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Right Hon. Lord Viſcount

BARRINGTON,

His MAJESTY's Secretary at War, &c.

My Lord,

AVING been fo much perfuaded, by

fome refpectable Officers in his Majesty's

Service, to get printed a new Edition of the

late CAPTAIN CUTHBERTSON'S Treatife on

the Management and Oeconomy of a Battalion

of Infantry, we have chearfully engaged our-

ſelves therein, with a view of preferving fo

valuable a Work from that oblivion to which

it ſeemed to be haftening : hoping, that by fo

doing, we ſhall render effential fervice to the

magnanimous Army of this Realm, by laying

down a Syſtem for the good Order and Difci-

pline of the Regiments which compofe it.

When we confidered the important Office

which your Lorſhip holds in the War- depart-

ment ; as well as the particular honour you

have done the former Edition of this Work,

byfubfcribing thereto, we could not be at a

lofs in knowing whom we ought to dedicate it

to.Were we difpofed to panegyrize your

Lordship, in this Dedication, we may inform

a 2 the
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the world of your complete Skill in the mili-

tary Science ; of the Dignity with which you

have long filled a weighty Office over the Ar-

my ; and we may offer other Species of praiſe

equally true ; but it would ill become us to

inform the world of theſe things which are al-

ready fo well known, and which would fuffer

much by our plain imperfect repreſentation of

them. For this reafon, and that nothing

which we ſay may be conftrued, by the cenfo-

rious, into Adulation, we fhall content our-

ſelves by expreffing one fimple Truth, that of

affuring your Lordship, -that we are,

With true Refpect,

"

Your LORDSHIP's

moſt humble Servants,

The EDITORS.
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THE

PREFACE.

T

HE Reputation a Battalion acquires byfupporting

a ftrict Difcipline, and the Satisfaction with which

the Service is conducted, when once a regular me-

thod is eftablished, for performing even the most minute

Parts of it, fhould be an inducement for Officers to ex-

ert themfelves in their feveral Degrees of Rank, fince in

every Piece of Applaufe, to which a Regiment can lay

claim, a confiderable fhare of Merit devolves to them;

as it will always be allowed (and with great Justice)

that its good appearance is entirely derived from their

remarkable Attention .

The firft ftep neceffary for the Establishment of Re-

gularity and Oeconomy in a Battalion , is undoubtedly the

moft exact Subordination and Obedience throughout the

whole; yetin the enforcing thefe, a high degree ofJudg-

ment, Coolness and Affability is abfolutely requifite, from

the Superior to the other Officers , elfe that Harmony,

with which every Individual fhould engage moft chear-

fully in the Work, can never be obtained ; and without it,

Experience daily proves, Perfection cannot eafily be efta-

blifhed in a British Corps.

The good Opinion of the Officers being once gained,

in Favour oftheir Commander, nothing remains to infure

Succefs, as he, like afond Parent, contrives , and recom-

mends to their attention, fuch Schemes, as may conduce to

the honour of the Family, (in which light, every good

Corps fhould abfolutely confider itself) and they like obe-

dient Children, fenfible of his Experience and Judgment,

and anxious to oblige, exert themfelves in forming Non-

commiffion-
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commiffion-officers to his mind, and reducing the Private

Men, in all Refpects, to whatever Regulations he has

formedfor their Conduct.

Whenever Negligence or want of Order appears in a

Regiment, on examining the Caufe, it certainly will be

found that the Perfon in the chiefDirection has not Ca-

pacity or Steadiness enough to adopt a certain Rule for

Interior Management ; or if he has, that he attempts to

enforce that Rule by the most fevere Aufterity, without

the leaft Endeavour to foften the Appearance of itsbeing

fo, by occafionally throwing in gentle perfuafive Argu-

ments, by which alone, Gentlemen ( particularly thofe of

British Conftitution) are to begoverned.

*

It was not the rigid Soldier altogether, that convinced

the Corps, which a late ever to be honoured Brigadier

commanded, ofthe Practicability oftheir beingin aafhort

Time equal, if not fuperior, to the highest finished

Troops in Europe ; the accomplished Gentleman had an

extraordinary fhare in that event : He first pointed out

to his Countrymen, to what perfection and exactnefs an

English Soldier might be brought : and though every

Commander of a Battalion cannot flatter himself with

the happy Succefs, which attended him in that particular,

yet it is furely an object worthy the endeavours of every

man, entrusted with fo honourable a Command, to pur-

fue all methods, which may, in the fmalleft Degree,

tend to the imitation of a Plan defigned byfo able and

refpectable an Officer.

* Brigadier JAMES WOLFE.

A
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SYSTEM

FOR THE

Complete Interior Mnagement and Oeconomy

of a BATTALION of INFANTRY.

CHA P. I.

Of the Choice of Enfigns, and recommendation of other

Officers to Preferment.

(ART. I.

N certain circumftances, a commanding-officer has

of Officers in his Corps ; particular connections, in a

conftitution like that of England, muft ever be fub-

mitted to , and when, by thefe means, aman is forced

upon a Regiment, there is fcarcely an immediate re-

drefs, let his qualifications be ever fo improper for

the military profeffion ; but as the majority of En-

figns through the Army are appointed by purchaſe,

a commanding-officer, in that cafe, muſt be ſuppoſed

to have the intire nomination of them, and when it

fo happens, he is certainly unpardonable , if he does

not chufe fuch only, as are unexceptionable in every

refpect ; becauſe it is from theſe young plants, he is

to form the future profpect of the goodneſs of his

Corps ; and it is by that alone, he can hope to guard

againſt the miſchief to be apprehended, from the in-

trufionA
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trufion of intereft, too often exerted in favour of

very improper perſons.

II.

Gentlemen, who have been educated in principles,

which are a credit to their friends, fhould, without

doubt, be the only ones choſen for fo honourable a

Profeffion, as it muſt be fuppofed, that they will in

general, endeavour to ſupport the dignity and cha-

racter of a Soldier, which is of fo refined a compofi-

tion , that the fmalleft ftain is never to be erazed,

with greater ftrictnefs and feverity, than he, whofe

ideas of Honour are confined to very narrow limits ,

from wrong impreffions imbibed in the early part of

life, and a total neglect of education .

III.

A good figure (at leaft a genteel one) is a circum-

ftance to be alfo confidered in the young gentleman,

who offers himfelf for a pair of Colours, as it muſt

be allowed, that a well-looking Corps of Officers are

as ftriking to the eye, as a fine body of private men,

which every commanding-officer, with great expence

and trouble, eagerly attempts ; and as confiftency

fhould be the rule of all his actions, an awkward,

unfeemly figure fhould never, with his confent, be

incorporated as an Officer in the Regiment.

IV.

From fixteen to nineteen , is the beft age for en-

tering on the military profeffion, lads being then, in

general , ftrong enough to bear any fort of fatigue,

and may by that time be ſuppoſed to have acquired

fome branches of polite and ufeful knowledge, par-

ticularly French, Drawing and Fortification , in all

of which, every young gentleman intended for the

Army, fhould be tolerably perfect ; befides, at that

age, they are more tractable in fubmitting to the du-

ties of their profeffion, than men advanced in years,

who by relying too much on their own judgment and

abilities, are often unwilling to receive inftructions

on that head.

V. Young
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V.

Young men of pleaſure, who have been entirely

bred up amidst the corruption and vices of a Metro-

polis, are very feldom to be reduced to that applica-

tion and attention, which are requifite for forming

good Officers ; therefore a Commander will do infi-

nite ſervice to his Corps, and moſt particularly con-

fult his own cafe, by avoiding perfons of fuch an

education: doubtlefs, there have been many in-

ftances, of men from this clafs making excellent Of

ficers, yet as the contrary fo often happens, they are

not to be defired .

VI.

un-

A commanding-officer, who wishes to fee his Re-

giment flouriſh, and act upon principles, which muſt

eſtabliſh a character in the opinion of the World,

fhould not from any motive recommend an Officer

to preferment, becauſe he is fenior of his Rank,

lefs his conduct and application to his duty has been

fuch, as may entitle him to notice ; the next Officer,

perhaps, has greater merit, and if it is obvious, that,

on that account alone, a preference is given to him,

it may eaſily be conceived, to what a height the emu-

lation of that Corps will foon be raiſed ; and how

muft that fenior Officer (if capable of the fmalleit

reflection) be ſtung, by fuch a diftinguifhed mark of

difapprobation, from the father of the Regiment ;

will he not roufe from that inactivity, which expofed

him to this cenfure, and endeavour to regain the

good opinion of his fellow-foldiers ? if not, his cafe

is deſperate, and the only remedy is to quit the Ser-

vice, for which he is by no means qualified .

СНАР. II.

Of the Qualificatious neceffary in a Serjeant- Major.

THE

ART. I.

HE choice of a Serjeant-major must never be

influenced by any other confideration, than

A 2 that
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that of real merit ; befides his being a complete Ser-

jeant in every reſpect , he ought to be fenfible, fedate ,

and have a good addrefs : in particular , he muſt be

above conniving at the leaſt irregularities committed

by the Non-commiffion-officers or Soldiers, from

whom he is to expect implicit obedience, and with

whom he is to obferve a becoming diftance ; he

fhould be a perfect maſter of every branch in the in-

terior management and diſcipline of a Regiment ; be

expert at calculations, keeping Rofters, and forming

Details ; in his temper he muſt have a certain degree

of coolneſs, to give inſtructions in the Exerciſe, and

to bear with patience the ftupidity of Recruits , and

often of the older Soldiers ; at the fame time, that

he poffeffes a neceffary fmartneſs, to enforce, when

requifite, a ftrict attention to his directions : and as

he has frequent opportunities of cloſely attending

to the morals and behaviour of the Serjeants and

Corporals, he ſhould be quick in difcovering their

faults; and as ready in communicating them to the

Adjutant, whofe authority he muſt on every occa-

fion to promote.

II.

As fo much depends upon the cleverneſs and acti-

vity of this public Officer, it will be found of confe-

quence to confider his merit at leifure ; for which

purpoſe, whoever is defigned for Serjeant-major,

fhould be appointed to act in that employment, at

leaft fix months before he is abfolutely confirmed in

it ; in which time, if he has any imperfections, they

muſt be confpicuous to all the Officers.

III.

To make the confequence of the Serjeant-major

the greater among the non-commiffion-officers, and

that the Soldiers may be taught to look on him, in a

higher light of refpect, the Officers fhould on occa-

fions treat him with the utmoft civility, and rather

complaifance, elſe it will be difficult for him to fup-

port his authority, let him be ever fo well inclined to

do ſo. IV. And
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IV.

-And as he is uſually diftinguifhed by a fuperior

kind of drefs, above the other Serjeants fo ought he

in the Quarters allotted for him, which ſhould always,

if poffible, be diſtinct and apart, even from thoſe of

the non-commiffion-officers, but much more fo, from

thoſe of the private-men : in cafes of neceffity, the

Quarter-mafter-ferjeant only fhould be allowed to

inhabit the room or tent he does, as being an inferior

ſtaff- officer, and having, as well as the Serjeant-ma-

jor, buſineſs of confequence to tranfact in the wri-

ting-way, in which they may be of affiftance to each

other.

CHA P. III.

Ofthe Qualifications neceffary in Serjeants and Corporals,

with fome Rules relative to their Conduct.

ART. I.

GOOD Serjeants and Corporals being fo very
effential for the fupport of difcipline and order

in a Regiment, their merit muſt be well confidered,

and their qualifications impartially examined, before

they are preferred to ſuch a truſt ; honeſty, fobriety,

and a remarkable attention to every point of duty ,

with a neatneſs in their drefs, and a quicknefs in their

underſtanding, above the common run of Soldiers,

fhould only recommend them ; an expertnefs in per-

forming every part of the Exerciſe, and an ability

to teach it, are abfolutely neceffary ; nor can that

Serjeant or Corporal be called thoroughly qualified,

who does not read and write in a tolerable manner.

II.

Size, and a remarkable fine figure , are recom-

mendations, to which a preference may be given in

the choice of non-commiffion-officers, when other

qualifications are quite equal, but fhould never be a

principal
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principal confideration in their appointment, if it is

defired, that the Soldiers in a Company may act with

fpirit, in the performance of their duty ; fuch parti-

ality to a perfection, for which the poffeffor can claim

no real merit, muſt ſoon deſtroy all fort of military

emulation.

III.

Young Soldiers of a ſhort ſtanding in a Regiment,

fhould not be too foon preferred to the rank of non-

commiffion-officers, unleſs moft remarkably qualified

for it, as fuch a ſpeedy promotion often puffs up, and

ſpoils many, who, by continuing a very few years

longer as private, might have made a figure ; befides,

it difgufts the deferving Veteran, who with reluctance

fubmits to confider them as his fuperiors; nor need

thoſe young men paſs unnoticed, Officers having

methods of fhewing an approbation of their

conduct, until they think them of fufficient weight

and experience, to fupport their confequence in a

higher ftation.

IV.

The Officer commanding the Company, in which

the vacancy happens for a non- commiffion-officer,

and the Adjutant, being moft immediately acquainted

with the character and good qualities of the men,

their joint recommendation of one, they imagine

is fit for a Serjeant or Corporal, fhould always bear

great influence with a Field-officer; however, that he

alfo may be convinced of the abilities of the perfon

recommended, it will be neceffary to give him three

months trial, to do the duty, during which, if he

approves himſelf as was expected , his promotion

muft doubtless be confirmed ; but fhould he, in that

time, diſcover any imperfections , or forfeit the good

opinion his Officers had entertained of him , another

must be fought for through the Regiment, but none

confirmed, that does not ftand three months pro-

bation.

V. The
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V.

The Officers commanding Companies muft en-

deavour to diſtinguiſh, and encourage the men, who

appear to have the beft capacities, and are moft dili-

gent and obedient on all occafions, that the Regi-

ment may be thereby the more readily fupplied with

able non-commiffion-officers : and it fhould be the

care of every Officer, who is detached (if he wishes

to promote the honour of his Regiment) to take par-

ticular notice of thoſe men, who are moſt active and

vigilant in the performance of their Duty, and beſt

acquainted with all the branches of it, that, on his re-

turn, he may report them to the commanding-officer,

who of courfe will take the earlieft opportunity of

rewarding their merit.

VI.

When a Serjeant is on a duty, which will require

his abfence for any time, or in cafe of fickneſs, the

Officer commanding the Company he belongs to,

fhould appoint the moſt alert and deferving of the

Corporals, to act as Serjeant, which will be a method

of informingthe eldeſt (if he is not the one appoint-

ed) that he muft fhew a greater fpirit for doing well,

if he expects a recommendation for preferment; alfo,

when a Corporal is abfent, fick, or acting as lance

Serjeant, a private man, with proper qualifications,

fhould be named to act as Corporal, and from his

behaviour in that capacity ; an Officer may form a

judgment, if he is deferving of future notice.

VII.

The utmoſt civility is required from the Officers

to the non-commiffion ones, particularly in prefence

of the men, before whom, they fhould never be

rudely reprimanded, for any omiffion or neglect of

duty: an obfervance of this rule will confiderably

eftabliſh their confequence, and encourage that high

opinion and reſpect, every Soldier muſt be taught to

conceive for his Serjeant and Corporal .

VIII.
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VIII.

Non-commiffion-officers must infift on the ſtrictest

obedience from the men, which they will readily ef-

fect, by never conniving at their faults, or fecreting

them from the Officers , by keeping them at a be-

coming diſtance, avoiding all kind of familiarity,

and on no pretence prefuming to drink in company

with them and that they may be the better enabled

to obſerve a proper decorum in their behaviour to

the Soldiers, they fhould not be allowed to quarter

or meſs with them, but ought to live entirely toge-

ther, contiguous to the quarters of their reſpective

Companies.

IX .

Whennegligence, remiffneſs and ignorance appear

in the non-commiffion -officers, and that they, fo far

from maintaining a neceffary degree offubordination

and obedience, in the abſence of their Officers, do

connive at many irregularities among the Soldiers ;

and that when the Companies are under arms, they

are incapable of giving the fmalleft affiftance to the

Officers, by telling them off, for the ordinary parts

of Exercife ; and that they overlook many un-foldier-

like practices on Guard, or other duties, by way of

keeping in favour with the men, no time is to be loft,

in reducing fuch improper perfons, and appointing

thoſe in their room, who will acquit themfelves with

diligence and ſpirit : a Serjeant or Corporal, who

does not, at all feafons, exert himſelf, in order to

promote the good appearance and difcipline of his

Company, is unworthy of command.

X.

From the common people (the Engliſh in particu-

lar) employing their children very early, in works of

labour, their education becomes totally neglected,

and asthe Soldiery is in general from that clafs , many

of them (though otherwife properly qualified for non-

commiffion-officers ) can neither read or write, which

being abfolutely neceffary for thoſe employed as fuch,

it
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it would be of infinite improvement, if (as is the cafe,

in the Corps of Scotch Hollanders) every Regiment

was to eſtabliſh a ſchool, under the management of

fome old Soldier qualified for fuch an undertaking,

and to be ſupported by voluntary contributions from

the Officers; by which means, not only the Soldiers,

who were defirous of improvement, might be taught

to read and write, but alſo the children of the Regi-

ment ; which inftitution, befides the advantage it

muſt always be, to have a number of men ſo far well

qualified for non-commiffion-officers, would likewiſe

be a real charity, by educating children, who from

the poverty of their parents, muft ever remain in a

ftate of ignorance.

CHA P. IV.

Of the Qualifications neceffary in a Drum and Fife-

Major, and the Appointment of Drummers and

Fifers.

A

ART. I.

Drum-major, befides an executing hand him-

felfupon the Drum, muſt alſo have the method

ofgiving inftructions in a cool and intelligent manner,

adapted to the early age of thoſe he is to teach :

activity, fobriety and cleanlinefs fhould be principal

recommendations to that employment: his behaviour

muſt be an example to the Drummers, with whom

he is to keep a diftance requifite to enforce obedi-

ence ; for which purpofe, he is by no means to keep

them company, but muft affociate with the non-com-.

miffion-officers, who fhould be permitted to counte-

nance him, from the moment of his appointment, as

he then becomes an Officer of confequence, and not

to be looked on altogether in the light of a Drummer.

II.

A remarkable degree of honefty is alfo neceffary

in his character, as he is ufually employed, in carry-

B ing
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ing the Officers letters to, and taking them from the

poft , by which the conftant fucceffion of money, that

unavoidably paffes through his hands, will put this

virtue often to the tryal : his exactnefs in putting in

and receiving the letters, and afterwards fpeedily dif-

tributing them to the Officers, muft be very parti-

cular ; and if, in all theſe matters, he difcharges his

truft with becoming integrity, they will find their

account in rewarding him with fome kind of an

* allowance .

III.

It ſhould never be objected to a Drum-mojor, that

he is too great a coxcomb : fuch an appearance is

rather to be encouraged, provided it does not exceed

the bounds of proper refpect to his fuperiors : his

drefs and appointments fhould all tend to promote

that character, as it is abfolutely neceffary for him to

ftrut, and think himſelf a man of confequence, when

marching at the head of his Drummers.

IV.

A Drum-major is to be anfwerable for the dreſs

and good appearance of the Drummers, at all times ,

and that their Drums and other appointments are con-

ftantly in the beſt condition : he is by no means to

pafs by, or connive at any neglects or irregularities

committed by them, but muft report every thing of

this fort immediately to the Adjutant : he is to be con-

ftant in his daily attendance, and inftructions to the

young Drummers, and fhould frequently take out

the old ones, that they may be always perfect in their

Beatings : on theſe occafions, and every other, his

authority among them muſt be abſolute .

V.

A Fife-major muſt be maſter of all the qualifica-

tions required in a Drum-major, and is to conduc

himſelf, in all refpects, towards the Fifers, as the other

does

* Some Regiments give the Drum-major a penny for every letter he

delivers from the poft and others fome yearlygratuity from each Officer.
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does to the Drummers, as he has entire command

over them, and is anſwerable for their drefs, conduct

and improvement: he muſt have an approved ear and

tafte for mufic, and a good method of inftructing his

pupils, with temper and coolness, elfe he is very un-

fit for fuch an employment : it requires great pains,

time and fome expence, to form a compleat Fife-ma-

jor, but nothing is to appear difficult to a regiment,

which means to make a figure.

VI.

As nothing but conftant practice will ever form an

excellent fet of fifers, the Fife-major muft infiſt on

their playing every day, a certain time, when the

duty of the regiment will allow it : he fhould endea-

vour to find out the moft-admired tunes and pieces of

mufic fuited to the fife ; be diligent in perfecting him-

ſelf in them ; and afterwards in teaching them to the

boys it depends on him to take charge ofthe books

and inftruments ; to keepthem in his poffeffion , when

not in ufe ; and to be watchful, that they are not

poiled or broke.

VII.

A Drum and Fife-major fhould not be too haftily

appointed ; time muſt be taken to confider their me-

rit; and how far they are qualified for thofe employ-

ments; it will therefore be of uſe, to limit them alfo

to fix months trial in the duty, before they are totally

confirmed by the commanding-officer.

VIII.

In order to give the greater weight to the confe-

quence ofthe Drum and Fife-major, the officers fhould

be careful not to ſpeak harfhly to them before thofe

whom they particularly command, as boys might be

very apt to form a mean opinion of their authority,

were they to fee them treated with difgrace in public:

if their conduct is deferving of more than private ad-

monition, they are not fit to be continued in fuch re-

fpectable offices ,

IX . A
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IX.

A handſome ſet of Drummers, who perform their

beatings well, being one ofthe ornaments in the fhew

of a battalion, care muft be taken to inlift none, but

fuch as promiſe a genteel figure when arrived at ma-

turity ; and as few, when paft fourteen years
of age,

attain to any great perfection on the Drum ; active,

ingenious lads, with fupple joints, and under that age,

fhould be only chofen: ofthis fort, the foldiers' chil-

dren in moſt regiments can afford a fufficient fupply ;

and if ſo, a preference is undoubtedly to be given to

them, for the fake of ſerving the father, (if he deſerves

it) and becauſe fuch boys, from being bred in the re-

giment from their infancy, have a natural affection and

attachment to it, and are feldom induced to deſert,

having no other place to take ſhelter at.

X.

Boys much under fourteen, unleſs they are re-

markably ftout, are rather an incumbrance to a regi-

ment (eſpecially on fervice) as they are in general

unable to bear fatigue , or even carry their Drums on

a march, which are ſeldom, onthat account, in good

repair, from the many accidents they are liable to on

the baggage carriages.

XI.

la-

The fineſt children that can be had fhould always

be chofen for Fifers ; and as their duty is not very

borious, it matters not how young they are taken,

when ſtrong enough to fill the Fife, without endanger-

ing their conftitutions: if proper boys can be ſelected

in the regiment, it will anſwer beft , otherwiſe pains

muſt be taken to fearch the country for them : the

advantage of being fo particular in this point, will be

very ftriking, when theſe lads advance in years, as it

is probable that , in them, a regiment is rearing fo

many fine recruits ; and from this little nurſery, if

proper

* The regiments on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment can always furniſh them-

felves with handfome Drummers and Fifers, from the Hibernian School,

eſtabliſhed in Dublin, for the fupport of Soldiers orphans and children ,
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proper attention is fhewn to their morals and educa-

tion, there is the greateſt reafon to hope, that fome

excellent non-commiffion officers mayone dayor other

be produced ; as men raiſed from fuch a ftock muft

have an extraordinary turn for the fervice, having ne-

ver from their infancy been accuftomed to form con-

nections, which could divert them from it.

XII.

Unleſs the fize of a battalion is remarkably tall ; a

fet of Drummers and Fifers exceeding five feet feven

inches , is rather a difadvantage to its appearance, there-

fore whentheygrow beyond that height, andare ſtrong

in proportion to it, the moft advifable method is turn-

ing them into the ranks ; to be prepared for which,

they ſhould, on firft entering the regiment, be engag-

ed for foldiers, in order at once to obviate their re-

fufal, to ferve in whatever capacity the commanding-

officer may think proper : when, from the above mo-

tive, they are appointed to carry arms, the levy-mo-

ney uſually given to a Soldier on his enlifting, fhould

be made up to them, as they rarely get more than a

fhilling to bind them to the Service, whilft in the cha-

racter of Drummers or Fifers.

XIII.

Duringthe time that a Drummer or Fifer is train-

ing to his duty, and until he is able to perform it in a

tolerable manner, he fhould receive no more than

private pay, both for a fpur for encreafing his atten-

tion, to be perfect in his bufinefs ; and to furniſh a

fund, from which, the Drum or Fife -major may

paid half a guinea, for inftructing him : if any

thing afterwards remains fromthe difference of pay,

it fhould be appropriated for fhirts and ſhoes, againſt

the boy is qualified to do his duty.

be

CHA P.

* Onthe Iriſh eſtabliſhment, where the Fifers are only mustered as

private, their pay of courfe can be no more ; the Fife-major, therefore,

muftbe paid his inftructing fee, by the Regiment.
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CHA P. V.

Of forming Companies into Squads of infpettion, under

the care and management ofthe Non-commiffion-Offi-

cers, and the general uſe ofit.

TH

ART. I.

HE ufe of forming Companies into as many

Squads of infpection, as it has Serjeants and

Corporals, is proved by thofe regiments, who have

practiſed that method, and will appear in a very ad-

vantageous light, on many occafions ; as by it the ir-

regularity of the foldiers is confiderably reftrained,

their dreſs improved, and the Diſcipline ofthe regi-

ment, in general, moſt remarkably forwarded.

II.

In forming Squads, an equal proportion must be

given to each of fober, good men, and thoſe of a

contrary turn, that the firſt may be an example to

the others ; and that the Serjeants and Corporals, by

having only an equal weight of trouble, and but a

few Menunder their particular infpection, may exert

their care the more, in reducing them to proper Re-

gulations befides, as every Serjeant and Corporal

fhould be made anſwerable for the Behaviour and

Drefs of the Soldiers, in his Squad (if proceeding

from the ſmalleſt inattention on his part) of courſe,

the Officers can have all Neglects and Irregularities

accounted for much fooner, by knowing on whom at

once to fix the blame, than ifthe Men were indifcri-

minately under the care of all the Non-commiffion-

officers in the Company.

III.

It muſt bethe ſtudy of a Non-commiffion Officer,

to inform himſelf of the different difpofitions of the

Men in his Squad, that he may the better know, in

what manner to treat them, as all tempers are not to

be managed by the fame methods.

IV. Every
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IV.

Every Officer fhould have a roll of his Company,

by Squads, that whenever he fees any thing wrong in

the appearance, or conduct of the Men, he maythe

more readily know, to which of the Serjeants or

Corporals he is to apply, for its being ſo,

V.

If a Serjeant or Corporal is on a duty, which may

detain him from the infpection of his Squad, a day

or two only, the one fenior to him of the fame rank

fhould take charge of it, in the fame manner as his

own ; but when the abfent one is fenior to the whole,

the junior of the fame rank is to be employed : and

if a Serjeant, or Corporal is engaged in the Recrut-

ing-fervice, or on any duty which may require his

abfence for fome time, or in cafe of fickneſs, the

private Man who is appointed to act as Lance-Cor-

poral, muſt have the inſpection and care of his Squad,

with all the power and authority over it, as if he was

a full one.

VI.

Although the Drum-major is anfwerable for the

Drefs and Behaviour of the Drummers, and the Fife-

major for that of the Fifers, yet they ſhould be ap-

pointed to Squads in their refpective Companies, on

account of meffing, quartering, and having their ne- ,

ceffaries infpected, as a Non-commiffion-officer must

attend to them in thoſe particulars only.

CHA P. VI.

Of Squaring the Companies of a Regiment, and always

keepingthem on an Equality, in Size and Looks.

As

ART. I.

S the Grenadier Company is to be conftantly

kept compleat, from the beft and talleſt Men in

the Regiment, whenever the Captain of it wants a

Man

;
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Man to compleat, or improve it, he fhould fix on

one in the Battalion Companies, and then apply to

the Commanding-Officer, who, if he approves ofthe

Man fixed on by the Captain, will of courfe order

him to the Grenadiers, and if only an exchange was

defired, will direct the worst looking Man of the

Grenadiers to be transferred to the Battalion .

II.

That none of the Battalion Companies may in par-

ticular fuffer, by giving away their beſt Men tothe

Grenadiers, and in their room, receiving thoſe of a

more indifferent figure, it will be neceffary to efta-

blfh a * Rofter, for furniſhing them by turns, begin-

ning with the eldeft Company, and fo down to the

youngest, by which means, it will not fignify from

which of them the choice is made, as the Captain,

from whofe Company the Grenadier is taken, has by

this method, a right ( if it is not his turn to furniſh one)

to demand the beft man from that Company, whofe

turn it appears to be on the Rofter : in this cafe , the

Man transferred from the Grenadiers muſt join that

Company ; or if the demand for a Grenadier was to

compleat, the vacancy fhould remain in the Company,

whoſe turn it was to give one.

III.

Recruits are improper for the Grenadiers, as that

Company ſhould always appear at Exercife , as com-

pleat as poffible, and have fuch Men only in it, as are

perfect maſters of their buſineſs : it will alfo be ne-

ceffary, duringthe low eſtabliſhment in time of Peace,

for each Battalion-Company occafionally to ſtrengthen

the Grenadiers , at Exercife, with an additional Man,

who must be of a proper fize and figure, and in every

reſpect cloathed and appointed like a Grenadier.

IV.

It is a miſtaken notion, that fize alone is a qualifi-

cation for a Grenadier; ifa full face, broad fhoulders,

* See No. I. ofthe Appendix.

and
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and well proportioned legs do not accompany it, his

figure does no great credit to the judgement ofwho-

ever choſe him, as experience proves that Grenadier-

Company, which covers moft ground when under

Arms, to be much fuperior in point of Marching,

and every fort of fatigue, to one, which only boafts

of Size.

V.

When Recruits are to be appointed to the Compa-

nies, they ſhould be drawn up in three Ranks, ac-

cording to their fize and figure , in prefence of a

Field-officer, and an Officer of a Company ; the

Files must then be numbered on the front Rank,

1, 2 , 3, &c. and tickets, with the fame numbers,

put into a hat ; the weakest Company is firft to draw

a File, which, if it wants, it keeps ; but if only one

ortwo men, the names of that File are to be put

into another hat, for the Officer to draw his compli-

ment and in this manner, the other Companies

fhould proceed, until they are all of an equal ftrength;

after which, the remaining Files are to be again com-

pleated, and well fized, and the names of the front

Rank only put into a hat, and drawn out one by one,

in turns, beginning with the eldeſt Company, and fo

on as many rounds, as the number of front Rank-

men will allow, for every Company to get an equal

proportion ; the rear Rank-men are nextto be drawn

in the fame order, and laſtly, thofe of the center

Rank : if any odd men remain after this impartial di-

ftribution, they must be drawn for promifcuouſly,

and blanks are to be thrown into the hat with them,

in cafe there fhould not be enough to go round all

the Companies.

VI.

If brothers come together, as Recruits, and are

not drawnto the fame Company, it would however

be cruel to ſeparate them, therefore the Companies

which get them, fhould draw lots for all, and that

which wins, muft give the other a Draft of all the

C Recruits
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Recruits it got that day, from the fame Rank the

brother flood in : likewife if a Recruit has a brother

in the Regiment before him, and is not drawn to the

fame Company, yet they ſhould not be feparated , but

the Company, which draws him, ought to refign him

to thatwhich had the firft one, upon getting a Draft, as

before mentioned : or if that Company did not on

that day draw a man of the fame fize, a Draft fhould

be given of three Soldiers of one year's ftanding in

the Regiment, and of equal appearance with the

Recruit.

