dyed to correspond:
with the red feather introdulced; with a
bright yellow hackle over it. The beautiful
green feather which forms the eye of the
“ péacock’s tail should be fastened at the head, |
and left hanging downwards so as to cover

-~
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the body for nearly half an inch, and a few
strips of the same part of the feather may be

" fastened at the tail.

In the dressing of the gaudy flies for Sal-
mon the maker may exercise his fancy as he
pleases, for it is impossible for him to be too
extravag'ant in his ideas. The only caution
necessary to be given is, that he should avoid
introducing too great a weight of gold or sil-
ver wire, which will prevent the fly from
being thrown neatly, and will cause it to sink
too much under the water ; for the same fea~'
son beads, which are sometimes used to repre-
sent the bright prominent eyes of the dra-

gon fly, are reprehensible.

No. 5.is 2 copy from the common Wasp
in the natural state, which has been selected
as being a favourite with the Salmon peal,

mort, or gilse ; and well grown fish will some-

“times rise at this fly in prefcrence to any
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other. It is to be made of the wool of a
sheep or other animal dyed yellow, and a
black hackle twisted at intervals over the
body ; or vice versi, of a black body and yel-
low hackle. Wasps, bees, and hornets, are
also the favourite food of Ghub at particular
times, and are to be employed with success
in dibbing under bushes, Scc.‘

<

Previously to commencing the descrip-
tion of the Trout flies, it is necessary to state
that, although the greater proportion of those
represented in the plates are common to all
rivers, yet the time of their appearance will
vary in different counties according to the
temperature of climate, and forwardness or
otherwise of the season. Correctness there-
fore in the statement of the periods at which
they are usually to be found cannot be at-
‘tained: the Angler's own observation will
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be the best guide in this respect ; and a very
trifling degree of attention will soon enable
him to distinguish each particular fly at a
considerable distance, from the peculiarity

of its flight, or other marked characteristic.

Although the imitation of nature’ is the
principal object to be desired by the Fly-
maker, yet in some instances it will be advisa-
ble to enlarge or diminish the proportions
of the artificial fly as the .state of the water
ma}}; require: for instance, if the river be
very high, the fly may be dressed larger than
nature ; if very low, the size may be reduced,
and the body made thinner than the na-
tural fly appears ; and in many cases the fly
dressed as a hackle only, without wings, will
succeed better than if made full by the addi-
tion of the feathers used for that purpose.

The colours of the flies will also in some

. . . \
instances, as in the stone-fly, duns, &c. under-
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go considerable; change as the season advan-
ces, generally becaming ligﬁter with the
progress of Summer: in this also the An-

gler’s own observation must direct him.

Description of Hlies in Pate IV,

No. 1. represents a dark fy with black
body, which appears very early in March,
and sometimes even in February ; and as so
few flies suitable for the purposes of the Fly-
fisher are at that time animated, it is to be
“used with great success during the whole
day. The body is made of dark fur to be
obtained from a black water spaniel, or rab-
bit, with a very small proportion of cliret-
" coloured camlet, merely to give the mixture
a tinge when held up to the light: the
wings from the back of the fieldfare or
hen blackbird ; and a ‘dusky black hackle
for legs. | ‘
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No. 2. The Wlack Gnat

does not appear until nearly the end of
April. The body is made with a black strip
from an ostrich feather, and must be dressed
thick, and rather short ; the wings of a pale
starling’s feather ; or it is equally neat if
dressed as a hackle, for which purpose a pale
dun is most suitable.

Although this fly is generally highly prais-
ed by writers on Angling, and by some ‘h_as
been recommended as a standard, or never
failing fly, the character which it has obtain-
ed is infinitely too favourable. During
several seasons in which the compiler made
use of this fly, he observed that it was neg-
lected by the fish if a grouse hackle was
upon the same line; and that his other flies
always proved moreattractive than the black

gnat.  But, asit is a favourite fly with many



persons, and will certainly kill fish when the
water is low and fine, to have omitted the

 description would have been censurable.

No, 3. The Mavch Broton or Wun Drake.

This very excellent fly generally appears
about the middle of March, and is strongly
recommended as a good killer from eleven
~ oclock until three. Large quantities of

these beautiful insects sail down the streams
in succession, and invite the Trout to action.
Their  wings are upright on the body as
shewn in the plate, and whilst they are on
the water, it is almost in vain to attempt the
use of any other fly; therefore as they vary |
in the shade of the body, it is advised to
use three flies of this form, but of different A
sizes and colours -at the‘ same time, which

will ensure success to the Angler.

The wings are -made from the dark mot-
tled feather from the tail of a partridge;
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the body of the fur from the hare’s ear,
intermixed with a small portion of yellow
worsted, well dubbed together; a grizzled
hackle for legs ; and if the imitator chuse to
be exact, two fibres from the same feather
which composed the wings will enable him
to form the tail. This appendage to the

flies in their natural state need not be at- |
tended to in the artificial formation, as it is
of little importance in aiding the success of

the Angler; although, if flies are dressed for

sale, it improves their appearance, and ren-
ders them more showy and attractive. It
may also be dressed as a hackle by means of
the spotted feather from a partridge’s back,
using the same mixture for the body as
before described.

No. 4. The PVasle Flp

is of a round form, and rather difficult to
be imitated with success. It is to be used in
May and June, and is wery destructive
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where bushes ahound. By some this .is
improperly called the Marlow Buzz. The
body is made of ostrich harl of two colours,
viz. black and purple, which must be
twisted very thick : the wings of the sandy
coloured feather from under the wings of a
throstle, or from the red feather of a part-
ridge’s tail, provided it be not too dark:
a bluish hackle twisted tolerably full will
answer for the under wing, as well as for
the legs. The Cow-lady flies are also made
in this manner, substituting a red or black
hackle for the dun, and reducing the size
of theAﬂy very considerably.

No. 5. . The Great Mark Dun

is one of the earliest flies which appear
upon the water, and may be used in Febru-
ary, if the weather be mild. It has four

wings, which are to be imitated by the dun

feathers from the wing of a wild mallard
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which have a brownish tinge: the body of
dark fur from the mole, mixed with a little
dark brown mohair; and a dark grizzled
hackle for legs.

This fly may be used during the whole
);ear early in the morning, if the wind be
high, and is often successful in. raising

Salmon.

No. 6. The Stone iy

is found near the edge of shallow stony
streams, and is a favourite article of food to
the Trout, so long as it continues in season.
It is hatched from a cadis, and issues from
the shell before it has completely gained the
use of wings. The usual time of the Stone
fly’s appearance is in April; but SALTER, in
his excellent little work on Angling, gives

the following account of his success with

" this fly at a much earlier period:
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« The general opinion, that it never ap-
pears until the middle of April,- is a mis-
taken'-one: the reason that inducésv me to
_trouble you with this digrcssion is to remove
the error, by stating a circumstance fhat |
have met with. On the eighth. of March,
. when sitting by the side of a str‘céam to re-
pair my line, ;I observed a Stone fly crawl-
‘ ing on the gravel the appea{rance of a
stranger so unexpected (in a cold day) ex-
cited my curiosity so far as to make a trial
of an artificial one ; the result of which was
. very great. diversion from _h‘alf-past‘ eleven
till one, when the Trout ceased ‘rising to it.
It was on a deep slow stream that is gene-
rally tinged with furbury water: butI never
~ have found so much success with it upon

rapid streams so early in the season.”

This fly is the l_argestvof the representa-
tions given, being an inch in length, and

large in the body. The wings, which are
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four in number, should not much exceed the
length of thebody, and are to be made to lie
flat ; the mottled feather from a hen phea-
sant or pea hen is best adapted to this pur-
- pose. The body is composed of any dark
‘brown fur ; such may be procured from bear’s
skin, or the dark part of the hare’s ear, &c.
and is to be mixed with yellow camlet or
mohair, so that it may appear most yellow
near the tail and belly of the'fly ; with a griz-
zled hackle of good length wrapped under
the wings. Some pérmné, in imitating this fly,
add two hairs from thebeard of a black cat,
or from the tail of the fulmart, or polecat,
as representations 'of the horns; but, as
before observed, attention to such minutiz is

unnecessary.

Another very general mode of dressing
‘this fly is, by means of a long fibred griz-
zled hackle from a cock's back, without
wings, It isalso a deadly bait used in the
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natural state by dibbing under bushes ; and
must, in common with all large flies, be ins
varizbly used at the point. '

"o, %c'ﬂeaig%rmu'ot ,:'Iﬁm Fp

, appeérs in. May, and is an excellent fly for
Grayling. It has four wings, which are
made from the under part of a throstle or
fieldfare’s »wi_ng: those- feathers should be
selected which have the yellowest tinge,
The common hen is sometimes to he met
with of this shade, in which case her feathers
may be used. The body is of dusky orangg,
which the light brown fur from a fox’s breast
will furnish ; and a pale dun hagkle for legs.
Attention must be given to the division of
the wings, which should stand as.shown in
the plate,

Wo. 8. ThHe Blue Bun

is, in appearance, one of the most delicate
insects which frequent the water ; it is there:
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fore extraordinary that it is to be found in
the greatest quantities on cold windy days,
being hardly ever to be seen in mild warm

weather. Itis an early fly, making its appear-

ance about the first week in March, at which

time it remains on the water during the
whole of the morning. It is extremely dif-
ficalt to meet with a feather of the exact
shade, or sufficiently delicate in the fibre for
the wings of this fly; ‘it is therefore better
to make it of a pale blue dim hackle, and
use it as a dropper. The body is composed
of the blue fur from a water rit, mixed with

a.small pfopo’rtion of lemon coloured mo-

hair. As the'With’ ‘of this ﬁy’;ét’and ¢réct .

on the body, a cock’s hackle is preferable to
that of a hen, not being so liable'to yield to
the action of the water.

PLATE V.