VII.

It will alſo be found of great advantage, to fix Re-

cruits, even of a more diftant connection than bro-

thers , to the fame Company, as nothing binds them

more ſtrongly to the Service, than having their friends

and relations about them, employed in the fame

purſuits.

VIII.

It is highly improper and unfair, for a Field-

Officer (as is fometimes the cafe ) to attempt making

his Company fuperior to the others, by choofing out

the beſt Recruits , without a Draft ; fuch a proceed-

ing being foon viſible , and deftroying that equality

of fize and looks between the Companies, which

alone can make a Battalion appear to advantage,

when formed together, and which it is his peculiar

buſineſs to ſupport, by the moſt impartial methods.

IX.

After a Review, when Invalids and others are ge-

nerally diſcharged, and likewife, on furniſhing Drafts

to other Corps, or by Action, it often happens, that

the number of men difcharged, drafted, or killed,

are more from one Battalion Company, than another,

and as it is proper, that the whole of them ſhould be

afterwards ofthe fame ftrength, whenever fuch events

produce an equality, the Companies ought to be im-

mediately fquared, by obliging the ftrong ones, after

referving to themſelves half the beft men of each

Rank,
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Rank, as they ufually fize, to give up the remainder,

to have as many drawn from them, as come to their

proportion to furniſh to the weak Companies, who,

as foon as the number of men to be transferred are

fixed on, by this method, fhould draw for them in

the fame manner, as recommended for Recruits in

the Vth Article.

X.

When a Serjeant or Corporal is appointed from

another Company, it is but juft, that the Captain of

the Company, from which he is taken, fhould have

a right to chufe from the other any man he pleaſes

to replace him, as it muſt be fuppofed, the merit of

the Corporal or private Man was extraordinary, to

entitle him to preferment in another Company.

XI.

If an Officer has an inclination to take a Servant,

or Bat-man from another Company, and the Officers

commanding the Regiment and Company's confent

to it (which must always be obtained , previous to

any exchange) the Company to which he is transferred

ought to allow the other the choice of a man, from

fix, to be drawn by lot, from the entire Rank in

which the Servant or Bat-man ufually fized : this is

but common juftice to the Company he is taken from,

as his morals and behaviour muſt have been fome-

what remarkable, to catch the notice of an Officer

belonging to another Company, and of courſe, the

lofs of him , without fome kind of equivalent, muſt

be of confequence.

"

XII.

Whenever Soldiers are transferred from one Com-

pany to another (let the motive be what it will) it

ought to be an eſtabliſhed rule, for their * Debts to

be at once paid by that they go to, as the cauſe of

their being exchanged , is generally to anfwer fome

advantage, or conveniency to that Company ; there-

C 2

In the Company's Book.

fore
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fore it is unreaſonable to expect, that the Officers,

from whom they are taken, fhould be fubject to the

fmalleft difficulty or delay, by fuch a tranfaction .

CHA P. VII.

Of the Stoppages neceffary to be made in a Regiment.

ART. I.

A

S Soldiers muſt be kept moſt ſtrictly to an ob-

fervance of every point of duty, fo are they

to be treated with the utmoſt punctuality, and never

allowed to have the moſt diftant reaſon for diffatisfac-

tion , in any claim of pay, or otherwife, but every

circumſtance, on which they may found even the

ſhadow of a demand, is always to be cleared up and.

explained to them, in the plaineft, cooleſt manner ;

elfe , from the ignorance of fome, and the evil de-

figns of others, a belief may be propagated, that in-

juſtice is intended to them, and that, when once im-

bibed by Soldiers, is not fo readily ſet to rights.

II.

A Soldier fhould never be put under a greater

weekly ftoppage from his pay, than what will after-

wards afford him a fufficiency for meffing, as he

otherwiſe may be tempted to ufe low and fcandalous

methods to fupport himſelf: * fixpence per week,

befides arrears, is as much as any of them can rea-

fonably ſpare for neceffaries ; and unleſs the fentence

of a Court-martial, on particular occafions, orders a

heavier ftoppage , it never fhould exceed that fum,

except the Soldier himſelf defires it, in which cafe,

an Officer is to be well informed, in what manner he

is to fupport himſelf, before he conſents to it.

III.

On a march in England, where the foldiers are fed

by the Publicans, for four-pence per day, the fame

ſtoppages may be continued, as if in fettled Quarters;

but

* The generality of Soldiers are not to be kept in ſhirts, fhoes and

ftockings by a ſmaller ſtoppage.
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but in other places, where that is not the law, their

full fubfiftence will but barely ferve them, to get on

with tolerable ſpirits.

IV.

Whenan Officer at the weekly inſpection of Linen,

perceives any of the articles, with which a Soldier

fhould be provided, beginning to wear, or wanting,

he muft immediately order him into ftoppages, to

prevent his being as little in debt as poffible to his

Captain when Soldiers are permitted to get too

deeply in the Company's Book, it frequently puts

Deſertions in their Heads, from the diftant appear-

ance of being able to clear themſelves from it.

V.

Many Soldiers are of fo prudent and fedate a dif

pofition, as always to keep themfelves well fupplied

with neceffaries, without troubling either Officers of

Serjeants to by them ; therefore fuch Men underthe

fame ſtoppages, with the unthinking, idle part of a

Company, would be diſcouraging what ought to be

promoted, and very much applauded.

VI.

The Pay-Serjeants muſt be very punctual in iffu

ing the Pay to the Men, onthe days appointed for it,

and ſhould not prefume to make the fmalleft ftop-

page from them, but what is directed by the Officer

commanding the Company : a Serjeant, who, on

any pretence, advances a farthing to a Soldier, with

out an order for it , fhould be reduced, as they are

not to be judges, when fuch a thing is proper.

VII.

As it often happens, that the women who waſh for

the Soldiers are not punctually paid, by whichmeans,

they are unable to provide that quantity of foap the

linen muſt require, and thereby fooner rub it out,

the Pay-Serjeants fhould be directed to ftop for waſh-

ing, from thofe, who are fo idle to neglect a punctual

Payment, and every week clear off the Women,

who,
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who, by this method , can have no excufe for not

doing justice to the linen .

VIII.

As aDrummer and Fifer are fubject to every re-

gulation made for the Private-men, fo muft they in

their ftoppages, with this difference, that as their Pay

is greater, they may be ftopt * one fhilling and four-

pence per week, befides arrears, whenever there is

occafion for it ; and as the Drum and Fife-majors

have no other certain, extraordinary allowance, than

what arifes from a ftoppage of two-pence per week,

from each Drummer, and Fifer, it muſt be punctu-

ally deducted from their fubfiftence, by the Pay-Ser-

jeants, exclufive of every other ftoppage : no fort of

duty from the Regiment exempts them from this tax ,

(authorized by the cuftom ofthe Army) as the Com-

panies are anfwerable to them for it.

IX .

In fome particular cafes, it may be neceffary to

make a ſtoppage from Serjeants and Corporals, when

the firft may fubmit to two fhillings, and the latter to

one fhilling per week, befides arrears ; but to be in

ftoppages for neceffaries, waſhing, or fuch like mat-

ters, fhould be looked upon by them, as the higheſt

difgrace : in truth a Non-commiffion-officer, whoſe

imprudent conduct requires fuch attendance, is un-

qualified for his employment, and therefore fhould be

reduced as foon as poffible.

X.

Thoſe Officers, who take the pains of furniſhing

the Men with neceffaries, and keeping their accounts,

have generally the beft appointed Companies, and on

the eaſieſt terms for the Soldiers, as Serjeants are

often apt to expect a profit on every article they buy,

which furely is a grievance worth redreffing, fince an

Officer

* This relates to fuch Fifers, as have Drummer's pay, as thofe on

private pay can only be ftopt fix-pence per week, charging the Fife-ma-

jor's allowance to their accounts, in the Company's books.
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Officer can do it at ſo eaſy a rate, as a little extraor-

dinary trouble to himſelf.

XI.

Everytwo months, the Companies ought to be ac-

counted with for arrears and all other toppages, a-

greeable to the act of parliament, and if any bal-

lances then remain due to the Men, after charging

for fhirts, fhoes and other articles furnifhed to them,

they ſhould be paid, unleſs it appears, that they ei-

ther want, or are near wanting, fome part of the

ftock required by the Regimental regulations, in

which cafe they muſt be carried on to their next ac-

counts.

XII.

At all reckonings with the Non-commiffion- officers

and Soldiers, the Commanders of Companies fhould

take their acknowledgement, for having been cleared

up to the day ſpecified in the order for it, and like-

wife for whatever fums they may at that time remain

reſpectively in debt ; which affignments must be

given to the Commanding-officer of the Regiment,

that he may be always affured of their never having

any pretence for diffatisfaction , in point of money

matters .

XIII .

As the Soldiers of different Companies frequently

compare the charges made againft them, for fhirts,

fhoes, &c. and thereby fometimes find a pretence for

difcontent, it would be right, for the price of all

thefe articles to be proportioned as near the fame as

poffible, throughout the Regiment, which may very

eafily be done, if particular tradeſmen are engaged,

for furniſhing particular things , as they of courfe

will, for their own intereft, be careful in keeping a

conſtant ſtock of whatever articles are demanded by

a Regiment, exactly to the patterns fixed on , and at

the fame rate, undoubtedly, to all the Companies :

it is alſo certain, that by dealing this way, a faving

will be madein favourof the Soldiers , as it is a known

fact,
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fact , that conftant, punctual cuftomers, buying a

quantity of goods, are confidered by merchants and

traders, in a different light from thoſe, who drop in

by chance, buy but little, and perhaps are never to

return.

XIV.

When a Regiment is on Service, the duty to

which a Soldier is expofed, during a campaign, re.

quires his having a greater degree of nourishment,

than at other times is requifite, therefore he fhould

be fubject to no ftoppages inthe field, except arrears,

which will in general be found fufficient, if care is

taken to ſtop him properly for neceffaries in winter-

quarters, eſpecially, as it is not expected, that his

Knapfack fhall be exactly and fully ſupplied, as in

time of peace.

XV.

When a Regiment is on board a ſhip, and victual-

led by his Majefty, the entire Pay of the Non-com-

miffion-officers, Drummers, and Private-men, fhould

remain in their Captain's hands, except what may be

thought neceffary to advance for vegetables, or to-

bacco ; and on landing, no part ought to be paid

them, until they are firſt compleatly ſtocked with ne-

ceffaries, according to the nature of the fervice they

are going on.

XVI.

As it often happens to Corps employed abroad,

not to be paid in the coin of England, care muſt be

taken, in that cafe, to fubfift the Soldiers in the cur-

rency of the country they ferve in, as near the value

of Engliſh coin, as it is poffible to calculate it ; and

that whether the exchange of money be for, or a-

gainſt them, they may always receive as much for

their fubfiftence, as can from time to time be got

from the inhabitants,

CHAP.
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CHA P. VIII.

Of meffing, and the Advantages attending it ; the

Officer's Mefs confidered.

ART. I.

Experience proves, that nothing contributes more

to the health of Soldiers, than a regular well

choſen diet, and their being every day obliged to boil

the pot; it corrects drunkenneſs , and in a great mea-

fure prevents gaming, and thereby deſertion, nothing

being more common, than for a Soldier ( after having

fpent his pay in fpirituous liquors, or perhaps gamed

it away, and having no means left of fubfifting, but

by felling his linen, or committing a ſcandalous theft)

to defert, in order to avoid the certain puniſhment

ofhis crime ; Officers therefore cannot be too exact,

in eſtabliſhing every method, to enforce the ftrict ob-

fervance of regular and conftant meffing.

II.

Whether a Company is paid daily , once, or twice

a week, (which muft entirely depend on the eſtabliſh-

ment of a market, or the nature of the fervice it is

employed on) the Pay- Serjeants, after making the

ftoppages ordered, fhould give the remaining fub-

fiftence of the Soldiers, to the Serjeants and Cor-

porals of the different Squads of inſpection , in order

to buy the regulated quantity of provifions for the

feveral Meffes, and never to the men themſelves.

III.

Five, fix, or eight men, being generally the num-

ber in a meſs, the Non-commiffion-officers fhould

affemble a man or more from each, and march them

regularly to market, and there buy a proper quantity

of good and wholeſome meat (either beef, mutton,

or pork) and alfo of vegetables, falt and oatmeal,

to ſerve each meſs, until the next day for receiving

pay ; and, if not in the Field, they ought to buy a

fufficiency of breadtoo, at thefame time : all this being

D done
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done, the men are to be marched back regularly to

the place of Parade, and there difmiffed,

IV.

Three quarters of a pound of meat and one pen-

ny-worth of bread, with a proportion of roots, &c.

for making broth, fhould at least be the calculation

for each man's meſs, for a day ; but when the cheap-

nefs of provifion will admit of it, the allowance of

meat ought to be augmented to one pound ; as the

lefs money a Soldier has to ſpend on drink, the better

will be his health, his attendance to duty more

punctual, and his dreſs more becoming.

V.

As it frequently happens, in quartering a Compa-

ny on the inhabitants of a town, that not more than

two men are billeted on a houſe, and of courſe, fo

few cannot lay in a proper quantity of provifions,

with the fame advantage and economy which a

greater number can ; to obviate fuch an inconveni-

ence, the Soldiers from three or four houfes fhould

be formed into a meſs, and drefs their victuals . day

about at each.

VI.

On the evening of market-days, the Serjeants and

Corporals fhould fully explain to the Soldiers of their

refpective Squads, how much money has been laid

out for the feveral fpecies of provifions, and having

ſatisfied them that every thing is juft, ought to pay

each man an exact fhare of whatever balance re-

mains.

VII

When the Non-commiffion-officers return from

market, they are to make up a return of the kind

and quantity of provifions bought for each mefs , and

give it tothe Orderly-ferjeant of the Company, who

is to make out from them, a general one for the vi-

fiting Subaltern-officer, who, as foon as he receives

it, fhould immediately go round his Company, and

examine into the ftate of the provifions, comparing

them
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them with the return, in which, if he finds any thing

difagree, he muft enquire into the reafon of it, and

have every matter fet right, before he delivers his

* report to the Commander of the Regiment ; and

if fuch miſtake proceeded from the fmalleft neglect

or connivance, in the Serjeant or Corporal who

bought for the mefs, he ought to bring him to a

fevere account for it.

VIII.

Left any part of the provifions, laid in for the

meffes, fhould be fold or embezzled by the Soldiers,

a Subaltern, attended by a Serjeant, muft vifit the

whole of the Regiment, about one o'clock (which

fhould be the general hour for dinner) and examine,

whether each mefs has dreffed a fufficient quantity of

proviſions for the day ; a report of which he is to

make to the commanding- Officer : if a Regiment is

quartered on a town, it will require two or three

Subalterns for this duty.

IX.

When a Soldier is ordered on Command, before

the expiration of the time, for which his mefs is laid

in, the Serjeant or Corporal of the Squad of in-

ſpection he belongs to, is to difpofe of his proportion

of the provifions, on the beſt terms to be had, to

fome of the married men of the Company, or to

others, who can draw it daily as it is cooked : and

whatever arifes from the fale of it, muſt be given to

the Pay-ferjeant, towards making good the fubfif-

tence neceffary to be advanced him on this occafion,

which must be done, although his mefs was only that

day laid in for a week.

X.

Where circumſtances require a Soldier's being or-

dered to the Regimental Hoſpital , before he has con-

fumedthe proviſions laid in for his meſs, the Serjeant

or Corporal of his Squad muſt have his bread fent

D 2

* See No. II . of the Appendix.

with
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with him, and delivered to the Non-commiffion-

officer attending there ; his proportion of meat and

broth fhould, every day, be carried there likewiſe ,

by one of his comrades, and delivered to the fame

perfon ; by which means , there will be no occafion

for advancing pay to the Hofpital for him, before

the next general day of iffuing it to all the Compa-

nies; but if there fhould be an abfolute neceffity for

fending a man, under the above circumftances, to

the Hofpital of the Army, the fame precautions are

to be taken for the difpofal of his provifions, as for

thoſe going on command, as his fubfiftence will be

demanded by the Hofpital, from the day of his en-

tering it.

XI.

In like manner, if an unexpected order arrives for

the march of the Regiment, or a part of it, and that

the Soldiers are to be furniſhed on the road by the

publicans, agreeable to the Act of Parliament, the

Serjeants and Corporals of Squads fhould difpofe of

whatever provifions remain unuſed, to the inhabitants

of the country, and return the produce to the Pay-

Serjeants, for reaſons recited in the IXth Article ;

but if the Regiment is on Service, the proviſions

muſt be equally divided amongſt the men of each

mefs, and carried in their haverfacks : the experience

of half a campaign will teach them to comply moſt

chearfully with this method .

XII.

Thofe Soldiers who are married to induſtrious

fober women, that can earn near as much as their

huſband's pay, and can be depended on for eating

well, may be excufed from meffing with their Com-

panies ; but if on the contrary, the wives are idle ,

and truſt to them for fupport, it muſt be infiſted on,

that fuch men be appointed to a mefs , to prevent their

being ftarved, and to oblige the women to fome

fcheme of induſtry, by which alone it can be poffi-

ble for their husbands to be allowed to co-habit with

them :
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them: Officers fhould frequently enquire into the

married Soldiers' manner of living, that they may

be enabled to prevent, in time, any ill confequences

which may arife, from the indulgence of permitting

them to be with their wives.

XIII.

Officers fervants, who are Soldiers, fhould be ob-

liged to mefs with their Companies, unleſs their

maſters will be anſwerable for their living in a regular

and proper manner.

XIV.

In the Field, when a Regiment has not the advan-

tage of a regular market, the Commander of a Re-

giment will find the benefit of contracting with a

butcher of the country, to fupply the men conftant-

ly with a certain quantity of meat, at a ſtated price,

elfe they must frequently be reduced to numberlefs

diftreffes ; and as, by fuch a contract, the butcher will

always have a large live ſtock, to move with the Re-

giment, from Camp to Camp, the Soldiers fhould be

Itrictly forbid not to offer the leaſt injury to the

cattle, or the owner, but rather to afford them every

protection in their power, as it is a matter, in which

their own intereſt is very highly concerned and in

order to attach this man more ftrongly to the Corps,

and to have a fecurity for his not deferting with his

flock, in the middle of a campaign, when it may,

perhaps, be abfolutely impoffible to provide another

butcher, the Companies will act with prudence, al-

ways to remain about * five pounds each in his debt,

until they get into winter-quarters, where they may

venture to clear him off ; it will alſo be very proper,

to keep a guard of a Corporal and four trufty men

upon his flock, at all times during the Campaign,

both as a protection againſt ſtraglers and marauders,

and to deprive him of an opportunity of difpofing

of any part of his ſtock to other Corps, without the

particular

* A method practifed in general by all the Regiments, which ferved

in Germany laft War.
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particular leave of the Commander ofthe Regiment,

who alone is to be the judge, whether any can be

fpared.

XV.

Every Non-commiffion-officer, Drummer, Fifer,

and Private-man being entitled, during a Campaign,

to one pound and a half of bread per day, for which

he pays one penny farthing, the Officers fhould fre-

quently examine into the weight and goodneſs of it,

and if defective in either, ought to inform the Com-

manding Officer of the Regiment, that he may re-

prefent the injuftice in a proper manner to thoſe ,

whoſe buſineſs it is to redrefs it : if the utmost care

is not taken in this particular, the contractors will

play a thouſand tricks.

XVI.

The Soldiers manner of fubfifting being fixed, ac-

cording to the ftricteft fyftem of economy and ma-

nagement, it is equally incumbent on the Commander

of a Regiment to contrive every method in his

power, forthe eſtabliſhment of a mefs, at which all

the Officers, without diftinction of Rank, can be

properly and genteely accommodated , and that con-

fiderably within the compaſs of an Enfign's pay,

which is a circumftance to be principally confidered :

living always together as one family, muft furely

ftrengthen the bands of friendſhip between individu-

als, and unite the whole in that fort of harmony and

affection , which in a well regulated Corps ought ever

to fubfift, and without which every thing goes wrong:

the young people too, by being frequently in the

Company of the experienced part of the Regiment,

muſt have many opportunities for improvement ; and

will in a great meaſure be thereby reftrained from

thofe exceffes, in which they might probably indulge

themſelves, were they deferted by the fenior Off-

cers, and obliged to form a feparate mefs : if from

the want of a proper room, or a futler not being able

to provide for fo many, as an entire corps (which

fometimes
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fometimes is the cafe on Service) it becomes abfolute-

ly neceffary to divide in two meffes, an equal number

of each Rank fhould be appointed to each ; and that

there may not appear the leaft partiality in this divi-

fion, the Officers for each mefs ought to be determin-

ed by lot: Field- Officers and Captains felecting

themſelves into a mefs from the Subalterns of a Re-

giment, is making a diftinction that fhould never

fubfift among Gentlemen, except on Duty, as it muſt,

beyond doubt, produce immediate jealoufies, which

by degrees lay a foundation for thoſe kind of factions,

which fometimes difturb the peace and quiet of a

Corps : a misfortune of fo accurfed a nature, that a

Commanding-officer fhould ever be attentive to de-

ftroy it in its earlieſt bud, as the cenfure ofthe world

moft probably will reft on him, fhould it rife to per-

fection, from a natural fuppofition, that fome ill-

judged conduct of his firft gave it birth.

CHA P. IX.

Ofthe neceffity of regularity in quartering Soldiers on

a Town, or in a Barracks ; and of diftributing them

properly to Tents, during a Campaign, with other

ufeful rules.

A

ART. I.

S the good behaviour of Soldiers, in a great

meaſure, depends on their being quartered in

fuch a manner, that not only the Non-commiffion-

officers may be a conſtant reſtraint on them, but that

the Officers alfo can have frequent opportunities of

conveniently infpecting them, it muſt be a rule, when

a Regiment, or a Divifion of one marches into a

town, where it is to remain (even for a night), forthe

Quarter-mafter, or fome other Officer to divide the

houſes into as many lots, as there are Companies,

taking care that each lot is fixed in the moſt contigu-

ous manner, and as little intermixt as poflible ; this

being
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being done, every Company ſhould draw for its par-

ticular Quarters.

II.

The Commanding- Officers of Companies are then

to divide their lots into as many parcels, as they have

Squads of infpection , in the fame manner the Quar-

ter-mafter did for the Regiment, after which, they

fhould put the men of each Squad as much in the

fame houfe as poffible , taking care to fix thofe who

are addicted to irregularity, along with difcreet, fober

men, and as near the Quarters of the Serjeant or

Corporal of the Squad, as can be done : if the def-

tination of a Regiment is in Barracks, the fame ex-

actneſs muſt be obferved, in the diftribution of the

rooms, and appointing the men to them by Squads.

III.

Serjeants and Corporals muft always be quartered

in houſes neareſt their Squads, and fhould not be

excufed from fo doing, on account of being married,

as their prefence among the Soldiers is fo abfolutely

neceffary, for the fupport of order and decorum :

no private convenience fhould be confidered, where

the good ofthe Service is concerned.

IV.

A Recruit fhould always have a good, old Soldier

appointed for his comrade , who will have good na-

ture enough to inftruct him in what he is to do ;

and the Non-commiffion-officers are to be watchful,

that he is treated kindly by his mefs-mates, and that

they do not endeavour to impofe on him : fuch atten-

tion in his favour will give him an early liking forthe

Corps.

V.

As foon as the men arrive in the rooms allotted

for them , and have carefully put up their Arms and

Accoutrements, the Serjeants and Corporals are

next to fee, that whatever beds are allowed in each

houfe, be equally diftributed ; and if the men do not

readily fettle among themſelves, in what manner they

are
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are to be occupied, the Non-commiffion -officer muſt

at once appoint them, obferving the ftricteft impar-

tiality in doing it, that there may be no cauſe for

future difcontent.

VI.

+

If the Regiment, or a part of it only, continues

any time quartered on a town (fuppofe a week) and

the Officers upon vifiting the houſes (which one from

each Company ſhould do the day after their arrival)

find their men not quartered as contiguous by Com-

panies, as could be wifhed, they must report the in-

convenience to the Commanding-officer, who doubt-

lefs will lofe no time, in applying to the chief

magiſtrate, to have the Billets changed and regulated,

for the advantage of the Service ; and asthe Quarter-

mafter, or Officer doing that duty, can on this occa-

fion, better than before, inform himfelf of the differ-

ent fituations of the houſes round the town, there

can be no excufe for not havingthe Quarters of each

Company quite compact : matters being fettled with

the magiftrate, a Day is appointed for the change of

Quarters : the Companies affembled ready for a

March ; the Billets (made up in lots) are drawn for:

by an Officer of the Company ; and the men are

immediately difperfed, according to this new arrange-

ment.

VII.

No Soldier muft prefume to go from his Billet

(after being once appointed to it) to another without

leave from the Commanding Officer ofthe Company :

and if, upon examination, any of the Quarters are

found unfit for Soldiers to inhabit, an application

ſhould be made to the magiftrate to change them : it

is the duty of Officers to infift on proper places for

their men to live in, if the town can poffibly afford

fuch.

VIII.

Whenthe Menare crouded in their Quarters, they

muft content themfelves with ftraw, or what the houſe

E affords,



[ 34 ]

affords, without murmur or complaint : it is incum-

bent onthem alfo, to behave with the utmoſt civility

to the owners of the houſes they are billeted on, and

to endeavour at gaining their efteem, by giving as

little trouble as poffible, by never diſturbing the bufi-

nefs of the family, and by fhewing an inclination ,

not to make a greater wafte, than is abfolutely ne-

ceffary, in the articles, to which they are entitled by

Act of Parliament : Officers fhould frequently en-

quire into the conduct of the Soldiers in thefe parti-

culars, and feverely reprimand thoſe they find in

fault.

IX.

On the other hand, when the landlords ufe the

Soldiers ill , or attempt to deprive them of any thing

they have a right to demand, if reprefenting the in-

jury in a civil, quiet manner, has not the defired

effect , they muft (without further attempting to redreſs

themſelves) apply to the Commander of the Com-

pany, who will take the proper fteps for having

juſtice done them, either by endeavouring to con-

vince the landlord of his error, or if that fails , by a

repreſentation to the civil magiftrate.

X.

The Soldiers muft not be allowed to introduce

common proſtitutes to their Quarters ; the Officers

fhould diſcourage it by every method, as it is noto-

rious, how much the venereal diftemper weakens and

enervates the ſtrongeſt conſtitution , and thereby hurts

the Service ; and the Non-commiffion-officers fhould

often make a ſtrict enquiry through the Quarters of

their Companies, to find, if any of thefe wretches

are protected or fupported by the Soldiers, that they

may at once expel them.

XI.

In every room occupied by Soldiers, pegs or nails

fhould be drove into the driest and moft convenient

part of the wall , for the Arms, Accoutrements and

Knapſacks, which muſt at all times be hung up in fo

regular



[ 35 ]

regular and exact a manner, that every

*

Man maymay in

an inftant
, and without

the leaft confufion
, find his

own, even in the dark; Nails fhould
likewiſe

be fixed

for the Hats, that they may be conftantly
hung up,

when not in ufe ; by which care, and placing
them

with the hind flaps downwards
, their Cockand Shape

will be much
preſerved

.

XII.

The Serjeants and Corporals are to infift on the

Men's fweeping out their rooms, making and turning

up their beds, and putting all the utenfils given for

theirufe, in proper order, every morning before they

attend Roll- calling : when the Officers go daily round

the Companies to vifit the Meffes, they ought to take

notice, that all theſe particulars have been properly

attended to, and that cleanlineſs and neatneſs appears

in every Place, where the Soldiers are concerned ,

as nothing will contribute more to the preſervation of

their health.

XIII.

Private Men and Drummers, who are married to

fober, induftrious women, may be indulged with li-

berty to lodge with them, provided the lodgings are

not too diftant from the Quarters of the Company :

the Non-commiffion-officers fhould inform themfelves

of fuch Men's habitations, that they may infpect their

manner of living, and know where to find them rea-

dily, when neceffary : and as it often happens, that

feveral people on whom Soldiers are quartered, do

not wish to have the trouble of them in their houſes,

and therefore defire leave to lodge them out, it will

be right, in that cafe, to exchange to thofe Billets,

any of the married Men who are deferving of indul-

gence, that they may receive the advantage of a

lodging for their wives, without expence ; when an

Officer has none of theſe to ſerve, he fhould inſiſt

on having an apartment hired, fit for the reception

E 2

* In Tents, the Hats can be faftened to the Ridge-Pole.

of
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of the Soldiers, and that will anfwer conveniently for

meffing, otherwife, he will do extremely wrong, in

confenting to their being removed from the original

Billet....

XIV .

It demands the greateſt attention and care, to keep

Soldiers in tolerable order, even when quartered alto-

gether on the inhabitants of a town, their opportuni-

ties being fo frequent, for evading the moft alert and

active Non-commiffion-officers; yet how much greater

is the inconvenience attending a March through

Ireland, where, as foon as a Divifion of a Regiment

arrives in a town, the Soldiers are generally diſperſed

by pairs, from one, perhaps to eight miles round the

country, to the habitations of the miferable peaſants,

whoſe poverty renders them more the objects of

charity, than to be confidered by a magiftrate, as

perfons fit to entertain his Majefty's Troops : an

Officer in this cafe, has fcarcely any method left to

infure the regularity of the Soldiers, or to have the

fmalleft reftraint upon them, as they are, by the dif-

perfed fituation of their Quarters, abfolutely placed

beyond the power of Non-commiffion-officers to

fhew their conduct, or even to find them out ;

appointing thoſe who are known, or fufpected, to be

of a troublefome difpofition , as comrades to the fober,

fteady Soldiers who can be depended on, may in

fome meaſure help a little , and is all that can poffibly

be done.

XV.

In a quarter of an hour after Tattoo -beating every

night, the orderly Serjeant of each Company ſhould

vifit the Quarters of his Men (if practicable from

their fituation) to examine whether they are at home;

and as that is a proper time for Soldiers to retire to

reft, he must infift on all fire and candles being ex-

tinguifhed, unleſs particularly ordered to be kept in,

for the convenience of a fick man : after finiſhing

their rounds, a report is to be made to the Com-
"

manders
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manders of the Companies, who fhould never pafs

by the abfence of any Soldier on thefe occafions,

without bringing him to a ftrict account next morn-

ing late hours muſt be diſcouraged , elfe the morals

of a Regiment will foon be deftroyed.

XVI .

It is in a particular manner neceffary, when a Bat-

talion, or five Companies are quartered in a town,

that a Subaltern's guard be mounted in fome conve-

nient place, to be obtained from the chiefmagiſtrate,

whofe intereft is to provide it, as the eafe and quiet

ofthe inhabitants depends confiderably, upon having

a Guard always ready, to prevent the Soldiers from

engaging in riots and quarrels with them, and to fup-

prefs all kinds of diforder, particularly in the night ;

for which purpoſe, and to confine the Soldiers more

clofely to their quarters at unfeaſonable hours, a Non-

commiffion-officer with four or fix men, fhould

patrole through the ftreets of the town, in half an

hour after Tattoo , with orders to make prifoner

everySoldier, Fifer andDrummer, they meet abroad ,

tor in public-houſes : this Patrole to continue out an

hour, and on its return to the Guard, to be fucceed-

ed by another, and fo on till day-break : in towns

where less than five Companies are quartered, a Ser-

jeant's guard will anfwer for the above purpoſes,

under the inſpection of a Subaltern of the day, who

is frequently to vifit it, to fee that the Non-com-

miffion-officers and Soldiers are attentive to their

duty.