No. 9. is the representation of another

variety of the Duns, being somewhat smaller
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than the last. It is to be found about the
~ latter end of May, and is a good morning
fly. The body of mole-skin, or the fur from
"a black greyhound: the wings, which are
four in number, are to be dressed in the same
form as No. 7, PLATE 1v. and are made
from the feather of a'starling ; and a reddish
ginger hackle for legs. This is also good
fly for Grayling.

No. 10. ¢be Orange fflp

has four wings made from the blue feather of

- - a mallard-teal. The head is of the dark fur

from the hare’s ear ; the body gold coloured
mohair mixed with orange camlet, and a 1
little brown fur , a small blue cock’s hackle
for legs. This is an alluring fly to Salmon
mort if dressed rather larger than therepre-

sentation_ ; and on a smaller scale, none i)éttei
" can be found for the Salmon fry.

I
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No. 11,  The Co=-dung Sy,

. Although this is not an aquatic insect,
being most commonly found amox\:gstv.the
excrement of animals, it is nevertheless a. fa-
vourite of the Trout ; and when high winds
have blown these flies upon the water, the
Angler may calculate upon good diversion if
he make trial of them.

’ They appear in March, and will raise fish
until September. The body is made of yel-
low camlet or mohair, mixed with a little
brown bear’s fur, which gives the whale a
dusky appearance: the feather from the
wing of the landrail for wings ; and a ginger
hackle for the legs. The wings are to he
dresssg flat an the back, and the body made

~
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NWo. 12. ThHe ¥elloty BPun

is a beautiful insect, and is to be used in the’
morning and evening during the months of
April znd May, and again in September.
The‘bddy is made of yellow yarn unravelled,
(if martin’s fur cannot be procured) and
mixed with a little pale ash-coloured fur,
which may be obtained from a fox-cub near
the tail ; the wings from the under part of a
snipe’s wing, and are to be made upright ;

with 4 palé dun hackle for legs.

No. 13, The Cream=coloured Flp

is an excellent bait for Grayling, and may be
used from May until the end of-August.
The wings stand upright, and are to be made

~ of a hen’s feather which approaches to the

colour of yeast; body dark blue fur; and a

pale ginger hackle for legs: or it may be
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dressed with a cream-coloured hen’s hackle

over a blue body.

No. 14. '@be PBarey Long Hegs

is 2a Summer fly ; and although its merits have. -
been underrated by many Anglers, it isan’
excellent killer-on a cloudy day, when there
is.a good breeze. The body is dressed of
brown bear’s fur, mixed with the dark dun
from a mole’s skin; the dark mottled fea- .
ther of a partridge for wings ; and a brown
cock’s hackle of good length for the legs::
wings upright and body taper.

Wo. 15.- The little Xvon-blue Flp.

These flies are rarely to be seen in mild
weather ; but during the month of May they
frequent the water in considerable numbers
on.coldlwi\ndy days. They may be ranked

amongst the smallest of the insects necessary
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for the Angler’s imitation, and can scarcély
be dressed too fine. The wings are upright,
and best made of a feather from under the
cormorant’s’ wing ; as however it may not
be aneasy matter o procure one of these
 birds, and as one bird affords only about a
dozen of the feathers requisite, a substitute
1s recommended in the tail of the tom-tit,
which is nearly of the same shade. The
body pale blue fur warped. with purple silk,
a small portion of which should be neatly
picked out to represent the legs of -the fly, as
the use of a hackle for this purpose in

minute flies is incorrect.

No. 16. The Grabel or Sptver Flp

is first seen about the middle of April, at
which time the gravel in which these insects
are bred is literally covered by incalculable
numbers of them. They are extremely deli-

cate, and not often visible on cold days; on
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which however success is more probable with
this fly, than when they are to be found in
such large quantities. They may be used
from morning until evening ; and the Trout
are so passionately fond of them, that they
gorge thgmselves with their favoarite food,
and retire to their secret haunts, thereby dis-
appointing the most skilful endeavours of the
Angler. ’

It is probably owing to the short duration
of these flies that the fish are so greedy in
devouring them, .as they are seldom to be-
found at the expiration of about three weeks
from their first appearance. The wings are
made of the feather from the wing of the
cuckoo’s mate, the goat sucker, or in the
absence of the preceding two, from the
woodcock : the body of lead coloured silk
for the lower and middle parts, and a strip
of black ostrich harl for the t_hick part near
the shoulders; round which a small dark
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grizzled hackle should be twisted twice, and
the fly is completed.

PLATE VL

Y

© No. 17. ®he Geanam or Green Tall

is to be found on the water at the same time
of the year as the spider fly, and is used
with success early in the morning and late in
the evening, whilst it is in season, which is
rarely for a longer period than ten days. It is
also a delicate fly, and not often out on cold
days. It derives the name of Green Tail
from a bunch of eggs of a green colour,

which drop on the water at the moment of
' the fly’s touching that element. The wings
lie flat on the back, and are made of the
shaded feather from the wing of a partridge
or hen pheasant; the body of the dark fur
from a hare’s ear, mixed with a little blue
fur; and. for the tail the green harl from

v



120
the eye of a peacock’s tail is the most showy

material, although a small quantity of bright

green wax (about the size of a pin’s head)

- attached to the hook is the best representa-

tion of nature: a yellow grizzled hackle
should be used for the legs: or it may be
dressed as a hackle, with the shaded feather
from under a woodcock’s wing over the same
body.