XVII.

The fame rules eftablifhed for the regularity of

Soldiers, when quartered on a town, fhould be ob-

ferved (as far as the different fituations will admit of

in a Barracks, where there can be no excuſe, for not

having every thing conducted in the moft exact

order, as the Men are, at all times, fo immediately

under the eye of their Officers : in particular, the

yards, with all the avenues leading to the Barracks,

and
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and to the Rooms, fhould be fwept twice a week, by

a proportion of Men from each Company ; and

wherever dirt or naftineſs is found in any part not

appointed to receive it, the Serjeants and Corporals

muſt inſtantly oblige the Men of the Room neareſt

to it, to remove and clean it : by this method, and

the Soldiers being never permitted to urine, but in a

particular place, the Barracks will be always fweet

and healthy.

XVIII.

It will contribute very much to the cleanliness of

the Soldiers, if the Commanding-officers of Compa-

nies will order towels to be fixed on rollers, behind

the door of every Barrack-room, to prevent them

from wiping their hands in the ſheets, upon the beds,

which otherwife will moft certainly be the cafe ; and

as a couple of theſe towels are fufficient for each

Room, and the expence extremely trifling, it furely

muſt be doing right, to aboliſh ſo filthy a cuftom.

XIX .

In the field, five men being the ufual proportion

for each Tent, as many as poffible fhould be always

kept complete with that number, both on account of

meffing, and for the greater eafe to the men, in carry-

ing the Tent-poles and Camp-equipage, on a march,

which they are obliged to do : the appointment ofthe

Soldiers to the Tents by Squads, and fixing a good

old Soldier to fuperintend each of them, is all re-

quired from an Officer, as the ftreet which a Com-

pany is to occupy in an encampment, muſt be deter-

mined, according to the poſt that Company holds in

the Battalion, when under arms.

XX.

No man ſhould, on any pretence, be permitted to

lie in the Huts, or Tents allowed in the rear of an

encampment, for the followers, bat-men, and other

attendants of a Regiment, as many delays and incon-

veniencies might often arife , by their not being rea-

dily found on fudden calls for duty ; and a hardfhip

muft
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muſt be thereby thrown on the Soldiers, who were

conſtantly in and about their tents.

XXI.

When a Regiment is likely to remain above a

night uponthe fame encampment, the Soldiers fhould

be obliged to cut ſmall trenches round their tents, to

carry offthe rain, which otherwiſe muft run among

the ſtraw and as a prefervation to their health, and

to prevent the increaſe of vermin , the blankets´al-

lowed them byhis Majefty, fhould be well fhaken and

hung out every fair day ; and it will contribute much

to thoſe two ends, to ftrike the tents about two hours

at noon, in order to air the ftraw, which, by the

neglect of this precaution, imbibes a dampnefs from

the earth, which often proves deftructive to the

Soldiers, and fills the hoſpitals of an army.

XXII.

As foon as a Regiment arrives on the ground mark-

ed out for its encampment, an Officer of a Compa-

ny
fhould remain in each ſtreet, until the men have

pitched their tents, and fixed themſelves in a com-

fortable manner : nothing more ftrongly proves an

experienced, well trained Battalion, than expedition

on this occafion ; Officers fhould therefore accuftom

their Soldiers to the utmoſt alertnefs and readinefs,

in this part of duty, but in a moſt particular degree,

in ftriking their Tents, packing them ready for the

horfes, accoutering themſelves, and forming brifkly

in the front.

XXIII.

As it is neceffary for every Officer to have the

names of the men of his Company quartered in each

houſe, diſtinguiſhing the ſtreet, fign, and every other

information ; or if in Barracks, the number of the

room ; that in cafe he chooſes occafionally to vifit, or

to make an alteration in any particular, he may be

the more readily enabled to do it ; fo will it be ready

for the Officers, on the fame account, to have a

Roll of the men belonging to each Tent ; for which

purpoſe,
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purpoſe, all the Tents of a Regiment fhould, before

the opening of the Campaign, be diftinctly marked ,

with the number of the Regiment, Company and

Tent : this exactnefs, exclufive of any other confi-

deration, will prevent confiderable trouble, by never

having the Tents changed or intermixed with thoſe

of other Corps.

XXIV.

If a Regiment is to remain very late in the Field ,

it is more than probable, that an order will be given

by the Commander of the Army, for the Soldiers to

hut ; in which cafe, the moſt expeditious and ready

method, is, to provide fquare hurdles, large enough

to cover a Tent, when refting flope ways againſt the

upper edge ofeach other ; they muſt be above a foot

on every fide longer than the Tent, to leave fufficient

Room for ftriking : a piece of wicker-work is next

to be fitted to the front, by way of a door, to move

at pleaſure thefe hurdles and wickers being properly

made and fixed, a thick coat of thatch (either ſtraw,

fedge, or rushes) is to be laid on them, well fecured

and bound : nothing can be warmer than one of theſe

* habitations, when the Soldiers are in it , have drawn

to the door, and pinned the Tent quite clofe on

every fide : huts dug into the earth, or built with

fods, are, at an advanced feafon of the year, ex-

tremely damp, and of courſe unhealthy for the Sol-

diers ; the hurdle ones, on the contrary, are always

dry, as the front can be entirely laid open in fair

weather, by removing the wicker door, and turning

up the bottom of the Tent, in fuch a manner, that

the air may have an interrupted paffage round the

infide of them .

XXV.

The fame neceffity that obliges a Regiment to hut,

towards the cloſe of a late Campaign, will require

many other precautions to make the Soldiers com-

fortable ;

* The hurdled Huts were in general ufed by the allied Army in Ger-

many last war.
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fortable ; and in particular, during the time of cook-

ing, when the inclemency of the weather often ren-

ders it almoſt impracticable, in the open air; to ob-

viate, therefore, the diftrefs, to which they must at

that juncture be expofed, young trees fhould be col-

lected, about the fize and length of hop-poles, and

placed in a circular form round the out-fide of the

Kitchens, floping upwards to a point, exactly in the

fame pofition, the poles are fixed, after the hop ga-

thering is finiſhed , leaving a fufficient opening on one

fide, for the men to enter, and weaving ſmall boughs

or rushes through the poles : the Kitchens being de- f

fended in this manner, the Soldiers remain no longer

expoſed to the inconveniences of the weather ; and

are enabled, not only to drefs their victuals, without

the ſmalleſt interruption, but by making a large fire

in the center of the Kitchen, to enjoy themſelves

with great comfort and fatisfaction, until they chufe,

or it is proper, to retire to their Huts.

*

XXVI.

The Officers alfo will , towards the conclufion of a

late campaign, require aids to fortify them againſt the

rigors of the feafon, which can readily be obtained,

by ripping out a breadth fromthe walls of their Mar-

quees, on either fide the door, and building up a

chimney of fods, with a proper funnil higher than

the ridge-pole : a good fire, with a pretty deep trench

round the Tent, to drain all moisture from the ſpot

it covers, and a pair of ftout weather-cords pro-

perly attended to , will enable them to ftand the feve-

rities ofany weather, in as comfortable a manner, as

can in fuch a fituation be expected.

* Kitchens of this conſtruction were uſed there alfo..

+

+ Moft ofthe Officers, in Germany, during the late war, ufed thefe

kind of chimneys in their Tents, upon the approach of winter.

By neglecting to flacken or tighten the weather and other cords of

a Tent, according to the drynefs or dampness ofthe air, and likewife to

watch the ſtarting of the Pins, in rainy weather, it either is expofed to

frequent rents, or to be blown down by fudden ftorms .

F CHA P.
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CHA P. VIII.

Of the Treatment of the Sick, and management of a

Regimental-Hofpital.

ART. I.

OFFICERS have it greatly in their power to ex-
ert humanity, in the care of the Soldiers , when

labouring under the diftrefs of ficknefs, by contriving

every convenience and eafe for their relief, and by.

infifting on the punctual obfervance ofwhatever is ef-

tabliſhed for that purpoſe ; this part therefore of an

Officers duty mult furely be very pleafing, fince,

without his attention , many deferving men will inevi-

tably be loft.

II.

As foon as a Regiment marches into a Canton-

ment, or Camp, the Quarter-mafter, or ſome other

Officer, fhould be ordered to provide a convenient

houſe, where the Head-quarters are eſtabliſhed , or

contiguous to the Camp, for the reception of the fick ;

and if a Barrack is allotted for the accommodation of

the Regiment, he ought to ſelect a proper number of

Rooms, in the moſt retired part of it, unleſs a parti-.

cular place is given for the eſtabliſhment of an * Hof-

pital, or an allowance made to hire one.

III.

An experienced, careful woman must be con-

ftantly employed to attend in the Regimental-hofpi-

tal, as a Nurfe, whofe wages fhould be paid, either

by the Surgeon when he has an † allowance for it, or

from the favings of the fick Men's Pay ; when neither

of

* In Ireland, every Regiment is allowed to hire a houfe for an Hof-

pital, if there be not one in the Barracks occupied by it ; bedding, fir-

ing, and utenfils are alfo furnished for it, by order of the Barrack-

board.

An allowance is made to the Surgeon of each Regiment, on the

Irish establishment of thirteen fhillings and three-pence three farthings

per month for a Nurfe.
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of theſe will anſwer, it muſt be a charge in the Non-

effective account : an orderly Man, or more if ne-

ceffary, fhould be appointed daily from the Compa-

nies, in turn, to affift in the attendance ofthe fick.

IV.

A Serjeant or Corporal fhould be appointed to re-

gulate the economy ofthe Hofpital, and to preferve

order and cleanlinefs in it ; he muft receive the fick

men's pay, keep the accounts, buy provifions, and

follow fuch directions, as he may from time to time

receive , from the Surgeon : and that no Company

may in particular fuffer an inconvenience, by having

one of its Non-commiffion - officers conftantly em-

ployed on this duty, he ſhould be given in turn by

the Companies, month about.

V
.

When an allowance of bedding, &c. is not efta-

bliſhed by Government, in the places fixed on for

the reception of the fick in a Regiment, it will be

found requifite, that a proper * number of blankets,

fheets, rugs and canvas- cafes (to be ftuffed occafion-

ally with ftraw, for beds and bolfters) with other ne-

ceffary utenfils, be provided from the Non-effective

fund, and given in charge to the Non-commiffion-

officer attending the Hofpital, who is to be anfwerable

for their not being abufed more, than is abfolutely

neceffary ; and that, on marches, they are carefully

packed up in bales, fo as to be as little expofed to

rain, or any other damage as is poffible : on all theſe

different articles of bedding, the number of the Re-

giment fhould be marked in large characters, to pre-

vent their being loft or embezzled.

VI.

On a march, the Regimental bedding and utenfils

for the uſe of the Hofpital, fhould be diſtributed on

the waggons of thofe Companies, which are to be at

the quarters where the Hoſpital is to be eſtabliſhed,

unleſsF 2

This only relates to the Regiments quartered in England.
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*

unleſs particular carriages are allowed for the fick ;

in which caſe, all the bedding, &c. are to be tranſ-

ported in them.

VII.

The fubfiftence of the men in Hofpital muſt be

thrown into a fund, for the benefit of the whole in

general, and no particular account given to each man,

in what manner his money has been expended ; for

though the diſorder of one may not require the con-

fumption of his Pay, yet that of another may much

more, when wine, rich broths, and things of that

kind are abfolutely neceffary : the Non-commiffion-

officer fhould keep this account in the exacteſt man-

ner, as it ought to be inſpected, every week, by the

Surgeon, and once a month, by the Pay-mafter of

the Regiment ; and ſhould any overplus then remain,

it is to be eſtabliſhed into a fund, for the advantage

and improvement of the Hofpital.

VIII .

The fubfiftence ofthe Private-men is all that need

be paid into the Hoſpital , on any occafion : if it be

under proper regulations, two fhillings and fixpence

per week, for each man, will anfwer amply for their

fupport, whilft under the Surgeon's care ; many of

them not being allowed more , to live on, when in

ftoppages for neceffaries, although in perfect health ;

nor fhould the Serjeants, Corporals, or Drummers

contribute more than Private-men, as their treatment

in the Hofpital can be but pretty near the fame : the

arrears and refidue of fubfiftence to be credited to

their own particular accounts, in the Company's

Books.

IX .

Centries fhould be always pofted at the Hoſpital,

to prevent the recovering men from going out, un-

lefs paffed by the Non - commiffion-officer attending

there,

* When a Regiment encamps, waggons are always allowed for mov-

ng the fick to winter-quarters."
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there, who is never to grant fuch a liberty, but when

he has the Surgeon's particular leave for fo doing.

X.

When a man dies, or is difmiffed the Hoſpital, the

ftraw he lay on fhould be immediately burnt, and all

the bedding waſhed and properly aired, before ano-

ther is permitted to uſe it .

XI.

When Hofpitals are fo circumftanced, as not to

have neceffary places, the Quarter-mafter-ferjeant

muft oblige the Pioniers to dig proper ones, which

are to be filled up, and freſh ones made every fecond

day, in hot weather, and once a week in cold.

XII.

When a fick man is fent to the Regimental Hofpi-

tal, the Serjeant or Corporal of the Squad of infpec-

tion he belongs to, muft deliver up all his neceffaries

to the Non-commiffion-officer in waiting there, with

an exact lift of them, taking his receipt ; and when

fuch man is difmiffed or dies, the Serjeant or Corpo-

ral who delivered them, fhould receive them back

again, taking notice, that they agree in quantity and

marks with thoſe he gave in ; if any deficiency ap-

pears, the Non-commiffion-officer of the Hofpital is

to give his reaſons for it; which the other muft re-

port to his officer, that he may judge, if they are

founded on juftice ; if not, he ſhould bring the Non-

commiffion-officer to a tryal , for having embezzled

them .

XIII.

If a Company is fo circumftanced, as to have, on a

march, the neceffary conveniences for removing its

ftores, the Serjeants and Corporals of Squads are,

upon any oftheir men being ordered to the Hofpital,

to deliver up their arms and accoutrements to who-

ever has charge of the ftores ; but if it fhould be

otherwife (as is the cafe in the field) and that carri-

ages are allowed for the uſe of the Regimental-Hof-

pital, the arms, &c. muſt be given to the Non-com-

miffion
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miffion-officer of it, in the fame manner as the necef-

faries, and he is to be anfwerable for their being

conveyed, by the beft and fafeft method ; and that

he may bethe better enabled to do ſo, a cheſt ſhould

always remain with the Hofpital, for packing them :

the faving produced by this, will in a fhort time am-

ply repay the Captains, for the expence of providing

one, as the Arms muft efcape many accidents, to

which they would otherwife be inevitably expofed,

and which it will fall on them to make good.

XIV.

A particular part in the Hoſpital ſhould be allotted,

for the ufe of the Non-commiffion -officer attending

there, in which he is to keep the fick men's knapſacks,

in regular order ; it being his bufinefs to deliver out

clean linen, when demanded, and alfo to receive the

dirty, which he muſt give to , and receive from the

wafh, paying for it from the general fund of fubfif-

tence and if the arms and accoutrements are in his

care, he is to keep them in the fame place , carefully

hung up and likewife the hats, which he is to be

anfwerable are never worn by the men, whilft they

remain in Hofpital, unleſs when they have leave to

walk abroad for air.

XV.

The Surgeon fhould always vifit the fick in Hofpi-

tal twice a day at leaſt, and it will be productive of

many advantages, for a Captain to infpect it once a

week, to fee that cleanlinefs is preferved, the provi-

fions properly laid in , and the Men treated with due

attention.

XVI.

The Serjeants and Corporals are every morning at

Roll-calling, to give a return to the orderly Corporal

of the Company, of the names of the fick in their

refpective Squads, mentioning the ftreet and fign,

where each man is quartered, or the number of his

Barrack-room, or Tent, from which he is to make

out a general one of the Company, and to lofe no

time
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time in delivering it to the Surgeon : the orderly

Corporal fhould alfo collect the names of fuch men

as have got the Itch, and infert them in his report,

that the Surgeon may take the fpeedieft method of

curing that filthy difeafe, and prevent its ſpreading

through the Regiment : the Serjeants and Corporals

fhould frequently examine the men on this point, par-

ticularly after a March, as they are at that time much

expofed to it, from the variety and badnefs of the

beds, they ufually meet with upon the roads.

XVII.

As foon as thefe reports are given to the Surgeon,

either he or his Mate fhould lofe no time, in going

round the fick of the Regiment, to enquire into the

nature of their complaints ; and that fo effential a

part of the Service may be attended to with the ut-

moſt exactneſs, the Officers on the daily vifits round

the meſſes, muſt be directed to enquire, if the fick

men have been regularly attended by the Surgeon ;

and if any neglect appears, upon a ftrict enquiry, it

is to be reported to the Commanding- Officer.

XVIII.

Orderly-Corporals neglecting to give in the daily

reports ofthe fick, in a punctual manner, to the Sur-

geon, fhould be confinedby him, and brought to a

Court-martial, elfe it will often happen, that omiffions

may be charged to him, when he is entirely blame-

lefs and that the regulations laid down for the ma-

nagement of the fick may be ftrictly obferved, the

Surgeon muſt claim a right of confining Non-com-

miffion-officers and Soldiers, tranfgreffing the rules

of his particular department ; and in this he fhould

be fupported by the Officers, in order to prevent his

directions being frequently defpifed, which will moſt

probably be the cafe, if once the Soldiers are allow-

ed to imagine, that he has no power to infift on their

obedience, but by complaint : befides, if he is re-

duced to the neceffity of applying for the affiftance of

the Officers, on every fuch occafion, he may not

always
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always chufe to take the trouble of it, and if fo, many

inconveniences muſt ariſe to the prejudice of the Re-

giment.

XIX.

That the Commanding-Officer may always be in-

formed ofthe exact ſtate of the fick, the Surgeon (or-

in his abfence the Mate) fhould once a week at leaſt,

make him a return of thoſe in each Company, with

their particular diforders, diftinguiſhing the fick in

Hofpital from the others.

XX.

When a Soldier's complaint is ofſuch a nature, as

not to require his being fent to the Hofpital, one of

the moſt careful of his comrades muſt be ordered to

attend him, for which he ſhould be allowed a pro-

per credit in the Duty-Rofter of the Company, and

the Serjeant or Corporal of the Squad he belongs to

is to be anfwerable , that the medicines fent to him,

are punctually adminiſtered, and that the Surgeon's

directions are cloſely obferved : the Non- commiffion-

officers are to be particularly attentive to thoſe men

who are under cure for the Itch, that their fheets and

bed-cloaths, with whatever elſe may retain the infec-

tion, be properly waſhed and aired after it without

this precaution is ftrictly obferved, the medicines

will be uſeleſs .

XXI.

It ſhould by no means be required ofthe Surgeon,

to vifit at the quarters of thofe men who are pre-

vented from doing duty, by a trifling lameneſs only,

or other flight complaints, but they must be ordered

to attend him at the Hoſpital, on a certain hour, to

receive his advice : unneceffary trouble ſhould never

be given to him ; by which means, there can be no

excufe, for his not attending to the effential parts of

his duty, with the utmoft punctuality.

XXII .

Soldiers fhould never be fent to an Hofpital for

trifles, nor detained in it longer than is abfolutely ne-

céffary



49 ]

ceffary for their cure, as they are too often apt to

contract a habit of idlenefs, and a diflike for return-

ing to their duty ; at the fame time, care muſt be

taken, that they are not difmiffed too foon, leaft

cold or improper diet might occafion a relapſe.

XXIII.

When Soldiers have been fick, the Officers fhould

not permit their being put on duty, before they have

recovered fufficient ftrength, to undertake it without

dangerous confequences ; it will therefore be right,

for the recovering mento be ſent once a week to the

Surgeon, that he may judge of their abilities.

XXIV.

Many Soldiers have fuch a diflike to the confine-

ment of an Hofpital, that they endeavour to fecrete

their diſorders, to prevent their being ſent there, by

which means, the Surgeon's affiftance either comes

too late, or their recovery is not fo fpeedy, as if

timely applications had been made ; they muft there-

fore be encouraged always to make their complaints

known, upon the firft attack ; and the Officers thould

be attentive to the countenances of their men, that

thofe , whofe looks give fufpicion of their being out

of order, may be immediately fent to the Surgeon

for his opinion : the men muſt be ftrictly forbid not

to tamper with themſelves, or apply for medicines to

any perfon, except the Surgeons of the Regiment,

or thoſe appointed to take care of the fick ; the fort

of quacks, that Soldiers in fuch cafes generally

addrefs themſelves to, are much to be dreaded.

XXV.

Although the greateſt care and tenderness fhould

be fhewn to Soldiers, when in reality afflicted with

any kind ofdiſorder, yet every method muſt be uſed,

to detect their pretending ficknefs, merely for the fake

of avoiding extraordinary Duty or exerciſe, nay

G fome-
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fometimes from a defign of obtaining a difcharge ;

when fuch villainous impofitions are therefore at any

time diſcovered, no mercy fhould be fhewn to the

offenders, in the puniſhment allotted for it.

XXVI.

When a Regiment is divided into feveral Can-

tonments, the Commanding-officer fhould infift,

that proper perfons are engaged by the Surgeon, to

attend the fick in thofe places, where it is impoffible

for him or his Mate to vifit daily ; he muſt alſo be

anfwerable, if a Serjeant, Corporal, Drummer, &c.

is fick, when recruiting, on Command, or on Fur-

lough, that the perſon who attended him is properly

fatisfied this is but reaſonable, as he receives a

conftant weekly allowance from the Non-commiffion-

officers and Soldiers, to furniſh medicines.

XXVII.

When a regiment is on Service, neceffity obliges

all the fick in the Regimental Hofpital to be moved

along with it on a March, particular carriages being

allowed for that purpoſe ; but at other times, the fick

only who can be moved without danger, are to be

diftributed on their Companies carrs or waggons, in

the most commodious manner that circumftances will

admit, and a particular charge must be given to the

Commander of the Baggage Guard, to affift them as

much as poffible on the road : when they arrive at

the Night Quarters, a Non-commiffion-officer from

each of the Companies which have fick, fhould

attend to conduct them to their Billets, that they may

not

Impofitions are often attempted for that purpoſe : a remarkable in-

ftance of one happened fome few years ago, in the LIXth Regiment,

where a Soldier feigned a violent paralytic ſhake of the head, for which

he was treated, by the Regimental Surgeons, and thofe of the Royal

Infirmary in Dublin , in the uſual methods for removing that complaint,

and atthefame time watched with the greatest circumfpection, as his .

Officers had fome little fufpicion of him ; notwithſtanding which, he re-

mained refolute in his fcheme above a year, was diſcharged, and in-

ftantly cured.
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not be expoſed to the leaft unneceffary fatigue ; and

it ought to be contrived, to have them fixed in houfes

of the beſt accommodation, and at as little a diſtance

from one another, as the fituation of their Companies

Quarters will allow, for the greater convenience and

expedition of being viſited by the Surgeon, which

he fhould immediately do, on receiving a report

from the orderly Corporals, of their being arrived :

this points out the abfolute neceffity there is, for both

the Surgeon and his Mate to march always with the

Regiment, and to be feparated, if it moves in two

divifions .

XXVIII.

*

If there be any Men, whofe diforders will not

admit their being moved when the Regiment marches,

they muſt be continued in the Hofpital , under the

care of a Surgeon to be engaged for that purpoſe : a

Non-commiffion-officer and a private Man are to be

left to take care of them, with proper bedding,

utenfils and fubfiftence ; and when thefe Men are

judged to be fufficiently recovered, to venture on a

journey, the Non-commiffion-officer fhould inform

the Commanding-officer, that he might obtain a

Route for their repairing to the Regiment : before

they ſet out, the bedding and utenfils, left for their

uſe, muſt be carefully packed up, and fent off to the

Regiment, by the moſt convenient and cheapeſt

method.

XXIX.

When a Soldier on a March, is taken fo ill , as

not to be able to proceed farther (even on a carriage)

without imminent danger, he muſt be leftin his billet ;

and to prevent the landlord's being troubleſome, after

the Company is marched from the town , an applica-

tion fhould be made to the Civil Magiftrate to con-

G 2 firm

* This will be unneceffary in Ireland, as it has been before obferved,

that bedding &c. are allowed in all the Quarters there, for the uſe of

the fick.
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firm his continuance at that houſe, as long as may be

neceffaly ; a fober, careful private man muft alfo be

left to take care of him, with fufficient fubfiftence

for both ; and if there be any Troops quartered in

the town, an addrefs fhould be made to their Sur-

geon to attend him, otherwife, fome proper perfon

must be employed.

XXX.

In Regiments, where venereal complaints are

cured gratis, the number of Men with that diforder

are confiderable, nothing being more frequently fuf-

pected, than that many Soldiers endeavour to con-

tract it , in order to avoid Exerciſe or Duty, if either

happens to be more frequent than they defire : a cer-

tain proof of their having defignedly done fo, they

well know, is not eafily obtained, therefore they are

under no apprehenfions of the ſmalleſt puniſhment,

but instead of it, are gratified with fome weeks of

idleneſs in an Hofpital, where they are cured , with-

out any more additional expence, than if their dif

order had been of another nature : the hardship

thrown by theſe idlers, upon the temperate, fober

Soldier, who by their irregularities , is obliged to do

extraordinary Duty, is very fhameful, and ſhould as

much as poffible be difcouraged ; on the contrary it

is a known fact, that thofe Regiments, which inflict a

pecuniary puniſhment on every Drummer and Pri-

vate Man cured of fuch a difeafe, have not by half

fo many distempered Men, as the others, being in a

great meaſure reftrained bythe expence, which many

Soldiers confider in a more grievous light, than even

a corporal puniſhment : it fhould therefore be an

eſtabliſhed rule, that for the cure of a venereal dif-

order in the flighteſt degree, a Drummer fhould be

mulet four fhillings and a Private Man three ; and in

order to deter them from concealing it ( the only ob-

jection ftarted againſt this cuftom) the fine fhould be

doubled, if, by neglecting to confult the Surgeon in

proper time, the diſeaſe becomes a pox : this money

to
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to be ſtopped from theirpay, as foon as the Surgeon

declares them perfectly cured, and thrown into the

fund eſtabliſhed for the ufe of the Regimental-Hof-

pital.

XXXI.

Soldiers, who have not had the fmall pox, being

ſubject to many diftreffes, by conſtant apprehenfions,

and the chance of taking it on a March, or at other

times, when it is not in the power of Officers to ex-

tend their care, in a manner agreeable to their

wifhes, fhould have it ſtrongly recommended to them

to undergo inoculation, as a certain means of

faving many lives ; it being well known, that the

unprepared ſtate in which that diftemper generally

finds a Soldier's blood, renders the taking of it, in a

natural way, too often attended with very fatal con-

fequences, even though circumftances admit their

being treated with the utmoſt tenderneſs .

XXXII .

When a Regiment is on Service , and it is requi-

fite to fend the fick to the Hofpital of the Army, all

interior management, in the regimental way, muft

of courſe ceaſe, and fubmit to the regulations ofthat

Hofpital ; however, that the attention of Officers

may extend as far as poffible in favour of the fick,

an eſcort fhould always be fent to attend them on the

road, when going there, and a Non-commiffion-

officer to deliver up their Arms, Accoutrements and

neceffaries to the Store-keeper, from whom a receipt

ought to be taken for every article, and likewife for

the fubfiftence paid in with each Man ; which receipt

the Non-commiffion-officer, on his return tothe Re-

giment, muft deliver to the Pay-mafter, that it may

be kept as a proof againſt the managers of the Hof-

pital, fhould any embezzlement or unjuft charges

afterwards appear : a mate muft alfo be fent (if pof-

fible)

* Inoculation was ufed with great fuccefs, by many of the Militia

Battalions, during the late War.
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fible) to take care of them on the journey, and to

repreſent their feveral cafes to the Phyficians, or

Surgeons of the Hofpital ; but if one cannot be

fpared from the immediate Service of the Regiment,

an exact ftate of them fhould be drawn up by the

Surgeon, to be delivered by the Non-commiſſion-

officer.

CHA P. XI.

Of Recruiting, and what is to be particularly attended to

on that Duty.

A

A R T. I.

S Recruiting is a Duty attended with many dif

agreeable circumſtances to the Officers em-

ployed on it, and very often the caufe of their total

ruin, it is in a particular manner incumbent on the

Commander of a Regiment, to avoid if poffible, the

fending out fuch Gentlemen, whofe inexperience in

the Service, and whofe turn to extravagance , give the

ſtrongeſt reaſons to fuppofe them unqualified for fuch

an undertaking if he can prevail on Officers of a

ferious, prudent difpofition, to engage by choice in

this Duty, he does an effential piece of Service to

the Regiment, which, by that means, has a more

certain chance for getting good Recruits, than could

be expected from the faint endeavours ofMen, whoſe

pleaſures, principally, engroſs their thoughts ; how-

ever, ſhould he be obliged to have recourfe to fuch

improper perfons ( from the Rofter pointing it their

turn) no remedy is left, but to be as explicit as pof-

fible in his inftructions, and to fecure them by every

method in his power, from running into idle extra-

vagance and exceffes, or being impofed on by the

party given to affift them.

II.

The Qualifications requifite in a recruting Ser-

jeant, Corporal and Drummer, are of fo particular

a nature ,
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a nature, that very few can be called abfolutely

clever at the buſineſs : a certain degree of humour

and addreſs are principal requifites in the character ;

but as theſe talents are not to be expected in the gene-

rality of Soldiers, an Officer may think himſelf ex-

tremely fortunate, if the virtues of his party are con-

fined to honefty, fobriety and diligence : with fuch

Men, he may not be as expeditious in getting Re-

cruits, as if they were maſters of all the true per-

fections for recruiting, but in the end, he will have

reafon to be fatisfied with their conduct.

III.

Officers muſt be forbid to entertain a man, who,

by having incurred the cenfure of the civil law, is

obliged to offer himſelf for a Soldier, in order to

eſcape ſome heavy puniſhment, as fuch wretches re-

flect the higheſt diſhonour on the Corps which takes

them, by too frequently corrupting the morals of

raw and unexperienced lads, and leading them into

vices, which otherwiſe they could have never known :

thoſe who are diſcharged for miſbehaviour from ano-

ther Regiment, fhould not for the fame reafon be

received, let their figure be ever fo inviting.

IV.

Sailors and colliers never make good Soldiers , be-

ing accuſtomed to a more debauched and drunken

way of life , than what a private Centinel's Pay can

poffibly admit of; and of courſe foon become dif-

gufted with the Service, from which they fpeedily

defert, and are feldom again recovered, from the

opportunities that the nature of their profeffion

affords them, to remain concealed, in fpite of the

moft diligent and active ſearch.

V.