No. 18. is a representation of the Green
Tail as it appears when on the water ; the pre-

ceding fly having been drawn with the wings

‘expanded for the purpose of shewing the

colour of the body.

£0.19. The Wawthorn Flp

is so called from being usually found near
the shrub of that name. It is a good killer,
and may be used from the middle of April
to the end of May, from ten o'clock until
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three. The wings are transparent, and may
be made from the palest feather of a snipe or
mallard’s wing: some use horn shavings, or
the hard substance which is found in the
core of an apple, for this purpose: the
. body of black ostrich harl; and a black
hackle for legs.

fo. 20. @be Summer Bun

is thicker in form than the generality of the
dun flies, and is to be dressed upon' a hook
with a short shank. The body of the fur
from a mole ribbed with ash-coloured silk ;
the wings from a wood-pigeon ; and an ash-
coloured hackle for legs. A good fly dur-

ing the Summer months, in large waters.

Ho. 21. ’ The Black Warl Flp

is also a Summer fly, and is a good killer jn

warm weather early in the morning. The

*
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body is of ostrich harl dressed thin, and
cut close; the wings, which are four in num-
ber, from the pale feather of the starling’s
wing, '

No. 22. The Gl Flp

has every appearance of being produced
from a cadis, and by some has been called
the BRowN capis FLY. The body is large,
and is successfully made of that part of the
peacock’s tail feather which is perfectly free
from a green cast; the wings from the fea-
ther of a brown hen; witha grizzled hackle
for'legs. The wings are four in number,
and should lie flat on the back. If dressed
‘as a2 hackle, a brown grizzled feather from
the back of a cock is the best ; and the bod"y
may occasionally be varied by the use of the
fur from the body of a brown spaniel, mixed
with mobairof a dark red or claret cast, and
ribbed with orange silk. It appears about
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the end of May, and continues for two

months. It is a good fly at all hours of the

~day, if the water be not very low,

{

No.23." The little Pellow Map or TWillolo JFip

resembles the green drake in’ fbrm, and is
composed of nearly the same materi:als, but
on a much smaller scale. The body of yel-
low fur from the ‘martin’s neck ; or yellow

worsted unravelled, and mixed with a very

small quantity of the fur from the hare’s ear,

so arranged that the yellow shall predotni-

nate as the colour of the belly; wings of the
- mallard’s feather dyed yellow : or it may be
made as a hackle fly, with a white cockig

feather dyed of the same shade of yellow. -

This fly.comes on early in May, and is the
precursor of the green drake ; until the ap-

- pearance of which it may be used with

success,




‘124
No. 24. a little: brown fly which appears
in June, and continues until September,
is a good fly before sunset in a warm even-
ing. The body of dark brown fur ribbed
with orange silk ; and a hackle of a greenish

tinge from the back of a woodpecker, or

dusky green parrot.

PLATE VIIL

No. 25. is 2 brown winged fly, which is fre-
quently seen durixig the months of June,
July, and August. The body is of dark
blue fur mixed with a portion of black sheep’s
wool ; the wings from the brown feather of
@ grouse ; and a dark cock’s hackle for legs.
It is a good fly in still water, where it play-
fully skims the surface, somewhat in the

manner of the Harry Long Legs.

T
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No.26. The Wroion Dun.

 The form of this fly resembles the blue
dun, but it is__rather,lqss insize. The body is
made of otter’s fur mixed with lemon-colour
mohair ;' a ginger hac‘kl_e for ‘l‘eg’s; and the
wings from a fieldfare. This, as well as all
the dun flies of the same form, is a great
favourite of the Trout; and is taken princi--
pally in the evening towards the approach of
dusk. ' '

No.27. The Green Drake or Pap Fly

is one of the most beautiful of our English |
insects, and is taken with avidity by ‘he -
Trout and Chub, being a bait that they are

‘remarkably fond of. These. flies are to be.

found in the greatest plenty on sandy gra-
velly rivulets or brooks, and also on some
large rivers ; but their favourite haunts are

.

t
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~ most commonly the smaller streams, where
they are to be used with the best success.
They appear about the twentieth of May,
‘and’ continue for nearly a month. The
wings stand erect upon the back, and vary
in the tints of yellow in different flies. The
body is long, slender, and taper towards the
tail, from the end of which spring the fork-
ed whiské,,wh’iéh turning up towards the
back, give the name of Green Drake to this
fly. The body is made of hog’s down, or
light bear’s hair, intermixed with yellow mo-
hair; or of barber’s yellow silk only, warped
" with pale flos silk, and a small strip of pea-
cock’s harl for the head: a bittern’s hackle is
ac‘khbb‘vledge'd to be the best imitation of the
legs and dark ¢ strlpes of the body, and for
the tail the long hairs of sable or fitchet are
most appropriate.

A& no natural feather approaches the re-
semblance of the wings of this fly, it is neces-.
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sary to have recourse to art for the’imitation;
which may be‘successfullsyﬁ produced by dy-
ing the spotted feathers of a wild mallard
yellow, for which purpose a variety of recipes
have been given. This fly kills extremely
well at all hours of the day, particularly. in

still water.

Recipe for staining the Mallard’s feather yellow, from
" “Walton and Cotton's Complete Angler,” Edit. 1808,

Take the root of a Barberry tree and shave

it, and put to it woody viss, with as much

alum as ‘walnut, and boil your feathers in it

with, rain water, and they will be of a very
fine yellow. '

Recipe for staining the same colour, from * Salter’s
Modern Angler,” page 61.

. Scrape a small quantity of the bark of the
Barberry tree, or bruise in a mortar the root ;
add to it a lump of alum, and one or two
~ dozen gray feathers of a mallard ; boil them-

’

[ S,
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in a pint of rain water in an earthen pitcl
about an hour, and you will find them

colour you wish.

Another from the same Treatise.

When the Barberry cannot be reac
procured, take of Turmeric one ounce, Al
half ditto, Stone Blue quarter ditto,
pounded fine; boil them with the g
thers above described, and it will |
the same colour. It may prevent a
if you frequently take out a feather and
it in clean water ; you will then observe

progress of the dye.

Another Jrom « Taylor's Angling in all its branches.”

The best dye for all yellofv materials for
artificial flies is the bark from the branches

of a Crab tree, taken in the Spring when the

. sap isup. Before you use it put any quan-

tity that you want into a vessel, just cover it’
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7

with 2 mixture of one half hard water and

the other half urine, ;éh,d let it stand twenty- -

four hours ; then, put it into a proper vessel,
with some alum according to judgment, so
that it simmer. over. a slow. fire ahont -two
. hours;; stir up all well together, and take out
“the bark; then. put in ‘your feathers and
other materials, and stir them round till the

liquor \iust_ begi'ns to boil 3 ,t,hetnt fta..k_ve, them

opnt, and instantly, throw them into some hard
~ cold water with a little alum dissolved in it,
wash them outand dry them .for use ;- you
may. make the shades, of this_colour vary by
dissolying morgor less of the bark according
to judgment, o, letting, the materials: be in
the dye a longer or shorter time. ',

Anothers 1 Lo

Gumboge dissolved in spirits of wine will

impart a fine yellow to the feathers, if they

be first boiled in strong alum water. -

K S

A . L i o b
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Wo. 28.v , %c. Blue Wloto

is one of the smallest flies worthy the An-
gler's notice ; nevertheless it must claim his
particular attention, as when the water is.
lowit is-an’ excellent killer, and when these
insects appear in large quantities the Trout -
are extremely active in devouring them, « It
is hardly possible to dress this fly upon too
small 2 hook : the body should be made of
any- very dark blue fur, or of a peewit’s top-
ping, as its appearance on the water exactly -
resembles 2 lump: of soot ; the wings may be
made of thistle down, er a bluish white hac-
kle. It isa Summer fly, but is most abundant
during the first fortnight in August, when
at about one o’clock in the day the water is
covered with them.

o, 29, Thelack Mivge

is another very mindte fly, and is dressed
with brownish black silk for the body, and a
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Be used as;a-dropper- 'when the water-is-fine,
and is taken freely aftera shower of: fath “in
theevening ‘during the Summer moriths; -
b e O ST S WIS
a0, OheGup Bk

R

generally succeeds the green drake, although
they are sometimes to be seen together in
equal quantities. Its duration is about a fort-
night; -and it ds to 'be found: loni: almost all
watebs, ' whether: large ‘or’ small, / fapid  or
otherwise. It is an excellent fly for'attracting
Iatge ! fish, -atid - may: bé used . from: three
. 0'clock in the afternoom until: dusk. JIn form
and size it resemblés the May Fry § butin
“colour it is very different. The body is to be
made of dn‘ty white osl:rlch harl or cream
coloured crewel dressed with flesh colour-
ed gk, and ribbed : with a daik grizzled
 ¢oclds hackle’;’ the’ head to be formed of
peacock's harl, in'the ‘shme: manries: ‘a5 the
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green drake ; the wings of the mottled feéthyer
of the mallard, or mallard teal, provided it
be not very, dark ; and the tail of the hair of
.sable, or fitchet’s tail. * This- fly should be
thrown directly over the fish, and so manag-
ed, if possible, that the wings may not touch
the water. '

“No. 1. The Peacock Fly

‘comes on early . in the season, and is an’ ex-.
cellent ﬂy‘ on gloomy days throughout the
year. The body is made of dark peacock
harl, and wings of starling, made to lie flat -
on the back ; a grizzled hackle for legg, tohe -
dressed with silk of mulberry colour, ’

© No.'3%. e Cimnamon Sy
has four wings, which ate large in proportion
to the Liody. . They should be dressed full,
and . made from:the pale, reddish brown

~

%
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_ feathers of a hen, ‘v‘vjhich approach the colour
of cinnamon; the body of any dark brown
fur, and a ginger hackle for legs.