In-kneed, or fplay-footed Men fhould never be

enlifted, being, from the formation of their limbs,

unable to undergo the fatigue of tedious Marches :

thoſe with round ſhoulders, or paſt thirty years of

age, are alfo to be avoided, the firft never acquiring

an
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an upright carriage, and the others from the ftiffneſs

of their joints, feldom learning to handle their Arms

with dexterity.

VI.

Men with ruptures, fcald heads, convulfion-fits,

or other extraordinary complaints, ought on no ac-

count to be received, and very rarely one diſcharged

for a lameness, or particular infirmity, from another

Regiment, though, at the time he offers, he may to

all appearance feem perfectly cured, as it is odds,

when he again becomes tired of the Service, he will

feign the return of his old complaint, in order to

deceive, and thereby hope to obtain his diſcharge.

VII.

In time of Peace, no man fhould be entertained ,

who ſerved in another Regiment, unleſs it appears in

his diſcharge, that he was difmiffed at the defire of

his Friends, or unleſs the Corps he belonged to was

entirely difbanded, as it may otherwife be taken for

granted (particularly if he is a fine fellow) that ill be-

haviour was the caufe of his being diſcharged.

VIII.

If an Officer has reaſon to ſuſpect a man who offers

to enlift, for having been in the Service, though he

pofitively denies it, fome pretence fhould be made for

looking at his naked back , on which may perhaps be

found fome certain marks, to make that matter very

clear.

IX.

Young, active Men, from feventeen to twenty-

five years ofage, make the moſt tractable Soldiers ;

nor ſhould they be defired taller than fix feet, nor

lower than five feet, fix inches and a half, when cir-

cumſtances will admit fo great a nicety : a Man,

who from his fize must be unfit for the Battalion

Companies

*

* In time of War, the difficulty of raifing a fufficient number of

Men, makes it neceffary to difpenfe with many niceties, in regard to

Size and Figure.
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Companies of a Regiment, and yet, from the poor-

nefs of his figure, cannot be appointed to the Gre-

nadiers, fhould by no means be enlifted .

X.

Great attention must be paid to the faces, legs,

and ſhoulders of Recruits, and that the Lads under

eighteen have ftout * thick joints, and not too much

the look of being fet : fine hair is alfo particularly

defired, it being fo great an ornament and addition to

the appearance of a Soldier.

XI.

An apprentice fhould not be enlifted, without the

confent of his maſter, and taking up his indentures ;

for as he has a right t by law to claim him, it is

fcarcely worth the trouble and expence of attempt-

ing to convey him to the Regiment .

XII.

When a Recruit is once attefted, an Officer is on

no pretence to difmifs him from the Service (unlefs)

H he

* A certain indication of growth .

+ Lord CAMDEN's opinion (when Attorney - General) on appren-

tices enlifting for Soldiers.

Query 1. As it often happens, that apprentices enlift in the Army,

whether they can be detained from their maſters ?

Anfwer. I am ofopinion, they cannot, for an apprentice is not ſui

Juris, or capable of contracting against his indenture ; fo that, whether

he contracts with a private perfon, or with the Crown, as a Volunteer,

his contract, in both cafes, is void, and the apprentice muſt be deliver-

ed up, if he is reclaimed by his maſter.

Query 2. Whether the law requires, that upon being reclaimed by

their mafters, they fhould be abfolutely diſcharged from the Service, or

only, that they ſhould have a temporary Furlough, or leave of abſence,

for the time of their apprenticeſhip?

Anſwer. I think the apprentice muſt be abfolutely diſcharged , becauſe

the enlifting is void, by reafon ofthe inability in the apprentice to inlift

at all ; provided always, that he is demanded by his maſter ; for if he

gives him up, I think the enlifting good.

Query . Whether perfons, who have been enlifted while apprentices,

and difmiffed with fuch a Furlough or leave of abfence, can be proceed-

ed againſt as deferters, if upon proper notice, they do not repair totheir

Regiment, Troop, or Company, when their indentures are expired ?

Answer. The anſwer to the laft Query, will do for this likewife :

whenthe apprentice is once difmiffed, upon the mafter's claim, he is

difcharged for ever.

C. PRATT, Attorney- General.
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he is claimed as an apprentice or deferter) before he

obtains a diſcharge for that purpoſe, from the Com-

mander of the Regiment.

XIII.

It is the intereft of a Regiment, to give as high

an allowance to the Officers employed on the re-

cruiting Duty, as it's Fund will poffibly admit, that

they may be enabled to raife the better Men ; from a

certainty, that the greateft number of Guineas have

enfured the beft fuccefs, all over England, for fome

years paſt, and have engaged the fineft fellows : the

expences incurred by the Death or Defertion of a

Recruit, before he joins the Regiment, fhould alſo

in common juftice be allowed, otherwife , it cannot

be in the power of the most prudent and attentive

Officer, to avoid contracting debts.

XIV.

As it fometimes happens, that a man, when enliſted ,

is in every reſpect agreeable to the accruiting inftruc-

tions, yet, before he joins the Regiment, receives

fome accidental injury, which renders him unfit to

ferve ; it is however but reaſonable, in that cafe,

that an allowance fhould be made to the Officer who

enlifted him, of at leaft his expences, provided he

can prove fuch accident happened after enlifting ,

which can cafily be done, by the teftimony ofthe

Surgeon who examined him previous to it and on

this account, it muſt be obvious, of how much con-

fequence it is to an Officer, to have every Recruit

ftrictly infpected by a ſkilful Surgeon, before he per-

mits him to be atteſted.

XV.

Private-men are feldom more than an incumbrance

and expence to an Officer, when recruting, and fre-

quently reprefent their uſe and confequence on this

occafion, in a moft flattering light, merely from the

expectation of being in the way of conftant drinking,

and to avoid their Duty with the Regiment ; there-

fore ought not to be employed, unleſs for Servants ,

or
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or qualified to act as Corporals, except fomething re-

markable appears to change that refolution .

XVI.

Before an Officer quits the Regiment, to enter on

the recruiting Service, he fhould take the exact mea-

fure of the Regimental Standard, that he may not

act contrary to the inftructions, by enlifting Men of

too low a Size; and he ought to make it a rule * to

meaſure every Man himſelf, before he pays him any

partof his Levy Money, taking care, that nothing is

concealed between his feet and ſtockings , to help

his ftature : an Officer will find the advantage of

being exact in this particular.

XVII.

Recruits fo often vary in the accounts they give of

their age, on joining the Regiment, from what they

are returned by the Officers who enlift them , and by

that means are frequently rejected, that it very high-

ly concerns the recruiting Officers, to depend more

on a Man's looks , for determining his age, than on

what he calls himself: the common people are in ge-

neral fo ignorant in this point, that it is abfurd to

take a peafant's word, for being only twenty-five ,

when his appearance probably befpeaks him to be

many years advanced beyond that age ; and yet it

often happens.

XVIII.

The Arrears of a Serjeant, Corporal and Drum-

mer, on the Recruting Service, fhould remain with

the Company he belongs to, as a referve for neceffa-

ries, on his return to the Regiment, it being the

only ſtoppage which can conveniently be made from

them, during that time.

H 2 XIX. An

*Ayoung Officer belonging to a Marching Regiment, by neglecting

this precaution fome little time ago, and relying too much on the integri-

ty and experience of his Serjeant, had the misfortune ofhavingfeven Re-

cruits rejected out of eleven, and thereby loft a confiderable fum ofmoney.
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XIX .

An Officer ought carefully to read over his in-

ftructions, that he may not fail in any part ; he

fhould alſo give a copy of them (as far as relates to

the kind of Men to be enlifted) to each of his party,

that they may have no excufe for entertaining impro-

per perfons : he is to be remarkably exact in keeping

his accounts, and fhould once a week, at leaſt, exa-

mine, whether the cafh remaining in his hands for

the recruiting Service, added to the Levy-money of

the Recruits raiſed by him, with their * fubfiſtence,

his own, and the party's, amounts to the fum he has

received : by this conftant infpection of his affairs ,

he is always able to correct improper expences, and

can, with fatisfaction to his own mind, tranfmit his

accounts to the Commander ofthe Regiment, when-

ever he requires it, without the apprehenfion of a

reprimand, which is at all times to be confidered,

by Officers, in the moſt ferious light.

XX.

When a recruiting Party arrives in a town , where

it intends to beat up, the Chief Magiftrate is firſt to

be informed of that intention, and alfo the Com-

manding Officer of whatever Troops are quartered

there, it being a compliment to which they are in

fome reſpect entitled .

XXI.

If an Officer finds his Serjeant deferving of fuch

confidence, he ſhould never let him be without two

or three Guineas, to anſwer for fudden calls, which

may fuddenly happen in the courfe of Recruiting ,

but at the fame time muft infift on his rendering an

exact account of it, once a week, and returning

whatever balance remains then due by which me-

thod, he can be no great fufferer, fhould the Ser-

jeant's conduct prove contrary to the opinion he had

entertained of him. XXII. Nothing

* On the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment, Recruiting Officers are allowed no Sub-

fiftence for Recruits raifed in England, until they land in Ireland,
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XXII.

Nothing fhould ever be allowed a party, on pre-

tence of expences incurred by them, in attempting

to enliſt a man, as fuch demands (if admitted) will

be endlefs ; but for every Recruit approved of at

the Regiment, or who pays the penalty authorized

by law, for the relief of Soldiers enlifting haftily, an

Officer fhould give a certain fum (in proportion to

his own allowance) in fhares, among his party, viz.

two to the Serjeant, (as being fubject to more ex-

pence than the others, in endeavouring to get Men)

one to the Corporal, and one to the Druumer, but

not to be paid, until their return to the Regiment,

in order to clear off any debts they may have un-

avoidably contracted, whilft Recruiting.

XXIII.

They muft not be permitted to enlift a Man, whò

is not agreeable to the inftructions, in Size, Age, or

Figure, becaufe they imagine he will pay the penal-

ty, as fuch practices encourage many others, equally

as improper and all under-hand, unfair methods to

enlift Men, are to be diſcountenanced by an Officer,

by which he will gain reſpect, both for himſelf and

party, round the country, and the inhabitants will

never be fearful of mixing in their Company.

XXIV.

When a Man enlifts, who has a family depending

on him for fupport, and repents before it is lawful to

atteft him, it often happens, that by remitting the

penalty, an Officer recommends himſelf, in a parti-

cular manner, to the inhabitants, who in return may

ferve him on ſome other occafion, perhaps much

more for his intereft and advantage.

XXV.

An Officer muft be cautious of enlifting a man,

who is not an inhabitant in or near his recruiting

quarters, efpecially if he infifts on too much money,

as it may be almoſt certain, his intention is to defert

the very firft opportunity which offers : and , in gene-

ral,
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ral, an Officer fhould not be too ready at entertain-

ing men, whofe characters are not attefted by fome

perfon of Credit in the neighbourhood, as it is im-

poffible to be too exact and nice, in refpect of the

morals of recruits , that are to be incorporated in a

Regiment.

*

XXVI.

It is univerfally condemned, as one of thofe cir-

cumftances, which muft contribute greatly to damp

that kind of emulation, which ought to be encou-

raged amongſt the Soldiery, to enliſt a man, particu-

larly for a Serjeant or Corporal, unleſs he has well

known parts and qualifications , to merit fo extraor-

dinary a mark of notice : his being fworn for a Non-

commiffion-officer only, leaves him much more

maſter of his own conduct, than is confiftent with

good order and ftrict difcipline , and gives him an

affurance, that the moment he is reduced from that

ſtation, for any miſdemeanour, he can not be de-

tained to ferve as private, without abfolutely break-

ing through the terms on which he was enlifted , and

which he certainly has a right to infiſt on .

XXVII.

From the levy-money allowed to a Recruit, he

fhould be furnifhed with fhirts, fhoes and ftockings,

as far as it will go ; to which, if he does not readily

confent, or if he infifts on morethan is ufually given

to + drink his Majefty's health, there is great reafon to

fufpect him ofbeing an idle , ill -defigning fellow, and

therefore he ought to be cloſely looked to, or what

may anſwer better for the Officer, turned about his

bufinefs.

XXVIII.

An Officer fhould often examine into the ftate of

his Recruits Linen, to prevent embezzlement, which

is often the forerunner of defertion ; he muſt alſo be

attentive

* Thie only relates to old Corps, as new raiſed Regiments have often

no other method of acquiring Non-commiflion -officers .

† A Crown.
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attentive to their behaviour, fixing thofe he fufpects

the leaſt inclined to be irregular , under the immedi-

ate eye of the Serjeant or Corporal : their meffing

properly must not efcape his notice ; nor is he to

permit the fame negligence of drefs , as when they

were peaſants : a fmartneſs in their appearance may

attract fome other lads.

XXIX .

A recruiting party fhould, by a remarkable neat-

nefs in their drefs , and always appearing with the

air of formed Soldiers , draw on themſelves the atten-

tion of the country people ; and by a civil, fteady

behaviour, and never engaging in difputes and quar-

rels, fhould endeavour to merit their efteem, which

is the true and only method to enfure fuccefs, and to

do honour to the Corps they ſerve in.

XXX.

It muſt be a remarkable advantage to the Service ,

if a Captain was always ordered to fuperintend the

fubalterns and parties employed in the recruiting of a

Regiment; his ftation to be in ſome town, the moſt

convenient to the feveral recruiting quarters, and on

the road leading to the quarters of the Regiment :

the Serjeants and Corporals allotted him, fhould

only be employed , in conducting to the Regiment,

the Recruits fent in to the Captain by the different

parties ; by which, the inconvenience and delay that

often arifes, by fending the Serjeants and Corporals

(who ought to be actually employed in recruiting)

backwards and forwards with Recruits, quite to the

Regiment, would be totally removed.

XXXI.

When a Recruit is attefted, the Officer fhould, by

the firſt opportunity, tranfmit to the fuperintending

Captain, his name, age, fize and country, that he

may be enabled, once a week, to make a general re-

turn to the Commander of the Regiment, of the

fuccefs of the different parties ; and that he may alfo

judge by theſe reports, when a fufficient number of

Recruits
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Recruits are raiſed among all the Officers, worthaffem-

bling at his quarters, in order to be conducted to the

Regiment : the enlifting Certificates of the Recruits,

with thoſe of their character in the country where

they were enlifted, muft be fent with them, to be

delivered to the Commanding-officer.

XXXII.

In order to fave Officers the expence of fubfifting

Recruits to the Regiment, where probably they may

be rejected, for not being agreeable to the inftructi-

ons, the fuperintending Captain fhould have a power

as foon as he affembles a Squad at his quarters, to

object to thofe he imagines may not be approved of

by the Commanding-officer, and by the firft oppor-

tunity inform the Officers who raifed them, of his

opinion, leaving it afterwards to their choice, whe-

ther they will run the rifque of fending fuch doubt-

ful men to the Regiment, or have them immediately

difcharged ; which he can readily do, as he ſhould

have a parcel of blank difcharges, figned by a Field-

officer for that purpoſe : it will be worth the Officer's

confideration to take notice , that a Recruit, difmiffed

in this manner, need only have as many days pay

given to him, as are juſt neceffary to carry him to

the place he was enliſted at, whereas, if he is reject-

ed at the Regiment, he will at least be ordered a fort-

night's pay, and more, if he be not a native of the

kingdom he is difcharged in : it would be inhuman to

treat him otherwiſe, after taking him from his place

of refidence, although the expence muft fall upon

the Officer who enlifted him .

XXXIII.

If a Non-commiffion-officer or Drummer employ-

ed on the recruiting Duty, is guilty of a crime de-

ferving puniſhment, or is remarkably negligent and

idle, he ſhould be fent a prifoner to the fuperintend-

ing Captain, who may replace him by one of thofe

at his quarters ; the evidence againſt him, as taken

by the Officer of the party, must be inferted in his

profecution,
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profecution, which the Officer is to fign and tranf-

mit to the Captain, that he may fend it with the de-

linquent to the Regiment, by the firft opportunity,

to appear upon his tryal.

XXXIV.

Whenthe Subaltern-officers are ordered on the

recruiting ſervice , they fhould each receive twenty

pounds from the Pay-mafter, after which, all their

applications for money muſt be to the fuperintending

Captain, who alone ought to have a power of draw-

ingon the Agent for Regimental money ; and, that

the Officers may be reftrained from inconfiderately

involving themſelves in difficulties, the Captain muſt

be directed, not to remit them any money, until he

receives an exact account of their having expended

half the fum received by the Paymafter, on their

own and parties fubfiftence, the levy-money of Re-

cruits, and other allowable articles ; that being done

to his fatisfaction, he is to diſpatch a bill of twenty-

pounds, and is to proceed with the fame caution,

through the whole term of recruiting, never remit-

ting any money to an Officer, but when it appears

by his accounts, that ten pounds only remain in hand;

by this method, the moſt that any Officer can be in-

debted to the Regiment, on his return to it (let him

be ever fo imprudent) will be thirty pounds, which

he may contrive to get the better of, without being

under the diſagreeable neceffity of felling his com-

miffion a misfortune many Gentlemen have expe-

rienced, by having an unlimited licence to draw

upon the Agent .

XXXV.

That the Commander of the Regiment may be

affured of matters being conducted in a proper chan-

nel, and that the Recruiting Officers are acting with

Difcretion, the Captain who fuperintends them,

fhould once a month tranſmit him an account of his

Drafts upon the Agent, and likewife what he has

given to each of the Officers : and in order to pre-

I vent
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vent the frauds of ill defigning perfons, by drawing

bills upon the Agent, in the Captain's name, he

ought to be very particular in writing every Draft

himſelf, and his Name always in the fame manner ;

fhould number the bills, and make them payable in

a like number of Days, throughout the whole ; he

muſt alſo inform the Agent before-hand, with his in-

tentions of drawing on him, and fend the name of

the perfons, in whofe favour he intends to draw.

XXXVI.

The recruiting parties of a Regiment ſhould, in

gurog totheir feveral places of Rendezvous, keep as

long together, as is convenient, without going out

of their way, and ought to purſue their March with

the utmoſt regularity and order: the Officers com-

manding them, upon their arrival at the towns allot-

ted for each, ought to inform the fuperintending

Captain, that he may make a general report of it to

the Commander of the Regiment ; after which all

orders relative to the recruiting Service, fhould be

tranfmitted to the Captain, to be by him communi-

cated to the different Parties.

XXXVII.

A Recruit fhould not be meaſured or examined by

the Commanding-officer, until the morning after his

arrival at the Regiment, as the fatigue and hurry of

a March, to which he has probably been much un-

accuſtomed, generally reduces his Size at leaſt a quar-

ter of an inch, and alters his appearance in fuch a

manner, that a night's reft fcarcely recovers him ; it

would therefore be an injuftice to the Officer who

enlifted him, not to be allowed fo trifling an indul-

gence.

XXXVIII .

Regiments, which confine , themſelves to recruit in

particular counties, have generally the beſt fuccefs,

young

* Two or three perfons were executed fome few years ago, for forg-

ing Drafts from Recruiting-officers, upon their Agents.
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young Men being moft defirous of enlifting into a

corps, where they are certain ofmeeting many coun-

trymen, and perhaps relations ; befides, it is a fpur

towards raifing their ambition , to fee fome of their

friends, who probably enliſted only a few years be-

fore, return among them in the character of Non-

commiffion-officers, or fometimes in a higher ſtation .

CHA P. XII.

Of the Cloathing of a Regiment in general, with fome

Obfervations on the feveral Appointments of it.

As

ART. I.

S the ſtate in which the Cloathing is ufually fent

to a Regiment, requires many, alterations , to

make it perfect, and as nothing contributes more to

the good appearance of Soldiers, than having the

feveral appointments which compofe their Drefs, fit-

ted with the greateſt exactneſs, it is neceffary that no

pains be fpared, to accompliſh fo advantageous a de-

fign ; therefore, if the Quarter-maſter or fome other

Officer, upon an examination of every article, finds

them agreeable to the intentions of the Colonel, and

the patterns fealed by the board of General-officers,

at their annual review of cloathing (of which he

fhould make remarks in a return to the Commander

of the Regiment) all the taylors of the feveral Com-

panies ought to be affembled , under the direction of

the ſobereſt, and moſt ingenious of the whole, in

fome convenient place, in order to make a general

alteration .

II.

From the natural difpofition of thefe taylors to ir-

regularity and drunkennefs, it will be neceffary to

lay them under fome reftraint, for which purpoſe,

a Centinel muſt be pofted on the room they

work in, to prevent diforders, and to compel them

to remain the ftated hours at work ; the Quarter-

maſter and his Serjeant are likewiſe frequently to vifit

them ,
I 2
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them, in orderto puniſh thofe, who do not ftrictly

conform to the directions given for altering the

feveral Articles.

III.

Whilst the Taylors are working on any of the Ap-

pointments, they are by no means to receive the

fmalleft part of payment for it, except what is requi-

fite for thread and other materials, which the Quar-

ter-mafter ferjeant is to fee laid out, as it would

otherwiſe be impoffible to keep them fober, or con-

ſtant to their work ; but when all is finifhed, their

whole demand fhould be paid to the Quarter-mafter,

that he mayfee everyman receives his juft proportion.

IV.

The Coats are firſt to be altered , beginning with

thofe of the Grenadiers, and fo regularly onby Com-

panies, every Man's meaſure being taken by the

Mafter-taylor in the exacteft manner : but previous

to any alteration, they fhould be foaked in clean

water, to prevent their fhrinking after being fitted,

which coarſe cloth is otherwife apt to do.

V.

When the Coats of a Company are altered, the

Officer commanding it muſt carefully examine, if

every Man is exactly fitted, without wrinkles in any

part, at the fame time that he is not confined, either

in his arms or fhoulders ; he is alfo to infift on the

Lining, Lapells, Cuffs and Seams being worked in

the ſtrongeſt manner ; that the Lace be well fewed

on, the Collar high and tight about the Neck, and

that the Cuffs be in length, juſt to the joint of the

Wrift: it will alfo require a very nice infpection, to

be affured, that a juft proportion, agreeable to the

Pattern, is obſerved in the Lapells, Cuffs and Loops

of the Lace, which otherwife will be very irregular .

VI.

Long Skirts to a Soldier's Coat are extremely in-

convenient and tirefome upon a March, efpecially

through dirty roads; befides they drown his Size, and

take
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take from his appearance that fort ofſmartneſs , which

is generally admired : fhewing two of the lower

Buttons of the Breeches Knee, exclufive of that

upon the Band, allows as great a length to the Skirt,

as ought to be, and will , by anfwering all the neceffa-

ry purpoſes of keeping the Soldiers' thighs fufficient-

ly warm upon Service, obviate the objections uſually

made againſt ſhort Coats.

VII.

A Soldier's Coat fhould always be tight over the

Breaſt (without reftraint) for the fake of fhewing his

figure to more advantage ; on which account, and

to prevent that part from flying back, and being there-

bytroubleſome in the performance of the Exercife,

Cloth Loops, with a ſmall button and hole to them,

fhould be fixed upon the infide of the Coat, about

an inch from the edge of each Lapel, and juſt above

the pit of the ftomach.

VIII.

Pockets in the fide Plaits of a Soldier's Coat muſt

always make the Skirts fwell out, and hang in an

aukward manner, whenever any thing is carried in

them, therefore fhould be fixed where Pockets ufual-

ly are in a full fkirted Coat, with the difference of

being onthe infide, inftead of the outfide of it.

IX.

As the tucking back the ſkirts of a Soldier's Coat,

contributes to his marching light, and adds confide-

rably to the ſmartneſs of his air, he ſhould be obliged

to keep them always in that poſition, which may rea-

dily be done, byfewingthe binding Lace of the front

and back part of the fkirts, upon the Lining, inſtead

of the Cloth; this will alfo be an ornament to the

Coat, as that Lace muft otherwife be hid : and to

render it ſtill more out of his power to let them down

(a kind of flovenlyneſs, in which Soldiers are happy

to indulge themſelves, when from under the imme-

diate eye of their Officers) the corners of the ſkirts

fhould be cloſed by a laced cloth-loop, or fome other

fancied
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* fancied ornament, firmly fewed acroſs them ; un-

leſs a Regiment be on Service, in which caſe, that

muſt be changed for a hook and eye, occafionally to

let looſe the ſkirts upon the thighs, for the fake of

warmth to the Soldiers in their Tents, and on all

night-duties, which are the only times, they fhould

ever be allowed to unhook them.

X.

Capes, befides being ornamental to a Soldier's

Coat, are beyond doubt extremely uſeful, in defend-

ing his neck from rain and cold, when Centry onan

expofed bleak Poft : they fhould not however be

broader than three Fingers ; and to prevent their

rifing, when not required, ought to button upon the

upper Buttons of the Lapells.

XI.

The wings to Grenadiers and Drummer's Coats are

better of an oval fhape, than ſquare, as the points

of the latter foon curl up, and thereby never after

look ſo ſmart and tight upon the fhoulders ; and will

be found to anſwer the defign of adding to their

breadth, to the full as much as fquare ones : the Ser-

jeants of Grenadiers ought to be diftinguiſhed by

thefe kind of wings to their Coats, from the other

Serjeants, as much as the private Men of that Com-

pany are from thoſe of the Battalion ones.

XII.

The Cuff of a Soldier's Coat fhould never be

wider, than juſt to admit his hand with eaſe : laying

afide the fuperior Look of it above a large one, it

certainly, from being cloſe about the wrift, is infi-

nitely warmer, and enables a Man to handle his

Firelock with greater dexterity, as he meets with no-

thing to entangle in the Lock of it, or in any parti-

cular to incommode his performance.

XIII. The

* Onefmall Granade, with a neat Fuſe of a different Colour, fixed

upright on the joining of the Skirts, is a proper diftinction for the Coats

of Grenadiers, and has a pretty Effect.
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XIII.

The buttons on the cloathing of a Regiment (if

white) ſhould be always made of good metal, and

never of pewter, as it otherwife will be impoffible

for Soldiers to preſerve them in that ſtate of bright-

nefs, which at all times muſt be infifted on, particu-

larly, if they are figured with the number of the

Corps it fhould alſo be obſerved, that the buttons

are fixed on firm , with ftrong leather thongs run

through the fhanks, as cloth ones will never hold

them on.

XIV.

The coats of all the Companies being properly

fitted, to the fatisfaction of the Officers command-

ing them, and laid up carefully in the regimental

ftores, with the name of each man ftitched upon the

collar, and alſo the name of the taylor who altered

it (that in cafe any thing afterwards fhould appear de-

fective, it may at once be known, on whom to fix

the blame) the breeches are next to be altered , and

inſpected with the fame attention , that the coats were ;

they muſt be made to fit fmooth and tight upon the

thighs, to cover well the knee-pan ; to come very

high upon the hips, with a broad waiſtband capable

of holding three large buttons : it fhould alfo be in-

fifted on, that they are worked both ſtrong and uni-

form in every reſpect, and that a ftrap of cloth be

ftitched firmly between the thighs, which can readily

be renewed, when worn out, and will contribute

much to their doing greater fervice.

XV.

Buckles to the knee-bands of a Soldier's breeches

are improper, both on account of the expence, and

becauſe their tongues are perpetually wearing out the

ftraps a button anfwers every purpoſe of keeping

the knee-band tight ; five therefore (including that

upon the band) are fufficient for each knee, as a

greater number looks too crouded ; a falling flap to

the breeches, with two large buttons to fix it to the

waift-
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waiſt-band, appears always tight and ſmooth, and is

to be preferred to any other: one croſs pocket of a

moderate depth, is all a Soldier need defire in his

breeches, as it will anfwer every purpoſe he can want.

XVI.

The red breeches, ufually given to the Infantry, in

a very ſhort time change to a footy brick-colour, and

never after have a clean appearance, let the wearer

be ever fo well diſpoſed to keep them in good order,

befides, when once they get ftains, it becomes ex-

tremely difficult to remove them ; breeches of white.

cloth on the contrary, have at all times a neatneſs in

them, which is very pleaſing to the eye ; and as they

can, if ever fo dirty, be recovered to their original

whiteness, by the affiftance of bran and whiting mixt,

it furely is worth the confideration of a Regiment,

to prefer them to the Red ones, efpecially, as the

expence of both may be reduced exactly to the fame,

and asthe difference between the colour and the coat,

muft produce a contraſt, to be much admired in a

Soldier's dreſs.

XVII.

The breeches being fitted with the utmoft exact-

nefs, are to be laid up in ftore, marked upon the

waift-bands in the fame manner as the coats were,

until the Commander of the Regiment chufes to fee

both upon the men, which he ought always to do,

before they are delivered out for good and all, as

faults may poffibly have eſcaped the Officers of Com-

panies, which he perhaps may difcover : fuch repeat-

ed infpections infure exactnefs, and are a cheque

upon the taylors, not to run through the work, in a

careleſs, idle manner.

XVIII.

Upondelivery ofthe coats and breeches tobe worn

bythe men at pleaſure (which need not be, until

about a month before the general review, in order

to make at that time the better appearance) the old

coats fhould be turned into waiſtcoats, conformable

to
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to the pattern fixed on by the Commanding-officer :

they muſt be made to button low upon the waiſtband

of the breeches, the fkirts to fall back, and to be

about nine inches in length, from the lower button-

hole ; the lace and lining fhould be fewed extremely

ftrong in every part ; and that no fraud may be com-

mitted on this occafion, the Officers commanding

Companies ought to give them a minute inſpection,

before they are delivered to the men, as in truth

they muſt every article, which paffes through the tay-

lor's hands, elfe many impofitions will be attempted.

XIX.

No directions are on any account to be taken from

a Soldier, in making up the feveral parts of his ap-

pointments, but the pattern fixed on by the Com-

manding-officer, for each article , is to be moſt ſtrictly

obferved, for which the mafter-taylor fhould be an-

fwerable, as he is not to fuffer any thing to appear

before an Officer, until he has thoroughly examined

it.

XX..

When a Regiment is in a fettled way, in time of

peace, there can ſcarcely be an excufe for not having

the drefs ofthe Soldiers, at all times, perfectly neat,

but when for duty or otherwife to appear on a parade,

it fhould be unexceptionable in every point ; it muft

therefore be confidered, that a Soldier's conftantly

wearing the fame coat, on all occafions, for an entire

year, without the aid of ſomewhat elſe to fave it, in a

great meaſure deprives him ofthe ability to act agree-

able to the wiſhes of his Officers in that refpect ; for

which reaſon, it fhould (as may very well happen) be

contrived, to avoid cutting up the old coats at the

uſual time, by making the red waiſtcoats * ferve two

years : this œconomy is requifite for one year only,

andK 1

* To carry this ſcheme the better into execution, it will be neceffary

for the red waistcoats to be new laced and trimmed up the fecond year.
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*

and afterwards enables the Soldiers, always to have

a clean coat to drefs in.

XXI.

Ifit is permitted, that a Regiment fhould make an

extraordinary fmart appearance upon particular oc-

cafions, the Soldiers may be furniſhed with waiſtcoats

of white, good cloth, about four fhillings and eight-

pence each in value, which fhould never be worn,

but with the beſt coats, and will, by being only then

ufed,, ferve extremely well two years : this may at

firft appear too great an expence for a Soldier to bear,

but will in fact be otherwiſe, as by the white waiſt-

coats being worn in dreſs , the red ones are fo in com-

mon with the worſt coats, and therefore need not be

laced, nor of courſe, ſo high a price given for making

them the faving on theſe two articles, in two years,

will reduce the charge against the Soldiers, for this

white waiſtcoat, to † one fhilling and fix-pence only,

which muft furely be confidered as a trifle, if put in

competition with fo high an improvement to his

drefs : befides, it is to be obferved, that though this

charge of one fhilling and fix-pence takes place every

fecond year againſt the Soldier, yet after the expira-

tion

Eftimate of the expence of a White Cloth Waiſtcoat, to ſerve a

Soldier for two years.