The writer has had' excellent 'diversion
with this fly in'the ‘months of August and
September; in the Welch rivers; but has been
unable to meet with any description of it in
the several treatises upon Angling: which
he has from time to time perused. A repre-
sentation is given in Walton and Cotton’s

Complete Angler, p. 342, plate 13, of a fly

which in form: exactly resembles this, but is of

‘miuch larger dimensions ; neither do the ma-
" terials for composing it correspond with the
description here given as to colour, kc.

* PLATE VIIL

'Nos. -33 and 34 represent the SAND FLY;
the former with the wings raised, .in order to
shew the size of the body ; the latter to point’

4
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aut the form'in which thi¢! fly is.to be dre
artificially. "

This may be considered as one of
flies for affording. diversion which,
sibly be selected, for it may: be used
fully at all heurs of the day,. from ..
the gnd of September 5 and: is equally
ing to, Troat and Grayling. . 1., ..

. .. . o
| A B T EE ST PRSI

_‘W-hjlst on the bordess of ¥9'?k__§hjm1 :

ag well as in Gumberland and Wegtme

the snipe’s wing'and golden plover’s £
dressed: as' hackles withauit dubbed. be

the: fiivourite flies, -the writer. was ing

the recommenidation of an experitne

ler to try them. During the morning, the
weight and numher of, ﬁsh taken were nearly

equal, say from three to four pounds each. -

Not satisfied with, this, dstnqn, as the . ﬁsh

- were eagerly rising at something, the iden of:

trying the Santd fly suggested itself ;. the cont.
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sequence of which experiment was in a very
short time a pannier well filled with fine
Trout, @mohnﬁing in weight to néanly sixteen
pounds ; whilst_ the other party,  well ac-
quainted: with the river, had not canght
half the weight. . His astonishment at this
suiceess was extreme, as he said he was igno-
rant of the existence of stch a fly: indeed so
prejudiced are the generality. of the fishermen
of thesé countries ini favour of the flies made
from the snipe and plover, (which they re-
gafd as incomparable) that almost every
other description is neglected by them, .

- "The. wings are made from the sandy
coloured feather of the landrail’s wing, with a
ginger hackle for legs ; and the bright sandy
colovired fur from the haré’s néck mixed with
avery small quantity of orahgei coloured. mo-
hair for the body ; or if dressed as a-hackle, the

feathers from under .the throstle’s wing are -

aearest the colour of the 'wings.'df the fly. -
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.ﬂo 36, @be Gteat !&eh Spimut

is to.be wsed with-effect all the y

larly when the water iv clearing

and is of a:dark brewn or red o

four wings ; the two uppermostare o
eolour, those.under are transparent ar

blue shade. It may be made with a sta
feathier, and red hackle for the wings

seal’s fur.or hog's'down dyed red, and n
with: btéown mohair, for the body. Or it

be dressed. in the same manner as the::
Low Buzz, which is a fly of a simiku
cription, but rounderin form and thicker in
the body,’ somewhat resembling No. 4, in
plate 4. For this fly the copper coloured fea-
thier ‘of the peacock’s tail is used for the body ;
and the ‘inestimable: coelis hackle; whioh is
of perfect:red, having a :black stripe down
the middle, wound pretty fulliovér the body.
This, and the sanp FLY before describ-
ed, may bé considered’ STANDARD flies.
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o ;ﬁbl 6. The qpaltiﬁﬁcniug Bun

approxmates to a yellow, and is taken ex-

tremely well late in the evenlng of a calm

Summer s day The body is made of martin’ s )

yellow fur, W1th a httle mouse s fuh mlxéed
w1th 1t the ngs of the mallard’s f'eather

gmger coc’k shackle. The salhé idl"ol:ess ‘vfnll
answetl" for stalm % thxs colc:t:x; i‘as 5 I ref:énsx-a
mended for thec green dr but lt nlust not
be allowed to 1mb1be too dJeep a tmge. e
R ISP L SRR 4 brg RIERSEEY! b

AR );ll vl o Ny

.ﬁoq 3‘7.b ' "Zf)e %Iuc

L0 & 1) HPS A TR TR oS
is'a'small delicate ﬂy, arld'ané excellent bait for:
Grayling 'in the months of September and
- October: The' wings iifust be miade very
small, from the snipe’s wing ; or, asis equally
to be recommended in all small flies; of a
hackle of 2 bluish dun colour: the body of
dark moleskm, wrapped w1th brnght purple
silK, - A ’
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Po. 38. @be @a& dflg, Eoionlookzr, or Canon FFlp,

is to be fouqd in Aprll May and June, on
ash trees, oaks, wnllows, or thorns, growing
near ‘the, water Its head 18 always pomted
downwarqs, whence 1t obtams the name of
downlooker., The wmgs are short in pro-
portlon to the body, and lie ﬂat on the back.