To offtrong cloth, for fronts, at 55. 6d. per yard

of frize, for backs, at 1s. 4d. per yard

of baize, for lining, at 1s. 10d. per yard

14 buttons, if bought at Birmingham

Making and mohair

Expence ofthe Waiſtcoat

Making a plain Red Waiſtcoat from a Coat, the fecond

year

Total expence for two years

-

Deduct the Colonel's two year's allowance, for

turning old Coats into Waiſtcoats

Alfo his allowance for Waiſtcoat Lace for the

fame time -

}

P/W

1. S. d.

2 03/140

O 8

O II

O

O
O
O

+
O

O
O

2
9

9

9
8

5 2

O 2

O I 8-0 3 8

- 6Expence to the Soldier in two years
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tion ofthe two firſt years of his wearing a white waiſt-

coat it will be needleſs to cut up his old coat, for an

every day waiſtcoat, as the old white one then in his

poffeffion for two years, will ferve extremely well in

common dreſs, for the enfuing year ; by which means,

he will have his old coat to difpofe of, and will have

the fame in his power every fecond year, as long as

white waiſtcoats are continued in the Regiment, agree-

able to the fyftem here propofed : now as it is be-

yond all doubt, that one oftheſe old coats will fell in

any town, from four to five fhillings, it is evident,

how highly a Soldier is a gainer in the end, and how

greatly he is indulged, by being provided with fuch a

waiſtcoat every ſecond year.

XXII.

One pair of cloth breeches being infufficient to

ferve a Soldier for a year, he ſhould be furniſhed with

another of white, foft ticking, of about two fhillings

and fix-pence value, to be made exactly after the

form of the cloth ones in the fummer months, and

on marches at all feaſons, the coolneſs of theſe

breeches will be very convenient and pleafing to the

Men, and, befides the neatnefs of their appearance ,

are the cheapeſt that can be made of new materials,

and very near as much fo, as thofe, which it is very

poffible to contrive from the fpare cloth of the old

coats, after making up the waiſtcoats, as the ex-

pence attending a pair of that kind, cannot be re-

duced, by every method of economy, to very little

lefs than eighteen pence, unleſs there be old Tents

in ftore, unfit to ferve another Campaign, which

may be appropriated for lining to them.

*

K 2 XXIII. Every

* One yard and a half of coarfe linen for lining at 8d.

peryard

Making

5. d.

I O

O 6

1 6
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XXIII.

Every Soldier fhould be provided with a red cap,

lined with coarſe linen , and turned up in the front,

by a ſmall, ſtiff flap of the facings of the Regiment,

with an occafional falling cape, to defend and cover

the neck from the extremities of violent weather :

when the cloathing is entirely finiſhed every year,

they can be eafily made up from the remains of the

old cloth, and will be found of infinite uſe, on all

Night-duties, and thofe of fatigue, befides many

other occafions, when the hats muft otherwiſe be

worn, and confiderably damaged.

XXIV.

The fame attention muſt be fhewn, in altering and

fitting all the Appointments of a Recruit, on his join-

ing the Regiment, as to thofe of the other men ; and

as foon as his cloathing is delivered to him, the Ser-

jeant or Corporal of the Squad of Infpection, to

which he is fixed, fhould immediately difpofe of all

his coloured cloaths, in his preſence, to the beſt ad-

vantage, and return the money, arifing from the fale

of them, to whoever keeps the Company's accounts,

to be credited to the Recruit, towards the expence of

altering his Regimentals , providing Gaiters, &

XXV.

As the cuſtom of the Army has eſtabliſhed it part

of the Duty of a Soldier, who is a Taylor, to work

for his Brother-Soldiers, a proper ufe is to be made

of it, by fixing a reaſonable ſtated price on every

Sufficient prices for Regimental Work done by Taylors.

For a Serjeant's Coat altering

His Breeches altering

Making his Red Waiſtcoat laced

Making it plain

A Drummer or Fifer's Coat altering

His Breeches altering

Making a Waistcoat from his old Coat, laced

Making it plain

A private Man's Coat altering
ད

article

6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

S. d.

4

8

S
H
O
H
O
H
O
O

O IO

4
9
6
8
0

O

His
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article they work, elſe it cannot be in a Soldier's

power to anſwer the expences, which probably may

be required, for the unavoidable improvement of his

drefs ; nor need the Taylors be diffatisfied with fuch

a regulation, as they are generally exempt from

every Duty, whilft employed on the Regimental

work.

XXVI.

The cocking a Soldier's hat in a becoming man-

ner, being a principal ornament to his appearance,

fhould be very much attended to ; the fhort, fmart

cock is certainly moſt adapted to a military man, as

it gives a fort of Martial Air, adds to his Height,

and always fits firm on his head : four inches and a

half are enough for the breadth of the leaves, as any

thing above that fize, drowns the face, unleſs it be

remarkably full and broad : the utmoft exactneſs muſt

be obſerved, in reducing all the hats of a Regiment

to this dimenfion, and fixing fuch an uniformity in the

cocking ofthe whole, that the niceft eye may not be

able to perceive a difference.

XXVII.

In order to prevent the front cock ofthe hat, from

fqueting to a pinch, a piece of whalebone, of about

four inches long, fhould be fewed on the infide of that

part and that there may not be the fmalleft diffe-

rence, in the method of wearing all the hats of a Re-

giment, a narrow bit of black tape, about half an inch

long, muſt be fewed cloſe to the lining , upon that

part of the hat which lies exactly over the nofe, when

put on in a proper manner ; by which, it will be im-

poffible

His Breeches altering

Making a Waiſtcoat from his old Coat, laced

Making it plain.

Making a Serjeant's Breeches entire

Do. a Drummer, Fifer, or Private-Man's Breeches

Making a Foraging Cap, in general

Do. Long Gaiters

Do. Short Gaiters

Do. White linen Gaiter Tops

+
9
6
9
6
2
6
4
2

O
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
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poffible for a Soldier, to have an excufe, for twifting

the front cock more to the right or left, than fhould

be ; and it will alfo enable, even the most unexpe-

rienced Officer, by cafting his eye to this mark, to

be at once affured, whether the hats of his Com-

pany are worn agreeable to the orders of the Regi-

ment.

XXVIII.

To prevent the hats from ever falling off at exer-

cife, or to be moved improperly upon their heads,

and thereby give the Soldiers a pretence for the

leaft unſteadinefs under arms, two narrow pieces of

tape, as near the colour of each man's hair as can be,

fhould be fewed to the lining, and from thence come

round the back of the head, there to be faftened by

a very ſmall hook and eye, exactly under the plat of

the hair.

XXIX .

•

Unleſs the laces of the Soldier's hats are made of

mohair (which is firft to be preferred, for the rich-

nefs and gloffinefs of its look) thofe of linen will an-

fwer beft, as they can always be kept clean, by the

affiftance of pipe-clay fcraped in water, and that,

without the trouble of taking off; woollen lace upon

the contrary, foon gathers dirt , or turns of a yellow

hue, which nothing can remove, unleſs they are fre-´

quently taken off, and ftoved with brimftone : ano-

ther great advantage attending the linen laces , is,

that they can always be eafily replaced, when worn

out, at a very trifling * expence, and by that means,

the Hats may be kept compleatly laced at all times :

a Thread-taffel from the right corner of the Hat,

with a white linen-tape-band, adds greatly to the

ſmartneſs of it, and can, by wafhing , be kept con-

ftantly as clean as the hat-lace, which will not be the

cafe, ifmade of woollen materials, as has been above

accounted for the Button-loops alfo fhould, for the

fame

* One yard and † of linen, at 2s . per yard, will lace 18 hats.
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fame reaſon, be oflinen-tape, about a finger's breadth,

elſe it will fhew to no advantage in the Hat.

XXX.

It ſhould ſtrongly be infifted on, that the manufac-

turers of Soldiers Hats do not ufe glue, for ftiffening

them, as the confequence attending it, is a whitifh

kind offcab, that overfpreads the Hat, in leſs than a

month's wear, which all the pains taken by a Soldier,

cannot remove, without the affiftance of a hatter ;

the expence of which is heavy on him, as the fame

application muſt be often made, from the impoffibility

of effectually removing the original defect it being

needleſs to have the Hats broader in the leaves than

four inches and a half, they of courfe require very

little ftiffening to keep them up , when cocked ; and

by omitting it, one dreffing only will be fufficient,

to keep them in good order through the year, pro-

vided the Men are obliged to apply a mixture of log-

wood and water occafionally, to whatever part they

perceive is growing rufty, which, with afmall brufh to

lay it on, the Serjeants and Corporals of the Squads of

infpection, fhould have always ready ; the expence

of this will not amount to above one farthing a year

to eachman, even were they to pay for it, and will be

of infinite confequence, in preferving the colour of

their hats.

XXXI.

When it is in the power of a Regiment to keep a

fecond coat, for the men to drefs in, the fame œco-

nomy fhould be uſed to preſerve a fecond hat, by

which, the whole of their appointments will be equally

good ; and when that is the cafe , the every-day hats

ſhould be dreſſed up plain, with linen hat-bands, taf-

fels , and cocking loops, which will contribute much

to the ſmartneſs of their appearance, befides making

a change in the Soldiers common drefs, from that

which fhould diftinguifh them on duty, and many

other occafions : the carriage of thefe fecond coats

and hats upon a march, is the only objection, which

can
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can be raiſed againſt their being preferved, in the

manner before propofed ; but furely, a Captain, who

would not at his own expence (if no other method.

could be contrived) convey them for his Company,

on fuch occafions, muſt have very little zeal for the

fervice, or the reputation of his Corps.

XXXII.

Hair cockades are ftrongeſt, and of courfe fitteft

for Soldiers ; they ſhould be of a fixed pattern, with

the edges as plain as poffible, that they may be the

lefs liable to retain duft, and thereby be the eaſier

cleaned with oil, which nouriſhes the hair, and al-

ways gives them a black and gloffy look.

XXXIII.

The fhirts annually given to the Non-commiffion-

officers and Soldiers, as ſmall mounting, on the Bri-

tiſh eſtabliſhment, from the indifference of the work,

can be oflittle uſe, unleſs taken to pieces, and made

up properly, with a ruffle at the bofom, which is an

ornament, that fhould always be added to a Soldier's

fhirt : the fhoes too , delivered at the fame time, fel-

dom hold together a day's march, in wet and dirty

weather, if not entirely made over again ; and

though fuch alterations are hard upon a Soldier, he

will yet find himſelf in fome fort repaid, by the fer-

vice he muſt receive from both, in compariſon to

what would otherwiſe be the cafe.

XXXIV.

The yarn ftockings ufually given to the Private-

men, as part of their fmall mounting, on the fame

eſtabliſhment, are generally fo ill fhaped and coarſe,

as not to be even fit for wearing under gaiters, it muſt

therefore be an advantage, to get a better kind,

charging the difference of the price ( if neceffary) to

the Soldiers and indeed, was no part of the ſmall

mounting to be iffued, but in lieu of it, feven fhil-

lings and fix-pence to each man (as is the cafe on the

Iriſh eſtabliſhment) it would anfwer infinitely better

for the advantage of the Soldiery.

XXXV. Black
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XXXV.

Black stocks , befides having a more foldierly ap-

pearance than white ones, are a faving to the men in

point of waſhing, and do not fhew the dirt of a ſhirt,

fo much, after a day's wear : two will be neceffary

for each man ; one of horſe-hair for common ufe ;

the other of Manchefter velvet for drefs : and it will

contribute much to the fmartnefs of both, to edge

them with ſcarlet cloth : the ends for the clafps to fix

in, are beſt of leather, as that will laft while the

ftocks do.

XXXVI.

It is a miſtaken œconomy in Officers, to buy very

coarfe linen for their Soldiers fhirts ; that of one fhil-

ling and four-pence a yard is the cheapeſt, from

which any material fervice can be expected : four

fhirts (three of which fhould be perfectly good) are as

few as a Soldier can difpenfe with, to fupport that

neatneſs, which at all times fhould diſtinguiſh him

lefs than three yards and a half ought never to be put

in one, unleſs the man, for whom it is defigned, be

extremely low and thin, as it is a certainty , that the

longer and larger they are made, the greater ſervice

may be expected from them : care mult be taken ,

that they are worked both neat and ſtrong, with but-

tons at the collar, which fhould not be allowed to

turn over the ſtock, above an inch, to prevent its be-

ing entirely hid : the ruffle at the bofom, need not

exceed two inches in breadth, and it will be an addi-

tion to the look of the fleeves, (which otherwiſe ap-

pear quite naked) to ornament their flits, with an

half inch ruffle : eight pence a piece is a fufficient al-

lowance for fhirts made agreeable to theſe directions,

nor fhould the women be ever fuffered to demand a

farthing more.

XXXVII.

Two pair ofgood fhoes are indifpenfably neceffary

for a Soldier, as he muft otherwife be obliged (if de-

pending on one pair) after a wet day's march, to give

L them

1
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them a hafty drying by the fire, which not only cracks

the leather, but is the certain method of fhrinking

them in fuch a manner, as to give the greateft pain

and trouble to the wearer : the beft fhoes will be al-

ways found the cheapeſt, and it will be neceffary to

ftrengthen their heels, with fome ſmall nails : the

toes fhould be round and flat ; the firaps full large

enough to fill the buckle ; and the quarters high,

tight, and ſhort , for the advantage of the gaiters

being fitted well : the Officers commanding companies

ought not to permit a pair of fhoes to be delivered to a

man, until they have examined, whether they are

made conformable to thefe directions, elfe every

Soldier will certainly indulge his own particular tafte ,

in the faſhion of his fhoes, without confidering any

other advantage : befides two pair of fhoes, a Soldier

fhould have a pair of foles and heels in his Knapfack,

by which means, he can never be diftreffed, fhould

his fhoes want mending on a march, as a fhoe-maker

of the Company can always do them , and that with

feaſoned leather, which might not be the cafe, was

he to take the immediate chance of the country for

it.

XXXVIII.

The greateft uniformity fhould be obferved, in the

colour of the ſtockings, through a Regiment, as no-

thing more offends the eye, than a variety in this par-

ticular : white, befides being moſt ſhowy, is the rea-

dieft colour to be obtained in all places ; nor will they

be found fo difficult to keep clean, as thofe of a grey-

ifh kind (which next to white, are the only coloured

ftockings, that can decently be admitted for a Soldier's

wear) becauſe the ſmalleſt application ofthe pipe-clay,

ufed for the Accoutrements, effectually cleans them,

unless they are too far gone in dirt : four pair of

ftockings fhould at leaſt be each Soldier's ſtock, three

of which to be of fine yarn, eighteen-pence a pair,

and

* A gaiter will never fit well upon a ſhoe with long quarters.
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and the fourth of thread, worth about two fhillings

and four-pence, to wear on Sundays and other par-

ticular occafions : all thefe ftockings fhould be knit,

being ftronger by many degrees than woven ones ;

they muft alfo be well fhaped , long enough both in

the feet and legs, and full large in every part : run-

ning them in the heels will ftrengthen them exceed-

ingly, therefore every Soldier fhould learn that piece

ofœconomy, as well as to mend his ftockings, it being

very praife worthy, befides faving him a conftant ex-

pence.

XXXIX.

Gaiters being firft defigned to prevent the dirt

and gravel from getting into the fhoes, and thereby

galling the Soldiers feet upon a March, the greateſt

pains fhould be taken to anſwer thoroughly that pur-

poſe, by ſhaping them to the leg without wrinkles, to

come down low upon the quarters of the fhoe, and

to have their tongues full large enough to cover the

buckles, without rifing from them, on every motion

of the foot : ftout grey linen anfwers beft for gaiters

to be blacked, and as that fort only are, with great

propriety, for fome time paft , in general uſe through-

out the Army (white gaiters being merely for parade

and fhow, and by no means calculated for a Soldier's

convenience) they do not require being made longer,

than juſt to meet the kneeband of the breeches, as a

ftiff-leather top, like thofe to huzzar boots, is occa-

fionally added to them, which buckles behind above

the calf, entirely covers the pan of the knee, defends

it when kneeling in the ftrings, and is a confiderable

addition to the good appearance of the leg : fmall

horn, or metal buttons, without * fhanks, are beſt

adapted to thefe gaiters, as they will laft for years ;

and it will contribute greatly to their fitting tight and

ſmooth upon the leg, to have the buttons fet on, as

thickL 2

* Shanks to gaiter -buttons hurt the Soldiers legs, when lying on the

Guard-bed.
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thick as poffible, and to have a double ftrap of ſtrong

leather, to come under the fhoe, to keep the tongue

from rifing.

XL.

White linen tops , like thoſe worn by the Cavalry,

preferve the breeches from being foiled, by the lea-

ther ones, and give a ftriking neatneſs to a Battalion :

they muſt be made to button tight upon the knee, to

rife four inches above the leather top, and to fink

about two inches under the gaiters, in order to cover

the ſtockings, on the back of the leg , above the calf,

which otherwife will not appear to any great advan-

tage.

XLI.

As long gaiters confine and heat the Soldiers legs

too much, upon a march, in warm weather, it will

be prudent to furniſh them with black ſhort ones, to

rife only to the fwell ofthe calf, with a fmall peak at

the top ofthe back feam, and made in every other

particular, like the long gaiters : and as they are

confiderably cheaper, it muſt be economy to wear

them on all occafions, when the others can be dif-

penſed with ; befides, a Commanding-officer will

very much confult the good appearance of his Regi-

ment by it, as Soldiers never look fo tight, or well

prepared for any fervice, as when dreffed in gaiters

of this kind, efpecially, if uniformity has been efta-

bliſhed in the colour of their ftockings, and that a

neat black leather garter be buckled below the knee,

XLII.

Uniformity fhould be particularly obferved, in the

Stock-clafps, and the Shoe and Garter-buckles, which

may be got of any pattern, extremely cheap at Bir-

mingham Shoe-buckles of a roundifh form are to

be preferred to fquare ones, as they never cut the

tongue of the Gaiter : and it will be found more con-

venient to have the ftuds for fixing the Stock to the

Clafps, on the infide, rather than the outſide , as they .

are otherwiſe perpetually catching, either in the rib-

band
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band of the hair, or in the lining of the Collar of the

Coat : the Buckles uſed for the black Garters, will

alſo anſwer for the Leather-tops worn with long Gai-

ters, as they cannot interfere with one another, be-

ing never ufed at the fame time.

XLIII.

Square knapſacks are moſt convenient , for packing

up the Soldier's neceffaries, and fhould be made with

a divifion, to hold the ſhoes, black-ball and bruſhes,

ſeperate from the linen : a certain ſize muſt be deter-

mined on for the whole, and it will have a pleafing

effect upon a March, if care has been taken, to get

them of all white goat-fkins, with leather-flings well

whitened, to hang over each fhoulder ; which me-

thod makes the carriage of the Knapfack much

eafier, than acroſs the breaft, and by no means fo

heating.

XLIV.

On Service, a Soldier cannot conveniently get

through the Duties of aCampaign ,without a Haverfack

of ftrong, coarfe, grey linen (which is always iffued.

as part ofthe Camp-equipage) to carry his bread and

provifions on a March ; therefore need not be deem-

ed a part of his appointments, nor provided with that

exactneſs, which fome Regiments always practiſe :

whenever fuch things are delivered to the Men, the

Name ofthe Owner, with the Number ofthe Regi-

ment and Company he belongs to, fhould be marked

on them, to prevent their being mixt or loft among

thofe of other Corps.

XLV.

As every attention fhould be obſerved, for making

Soldiers comfortable, and able to perform their Duty,

without injury to their conftitutions, a proper number

of * Huzzar- cloaks ought to be provided, for the ufe,

of

* Huzzar-cloaks are more convenient for Centinels, than any other

kind, as by throwing back the fhort Flaps ofthem, their Hands are quite

difengaged to handle their Arms,
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ofthe Centries, towards the clofe of a Campaign , and

in Winter-quarters, both in War and Peace : blue is

the moſt lafting colour, and they must be in length

below the calf of a middle fized man's leg, be very

wide and full, and have a large falling cape, to cover

the head occafionally under the cape , the number

of the Company each Cloak is made for, fhould be

marked in red, large letters, to prevent their being

mixt, and that each Company may be always anſwer-

able for their own : whether carriages, or only horſes

are allowed upon a march, they fhould be carefully

folded up, and carried bythe Companies, as their uſe

and advantage are, on many occafions, moft fenfibly

experienced by the Soldiers, who, when no other

fund can be contrived for providing them, are always

ready to acquiefce in a ſtoppage for that purpoſe ;

but this muſt be the laft refource.

J

XLVI.

It is impoffible to be too exact and particular, in the

form and fhape of all the different fort of caps worn

by a Battalion, as the eyes of every ſpectator are at

once attracted by them : thofe of fur entirely, or elfe

embroidered, with an edging of fur only, and a tail

falling carelessly to the right ſhoulder, are allowed the

moft becoming ones for Grenadiers, Fifers, and

Drummers, and if not made too tall , fit very firm on

the head whereas thofe, which are not improperly

likened to a candle-extinguifher, from their height

and ſhape, fſtand expoſed to every blaft of wind, and

by that means keep the wearers in conftant employ-

ment, to hold them on : Jack-leather-caps, fome-

what fhaped like thofe worn by the Light-Dragoons,

anfwer beft for Pioniers, as they are ftrong, and

therefore fuited to the kind of work they often are

employed in ; which being generally in the open air,

and under the influence of the hotteft fun, a contri-

vance fhould be made , to let the front flaps down

cccafionally to fhade their eyes.

XLVII. In
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XLVII.

In order to preſerve the good appearance of the

Grenadiers, Drummers, and Fifers caps, a painted

linen-cover fhould be given to each man, to be worn

over them on marches, or on duty in wet and dufty

weather ; and that they may be always prepared

againſt every accident, which may hazard the ſpoil-

ing of the caps, they must be obliged to parade with

the painted covers, hanging by a ſmall loop, from the

right hip button of the coat, and confined within the

tuck of their ſkirts.

XLVIII.

To prevent as much as poffible, the leaft embez-

zlement of the neceffaries, with which a Soldier is

provided, and to give a greater chance for the difco-

very ofthefts, all their linen articles fhould have the

name of the owner, with the number of the Regi-

ment and Company he belongs to, marked with, a

mixture of vermilion and nut-oil, which when per-

fectlydried can never be washed out : under the flit of

the bofom of the fhirt, will be found the moſt conve-

nient place, as at the weekly inſpection of neceffaries ,

an Officer can eafily examine, if the fhirts at that

time worn by the Soldiers are their own : fome mark

fhould alfo be fixed upon the woollen Stockings and

the Shoes, otherwife an officer will find himſelf ex-

pofed to numberlefs impofitions, from the irregularity

of particular Soldiers, and their unconquerable defire

for drink, which tempts them frequently to exchange

and pledge their neceffaries, if not prevented, by

every precaution in the power of an Officer to in-

vent.

XLIX.

That the neceffaries of a Soldier may always be

kept up in good condition , and that it may be the

more readily diſcovered, if any part has been loft or

embezzled, every officer fhould have a roll of thofe

of his Company, and every Serjeant and Corporal

one ofthe Squad he infpects ; and at the weekly re-

view
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view oflinen, &c. (which ſhould never if poffible be

omitted) an Officer ought ftrictly to examine every

particular belonging to his Company, obferving, that

they agree in quantity, with what is inferted in his

roll, and likewife , that every article has the proper

mark ofbelonging to the man who fhews it : he fhould

alfo take notice, whether any part is beginning to

wear out, that new ones may be furniſhed in time :

if any thing is deficient, he muſt make a ftrict en-

quiry into the caufe of it, and fhould it appear, to

have been either loft, pledged , exchanged, or fold,

a moft ſevere example muſt be made of the offender,

as miſdemeanors of that nature can never be over-

looked, without deftroying all fort of military order

and œconomy.

L.

It must never be admitted, as a pretence for a

Soldier's wanting any part of his neceffaries, that it is

worn out, unless he produces it, in that condition ;

otherwife, fuch excufes will often be advanced, when

probably he has difpofed of it, in a very improper

manner : nor is a Soldier to be permitted, to part

with any thing belonging to him (though deemed by

his Officer unfit for farther uſe) until he has firſt ob-

tained his particular leave for fo doing.

*

LI.

When the weekly review of neceffaries is finiſhed ,

the Officer of each Company who made it, fhould

give a return of the ſtate ofthe whole, to the Com-

mander of the Regiment, that he may conftantly

know, if the men are properly fupplied : and if it

was a Subaltern who made the infpection, he ought

to make a return of the deficiencies (with the names

of thoſe men, who are in particular want of any arti-

cle) to the commanding Officer of the Company, that

he may, direct them to be made good as foon as pof-

fible.

CHA P.

* See No. III. of the Appendix.
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CHA P. XIII.

Of the Arms and Accoutrements, and the Methods for

always keeping them in the beft Condition.

ART. I.

Inmonths
experience ,

T muſt be obvious to every Officer, even of a few

months experience, how neceffary it is for the

arms ofa Company to be at all times kept in the moft

ferviceable condition, which nothing will fo much en-

fure, as a proper attention having been given, on

their firft delivery from the ordinance ; the labour of

the Soldier can always makethem attract the eye , but

it is on that alone, their real value will depend, and

give the Captains of a Regiment, through fucceeding

years, great reaſon to be thankful, for the fums of

money faved them in repairs.

II.

When arms, therefore, are to be iffued to a Re-

giment, the Quarter-mafter, or fome other Officer,

fhould always attend to receive them from the Board

of Ordinance : a Non-commiffion-officer, with an

experienced Soldier, who is a perfect mafter of the

gun-fmith buſineſs, ought alfo to accompany him,

that he may examine minutely into their ftate and

goodnefs, by taking off the locks, and infpecting the

fcrews, barrels, ftocks, and every other part he thinks

moft neceffary : if a defect appears in any article, the

Officer fhould return the firelock which has it, and

refuſe giving a receipt, until he has received his com-

pliment of arms entirely to his fatisfaction , as nothing

will be exchanged, after the receipt has once been

given.

III.

As the Officer is fuppofed to be informed, before

his application to the Ordinance, what number of

firelocks and bayonets are defigned for each Com-

M pany,
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pany, he fhould endeavour to get the number of

the Company and firelock properly marked, on the

feveral articles defigned for each, that the confufion ,

which muſt attend the Soldiers changing at any time

with one another, may be totally avoided ; and alſo,

that the Regiment may not be at the expence of it,

which there is an abfolute neceffity for, fhould it not

be otherwife done, in order to prevent the men from

putting private marks of diftinction upon the arms,

and thereby damaging the appearance of the ftocks.

IV.

Though it may be expected, that nothing is left un-

finifhed, to render the arms delivered from his Ma-

jefty's ftores compleat and fit for Service, yet as im-

perfections will occur from various caufes, the Officer

fhould direct his fmith to try if all the hammers are

fteeled and hardened in a proper manner ; thofe that

are not, he muſt infift on being done, before he can

receive them, elſe the expence of that alfo will fall

upon the Captains of his Regiment, as, without this

precaution, half of them at leaft will be found fo foft,

as not to make the fmalleft oppofition to the flint.

ง .

The iron-ramrods muſt be chofen ftraight, and free

from flaws, with the pipes of the firelocks firm, to

render the returning more fecure and expeditious :

the fpring below the tail-pipe, which confines the

point, fhould be alfo ftrong, to prevent the weight of

the ramrod from throwing itſelf forward, in the mo-

tion of preſenting and that the point of the ramrod

may not ftick at the fwell of the firelock, and be

thereby rendered difficult to draw, a plate of iron

muft be fixed there to oppofe its entering the wood.

VI.

Care must be taken that the blades ofthe bayonets

áre well poliſhed without notches, or the appearance

of the ſmalleſt crack; that the fockets fit the firelocks

they

* All arms delivered from the Tower of London are marked as de-

fired ; but thoſe from Dublin-Caſtle are not without paying for it.
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they are defigned for in a proper manner, neither too

ftiff or eafy ; that the fcabbards are of good ftout

leather, not lined with wood ; and that their hooks

and chapes are firm and well fecured : all theſe arti-

cles beingthus infpected, and chofen agreeable to the

moft prudent caution, there can afterwards remain

but very little excufe for the arms of every Company

not being always in the compleateſt order.

VII.

Every Soldier (and in a very particular manner a

Recruit) fhould be inftructed, by the Serjeant or

Corporal of the Squad of infpection he belongs to, in

the proper methods of cleaning a firelock, how to

take the lock afunder, and how to join the feveral

parts again ; making him perfectly acquainted withthe

name and uſe of each, that nothing may ever be out

oforder, through his unfkilfulneſs or ignorance.

VIII.

It fhould be infifted on, that a Soldier at all times

keeps his arms in fuch a ftate of perfection, as never

to be afhamed to fhew them ; by having the infide of

the lock well oiled, the outfide of it ( even to the

fmalleft fcrew-pin) with the barrel, braffes and bayo-

net, not only clean and bright, but highly polifhed ;

the ramrod alfo muft feel the attention of the Soldier,

as the ſmoother and more polifhed it is kept, the ea-

fier will it return through the pipes, in the perform-

ance of the firings : the infide of the barrel, though

not expected to be abfolutely polifhed, fhould yet be

bright, as muſt the infide ofthe focket of the bayonet,

elfe it will be impoffible either to fix or unfix it with

the neceffary quickness : to complete the whole, the

ftock ( after fcraping it extremely ſmooth) muft be

brought to as clear a polifh, as the nature of the

wood will poffibly allow ; a little bee's wax , joined to

M 2

T

the

By going to fome little expence, it will not be difficult to bring the

ftocks of the firelock to one uniform colour, by ftaining them either

black, red, or yellow ; and then by laying on a varniſh, to preferve

them always in a gloffy, fhining condition .
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the labour of the Soldier to rub it on, will foon ac-

compliſh a point, which, if executed with due atten-

tion through the whole, will produce a moft pleafing

effect, in the appearance of a battalion under arms :

habituating Soldiers to fuch remarkable neatneſs,

about every part of their appointments, not only

gives employment for many of thofe idle hours they

otherwife muft have (a circumftance in itſelf alone

quite worthy of confideration ) but beyond all doubt,

encourages in them a kind of liking for thofe arms,

&c. which they are taught to take fuch care of.

IX.

Whenthe firelocks are not in ufe, the cocks ſhould

always be let down, as nothing more effectually weak-

ens the main fprings, than conftantly keeping them

on the half-bend : and it will alfo be of confequence

to the ſtocks, never to expoſe them on racks (during

a Campaign) to the effects ofthe Sun, as the cracks,

which they often get by that means, are never to be

remedied ; befides, the wood in general becomes fo

dry and brittle by it, that the fmalleft violence fre-

quently breaks off the buts.

L

X.

The flints fhould always be fcrewed in firm, be-

tween a thin piece of lead, it having a more certain

hold, than leather, or any other contrivance : befides

a good one in his piece, a Soldier ought to have ano-

ther in his pouch, and a ſmall bit of wood, fhaped

like a flint, to ufe at exercife, in practifing the firing

motions, as the frequent ftriking up the hammers,

muft unavoidably break and ſpoil the flints, without

anfwering any uſeful end.

XI.

When a Soldier breaks any part of his arms at ex-

ercife, or by any other unavoidable accident which he

can clearly prove, his captain is undoubtedly to be at

the expence ofthe repair, as a certain number ofcon-

tingent men (according to the eſtabliſhment of the

Company) are allowed him for that purpoſe ; but

fhould
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+

fhould it appear to have been the confequence of

neglect and careleffnefs , the Soldier, befides paying

for it, ought to be puniſhed.

XII.

It is abfolutely neceffary, that every Soldier ſhould

be furniſhed with a Worm and Turn-key, elfe it will

be impoffible for him to clean the infide of the Bar-

rel of his Firelock, in the manner which ought to be

expected ; or to manage the Screws about the Lock,

without having recourfe to his Bayonet : a practice

which must be forbidden, otherwife, the edges will be

always full of notches, and by that means, have a

moſt unfightly appearance : and to render matters

ready and convenient to the Soldier, in the cleaning

of his Firelock, Screws fhould be made to the points

of all the Ramrods, to fix the Worms on.

XIII.

On Service, leather Hammer-ftalls are undoubt-

edly an advantage to a Battalion, when loaded, and

refting ontheir Arms, as accidents may be prevented,

by havingthem then fixed upon the hammers of the

Firelocks ; but at other times they can certainly be

"of little uſe.

XIV.

Regiments being frequently fo fituated, as not to

be able to get their Arms mended at any rate, and

often in an indifferent manner, it would be a real be-

nefit, and in the end a ſaving, if every Battalion was

to furniſh itfelf with a fmall, portable Forge, and all

the neceffary Tools for keeping the Arms in repair ;

and that a fkilful gun-fmith and ftock-maker (to be

enlifted at Birmingham, for Soldiers) were employed

uponthe Regiment's work, under proper regulations

for their labour : bythis method, every Captain muft

be enabled to keep his Company's Arms in a con-

ftant, ferviceable ftate, whether in Quarters, Can-

tonments,
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tonments, orthe * Field, and on much eaſier terms,

than could otherwife be expected.

า XV.

Was every Soldier to have a painted linen cafe,

to fit exactly upon the Lock of his Piece, and to be

faftened by two fmall buttons, it would be of the ut-

moft uſe and confequence, upon a march, in damp

and rainy weather, and might in an inftant (if occa-

in his

fion required
it) be taken off, and carried occa-

Pouch.

XVI.

The great incumbrance of Swords upon a March,

in point of weight, their well -known inconvenience

in Action, or at Exercife, and in general their an-

fwering no real end in Quarters, that a Bayonet

could not fupply, undoubtedly pointed out to all the

Regiments employed in the late war, the neceffity of

taking them from the Battalion Companies, and as

they have not fince been reftored, it is probable, they

will for ever be laid afide , as an ufelefs weapon for a

Foot Soldier ; why they were continued to the Gre-

nadiers of the Army, more than to the Hat-men,

and why they are ftill expected to be kept up for them

alone, is fomething ftrange, as it is clear, that the

veryfame inconvenience, which arifes to one in wear-

ing of a fword, muft of courſe, in every refpect, to

theother the difficulty of being able to fix a folid ar-

gument, in favour of this diftinction , leaves room

for fuppofing, that whim (as in many other things)

fupports the cuſtom ; therefore, when that has been

gratified for a few years, the Grenadiers may, per-

haps , be difencumbered from thefe unmeaning im-

plements, as well as from the match- cafes and cords,

which are deemed by many, fo effential a part of

their appointments, although the uſe of Hand- Gra-

nades,

* Inthe Field, one horfe with a ſmall cart will carry all thefe imple-

ments, in the fame manner, as the Forges of the Cavalry.

+ Grenadier fwords are ordered to be accounted for in the general

Review Returns.
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nades has long fince been difcontinued in the Britiſh

army ; nor would it be an eaſy taſk to find a Grena-

dier exifting, who was ever acquainted , or inftruct-

ed, in the exercife of what firft gave rife to the wear-

ing of a match-cafe.

XVII.

Drummers and Fifers require fwords, as they have

no other defenfive weapon to wear at any time ; the

fort allotted for them fhould be fhort and light fabre

blades, with a neat brafs mounting, as that is eafieft

kept bright the Serjeants alfo will require fwords,

but of a better kind, and confiderably longer, in

proportion to their fuperior fize ; the mountinghow-

ever, to be only brafs or copper, the expence of

which they can eafily anfwer, if broke, taken by

the Enemy, or loft by any accident ; a filver mount-

ing on the contrary (even though at firſt given gratis.

to a Serjeant) is abfolutely a hardſhip on him, as he

is under the neceffity of keeping it in repair, and

being anfwerable for it ( if loft or stolen) by an im-

poverifhing ftoppage of many months : the fwords of

the Grenadier Serjeants and Drummers fhould be

diftinguifhed, by fmall additional bars upon the hilt ;

thofe of the Drum and Fife-Majors to be like the

Battalion Serjeants ; and the whole to be ornament-

ed with mohair fword-knots, of mixed colours,

which will contribute vaſtly to the fmartneſs of the

hilts.

XVIII.

The chapes and hooks of the fwords and bayonets

are at all times to be kept compleat and good ; for

which purpoſe, the Commanding-officers of Compa-

nies muſt have ſome ſpare ones conftantly in ftore.

XIX.

Efpontoons and Halberts fhould not be too heavy,

or exceed feven feet in length, as they will otherwife

be
very unhandy at exercife, and on many occafions ;

they muſt be made of ſeaſoned afh, it being a fer-

viceable wood, and not eafily broken ; the condition

they

1
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they are conftantly to be kept in (particularly in point

of polifh) ought not to be inferior to that of the Fire-

locks, as it would be unpardonable for Officers and

Non-commiffion-ones to expect a greater degree of

perfection in the Arms of the Private Men, than

what they were inclined to fhew in the care of their

own ; a good example from Superiors is of the

utmoſt confequence, in influencing the actions of the

vulgar, and often operates more ftrongly on their

difpofitions, than even the apprehenfions of a puniſh-

ment.

XX.

The Accoutrements fhould be chofen of ſtout,

fmooth Buff, as well for the fervice to be expected

from it, as for its fuperior look above the fpongy

kind, which is always ftretching and difficult to clean :

belts, two inches and a quarter broad , anfwer every

purpoſe of fupporting the weight of the Ammunition

in the Pouch, without the fmalleft diftrefs to the

Soldier's fhoulder, and befides being lighter, are by

much lefs heating to the breaft, than thoſe of a

greater breadth : two buckles for fixing the Pouch to

the Belt, are to be preferred to thofe, which have

an additional one on the breaft, as it is a chance,

whether the buckles there can be brought to a level,

in an entire rank of Men, owing, perhaps, to the

ftretching of one Belt more than another, and fre-

quently, from the the different fhapes of thoſe who

wear them this, of courſe, muft deſtroy that exact

uniformity , which ought to diftinguifh every part of

the appointments of a well dreffed Battalion : the

ends of the Belts must be cut fo as to fit cloſe to the

upper part of the Pouches ; and in order to prevent

their curling up, they ſhould be tied down on the in-

fide of the Belt, with fmall buff thongs, run through

holes punched for that purpofe.

h

XXI.

The Pouches must be of the ftouteft , blackened

calf- fkin, efpecially the outfide flaps, which fhould

be



[ 97 ]

be of fuch a fubftance, as to turn the fevereſt rain ;

and as a farther fecurity to the Ammunition carried

by a Soldier, againſt the effects of damp, the infide

flaps, which immediately cover the Cartridges, fhould

be lined with thick, well painted linen : the Car-

tridge-boxes to be made as light as poffible, with

thirty-fix holes in each, in order to prevent the

addition and weight of a fecond Box, to buckle

round the waift, which befides its well known incon-

venience at Exercife, has often , in quick Firing,

been productive of miſchief and confufion, by blow-

ing up it will however be of ufe, to keep two or

three of thefe Cartouch-Boxes in each Company, for

fmall Commands, in order to fave the Accoutrements,

which on fuch occafions, need not be worn.

XXII.

The Pouches fhould be always buckled up fo fhort,

that the upper part of them, may, in general, rife to

the hip-button of the coat, and be thereby not only

tighter, and more convenient for marching, but alſo

readier for the Soldier to take out his Cartridges,

without being obliged to bend his body to the right,

which must be the cafe, were the Pouches fixt too

low to enſure a greater exactnefs, in the height of

all the Pouches of a Battalion, than might be, if

only guided by the fituation of the hip-buttons, or

the caft of an Officer's eye along the Ranks, a ſmall

cord fhould be drawn very tight in the Rear of each

Rank (by Companies) and faftened to two Halberts,

marked with the height intended for the Pouches,

which muſt be raifed or lowered in fuch a manner,

that the upper part of the whole of each Rank may

appear upon a level with the cord : they must alfo be

worn fo much back, that when the Soldier's right

hand is hanging in its proper pofition down his fide,

the front corner of the Pouch may juft touch the

elbow, and by that means, be entirely out of the

way, in the performance of his Exercife, at the fame

time, that it will hang fufficiently convenient for tak-

N ing
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ing out his Cartridges, to load with expedition and

to prevent their fhifting forward, in the motions of

grounding the Firelock, and to keep them always

teady in their proper place, a fmall leather loop

must be fixed to the infide of the front Buckle of the

Belt, to faften on the right hip button of the coat.

XXII.

17

The Bayonet-belt, if worn round the waift, not

only heats and confines a Soldier too much about the

loins, but if buckled over his coat ( a very favourite

practice of many Veterans) fhews whatever defects

he may have in his fhape, and in particular, a hol-

low back ; on the contrary, if worn acroſs the

fhoulder, thofe inconveniences are at once removed,

as he becomes cool, free and unreftrained, at the

fame time, that he receives an amendment to his

figure , by the eafe with which his Accoutrements

hang on him, if fixed in a proper manner ; befides,

as every Soldier on a March, or on Service, purfues .

that method, if left to his own choice, it cannot be

doubted, but he feels it pleafanter, and more to his

fatisfaction in that pofition, than round the waift ; it

therefore must be for the advantage of a Regiment,

to be allowed to adopt fo ufeful an improvement,

efpecially, as it will not be difputed, but that by do-

ing fo, a Commanding-officer gives a confiderable

fuperiority to the appearance of his Men, over thoſe

whofe Officers defpife the change of military Fafhions,

let them be ever fo ufeful or ornamental . One Buc-

kle in front is fufficient for this Belt, to raife or lower a

it at difcretion ; its length fhould be, the upper part

of the Carriage for receiving the Bayonet, to rife juft

to the hip button of the coat ; but for the greater

exactnefs, it is recommended to ufe the cord, in the

fame manner, as directed for determining the height

of the Pouches the Bayonet to be thrown fo back, d

*

P.

asd

* A Bayonet fhoulder-belt may be made from a waift-belt, without.

any addition of leather, and at the expence of two-pence.
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to be

as notto interfere with the Firelock, when fhoulder- ..

ed ; and to keep in fuch a pofition, a loop fhould be

fixed to the hook of the Bayonet, to faiten on the

left hip-button, for which purpoſe, the Bayonets are

put in the belts, with the hooks downwards

they not being able to draw the Bayonet, as readily

asmay be required, appears at firft an objection to its

being worn fo far back, but will at once be obviated ,

by practiſing the Men to draw with their left hands,

nimbly changing the Bayonet into the right, to fix toi

five minutes will make this method familiar to them.

and as expeditious, as if the focket was clofe to the

navel.

XXIV. row dod blood-

The Buckles of the Accoutrements, which are al-

ways to be extremely bright, fhould have rounded.

corners to prevent their hurting the Men's fingers in

any part of the exercife, particularly, when prepar-

ing to take out their Cartridges : the tongues ofthem ,

for the fame reaſon, fhould always have their points

turned downwards ; and it will be an advantage , to

have them made of copper , that being more pliable

to bend than brafs, and eafier to be kept clean, than

iron, which always ftains the buff.

XXV.

When the Accoutrements are croffed, both Belts

fhould be of the fame,breadth, which will produce a

more pleafing effect, in the fhow of a Battalion, than

if that exactneſs had been omitted ; and to render

them ſtill more ftriking, and to fix the pofition of

the crofs, in fuch a manner, throughout the whole ,

that it will be impoffible for either Belt, to rife or

fink the fmalleft degree, beyond its proper place, a

neat brass - roſe, ſtar, half-moon, or any other device,

fhould be fixed upon it, with ftuds to run through

both belts : in order to diftinguifh the Grenadiers, a

Grenade may be fixed to theirs.

XXVI. SingsN 2
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XXVI......

Slings without buckles are lighteſt , and moſt con-

venient to the Men at exercife ; they fhould be al-

ways drawn extremely tight, to add a greater found

and brifknefs to particular motions, which now feems

to be the principal uſe of them, fince the flinging of

the Firelock has been abolifhed from the BritiſhThin

Army.

ever

XXVII. fw bs

Every Company fhould have an iron puncher for

its Accoutrements, to prevent the Men from uſing

the points of their Bayonets, to make holes, when-

it is neceffary to raife or lower the Belts : this

practice must be abfolutely forbid, elfe the appear-

ance of the Buff will be much injured by it ; as it

alfo muft , if the mending of it, when out of repair,

is left to the botching ofevery Soldier, who wears it :

when repairs are requifite, the Colonel will feel the

advantage of having a proper perfon employed upon

the occafion, as the Accoutrements muft laft confi-

derably the longer, for being mended with fome de-

gree of judgment.

XXVIII.

To prevent the confufion and trouble that might

arife, by the men's changing their Accoutrements

among each other, it is abfolutely neceffary, that the

fame figures, which are on the Soldier's Firelock, be

alfo lightly ftamped, with a hot iron marker, upon

the infide of both his Belts and fling.

XXIX.

It is not fufficient, that the outfide flaps of the

Pouches and the Scabbards fhould always be well

blackened ; it muft alfo be infifted on, that they

fhine, equal to japan or varniſh, which can eaſily be

done, by placing a piece of foft, brown paper on

them, and with a hot iron held at a ſmall diſtance,

drawingthe greafe from one to the other; that be-

* The German Troops always march with their Firelocks flung.

ing
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ing effectually removed, ivory-blacking and bees-

wax must be thinly fpread over them, and rubbed on

with a fimooth ftick or bottle, until they are brought

to the higheſt polifh.

WOL C XXX.

That the Buff may at all times be perfectly clean,

and free from fpots, every Soldier fhould be provid-

ed with a ball of white pipe-clay, to be fcraped in

water mixed with allum, and laid on in a thin pafte,

which befides being a cheaper colouring, than that.

of whiting and oker, is univerfally allowed, to be

infinitely more fhowy in a Soldier's drefs another.

ery circumstance to recommend a preference of it, is,

seits cleaning every part of his cloathing , almoft as well

as fuller's earth : when the right pipe-clay cannot be

qobtained, it is probable, that a kind of whitifh clay

maybe found in moft places, which when properly

52 (washed and bleached, and afterwards mixt with a little

qwhiting, aniwers the fame purpofe : fcraping the

-tro Buff (which foon deftroys the fubftance of it) is.

5fcarcely ever neceffary, as it muft not be allowed to

be at any time fo dirty, as to require fuch violent

methods, to reſtore it to a proper appearance.

XXXI.

A picker being often uſeful to a Soldier, for clean-

Jingthe touch-hole of his Firelock, in the firings,

one of ftrong wire fhould be fixed , by a fmall chain,

nour to the edge ofhis Pouch-belt, under the front Buckle ,

and as cloſe to the Pouch as poffible, but never to

hang in view, as it might be troubleſome , in raifing

the flaps of the Pouch, to take out a Cartridge .

7 XXXII.

The Sword belts for Serjeants, Drummers and Fi-

ofers, fhould be of Buff, the fame as the Accoutre-

noments, for the fake of doing fervice, and becaufe

there can be no pretence, for their not being always

od as white and clean : hanging them fromthe fhoulder,

Allum prevents the colouring from coming off.

on
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on the outfide of the coat, and at the fame height

as thofe for the Bayonets, will be found the moſt con-

venient method of wearing them alfo ; for which

purpofe, they, as well as the Private-men, muſt have

cloth ftraps on the right fhoulder, to prevent their

flipping off , on every motion of the arm.

XXXIII. B

1

As it generally happens, that a Company has ſpare

Arms and Accoutrements in ftore, by Non-effectives,

Men on furlough, fick, or recruiting, a Soldier muft

be ordered to infpect them once a week, to keep

them in ferviceable condition, for which he is to be

allowed a duty equivalent to his trouble, in the Com-...

pany's Rofter, befides receiving one penny per week,

from every Man on furlough, whofe Arms he takes

care of: and to prevent fuch Arms and Accoutre-

ments being ſpoiled on marches (which must be the

cafe, if thrown looſely on the carriages) a Captain will

find his account in always having a ſtrong chefte

to convey theſe matters for his Company.

XXXIV.

*

} $

As Pioniers are principally defigned for clearing

and mending roads, for the convenient and fpeedy

march of a Battalion, the tools ( confifting only of avi

faw and hatchet for cach man) with which they are

generally provided, must be often found very tedious

and infufficient for that purpofe ; it would therefore

be an improvement, and anfwer every defign of their

inftitution , if three pick-axes, three fpades, three:

hatchets, and two faws, with proper cafes and white

leather flings for each, were to bethe eſtabliſhed tools

for the Pioniers of a Regiment, and to be diftributed

among them equally ; viz. three men with axes, three

with fpades. two with hatchets and faws, and the

Corporal with a hatchet only : they fhould be forbid

to ufe thefe tools on any occafion , but the fervice

of the Regiment, and ought to be made anfwerable ,

* The expence of Rocking one Firelock, will provide a Cheſt.

for

་
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for keepingthem and their Aprons (which are beft

ofthick brown leather) in as good condition as their

Arms and Accoutrements, which fhould only confiſt

of a Firelock without a fling, and a fmall Cartouch-

box for twelve Cartridges, to fix upon the belt which

carries their tools : equipped in this manner, they can

with eafe perform the longeſt day's march, and in the

progrefs of it, all the neceffary duties that may be re-

quired fromthem : (which it is fcarcely reaſonable to

expect, if loaded with the Arms and Accoutrements,

both of a Soldier and Pionier) and will befides find

in it a fufficient defence, if detached from the Bat-

talion, on any work ; that being the only time when

Arms can be uſeful to them.

XXXV.

DIO

When new Drums are iffued, the Drum-major

must be directed to take them entirely to pieces, in

order to examine, if every part is formed in a pro-

per manner, both for found and fervice, that all de-

fects (fhould there be any) may be made good, be-

fore they are delivered to the Drummers ; and that

they may be as little liable to damage as poffible, and

alway's in good repair, painted linen cafes fhould be

given with them, to be worn conſtantly, when off

duty, or on a march : though brafs Drums, engrav

ed with the Device or ornament of a Regiment, are

atfirst double the expence of wooden ones , painted

with the fame, yet a few years will repay the differ-

ence, and afterwards produce a faving in favour of

the former: a very trifling fqueeze renders a wood-

en Drum entirely unfit for ufe, befides, it will at any

rate require frequent painting, to keep it of a tolera→

ble appearance ; on the contrary, if a brafs one gets

a bulge, which is the only accident that can befal it,

that eafily is fet to rights.

•

XXXVI.

The Braces of the Drums, which are to be of the

fame leather as the Men's Accoutrements, muft be

always kept as white, for which reafon, every Drum-

mer
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merſhould be furniſhed with two good fets and as

Parchment fit for heads is not to be got in every

place, it will be very proper to guard againit the

chance of fuch a difappointment, by the Companies

having fome fpare ones conftantly in ftore.

XXXVII.

The Drum carriages, inftead of being made of

fcarlet cloth, with worfted lace, which is a conſtant

annual expence to the Colonel, fhould be of buff

leather, the Breadth and colour of the Sword Belts,

as that kind will laft for years, befides being a pleaf-

ing contrast upon the Drummer's cloathing, which

generally is compofed of fcarlet, in many parts of

it and as a carriage flung from the neck, places the

Drum more conveniently for the performance of the

beatings, than hanging it from the fhoulder, that po-

fition fhould be obferved, from the firft inftructing

of the Boys, it being an obfervation, that very few

excel upon the Drum, who fling it otherwife ; the

Carriages being worn in this manner, two leather

loops, about half an inch broad, fhould be ftitched.

on each fide of them, at the diftance ofa foot afunder,

to run the Drumsticks thro', which will be found the

ſafeſt method of carrying them, when not in uſe, and

in particular on a March ; the Loops on the Drum-

major's Belt to be entirely on the left fide, as he

fhould make a Croſs of it with his Sword Belt, and

carry his ſticks conftantly inthe Loops, as a Badge of

Office, when on Duty.

XXXVIII.

Inſtead of the platted Cord, by which the Drum-

mers ufually fling the Drums upon a March, and

thereby often gall the fhoulders, it will be an advan-

tage, to eſtabliſh two white leather flings, about one

inch broad, which , befides making the Carriage of

the Drum more eafy to them, will have a better effect,

in point of look, when fufpended from the bottom

of the Drum, on a Parade, than can be expected

from a greafy cord, which muft become fo, by the

frequent handling of it. XXXIX.
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XXXIX.

Drumsticks ſhould be made of Ebony or Brazil

Wood, that being fitteft for the purpofe, and not

eafily broken in practice ; but as that fort is not always

to be purchaſed, the Drum-major muft contrive to

get fome ſpare Sets, whenever he has an opportunity,

that the Drummers may never be in want of them :

the fticks of the Drum-major fhould be of Ebony,

tipt with Silver, it being part of the Foppery to be

allowed in his appointments, for no other purpoſe,

but merely fhew.

XL.

If it is expected, that the Fifers fhould attain to

any degree of perfection, care muſt be taken to pro-

vide them with a proper fet of Inftruments, approv-

ed of by a judge of Mufic ; after which, it will be

neceffary to guard againſt their being loft or fpoiled,

was the expence of making good fuch accidents, mult

fall upon the Fifer, to make him the more careful

forthe future : therefore a brafs cafe with a hafp and

padlock, fhould be given to each Boy, that there

may be no pretence, for not keeping the Fifes in

conftant good condition : engraving the device or

ornaments of the Regiment upon thefe cafes , will in

the end be found much greater economy than paint-

ing them, as the latter wants fuch frequent renewals,

to preferve them in tolerable repair ; it will alfo be a

faving, inſtead of a fcarlet cloth-fife - belts, to give

white leather ones, ofthe fame breadth as the fword-

belts, with which they fhould be croffed.

· XLI.

Officers Safhes look neateft, when the Tags fur-

round the Knot in fuch a manner, that it cannot be

feen; and alfo when they are tied fo fhort , that the

upper part of the Knot appears, juft under the hip-

button of the coat : uniformity is abfolutely requifite

in this point, and likewife, that the Tags of the Ser-

jeant's Saſhes be fixt to hang of an equal length

with the Knots oppofite the left knee, which will

place
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place them out of the way ofthe Halbert, in the mo-

tion of advancing.

XLII.

A Corps of Officers fhould be exceedingly exact

and uniform, in all their different appointments, par-

ticularly their Swords, Gorgeats, Spontoons, Gre-

nadier-fuzees and Accoutrements, all of which,

though extremely neat, fhould never be too expen-

five, but rather calculated for real Service, than

merely fhew.

XLIII.

*

Notwithſtanding the infpection, which ought to be

made at every opportunity, by the Non-commiffion-

officers, into the condition of the Arms and Accou-

trements, belonging to their Squads, it will yet be

neceffary, that on the day, in every week, appoint-

ed for reviewing the linen of each Company, an ex-

act inſpection be alfo made by the fame Officer, of all

the Arms and Accoutrements, both in poffeffion of

the Men, and in the Stores ; and that a return of

their ſtate be given immediately after, to the Com-

mander ofthe Regiment, that he may be thereby in-

formed, whether thefe articles are kept in fervicea-

ble order: a copy of this Return fhould likewife be

given to the Commanding-officer of the Company,

(if the inſpection was not made by him) that in cafe

any repairs are wanting, for which either he or the

men are anfwerable, he may direct them to be made

forthwith.

XLIV.

The Quarter-mafter is to take an account of all

Arms and Accoutrements iffued to a Battalion, re-

marking the time and place, when and where receiv-

ed ; of which he ought to make a return to the Com-

manding-officer, and likewife one, of whatever he

delivers out to the feveral Companies ; a copy of

which

* The weekly ſtate ofthe Arms in each Company, to be annexed to

that ofthe neceffaries, for which ſee No. III. of the Appendix.
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which Returns fhould be entered in the Regimental-

book, that it may at any time be afcertained, for

what number of Arms and Accoutrements, the Re-

giment in general, and the Companies in particular,

are anfwerable.

CHA P. XIV.

Of the Drefs of a Regiment, with Rules for conftantly

preferving Neatnefs and Uniformity.

A

ART. I.

N exact Neatnefs in the appearance of a Bat-

talion, not only does honour to the attention

of its Officers, in the opinion of every indifferent

fpectator, but gives great reafon to the more difcern-

ingpart of the world, to fuppofe, that proper regula-

tions are eſtabliſhed, in every other particular, for

the fupport of Difcipline, it being the moſt difficult

tafk in forming of a Soldier, to make him drefs in a

becoming manner, and few Regiments, that are ſo-

licitous of carrying that point, but are equally fo in

every other on the contrary, it is often fufpected,

that a flovenly and irregular method of dreffing , be-

fpeaks a drunken, unregarded Battalion.

II.

When once a Soldier can be brought to take a de-

light in his Dreſs, it will be cafy to mould him to

whatever elfe may be defired, as it is in general a

proofthat he has thrown off the fullen, ftubborn dif-

pofition which characterizes the peafants of moſt

countries ; therefore every method fhould be purfued

to accompliſh what may fo juftly be looked on, as the

foundation of order and economy in a Corps.

III.

The oftener Soldiers come under the inſpection of

their Officers, the fooner will they acquire the me-

thod of dreffing to advantage ; it is therefore necef-

fary, that every morning at Troop-beating, the Com-

O 2 panies

✡
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panies fhould be drawn up in Squads, and when the

rolls are called , that the Serjeants and Corporals

ftrictly examine the Men of their Squads, one by

one, obferving in a particular manner, that their

Hats are well cocked, bruſhed, and worn ; their

Hair combed out, and their ftocks put on fmoothly ;

that their Shirts are of a proper cleannefs, and in

good condition ; their Coats, Waiſtcoats and Breeches

free from rips or ſpots, or wanting Buttons ; the Lace

and Lining in proper order, and the whole well

brushed ; that their Stockings are perfectly clean,

drawn up tight, and without holes ; their fhoes well

blackened and buckled ftraight ; their ftock-clafps,

buckles, and Cloaths buttons extremely bright ; their

Beards cloſe fhaved ; their Hands and Faces well

wafhed ; their fide Arms properly put on ; and that

every particular about them, be in the moft exact

order.

IV.

Whatever faults there are in any part of their

Drefs, which can be improved upon the ſpot, the

Serjeants and Corporals fhould have done immedi-

ately, and thoſe which cannot, they muft give direc-

tions for being mended, againſt the next roll calling,

threatening the Soldier with the confequence of ap-

pearing fo again : this infpection being finifhed , each

Serjeant and Corporal is to acquaint an Officer of

the Company (one of whom ought always to be in

the front, during their making it) if any repeated

omiffions have appeared in his Squad, the Officer

fhould then infpect the whole, and either publickly

commend, or privately reprove the Non-commiffion-

officers, according as he finds their care and atten-

tion manifefted in the appearance of the men ;

which will be a means of ftirring up their emulation ,

to exert themfelves in a proper manner : he muſt

alfo feverely reprimand thofe Soldiers, who have

been reported for repeated neglects , repreſenting

to them the confequence of being obftinate, and not

obferving
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obferving the directions of their Non-commiffion-

officers ; if that proves ineffectual, rougher methods

muſt be tried.

V.

At Retreat beating alfo in the evening, the Com-

panies fhould be infpected, as in the morning, the

Serjeants and Corporals remarking, if thofe men

with whomthey found fault at the former roll-calling,

have complied with the directions then given to them:

an Officer fhould afterwards infpect the whole, as in

the morning, and fo on in the fame manner, from

one roll-calling to another ; by which clofe attention,

the Soldiers will foon perceive, that as the finalleft

omiffion in point of Drefs cannot eſcape obſervation,

the fooner it becomes fatisfactory to the Officers, the

happier,muft their time be, when reprimands or pu-

nifhments are no longer neceffary on that account.

VI.

A Field Officer fhould frequently go through the

Companies, and where he finds a vifible neglect of

Drefs, muft infift on its being no longer fo ; on the

contrary, he fhould publicly applaud thofe Compa-

nies , which are remarkable for their good appear-

ance, in order to rouze the indolent into a proper

zeal for the Service .

VII.

Great pains muſt be taken to teach recruits to

dreſs themſelves like Soldiers, by the gentleft methods

which will unpreceptibly fteal them into a liking for

the Corps, againſt which they might foon be difguft-

ed, if at firft treated with too much feverity.

VIII.

A Soldier fhould never be permitted to wear his

Hat improperly, therefore at all times, as well off,

as on a Parade, Officers and Non-cominiffion-officers

(without confidering whether or not he belongs to

their particular Company) ought to take notice, that

it is quite preffed down on the right brow, the left

onejuft uncovered, and the front cock pointing ex-

actly
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actly overthe outfide corner of the left eye ; in which,

the mark directed to be fixed to the hats, in the

twenty-fifth Article of the twelfth Chapter, will great-

ly affift them this pofition ofthe hat, befides adding

a becoming fmartneſs to the air of a Soldier, places

the left cock of it in fuch a direction, as not to inter-

fere with his firelock, in the motion of fhouldering.

IX.

The hair of the Non-commiffion-officers, Drum-

mers, and private Men, look tighteft, when turned

up behind on a comb, and looſely * platted, with a

black ribband or tape (three quarters long) in a bow

knot at the tye, which mult never be permitted to be

made too cloſe to the head, as fuch a practice cuts the

hair, which ſhould be encouraged, by every means,

to be as thick and full as poffible, in order to enlarge

the appearance of the plat, which thereby looks more

ornamental : to promote that end, no fore-top muſt

be allowed, and only as much ſhort hair at the fides,

as will make a little turn back, of about an inch and

a half in length ; when all theſe aids are not fufficient,

from the natural thinness of the hair, a falfe plat muſt

be added, which, if properly fixt on, can never be

difcovered this method is alfo to be purfued, when

a Soldier's hair is but barely long enough to tye, as

it will contribute much to the uniform appearance of

a Battalion, particularly after having received any

number of Recruits.

X.

A Soldier muft never be allowed to wear a wig, if

it can poffibly be avoided ; but when there is an abſo-

lute neceffity for fo doing, it fhould be made to imi-

tate the regimental form of dreffing the hair, as much

as can be and it fhould be a rule, to take off the

wigs from recruits, whenever the feafon of the year.

will admit it, although their hair be ever fo fhort, as

*

even

A Queue greafes the back of the coat, besides being an expence to

the Soldier, of above double the quantity of ribband or tape required

for the plat.
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even that will look more military than a peafant's

wig.