The colours ol’ th;s fly bemg varnous and
unequally xmxed, make the 1m1tat10n dlf
ﬁcult The head of the fur from the hare s
ear ; body under the wmgs dun fur, in the
middle orange and yellow, and towards the
tail a brownish dun; the wmgs from the
feather of a yellow:sh brown hen; or it may
be; made, with a bittgra's hackls only, withe
ont, wingg. It -is an excellent fly hoth for
dibbing in the patural state. and, using
artificially. :

t '.Z

No 39 @bz Gteat madt Qut

commqnly appsars in warm glqomy weather,
from the middle of June to the latter end uf
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Augpust. ... The ANT, BLIES | are. excellent
killers fron-eleven piclock inthe forenoon,

until gixin ithe exening, and they may.be -

used in still water as well -as strieams, . Fhe:
wings of this fly are made of the lightest blue
* feather ftdm under the snipels wing, or.&6m
the tom-tit’s tdil... Sermge make them of this-i
tle’s dawn;; but:its wantiof. durability. is-a
 gieat, objection tonthe wusé of this: magerial,
unless for a fly-that retbains on the water for:
a very short time, which is not the case with
the ant fliés. * “The body of black ostrich harl
made. thxck at the tail and undcr the -butt:
of, the y\gmgﬁ,, mth a reddxgh brown hackle:

for legs“) S

P ST 1S NP PR
:‘n.f‘a il ol e iy .:;,,v.z‘ oLl
IRt lm S
“No. 40. ‘aﬁeﬂfmt eb At -
G oites e i e

resembles the precedmg u; -size and form,
appears about the same time, and is to be
ysed during the same hours of the day. The
wings are; fo:be made of a light starling’s
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feather ; body in the same mannier as describ-
ed' for: the ‘black ant, -of gold ‘coloured mo-
hair, or copper colonred peacock‘s harl, thh
a gmger hackle for legs. - :
Gt o e o )

- No. 41. represents ‘the sMaz L black ant:
both’ this and its companion of the ¢ame sizé! -

are: to ‘be made .of ‘the same <matemals as’ -

directed for ‘the large ants, but (as “exhi-
bIted) on a much smaller scale SRR

' -,Nq. 42. - ﬁpt a&uo,ﬁl 58“2 ;Elg .

" is tobe used early in May, bemg one ‘of the
flies which prepare the fish for the green and -
- gray drakes. In appearance it is extremely

delicate: the wings, which are four, lie flat
on the back, and are to be made of a dyed
feather or hdckle; the body of yellow mar-
tm’s fur, crewel or mohair. :

The description of the flies represented
in the plates beinig here concluded, it remains’

)
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only to direct the attention of the reader to
such of them as may be considered standard
flies, and of which ‘he ought first to make
trial when he visits a river wi;hwhiéh he is
not familiar. He should have two;lipes with
three flies afixed to each; for the first at-
tempt he may use the March brown, (or«
Iater in the season a reduced. fly of the same
form and materials) ;at‘the,pqint, .with a dun
‘hackle, having thebo;i}f} light or dark to suit

the day, for the first dropper’; the 'second
dropper a ,red, ha,ck'le swith, _'peaé_.ook bady.
If t.‘hese_ flies do ;not raise fish, after trying
tyo or three streams, it will be advisable to
change them, and ﬁpﬁt on the following, viz:
at the point the Sand fly, first dropper,-
grouse haakle or wren’s tail .with orange
body; second dropper, a pale yellow or
cream-coloured hackle over a bluish body, .
or.one of the ant flies, as a variety from the
preceding five. The bodies of the hackles are
to be dressed large or small in proportion to
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the water.. With some of these ~
perienced Angler wilt take abusnq

~ allthe year round; and-it'will be't

for him to change them; ‘when he
correctly have ascertained which fly is the fa-
vourite of the fish for the time being,

~No fisherman shiould commence his 'opera'-
tions in the moining without having a re-
gerve’ of -at least triplicates of kis flies ; for
he will find it extremely mortifying, should
accident 'deprive him of a particular.fly at
which the: Trout were rising freely, not to
have another of -corresponding colours and
form ‘to substitute in its place.
v QF ‘THE MOTHS,

‘ o7 ror '

. NIGET FISHING.

PR SRR

. Although the Angling bst night has a olose

affinity to Poaching; and as such is beneath
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- the notice of a gentleman, yet as in extrethe
droughts during the Summer months it may
be difficult to procure a dish of fine fish,
however urgent the necessity, “and ‘as this
method is decidedly more sportsmaiidike
‘than the use of the net; a description of ‘the
two baits most likely to succeed:is- subjoitied
for the benefit of such persons as'may chiise,
for the sake of a dish of fish, to expose theni-

selves to the heavy dew of a Summer’s night.

t
1

The wings of the WHITE MOTH are made
from the feither of a ‘white: owl; the bedy
of white ostrich. Harl, and-a white. cock’s
hackle over it. If a- gentle be added, the
sticces§ will ' be miore certain, :

The wings of the BROWN MoOTH are to
be made from the wings of the brown-owl, or
the back feathers of 'a brown “hen; the body

of dark’ bear's harr, and abrown: cock’s
‘hackleover it.. A cod-bait, as being hearer
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the colour of the body, is pfefc:ahle. to
‘tle for this fly. :

‘Both these moths are. to lbe dressed rather
larger than the green or gray dra’
may be used until the;,apprpach
The fish will be heard. to rise at )
distinctly, at which momént'the, An
strike.