XI.

As nothing promotes the growth of hair, more than

frequent combing, the Soldiers fhould be enjoined to

accuftom themſelves to do fo, both morning and night,

by which they will be under the neceffity ofundoing

their plats, before they go to bed, and thereby pre-

vent the hair from getting thin, which nothing fooner

effects, than a neglect of this precaution : but as Sol-

diers are not to be depended on in any thing, let itbe

ever ſo much for their advantage, the Serjeants and

Corporals muſt often examine into this particular, and

infift on a compliance ; and it will alfo be of infinite

confequence to the improvement of their hair, to per-

mit them, when not for duty, to appear at morning

roll calling, with their hair only tied, and hanging

down the back ; by which the Officers will be certain

of their being combed in a proper manner, at leaft

once a day, which cannot be the cafe if the hair be

platted up.

XII.

Pains must be taken to introduce a method of pow-

dering the mens hair to advantage, that the powder

may not be in cakes, on one part more than another,

but rather have the appearance ofbeing equallyfroſted

over; for which purpofe, it will be right for each

Company to appoint a Soldier, who feems to have a

tafte for it, not only to powder all the men of the

Company whenever neceffary, but likewife to keep

their hair well cut at the fides, and their plats pro-

perly done up ; for which, and to furniſh powder (and

fhave if required) he ſhould be allowed a halfpenny

per week, from each Non-commiffion-officer, Drum-

mer, and private Man, with fome little exemptions in

point

*

* The Friffeur by purchafing a quantity of powder gets it cheap, and

as he uſes it to the beſt advantage, he can afford to ſerve the Company

on thefe térms.
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point ofduty : this will be a certain means of enſuring

uniformity in the management of the hair of a Bat-

talion, and will not be a greater expence to the

Soldiers, than if they had furniſhed powder for them-

felves.

XIII.

Soldiers muſt be obliged to put on clean linen,

twice a week for certain, viz. Sunday and Wedneſ-

day, on the first of which days, they ſhould be pow-

dered, and dreffed in the beſt of whatever cloathing

belongs to them, with thread ftockings : befides thefe

two days, it muſt alſo be inſiſted on, that they never

parade for duty, without clean fhirts, their hair well

powdered, gaiters highly polifhed, and compleatly

dreffed in every particular ; for which reafon , the

Serjeants and Corporals fhould minutely infpect the

men of their refpective fquads, half an hour before

they are to be reviewed by an Officer of a Company,

which must not be neglected ( let the number of men

for duty, be ever fo fmall) at leaſt half an hour before

the time, for marching them to the general parade :

ifany man, at the infpection made by the Non-com-

miffion-officers, is found improperly dreffed, he is to

be fent immediately to the black-hole , on bread and

water for two days, and replaced by another ; for

which purpoſe, every Company muſt have an extra-

ordinary man in waiting, dreffed for duty ; but ſhould

it fo happen, that a Serjeant or Corporal has been

negligent, or idle enough, to pafs by, or connive at

the improper drefs of a man belonging to his fquad,

and fuffers him to appear before the Officer, as fit

for duty, he fhould be impriſoned for the fame num-

ber of days he ought to have confined the Soldier,

who for this time fhould efcape the puniſhment he fo

well deferved ; ifa repetition offuch omiffions appear

in the fame perfons, a Court-martial will be necef-

fary : a ſteady adherence to this ſyſtem , will foon re-

duce the private men to the utmoſt attention in their

drefs, and muſt effectually rouze the Non-commiffion-

officers,
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officers, to exert themſelves with a becoming ſpirit for

the honor ofthe corps.

XIV.

The drum and fife Majors muſt be anfwerable,

that the Drummers and fifers, both in their drefs for

duty, and at other times, ftrictly comply with the

rules eſtabliſhed on that head for the private men ;

and that they enforce obedience by the fame methods,

which the Non-commiffion-officers are expected to

do : when greater feverity is required, they must ap-

ply to the Adjutant, who of courfe will take the pro-

per meaſures, for eſtabliſhing order among thefe gen-

try, whom he ought frequently to infpect, to fee that

they do not fall fhort ofthe other parts of the Bat-

talion, in dreſs and appearance; and that the perfons,

to whofe management they are principally entruſted,

diſcharge the feveral branches of their duty, with di-

ligence, activity, and attention.

XV.

A Non-commiffion-officer, Drummer, Fifer, or

private Man fhould never appear abroad, without

having his fword or bayonet properly fixed in his

belt, nothing being more unfoldier-like than feeing

him without it, or carrying it in his hand, on pretence

of faving the belt ; a confideration furely of no little

weight with a Colonel, who wifhes to fee his regi-

ment rife in the opinion of the publick : a Soldier

without his fide arms, when walking through a town,

is at once reduced to a level with the vileft plebeian,

and deprived of that, which gives him an air of con-

fequence, not only in his own opinion, but likewiſe

in that of the common people, who are principally

caught by outſide fhew.

XVI.

It fhould be particularly obferved, that the men do

not always wear their fhoes on the fame feet, but that

they change them day about, to prevent their rùn-

ning crooked ; nor fhould they be permitted to have

their fhoe ftraps pulled towards the toe like Sailors ;

P but
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but are to be accuſtomed to tuck the ends of them,

under the rim ofthe buckle.

•
· XVII.

Every Serjeant and Corporal fhould be provided

with a cloaths brufh and hatter's cocking needle, for

the ufe of his fquad, which they are always to bring

to every roll calling, and infpection of men for duty

it is likewife requifite, that every foldier fhould be

furniſhed with a pair of fhoe-brufhes, and a black-

ing ball of good ingredients, that there may be no

excufe, for not having at all times their fhoes and

gaiters extremely clean and highly poliſhed.

XVIII.

At all parades without long gaiters, and even in

their common drefs, Non-commiffion-officers , Drum-

mers, and private Men, ought to wear black leather

garters, buckled below the knee, which, befides be-

ing in general an addition to the good appearance of

the legs, affift in fwelling out the calves of thoſe

Men, who have but thin ones : the breadth of theſe

garters fhould be about an inch, as they will fhortly

look like ftrings about the leg if cut much narrower ;

and to fet them off the more, it muſt be infifted on,

that they are polifhed like the pouches.

XIX.

On all duties, ſuch as fweeping barrack yards, and

the ſtreets and avenues of a camp, going for wood,

water, ftraw, and things of that nature, a Soldier

fhould always parade in his foraging cap ; and it muſt

be a rule for all Officers, Serjeants and Corporals,

to confine in the black-hole, for a day or two, any

Soldier who prefumes to carry a load on his head

with his hat on ; an attention to theſe particulars, and

obliging the Men on duty never to lie upon the guard

bed with their hats on, will effectually preferve the

fhape and cock of them from being ſpoiled.

XX.

When a Soldier takes fo little pride in his perfon,

as to fuffer his hair to be over-run with vermin, after

repeated
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repeated admonitions againſt it, fome rigorous ſteps

muſt be taken to infpire him with a proper notion of

cleanlinefs ; it will however be but right, firft to try,

ifdifgracing him before his brother Soldiers, and ex-

pofing him in a publick manner to their derifion, will

produce the defired effect ; therefore , during the in-

fpection ofthe Company he belongs to, at one ofthe

roll-callings, he fhould be placed inthe front of it at

a proper diſtance, and be obliged to comb himſelf all

the time this method practifed once or twice, muft

(if he has any ſenſe of fhame) reclaim him ; if not,

nothing but the weight of a fevere puniſhment ever

will.

XXI.

Officers and Serjeants fhould never appear under

arms without gloves the colour of the accoutrements,

as their hands muſt look extremely aukward and na-

ked without them on fuch occafions.

XXII.

Uniformity muſt extend in a very particular man-

ner, to the dreſs of the Officers in a Corps, elſe it

can never be allowed, that perfection is thoroughly

eſtabliſhed, let the appointments of the private Men

be ever ſo exact : befides, it muſt be obvious, how

foon Soldiers will be induced to ſubmit with chearful-

neſs to every regulation, when they perceive their

Officers conforming to the fame, with the greateſt

ftrictneſs : a model muſt be fixed for every part of

their dreſs, as well as for that of the private Men,

from which there fhould not be allowed the fmalleft

deviation ; it will alfo be neceffary, that as great a

fimilitude be obſerved between one and the other,

as the different characters of their rank will reafona-

bly admit of : white ftocks for Officers, when the

Men wear black ones, or ſkirts hanging down, whilft

the others are always up, with many other contrarie-

ties, have rather an aukward appearance, eſpecially

in the ranks, at which time at leaſt , a conformity

fhould be ſtrictly obferved : an obligation to wear the

fameP 2
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fame coloured ftockings as the Soldiers, and even to

have uniform buckles, may appear of little confe-

quence at firft, but will (as mult be expected, from

ſo very ſignal an inftance of exactneſs in Officers)

be the certain method of eftabliſhing order and œco-

nomy, through every part ofthe Battalion.

XXII.

Wheneverany alteration or amendment is intended

in the drefs of a Battalion, it must always be firft ex-

ecuted on the Non-commiffion-officers, that they, by

being perfect mafters of it, may fhew it to the Sol-

diers ; and have no excufe for not having it immedi-

ately and properly complied with.

CHA P. XV.

Of the Ammunition, andthe Methods for preferving it

from being damaged.

ART. 1.

HE greateft precautions are neceffary to pre-

ferve the ammunition delivered to a Regiment,

not only from any accident, but alfo from being da-

maged by rain or damp ; the Quarter-mafter there-

fore, fhould always endeavour to provide fuch places.

for magazines, as will anfwer thofe ends ; and as it

is his duty to take charge of it, he muſt be exact in

making a regular entry, in the regimental book, of

the quantity received, and delivered for the fervice

of the regiment, that he maybe at all times able to

make his reports fatisfactory to the Commanding Offi-

cer, without whofe order he fhould never iflue the

fmalleft part.

.

II.

Though a Regiment be not employed on fervice,

it muft nevertheleſs have fome rounds of powder and

ball kept conftantly compleat, for any occafional

duty it may be called upon in quarters ; and that

thefe cartridges may not be expofed to damage, thofe

for
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for each Company ſhould be packed in ſtrong caſks,

marked with the number of the Company, which will

be the moſt convenient method for carriage ; as it

will alſo be for their being readily got at, if the heads

ofthe cafks are made with trunk covers, and faften-

ed by an iron hafp and padlock.

*

III.

The ball-cartridges fhould be made bythe Pioniers,

under the direction ofthe Quarter-mafter-ferjeant, at

the rate offorty five to a pint of powder ; and as they

must be firm, and formed with great exactnefs, good

paper is abfolutely requifite ; as it alfo is, that they

are tied up, either by dozens, or half dozens (accord-

ing to their number) for the greater convenience of

packing, and the more ready delivery ofthem to the

men, whenever occafion requires it.

IV.

Every Company ought to have a ſtrong, tanned

leather bag, to receive its allowance of exerciſe pow-

der from the quarter-mafter, that there may be as

little wafte as poffible : and that all the cartridgesmay

be exactly proportioned to the bore of the firelocks,

a fufficient number of wooden formers, of a proper

fize, muſt likewife be provided.

V.

On a march, each Company is to carry its own

particular cafks of cartridges, and alfo an equal diftri-

bution ofthe powder and ball defigned for exerciſe ;

the whole of which, at the end of the march, muſt be

returned to the quarter-mafter's ftores.

་

VI.

If the Ball Cartridges are not expended on duty,

after being made fome months, they fhould be broke

up, and replaced by fresh ones, as Powder in Car-

tridges for a length of time, cakes or moulders into

duft, and thereby confiderably lofes its original

ftrength.

VII. As

The charge of cartridge paper of all forts must be made inthe Non-

effective account.
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VII.

As the yearly allowance of Ammunition is very

finall, except on Service, every method is required

for œconomy, if a Commanding-officer wifhes to

have it in his power, to practife his Battalion to fire,

as often as it is neceffary for its improvment ; the

Cartridges therefore uſed at common Exerciſe fhould

not be under fixty to a pint, though at other times,

fifty may bethe calculation.

VIII.

The Pioniers, under the direction of the orderly

Corporals, fhould make up the Cartridges for Exer-

cife, but if more are wanted than can be done in

time, a proper number of men muſt be appointed to

affift them, for which they are to be allowed a duty,

in the Rofter of fatigue.

IX.

Allfpare Cartridges, after Exercife, muſt be col-

lected by the Corporals, before the Companies are

difmiffed, and be by them returned to the Quarter-

mafter's Stores, for the ufe of Recruits.

X.

As the Ball Cartridges are always inthe poffeffion of

the Men on Service, puniſhments must be inflicted

for lofing any part through neglect, and the greateſt

care muſt be taken, to prevent their being broke or

damaged ; but as accidents of that kind will happen,

in fpite of the Soldiers beft endeavours to the con-

trary ; and as it is fo very effential to the Service,

that they ſhould be conftantly in good condition, and

compleated to whatever may be the * regulated num-

ber, an Officer of a Company fhould, at every morn-

ing Roll-calling, examine minutely into the State of

all the Cartridges and Flints, and fend a return of

the number damaged , or expended on duty, to the

Quarter-mafter, that he may make up a general one

for

* Each Soldier in the Allied Army, during the late War, conſtant-

ly marched with fixty Rounds.
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for the Regiment, to be figned by the Commanding-

officer, and lofe no time in having the deficiencies

fupplied, fromthe flying Magazine of the Army.

XI.

Whenever Soldiers return from Detachments or

out Poſts, on which they may perhaps have loaded ,

without expending their fhot, the orderly Corporals

muſt be anſwerable that no Firelock is returned to

the Bell-tent, until the charge has firſt been drawn,

as a precaution againſt accidents ; and that he may

likewife collect the Balls, to be returned tothe Quar-

ter-maſter, in order to be accounted for to the flying

Magazine, by which they will be demanded.

XII .

The general yearly allowance of Ball to a Regi-

ment, when not on Service, being only four to each

Man, the infufficiency of that number, for frequent-

ly practifing the Companies in firing at marks, muft

be very obvious ; it will therefore be abfolutely ne-

ceffary, as thefe four Balls are fcarcely enough, to

anfwer the purpoſes mentioned in the IId Article of

this Chapter, that molds and lead be provided for the

Companies, in order to caſt an additional quantity;

the expence of which is but trifling, if the Butts for

firing at are fixed againſt a bank , from whence the

Balls can eaſily be dug out by the Pioniers, and caſt

again.

CHA P. XVI.

Of Courts-martial and Punishments, and the Eftablish-

ment of an Order of Merit.

As

ART. I.

S Subordination, and ftrict Diſcipline, cannot

(from the general depravity of the Soldiery)

be properly fupported, without having recourfe to

the fevereft puniſhments, it often becomes neceffary

for
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"

for Officers to require the authority ofa Court-martial,

to enable them to take fuch rigorous methods ; in do-

ing which, however, the greateſt caution muſt be

ufed, that the nature of the offence may be equal to

an application of fuch confequence, nothing making

the importance of a Court-martial fink fo low in the

opinion of Soldiers, as feeing them ordered on the

moſt trivial occafions, for which an Officer (by his

own authority) might have inflicted a puniſhment,

fufficiently adequate, and probably as fevere a one,

as a Court-martial may chufe to do.

II.

Officers have many methods, by which they may

endeavour to reduce their Soldiers to a proper

Syftem of behaviour, without the aid of a Court-

martial ; when all thefe prove ineffectual towards a

reformation (after repeated trials ) it will be time

enough to proceed to extremities ; and Officers will

feel a fatisfaction, at having treated them with as

much lenity as was confiftent with their Duty.

III.

That a Regimental Court-martial may ever fup-

port its confequence, and not be expofed to the ne

ceffity of trying Soldiers for offences of very little

moment, it would be extremely right to obferve a

method practifed in the Pruffian fervice, viz . before

a Soldier is ordered to be tried, an Officer of the

Company he belongs to is directed to examine into

the circumftances of his offence, and reports to the

Commanding-officer, whether there is matter enough

in it to appear before a Court-martial : this of courſe

muft exclude all frivolous matters from ever appear-

ing before fuch a Court, and be a means of raifing

the Soldier's notions of it to a greater degree of

veneration, than can be expected, when made too

common and familiar on every occafion.

IV.

An Officer fhould be well convinced in his own

mind ofhis having taken every meaſure, that huma

nity
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nity can dictate to him, for the reformation of a

Soldier, before he pofitively determines on bring-

ing him to a Court-martial, for the firſt time ; as it

often happens, that by expofing him to a corporal

puniſhment, he thereby lofes all fenfe of fhame ;

and being once difgraced, by ftripping at the Hal-

berds, becomes more profligate than before, from a

miſtaken notion, which prevails among the vulgar,

that as a good character can never afterwards be

eſtabliſhed, it matters not, in what manner they be-

have there are however fome exceptions to this

rule ; as, when a Soldier commits an offence, ſo ex-

tremely capital, that an Officer cannot with any de-

gree of common prudence, hefitate at producing it

before a Court-martial, even though it fhould have

been the firſt he ever was guilty of : an example to

others makes it abfolutely neceffary.

V.

As the evidences for and againſt a priſoner, at a

Regimental Court-martial, are to be examined with

the greateſt nicety, and coolnefs, in order to come

at the truth, which (from not being impowered to

adminiſter an oath) often becomes very difficult ; and

as the proceedings of it are entirely governed by the

Articles of War, and cuſtom ofthe Army, it is very

obvious, how neceffary it must be, for the Members

who compofe it, to have fome knowledge and expe-

rience in both ; therefore Enfigns newly appointed,

are undoubtedly unfit for fuch a duty, from which

they fhould be excluded, until of one year's ftand-

ing in the Army, but during that time, ought to be

obliged to attend every Court-martial, that they may

thereby be enabled to form fome judgment in a

matter, which is always to be looked on in the moſt

ferious light.

VI.

A Member of a Court-martial is never to be an

evidence for, or againſt a Priſoner on his trial, fur-

ther than what relates to his character, if called on

Q
for
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for it ; it being contrary to what the Civil Law al-

lows, to which all military courts of juftice fhould

as near as poffible conform.

VII.

When a Soldier is to be tried by a General-court-

martial (which ought never to be the cafe, unlefs for

moft capital Offences) the Adjutant is to give him

timely notice of it, that his witneffes may be warned

to attend ; but if by a Regimental one, the Serjeant-

major muft inform him for the fame reaſons.

VIII

As a Soldier's character is often ofthe greateft con-

fequence at a Court-martial , that a diftinction may

be made between old offenders, and thofe of a lefs

profligate difpofition , every Company fhould keep

an alphabetical * Regifter ofits Men tried by Courts-

martial, to be produced whenever required, for the

information of the Court ; which, befides its ufe for

that purpofe, would be a cheque on Soldiers, when

they were affured that an account was kept of paft

offences, to appear as an aggravation againſt them,

whenever a repetition of ill-behaviour required it.

IX.

Puniſhments being as much intended for examples,

to deter others from tranfgreffing, as to reclaim the

perfons on whom they are inflicted, the whole Regi-

ment, or as great a part of it, as can conveniently

be affembled, fhould always attend whenever a Soldier

is to be puniſhed by the fentence of a Court-martial,

that they may not only diftinctly hear the proceedings

of his trial read, and fee the punishment executed,

but that it alfo may be explained to them, the fteps.

which had been taken to reclaim the offender, be-

fore feverity was uſed : it muſt likewife be an efta-

bliſhed rule, that, when a puniſhment is ordered by a

Court-martial, it be executed with the utmoſt rigour ;

by which the Soldiers will perceive, that though their

* See No. IV. of the Appendix.

Officers
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Officers are flow in proceeding to extremity, yet

when nothing elfe will do, they muſt expect to feel

the full weight of the lafhes allotted for them.

X.

When a corporal puniſhment is to be put in exe-

cution, the Surgeon or his Mate fhould always attend,

that he may judge how many lafhes may be inflicted ,

without endangering the health ofthe criminal, which

muſt as much as poffible be avoided, let him be ever

fo notorious and in order to prevent any ill confe-

quence, that might afterwards enfue from a Gangrene,

the Surgeon fhould be anfwerable, that his back is

properly attended.

XI.

Whenever the Regiment is under Arms, the

Drum-major fhould have his apparatus for whipping

conſtantly with him, as it fometimes happens, that

Courts-martial are neceffary at the Drum-head, and

that the execution of their fentence fhould be imme-

diate, in order to ftrike the greater terror : and as

he muſt have a proper fupply of implements ufed on

fuch occafions, a fund fhould be eftablifhed for that

purpoſe, by an allowance to him of two -pence for

every hundred laſhes inflicted, to be stopped from

the delinquent's pay, as an addition to his puniſh-

ment.

XII.

As the Serjeant and Corporal of a guard, where

priſoners are confined, fhould be made anfwerable

they never drink any thing but water, either in the

Guard-room, or going to, and from the place of trial

or puniſhment, that they may be thereby cool , and

of courfe more fenfible of the circumftances they

are under ; it will be right for a Soldier, who has been

whipped, to remain twenty-four hours after it in con-

finement, that he may have leifure to confider feri-

oufly of his crime ; whereas, was he to be immedi-

ately enlarged, it is odds, but he has recourſe to

fpirituous liquors, by which not only his body maybe

enflamed,
Q 2
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enflamed, but alſo his paffions, in the hurry of which,

he might perfuade himſelf into a belief of having

been ill-treated, and in confequence of it, either de-

fert, or take fome other unthinking ſtep .

XIII.

All prifoners confined for capital offences fhould

be fecured in irons, to render their impriſonment

more fecure ; for which reaſon , three or four pair of

hand-cuffs, and a pair of leg-bolts are requifite for a

Regiment, to be under the care ofthe Serjeant-major.

XIV.

Whilft a Soldier is in confinement, he fhould wear

his foraging-cap, that his hat may not be fpoiled, for

which the Non-commiffion-officer of the Squad of in-

ſpection he belongs to, muſt be anfwerable ; as ought

the Serjeant or Corporal, under whofe charge he is a

prifoner, that his coat be turned with the lining out-

wards, not only to keep it clean, but by way of dif-

grace, andmarking him particularly to the Centinel,

poſted at the prifon door ; but if to be tried by a

Court-martial, he muſt be dreffed in a becoming

manner, and as clean as at other times.

XV.

That Soldiers may not be detained in confinement

from their Duty, longer than is abfolutely necef-

fary for bringing them to trial, a * report muſt be

made daily to the Commanding-officer from the

Guard where they are confined, of their names and

crimes, and whether tried or not, that he may judge

in what manner to proceed, in his orders relative to

them it muſt alſo be obſerved, that when once a

Soldier is confined by an Officer, or a Non-commif-

fion one, and reported to the Commanding-officer ,

he cannot afterwards be properly releaſed, without

having firft obtained his particular leave for fo

doing.

XVI. As

* See No. V. of the Appendix.
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VI.

As a Regimental Court-martial is fubject to the re-

vifal of a General one, the greateſt form fhould be

obferved, in the method of taking down the pro-

ceedings, always mentioning in the preamble, by

whoſe order it is held, as a fanction for the Prefident

and Members, to enter on the trial of the priſoners

brought before them : the evidences againſt a prifoner

are firſt to be inferted ; then his defence and teftimo-

ny of his witneffes ; and if he be found guilty, the

Article and Section of the Articles ofWar, on which

he is convicted, must be particularly ſpecified : theſe

are niceties too often omitted, and may fometimes

be attended, with very difagreeable confequences.

XVII.

When a Soldier is fo abandoned and incorrigible as

not to be fubdued, by the fevereft corporal punifh-

ment, which by being frequently inflicted on his back,

renders it callous, and thereby of fo little effect, that

he is indifferent about any ſentence to be ordered by

a Court-martial, it will be extremely proper in that

cafe, to alter the Part for receiving the lafhes, and

apply them to his pofteriors ; the fenfibility of which,

added to the difgrace of being no longer treated as

a Man, may work a wonderful reformation, and per-

haps totally reclaim him : fuch experiments have often

produced fuch happy effects.

XVIII.

Amongthe puniſhments which the cuftom of the

Army authorizes Officers to inflict without the affift-

ance of a Court-martial, none has met with more

fuccefs in reducing many Soldiers to a proper fenfe of

their duty, than confinement in a black hole, or fome

retired place for a certain number of days during

which they fhould be allowed no more than a two-

penny loaf of bread, for twenty-four hours, with as

much

*

* In camp, a tent muſt be pitched at the quarter-guard for that pur-

poſe.
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much water as they chufe ; and the Non-commiffion-

officer of the guard, who has the management of

them, is to be anfwerable (as muſt the Centry poſted

over them) that they receive no other diet : the refi-

due of their pay to be credited in their accounts for

neceffaries, except a halfpenny per day, which muft

be given to the Quarter-mafter-ferjeant for providing

ftraw.

XIX. :

The prifoners in the black-hole and guard houſe,

fhould be taken out of confinement every fair day,

under the care of a Non-commiffion-officer, and a

proper number of centries to take the air, for about

an hour ; and whilft they are out, the windows and

doors ofthe places of confinement fhould be thrown

open, and all means uſed, by cleanlineſs, to keep

them wholeſome ; for though it is neceffary to puniſh

offenders, yet a due regard muſt be fhewn to their

health : if there be a drill for aukward Men, it is im-

poffible to air the prifoners better, than by obliging

them (unless under the ſentence of a Court-martial,

in which cafe it would be improper) to join that ſquad

at exerciſe, as an effectual means of contributing to

their health, and alfo of improvement in handling of

their arms.

XX.

The ftrawin the black-hole fhould be changed once

a week, to prevent the encreaſe of vermin ; and in

winter a blanket muſt be allowed each Man confined

there, to prevent his taking cold : if a neceffary tub

can be fixed (which the priſoners fhould be obliged to

empty and cleanfe every morning) it will anfwer beft ;

but fhould that be attended with any inconvenience,

and that they are obliged to ufe another place, two

careful Centries must be fent with every Prifoner,

who are to be anfwerable for his not getting any fort

offood, or drink, whilft they are out.

XXI. Ano-
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XXI.

Another excellent puniſhment, which rather may..

be called a method of publickly fhaming Soldiers into

good behaviour, is, for every Company to have an

iron fetter, with a chain, two feet in length, and at

the end of it, a log of wood, of about four pounds,

which when locked upon a Soldier's leg , at the fame

time that he wears his coat turned infide-out, expofes

him at roll-callings (which he fhould be obliged to at-

tend) fo much to the ridicule of his brother Soldiers,

that ifhe has the fmalleft fenfe of fhame, he will cer-

tainly avoid being again difg a ced, by a ſteady atten-

tion to his duty, and exerting himfelf in every parti-

cular, to recover the favour of his Officers.

XXII.

As the character of a Non-commiffion-officer,

fhould be placed in fuch a light, on all occafions, as

to demand the higheſt refpect from Soldiers ; and as

every circumſtance fhould be adhered to, that can

tend to the eſtabliſhment of their confequence, it

muft be highly improper, when guilty of miſdemean-

ers, to reduce them, whilft in the rank of Non-com-

miffion-officers, to a level with the private Men, by

impriſoning them together in the fame place : fuch a

degradation muft of courfe confiderably leffen them

in the opinion of a Soldier ; it would therefore bethe

means of fupporting their authority, and adding a

weight to their command, if a place was allotted for

their confinement, and that of the Drum and Fife-

majors, feparate from the private Men, and not fub-

ject to the rigours impofed on them, in many parti-

culars, except in being ftrictly deprived of their li

berty : a diſtinction of this kind, would even make

the Non-commiffion-officers themſelves proud of their

own confequence, and anxious to be continued in

employments, which intitled them to fo much defe-

rence.

XXIII. When
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XXIII .

When a Soldier fo far forgets the character of his

profeffion, and can be mean enough to commit a theft,

no mercy fhould be fhewn him, in the puniſhment

allotted for it ; and it ſhould alſo be a fixed rule to

difmifs fuch a wretch, with every mark of infamy,

from the honour of being longer a Soldier : and this

ought to be done, even when Men are moft difficult

to be got; it being much more for the reputation of

a Régiment, to want a part of its compliment, than

to keep thofe, who are a conftant reproach to it, and

who, by their example and infinuations, may corrupt

others.

XXIV.

To render the neceffity of applying to Court-mar-

tials lefs frequent, and to form a Battalion on princi-

ples, which muft produce the happieſt effects, an or-

der of merit is recommended for the Non-commif-

fion-officers, Drummers, and Private Men : by which

the deferving Soldier will be encouraged to perfevere

in thofe paths, which led him to the enjoyment ofſo

public a teftimony of his Officers approbation ; and

the vicious idle one may be likewife tempted, to imi-

tate that conduct, which gained the other fuch ap-

plauſe a number of years (not lefs than feven) em-

ployed in the cloſeſt attention to military duty, and

never in that ſpace, having incurred the cenfure of

a Court-martial, fhould entitle a Soldier to the ho-

nour of receiving at the head of the Regiment, from

the hand of the Commanding Officer a metal medal,

ofthe fize of half a crown, to hang by a ribband from

a button of his lapel, in the moft confpicuous part ;

on one fide of which, the device or number of the

Regiment to be raiſed , and on the reverfe, the words,

SEVEN YEARS MILITARY MERIT, encircled in a

wreath of laurels ; and as that paffion for applauſe ,

fo natural to mankind, in every condition of life ,

may create a defire in even the moſt profligate to

be fome time or other entitled to wear fuch an ho-

nourable
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nourable badge, they fhould by no means be ex-

cluded from it, if, by changing from their former

courfes, they attained to the preſcribed number of

years eftabliſhed for the order : the greateſt ftrict-

nefs muſt be obſerved in never conferring this medal

on any perfon, without having compleated his time

offervice to a day, and that without the fmalleft fuf-

picion to the prejudice of his character, becauſe, if

once a deviation from the original defign is counte-

nanced, the order of courfe muft fink in the eſteem

of the Soldiers , and will no longer anfwer the pur-

poſe of its eſtabliſhment : it muſt alſo be obſerved,

when a Soldier, by miſconduct, forfeits his pretenfions,

of being longer enrolled among the Men of Merit,

that his Medal be taken from him, by the Drum-

major, in the fame publick manner it was given to

him and to enforce a greater veneration for this or-

der, a particular preference fhould be fhewn to the

Men belonging to it, above the others, both in pre-

ferment, and every other indulgence in the power

of Officers to confer, by which, fuch principles muſt,

in a few years, be eſtabliſhed in a Regiment, that it

may reaſonably be expected, the Soldiers will feel

themſelves actuated by fentiments, which place them

above committing even trifling faults, much lefs fuch

as deferve the cognizance of a Court-martial.

*

CHA P. XVII.

Of Divine Worship, and fuppreffing all Sorts of Immo-

ralities among the Soldiers.

FR

ART. I.

ROM the natural profligacy of the lower clafs of

Men, and in general their total ignorance in

religious matters, it very much behoves Officers to

infift on the Non-commiffion-officers, Drummers, and

privateR

* See No. VI. of the Appendix .
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private Men, conftantly attending at divine worſhip,

in order to excite them to a decency of morals, and

to avoidmany immoralities, which a neglect, in this

particular, might leave them more at large to com-

mit.

II.