Method -of preserving Gentles.

These baits having been mentioned several
times in the foregoing pages, it may be ex-
pected that some instructions should be given
as to the method of procuring and preserv-

ing them.

. Take the liver ‘of any animal, and hang it
over. a barrel half full-of dry clay, and as )
thie gentles grow large they will fall into the
" barrel and scour themselves, and will be
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always ready for uses; :oR, if-it be required

,tg,keepthem.-élli the year, precure:sbme. dead
animal whicli is fly blown.and when the gen-
. tles begin .to be alive and stir, bury the car-
case and them together in soft moist earth
frée from frost;  these gentles may be dug
out/asithey a're’ited ‘and will be fit for use
auntil’ March, 'at -which. time they w'lll turn
to flieg. ! T

i Vo el oo TnoLoand

" or

‘@ROUND FISHING FOR TROUT
wisT e i O WITH A RUNNING ‘LINE_.‘Et‘-\’fX;!.‘:"

+'VWWhen the rivers are thick and discoloured
:80- @8 to’ prevent; the use of the fly, good
'I‘nout are.to be taken with a running line
-without float, so leaded ‘that ‘it shall ‘just
touch the ground without. resisting the force
of the stream: the lead should be fixed

L

"
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about eight! inches from the: hook; and may
corisist.of twe or more shot; iil. size according
to the strength of the current.. The best baits
are woll scoured: lob or!dew wouhé; or a
.éouplé iof brandlings;. .and «the: edges of
streams are the ‘most likély:for sport.. The
line shoudd be s held as to admit the percep-
tion of the slightest impediment ;! for' whe it
stops the Angler should strike, as he will ge-

_nerally find the cause of the hindrance to have

proceeded from the biting of a fish.

- This dlversmn is so mferlor fo that wh;ch
fly fishing aﬁ"ords, that few who have the
opportunity of making choice ‘will hesitate
in their preference of the latter; but when
fishermen; make  distant ‘excursions:’ from

home for the express purpose of indulging
their inclination for the' amusement of Ang-

-,lin'g,'; they qught to be erabled to avail them-
sglves of eyery fair metliod which may yxeld
‘them sport. S
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TROLLING, -

 MINNOW FISHING,

‘Next to the use of the artificial fly this.is
the most 3port;man-like and successful me-
~ thod of killing Trout. Those minnows are
to be chosen which are of middle size, ﬁﬁd’ .
brightest under the belly: where they are to
be found in shoals, as in the case in most
Trout streams, the landing net, if made of
large dimensions, as recommended under the
list of necessaries, will with very little trouble
supply an ample stock of bait. ol

The best way of baiting the minnow is to
draw the large hook first through both lips,
sothat they be nottorn, and then insert it 4t
- the mouth and pass it down the body, until



~ this object.

148

the poiht protrudes below the ventral fin ;
the two small hooks must then be fastened
through the back of the head, so that they
may stand upright with the points towards
the head. Some use three small hooks for
this purpos\e; but as the fish take this bait

:greedily., two in addition to the body, or

lar'ge hook, are sufficient. The chief con-
sideration is the spinning of the minnow, .
which cannot turn too quickly ; a couple of

doyble box swivels will greatly facilitate

\

- The great advantage of minnow fishing is,
that it may be most successfully practised at
those periods when the water is unfit for the
ube of the fly, as the strongest streams are
best for this purpose, when the wateris clear-
ing’ after a flood, or is thickened or dis-

coloured from any other cause. -

* The line must be.thrown across the stream,

and:-the bait 'kept in continual motion by
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spinning it towards, thie. Angler. The dction
in.striking must be.perpendicular, or there:

will be a risque: of the bait being ﬂrawu:- from.

the mouth. of the fish;; the rod must be then
kept upright; and the fish played in the'same
manher as before described. Nobb’s trea-
tise :on, this . subject, lately reprinted and
attached : to Best’s Art of Angling, will fur-
nish the minnow fisher with every informa-

tion which may be requisite.

Having thus treated of all the modes of

Angling in rivers which afford exercise as

well as amusement, the compiler leaves to

other hands the task of shewing the use of
J night lines, salmon roe, spears,. and nets,
all of which are beneath the notice of the fair
Angler and trgé sp,ortsman “He cannot but
regret the mcaiCulabIe mjury whlch rivers
sustain from.,these emplemeﬂts th;s can only
be prevented by gentlemen' possessed of

_ manorial rights giving encouragement to the

£
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Juir Angler, who will iave frequent oppor--

tunities; and will ;gladly, do his utmost, . pub-

licly . to’ expose such.persons. as. may unlaw~ .

fully trespass upon theirsrights. . The use of
a .coracle in Angling :by lstrangers.’;oughti

always to.excite suspicion;; for it rarely hap-

~ pens thaf it is not made. the vehicle of nets,

nightlines, or spears-,fwhich ‘the occupier has:

the most favourable opportunities of using to

advantage. S psi
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