When the quarters of a Regiment have the advan-

tage ofbeing within a reafonable diftance ofa church,

the abfence of the Chaplain may in fome meafure be

overlooked, by having the Companies paraded on

Sundays and other holidays, in order to be marched

regularly to it ; on thefe occafions, the attendance of

the Officers will be a very ftriking example to the

Men, and therefore abfolutely neceſſary.

III.

No Man fhould on any pretence be excufed from

this folemn duty, unlefs he produces an unanfwer-

able reafon for it ; and that the Officers may be ena-

bled to have an eye to the behaviour of the Men,

during the fervice, a particular part of the church

fhould be applied for, that they may be all together ;

it will alfo deprive them of an opportunity to quit the

church, before the proper time, to marchthem back

to the parade, in the fame order they left it, and af-

ter calling the rolls to difinifs them there.

IV.

Ifthere be any Diffenters among the Soldiers, and

that an opportunity offers of attending the fervice of

their Religion, they ſhould be allowed fo reaſonable a

privilege, and be paraded feparately from the others,

in order to be marched to the Kirk, with Non-com-

miffion-officers, in proportion to their number ; other-

wife they muſt conſtantly attend at church.

V.

Whilſt a Regiment is in the field , the attendance

of the Chaplain is feldom difpenfed with, though at

other times (contrary to the cuſtom of all other

Chriſtian armies) moft fhamefully neglected ; there-

fore, as great an advantage must be taken of thofe

few
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few months of refidence as can be ; and though no

other steps fhould be attempted by him, to improve

the morals ofthe Soldiers (a circumftance very much

in his power) he fhould be obliged to give prayers

three days in the week, at leaft, to the Regiment,

formed in a circle, when it must be infifted on, that

as great a number of Officers and Soldiers attend, as

can be fpared from unavoidable duty, and that as be-

coming a decency appears in the behaviour of the

whole as if at church: a fermon fhould likewife be

preached on Sundays, calculated for the understand-

ing of the Soldiers, and pointing at fuch vices as they

have been moſt remarked in.

VI.

During the refidence of the Chaplain, it should be

an eſtabliſhed part of his duty to give prayers daily at

the regimental hofpital to the fick, and endeavour to

feize that ferious feafon of reflection, for fixing in

their minds a proper fenfe of religion and morality,

as the certain means of making them the better Sol,

diers, in cafe of their recovery : the Sacrament

fhould alfo be frequently adminiſtered at that place,

where, as great a number of the Regiment, as chuſe

it, ought to be encouraged to attend.

VII.

Curfing and fwearing is to be forbid in a moſt par-

ticular manner, and all methods uſed for fupprefling

fo unmeaning and unprofitable a vise : drunkenneſs

muſt likewiſe be fo much difcouraged, that a Soldier

fhould be taught to believe it a difgrace to be feen fo

at any time, much lefs upon duty ; and as a fevere

cenfure is always to be paffed on them when fober,

only for having been in fuch a condition , of courſe,

to commit an offence, for which they have the info-

lence to offer drunkenneſs as an excufe, fhould enti-

tle them to extraordinary puniſhment : Officers and

Non-commiffion-officers must make it a point, there-

fore, to diſcountenance on all occafions fo pernicious

a vice, by conftantly confining every Soldier they

R 2 meet
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meet in fuch a fituation, without confidering whether

or not he belongs to their particular Company : the

advantage of fuch a cuſtom will foon be very obvi-

ous, evenifno other purpoſe was to be anfwered by

it, than keeping them from falling into miſchief, whilst

in a ſtate offtupefaction.

VIII.

It will likewife be found of confequence, to pre-

vent all forts of gaming, which, befides the tempta-

tion it too often throws in a Soldier's way of ufing

profane oaths, has frequently been the cauſe of an

embezzlement of neceffaries, or fome other impro-

per ſtep, in order to fupport a run of ill fuccefs ; and

as the Serjeants and Corporals, by being unavoidably

about the Men, have it certainly in their power to

put an effectual ſtop to fo deftructive a practice, their

conniving at it in the ſmalleſt degree fhould always

be puniſhed in a moft exemplary manner.

IX.

As difputes and quarrels will fometimes arife be-

tween the Soldiers quartered in a town, and the inha-

bitants, and between the Soldiers of the fame, or

different Regiments ; it isthe immediate duty of the

Officers of the Company, to which the Soldiers be-

long, who are engaged in fuch difputes, to 'go to the

place where the quarrels have happened, and enquire

directly into their cauſes : if the affair feems to be

of importance, or likely to be attended with ill con-

fequences, the Officers are thento take down in writ-

ing all the circumftances of the difpute, together

with the names of the perfons prefent (not engaged

with the difputing parties) that a Court-martial may

have light by means of thefe informations, .taken

upon the fpot, and that proper evidences may be

procured to clear the matter up : and in cafes where

Soldiers are accuſed of robbery, theft, or other ill

actions, the Officers of the Company are likewife to

do their utmoſt to be well informed of all particu-

lars, with the names of the parties injured, that they

may
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may make clear and proper reports to the Command-

ing-officer, that juftice may be done, as well upon the

offenders, as to thofe on whom the violence is com

mitted.

CHA P. XVIII.

Of difcharging Non-commiffion- officers and Soldiers, and

recommending them to the Invalids.

A

ART. I.

S it is to be fuppofed, that a Regiment has fuch

Men only in it, as are capable and fit for any

Service, which may be required from them, it mult

be wrong for a Soldier to be longer detained as fuch,

than whilft he can anfwer the ends for which his

country had engaged him ; therefore when age, infir-

mities, or the cafualties of War, have rendered a

Man unable to perform the feveral Duties of his pro-

feffion, he ought undoubtedly to be diſcharged, elſe

the ftrength of a Battalion muft appear more formi-

dable on paper than under Arms, and expofe a Com-

manding-officer thereby to the cenfure of thofe,

whofe province it is to find fault ; as by his proceed-

ing in fuch a manner, the real ferviceable ſtate of

the Regiment remains by no means afcertained.

II.

And as the humanity of government has made a

* provifion for Soldiers, who are worn out, or dif-

abled in the Service, there can fcarcely be a pre-

tence for detaining fuch men in a Regiment, as they

may be recommended to the Invalids, and by that

meansquictly enjoy repofe the remainder oftheirlives,

inftead of being expofed to thofe fatigues which every

Corps is fubject to, and that without being able to

afford the leaft advantage to the Service, to which

they are rather an incumbrance.

III. It

The Provifion for Invalids on the English establishinent is very

fufficient ; but that on the Irith very poor.
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III.

It ſhould not however be understood, that every

Man, who grows old, infirm , or has been diſabled in

a Regiment, is entitled to a provifion among the In-

valids, unless he has merited fuch a mark of appro-

bation, by a ſteady attention to every part of Duty,

during his courfe of Service ; otherwife it would be

equally rewarding the deferving Soldier, and him of

a contrary character, and confequently deftroy that

emulation for doing well, which can only be kept

up by judiciouſly diftributing rewards and punifh-

ments.

IV.-

A man troubled with fits, a rupture, inveterate

ulcerated legs, or any material defect in his limbs, by

wounds or otherwife, can never be allowed capable

of performingthe duty of a Soldier ; therefore, when

all methods have been in vain tried to conquer fuch

complaints, and the proper judges have declared

him incurable, and that no impofition is to be fufpe&t

ed, he ought to be difcharged the first convenient

opportunity.

V.

Though a Soldier enjoys good health, and has a

tolerable appearance, yet, if by the moft trifling

March, his feet are galled and fore, in fpite of every

method to prevent it, he furely is not qualified for

the Infantry, and fhould be difcharged as foon for

that, as any other complaint, being equally unfit for

Service, from his incapacity to keep up with his divi-

fion, and being always obliged to feck relief upon a

Baggage-carriage .

VI.

If a Soldier has an opportunity of bettering his

fortune in another way of life, and will provide, at

his own expence, a man equally as tall, and of as

good an appearance as himſelf, with an unexception-

able character, it will be fevere to refufe diſcharg-

ing him (ifthe Regiment is not on Service) efpecially

as
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as, by fuch a denial, his fituation becomes irkſome,

and of courfe, he no longer performs his duty with

that alacrity, which perhaps before diftinguifhed him,

and which, it fhould be the peculiar care of Officers,

to encourage by every means that prudence can

fuggeft.

VII.

A Soldier, who has ferved with reputation twenty

years, fhould, if he requeſts it, be indulged with a

difcharge (let him be ever fo fit for Service, at the

time he makes the application) and recommended to

the Invalids : when we reflect, what a 'confiderable

part of a Man's life is comprifed in fuch a term, and

what merit is due to a Soldier, who, with fidelity,

performs his duty to his country for fo long a period

(to him the most valuable of his exiſtence, being ge-

nerally the blooming years of youth, it muſt be uni-

verfally allowed, that he has fully purchaſed this laft

mark of approbation from his Officers, who by act-

ing in fo generous a manner, at once point out to

the other Soldiers, what honours they are always

ready to beſtow on a deferving Veteran.

VIII.

In order to prevent the difcharge granted to a

Soldier from falling into the hands ofDeferer, and

thereby impofing on the public, an exact defcription

of the perfon difcharged fhould always be inferted

in the body of it, the reafons alfo for his being dif-

charged, and his true character in the Regiment ;

which laft, when known by the Soldiers to be an in-

variable rule, might be a means of influencing them

to be more cautious of their behaviour : and that

every chance for counterfeiting a difcharge may be

effectually guarded againft, the Adjutant must always

be provided with printed blank ones, ready to fill

up; on the top of which, the device or number of

the Corps, encircled by Trophies of War, fhould be

impreffed by a neat Copper-plate, which it will be

very much the intereft of a Regiment to allow, for

this
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this and other purpoſes ; as it must be more confpi-

cuous on the diſcharge, than the impreffion of a ſeal,

on either wax or wafers, befides not being fo eafily

effaced.

IX.

When a Soldier is diſcharged, every demand he

is justly entitled to muſt be paid to him, and alſo a

fufficient allowance of fubfiftence, to fupport him to

the place of his abode before he was enlifted ; for all

of which he fhould fign a receipt, on the back of

his diſcharge, as a proof of his having no demand

upon his Officers, and to guard againſt the hazard of

being expofed to any future litigation with him : the

fame muſt be obferved , fhould he be recommended

to the Invalids, with this difference, that he is to re-

ceive full pay, until the day of his admiffion, being

allowed more effective on the mufter-roll for that

time.

X.

If a Soldier, to be diſcharged, has the honour of

wearing a Medal of merit, it fhould undoubtedly be

given to him, to corroborate the character inferted in

his diſcharge, and that he may have a laſting teftimo-

ny of good behaviour, to produce on every occafion

when his intereſt may require it.

XI.

As it fometimes happens, that Soldiers are arreſted,

for pretended debts above ten ponnds, by the joint

contrivance of themfelves and friends, from a pre-

fumption that the Regiment feeing little probability

of their ever paying fuch a fum, or returning to

their duty, will at once difcharge them ; after which

they are immediately enlarged, and effectually loit

to the Service : to diſappoint, therefore , fuch fraudu-

lent defigns, no difcharge fhould ever be given to a

man under thofe circumſtances, nor any fubfiſtence

allowed him, during his confinement ; by which

means, he will foon be tired of a prifon, and his

friends of fupporting him in it ; in confequence of

which,
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which, he will ſpeedily be releaſed, either to return

to his colours, or from a fuppofition , that his having

received no pay during his confinement is equal to a

diſcharge) to abfcond ; in which cafe all means fhould

be uſed for apprehending him as a Deferter, and a

profecution commenced againft his friends, for har-

bouring him as fuch.

XII.

When a Soldier is charged with a capital offence,

for which he is to be furrendered to the civil power,

and there is fufficient reafon to fuppofe it will be prov-

ed againſt him, he ſhould immediately be difcharged,

as it cannot be much to the honour of a Regiment to

fuffer him to take his tryal, much lefs to be executed ,

under the name of belonging to it ; and care muſt be

taken, that he is ftript of every mark of drefs , which

may point out his ever having been a military perſon,

providing him with cloaths more fuitable to his fitua-

tion.

XIII.

To prevent as little lofs as poffible in the cloathing

of a Regiment, it fhould be contrived to diſcharge all

the Invalids, and others, who are unfit for ſervice, a

little before the time of iffuing new cloaths, which will

be thereby left for the Recruits, that are to replace

them, without any additional expence to the Colonel ,

or injuftice to the Soldier, who is permitted to take

away the cloaths he wears, they being all he then has

paid for, as a year's cloathing is always delivered in

advance : ifthis precaution be not obſerved , and that

a Man fhould be diſcharged after having received his

new cloaths, it will be impoffible (though he has no

right to them) to take them from him, without an al-

lowance of fomething in their ftead ; the charge of

which muft fall upon the Colonel, otherwife the

Recruit, who replaces the diſcharged Man, muft re-

main in his peafant's cloaths, until the next general de-

$ livery
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livery of cloathing to the Regiment, unleſs the Colo-

nel chufes to give him an extraordinary fuit .

XIV.

When a Soldier is difcharged at his own requeſt,

and provides another Man in his room, it is but rea-

fonable, that he fhould leave every part of his cloath-

ing behind (let him be ever fo much entitled to it) for

the ufe ofthe Recruit, as it cannot be expected, after

granting fuch a piece of indulgence, that the Regi-

ment, or Colonel , fhould be at the expence of pro-

viding extraordinary cloathing for this Man, or fuffer

him to remain in coloured cloaths for any time.

XV.

Whena Soldier, for fcandalous incorrigible behavi-

our, is deemed by a Court-martial unworthy of the

honour oflonger ferving in the Corps, and therefore

fentenced to be drummed out with every mark of in-

famy, a label fhould always be fixed on his back and

breaft, in large characters, ſetting forth his crime,

which ſhould alſo be inferted in his diſcharge, with

the puniſhment he received ; and to make his infamy

more notorious , and to prevent his attempting to im-

pofe upon the publick, or on other Regiments, his

name, deſcription and character, fhould be immedi-

ately advertiſed at large in the Gazette : this method,

befides particularly marking him to his country, as

a perfon by no means to be depended on, will in ge-

neral inform other Soldiers, what infamy awaits all

villainous behaviour.

CHA P. XIX.

Of granting Furloughs to Non-commiffion - Officers and

Soldiers, with the neceffary Reftrictions for it.

ART. I.

WHEN Soldiers are deferving of it , Officers

fhould undoubtedly gratifythem in every rea-

fonable indulgence, that can contribute to their hap-

pinefs
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pinefs and content ; and as nothing is more natural

than a defire of feeing their friends and relations, it

muſt be very proper to grant them fometimes leave of

abſence, for that purpoſe, but under certain reftric-

tions.

II.

Whilft a Regiment is on fervice, Furloughs are ne-

ver to be thought on, nor fhould they at other times

be granted, from the firft of April, to the firſt of Oc-

tober, thofe being the months for conftant exerciſe,

during which, every Non-commiffion-officer and Sol-

dier is to remain with his company.

III.

As the regular method for a Soldier to obtain a

Furlough, is, by his Captain's application to the Com-

manding Officer, who generally grants it from the de-

pendance he has on the propriety of it ; it muſt be

obvious to every Officer how neceffary it is he fhould

apply for thoſe only, who are of ſuch fober morals,

that their behaviour, when abfent from the Regiment,

may be depended on ; but as even fuch Men, from an

eagerness to ſee their friends, may inconfiderately re-

queft a leave of abfence, he ſhould endeavour to find

out their reaſons, for expecting a benefit by it, or ( if

nothing but a mere defire of feeing their friends urges

them to it) whether they are in circumftances fuffi-

cient to maintain them, during their abſence, without

becoming a burthen ; otherwife it muſt be a diſtreſs

to both parties, eſpecially to the Soldier, by wearing

out his fhoes and linen on the march, and fhould

therefore be refufed, but not in a harfh or auftere

manner, nor without clearly explaining to him the

reafon for fo doing ; by which, when he perceives

that his intereſt and advantage are the only cauſes of

the denial, inſtead of being diſcontented, he will be

rather thankful to his Officer.

IV.

It ſhould be a rule never to permit more than two,

three, or four private Men per Company (according

S 2 to
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to the eſtabliſhment of it) to be abfent at a time, on

Furlough, as the duty muft otherwiſe be often too

fevere upon the other Soldiers : nor ought their leave

to exceed above three months at moft, as by alonger

abfence they might form connections very prejudicial

to that ſort ofſpirit, which fhould actuate the conduct

of every good Soldier : the leave of abfence for the

Non-commiffion -officers is never to interfere with

that ofthe private Men, but to be regulated by a dif-

tinct Rofter, under the infpection of the Adjutant ;

at the fame time, that all applications in their favour,

for fuch an indulgence, muſt be made to the Com-

manding Officer by their own particular Captains.

V.

Every Soldier, to whom a Furlough is granted,

fhould leave the half of his pay in his Officer's hands,

to anſwer for the wear of fhoes and other neceffaries ,

in cafe he fhould be diſappointed, and receive none

from his friends.

VI.

A Soldier is to be moft ftrictly enjoined to appear

ás clean and well dreffed, whilft on Furlough as at

other times ; and fhould it by any chance appear he

has been otherwife , he ought never to be again en-

truſted from the Regiment, as fuch a Man can have

the credit and reputation of it but very little at heart.

VII.

A Soldier, who has the infolence not to return punc-

tually at the expiration of his Furlough, unleſs pre-

vented by fickness, or fome other very extraordinary

occafion (of which he is to produce moſt authentic

certificates) befides being never again indulged in that

way, fhould likewife be puniſhed, and his pay for the

time he has overftayed be given for the ufe of the Re-

gimental-hoſpital ; and this fhould be the eſtabliſhed

method oftreating them, though their Furloughs may

have been renewed by a civil or military Officer ;

fuch a licenſe being very detrimental to the difcipline

of a Regiment, and often very injudicioufly affumed,

therefore
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therefore fhould be difcouraged as much as poffi-

ble.

VIII.

That all the Soldiers in a Company, whoſe be-

haviour entitles them to the favour of their Officers,

and whofe occafions for going on Furlough feem

plaufible, may never have caufe to be difcontented,

by the leaft appearance of partiality, in one Man's

having leave of abſence oftener than another, an al-

phabetical regifter fhould be kept in each, of the

men who have been on Furlough, with remarks, if

any have overſtayed, been renewed, or otherwiſe

tranfgreffed ; that upon any future applications , it

may at once be aſcertained , when every Man was

abfent, and whether they then, by any misconduct,

forfeited all pretenfions to an indulgence of that

kind.

IX.

Before a Soldier receives his Furlough, he is to

deliver up his arms and accoutrements to the Ser-

jeant or Corporal of the fquad of infpection he be-

longs to, that they may be depoſited in the Com-

pany's ftores, in order to be taken proper care of till

his return.

X.

It being the Serjeant-major's province to fill up

Furloughs, for which he is generally allowed a day's

pay by the Man for whom it is drawn, an Officer on

having obtained the Commander's leave for the ab-

fence of a Non-commiffion- officer or Soldier, fhould

fend a Serjeant of the Company to inform him of it,

that he may have the Furlough ready for the Adju-

tant, to get it figned by the Commanding Officer, at

the next time of his receiving orders ; after which,

he is to fend it to the Officer who applied for it.

XI. In

* See No. VII . of the Appendix .
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XI.

In order to prevent a Furlough, which has been

properly granted to a Soldier, from being the means

of impofing on the publick by having accidentally fal-

len into the hands of a Deferter, an exact deſcription

of the Man for whom it was defigned , fhould always

be inferted at large : and that it may be impoffible for

any one to uſe the leaft deceit or counterfeit, the Ser-

jeant-major (as he is paid for it) muſt be obliged to

have always a fupply of printed Furloughs, with the

device or number of the Regiment, in the fame man-

ner as directed for the diſcharges, in the VIIIth Ar-

ticle ofthe XVIIIth Chapter.

XII.

If any troops are quartered in the town, to which

a Soldier's Furlough is granted, he ſhould upon his

arrival there, (after dreffing himſelf in a proper man-

ner) repair to the Commanding Officer, and fhew

him his leave of abſence ; it being a becoming com-

pliment, and a certain proof of his intending to fup-

port the character of a Soldier during his refidence

there.

XIII .

A Soldier muft be moft ftrictly forbid not to at-

tempt taking up any money on account offubfiftence,

whilſt he remains on Furlough, unleſs in a cafe of

the greateſt extremity : and to prevent as much as

poffible his prefuming to do fo, a memorandum ſhould

always be inferted in the Furlough, to mark the time

to which he is fubfifted ; after feeing which, no pru-

dent perfon will think of advancing him a farthing, as

the Regiment cannot be expected to repay more

fubfiftence for him, than what he is abfolutely enti-

tled to.

CHA P.
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CHAP. XX.

Of Defertion, and the Precautions to be taken to prevent

A

it as much as poffible.

ART. I.

Soldier, who, after having fworn to ferve his

King and Country faithfully, can be baſe enough

to forfeit that folemn oath, by deferting from the fer-

vice, is furely not entitled to the leaſt degree of fa-

vour, therefore fhould be always tryed (when re-

taken) by a general court-martial, unlefs fuch cir-

cumftances appear to the Commanding Officer, as

induce him to imagine, that a regimental one may

probably inflict as great a puniſhment as the other

might judge neceffary ; in which cafe, that fo capital

an offence may be reduced to the cognizance of this

inferior court, the crime againſt the prifoner muſt be

changed from defertion to the fofter term, of abfent-

ing himſelffrom his Company without leave.

II.

As a corporal puniſhment in general has not that

effect, in deterring Soldiers from repeating deſertion,

that could be wifhed (nothing being more fre-

quent than ther deferting, when fcarcely recovered

from a fevere whipping , inflicted for the fame offence,

owing to the abandoned principles of fuch Men, and

from the protection they too often meet amongſt

their friends) it would be a confiderable checque upon

the conduct of fuch incorrigible villains, and contri-

bute in a great meaſure to the removing an evil fo

very hurtful to the fervice, if every Soldier, who had

the infolence to defert a fecond time, was to be tried

by a General Court-martial ; in hopes, ifhe was not

fentenced to death, that he might to perpetual baniſh-

ment in the Corps of Infantry, ftationed on the coaft

of Africa ; which laft, it were to be much wifhed,

had always the preference of a corporal puniſhment,

as the certain means of intimidating much more ;

from the opinion univerfally and juftly entertained by

the
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the foldiery ofthe inhofpitable and unhealthy fituation

of that country and in the fame manner fhould a

Soldier be treated, who is claimed from another Re-

giment (though it be his firft defertion) as it muſt be

evident, his defign is to commit a fraud upon the

publick, by enlifting into different corps for the fake

ofthe enlifting money,

III.

It is a miſtaken piece of lenity to pardon a Recruit,

who deferts, before he joins the Regiment, merely

becauſe he is a Recruit, as fuch a Man can have no-

thing to plead for fo doing, therefore it muft have

been the refult of a vicious and difhoneft difpofition,

which it is neceffary to attempt reclaiming on its firſt

appearance.

IV.

Though a Soldier who deferts has an inclination to

return to his colours on condition of being pardoned,

it cannot tend to the good of the ſervice to grant any

other terms to fuch a Man, than furrendering at the

difcretion of the Commanding Officer ; as many

might be encouraged to abſent themſelves, if a capitu-

lation of that kind was admitted ; nor would it have

much the appearance of exact difcipline (unleſs on a

very extraordinary occafion) for fo great an indul-

gence to be granted, after being guilty of one of the

higheſt military offences.

V.

As the ſpeedieft methods fhould be taken for en-

deavouring to apprehend Deferters, when a Soldier is

abfent at any ofthe roll-callings , and has not had his

Officers leave for being fo, the Serjeant or Corporal

ofthe fquad of inſpection to which he belongs, fhould

immediately repair to his tent or quarters, and ex-

amine the contents of his knapfack, from which, if

he miffes any part of his neceffaries, above what may

be reaſonably fuppofed he has on, he muft apply to

the perſon who ufually wafhed for fuch Man, with

whom should none of the articles miffing be found,

there
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there remains but little doubt of his elopement ; and

no time is to be loft, in acquainting the Command-

ing-officer of the Company, and Adjutant of it, that

proper parties may be difperfed on the roads, the

moft likely for him to have taken ; for which pur-

poſe, and that the fending off thefe parties, may be

the more expeditious, the Adjutant ought always to

have fome Paffes figned bythe Commanding-officer,

ready to fill up on fuch occafions : and in order to

make the enquiry and fearch of theſe ſmall detach-

ments, more diligent and brifk, a gratuity (befides

the act of parliament allowance) fhould always be

given bythe Regiment, to which ever has the fuccefs

of apprehending him ; it will alſo be right , to employ

fome of the most active of the Non-commiffion-

officers , to diſperſe fingly about the country, in the

difguife of peafants : thefe methods executed with

fpirit and quickneſs, may almoſt enfure the recovery

ofthe Deferter, and will ftrike a damp on others,

who are meditating an elopement, when they fee

fuch little chance of their being able to get cleverly

off.

VI.

Though advertiſing Deferters may not always an-

fwer the end propofed, yet when they have the pre-

fumption to offer to enlift with other Corps, it may

often be the means of their being apprehended, and

fhould in general be done (after all other methods,

for re-taking them, have been ineffectual) not only

in the public papers, but alfo by fixing up defcrip-

tions of them, in all the adjacent villages, and difperf-

ing them among the Regiments or recruiting parties,

that may be contiguous to the quarters : and that the

circulation of thefe advertiſements may be the more

expeditious, and of courfe more likely on that ac-

count, to be attended with fuccefs, every Company

fhould have fome printed blank ones ready to fill up.

T CHA P.
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СНА Р. XXI.

Of Regularity in keeping the Regimental Books, with

the general Ufe of them.

ART. 1.

A Regimental Book, being a record of all the
•

tranſactions in a Regiment, the greateſt exact-

nefs is neceffary, firft for difpofing the feveral parts

of it, in a proper method, and afterwards, for punc-

tually entering every circumitance in the order that

it happens, without which attention the affairs of a

Regiment muft foon be involved in confufion, and

no traces appear, by which the leaft information can

be given of past events.

II.

In fome Corps, one large book is appointed to

anſwer for the entry of every particular, which in

confequence of its unweildy fize, and the jumble of

occurrences, is with difficulty perufed ; it therefore

muſt be allowed much more methodical, and ready

for thoſe concerned in the inſpection , inftead of fuch

a volume, to have four of ſmaller fize, in folio , each

of which, to be appropriated to a particular entry,

and lettered on the back with the contents.

III.

Inthe first of thefe Books , all orders iffued from

his Majefty, his Viceroys, Secretary at War, Com-

mander in Chief, and General Officers, fhould be

entered, according to the priority of their dates ; and

likewife all ſtanding orders from any of the Regi-

mental Field-officers, with an index at the end.

IV.

In the fecond, copies ofgeneral Reviews, monthly

and weekly Returns, in the exact order of their be-

ing made, and alfo every other Return, for which

the Adjutant is accountable.

V. The
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V.

The third ſhould be employed for the fucceffion of

(1 ) Officers, (2) Serjeants and Corporals, and the

defcription of the (3) Drummers, Fifers, and pri-

vate Men, in alphabetical order, with a Regiſtry of

all cafualties, either by (4) Deaths, ( 5) Diſcharges,

or (6) Deſertion ; by which means, difputes about

feniority of former commiffions can at once be de-

cided amongſt the Officers ; the time of appointing

the Non-commiffion-officers be aſcertained ; and the

fervice of the whole Regiment fixed to a Day : be-

fides, in cafes of defertion, defcriptions can be more

readily made out, and on an application from a Sol-

dier's friends, to knowwhat is become ofhim, a fatis-

factory anſwer may at once be returned,

VI.

The keeping of theſe three Books being uſually

the province of the Adjutant, under the infpection

of the Major, he ought to ſpare no pains in conduct-

ing them with regularity ; the confequence of which

will be often moft fenfibly felt by him, in the expedi-

tion and correctneſs, with which he will thereby be

enabled to make out his Returns, as a Retroſpection

is often to be had, in doing them, to Returns given

in perhaps for months before.

VII.

The fourth Book, in which copies of all March

Routes, and returns of Arms, Accoutrements , Am-

munition, cloathing, Camp-equipage, and Forage,

received by, and delivered to the Regiment, and

delivered to the Regiment, muſt be conftantly enter-

ed by the Quarter-mafter, whofe buſineſs it is to have

it properly kept, as he likewife will find the advan-

tage, on many occafions, of being able to have re-

courſe to fuch authentic records.

T 2

(1 ) See No. VIII . of the Appendix.

(2 ) See No. IX . of ditto

(3) See No. X. of ditto.

(4) ( 5) (6) No. XI . XII . XIII . of ditto .

VIII. That



[ 148 ]

VIII.

That thefe Books may be always in good order,

and as little expofed to damage as poffible, a ftrong

box muſt be provided, large enough not only to hold

them, but also the blank Difcharges, Furloughs, en-

lifting Certificates, and all other papers neceffary to

be preſerved ; and asthey can never be diſpenſed with

from the Regiment, for the information and guidance

ofthe Field and Staff-officers, the box containing

them muft, by fome means or other, be carried on a

March, at the expence ofthe Regiment, in order for

their being conſtantly at the Head-quarters of it, as

all returns are made from thence.

CHA P. XXII.

Of Refpect and Compliments from the Soldiers to the

Non-commiffion- officers, and from both to the Officers.

ART. I.

E

VERY method fhould be purfued, for promot-

ing the confequence of Officers, in the opinion

of Soldiers, and obliging them, on all occafions, to

behave towards them with the higheſt marks of ho-

nour and reſpect, as that muſt lead effectually to a

proper fubordination, and thereby, to the eſtabliſh-

ment of the ftricteſt Diſcipline.

II.

Soldiers are therefore to be difcouraged from

ever prefuming to ſpeak of their Officers, at any

time, with the leaft appearance of freedom, but in

particular on a March, when many Corps indulge

them, in an unreftrained manner of behaviour, by

way of paffing off the length of the road, and keep-

ing up their fpirits : fuch aids undoubtedly are fome-

times neceffary, when confined to proper bounds,

but ſhould on no account be allowed, if the Name

of even a Non-commiffion-officer is to be the fub-

ject of their merriment, it being an indecent liberty,

and
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and tendingvery muchto leffen the authority, both of

Officers and Non-commiffion ones ; with the latter

ofwhom, Soldiers will naturally fuppofe it unneceffary

to obſerve any degree of refpect, whilft they are per-

mitted to ufe fuch infolence with thofe fo much their

fuperiors.

III.

Soldiers fhould be inftructed never to avoid their

Officers, through defign, but rather to put themſelves

in the way of being feen, that they may have an op-

portunity offhewing their reſpect, by taking off their

hats with the left hand, and letting them fall in an

eafy graceful manner down the thigh, with the crown

inwards ; keeping their body erect, looking full at the

Officer they intend to compliment, with a manly con-

fidence, and walking by him very flow : this method,

when executed properly, will have amuch more ſtrik-

ing effect, than only putting the hand to the hat, and

will be found not to injure the cock of it one bit

more, notwithſtanding that objection is made againſt

it by feveral military perfons.

IV.

Grenadiers, Drummers, and all Soldiers, who wear

caps, muft pay their compliments to an Officer on

paffing, by bringing up the back of the hand (the far-

theft from him) to the front ofthe cap, with a grace-

ful motion, and keeping it in that pofition as long as

they would remain with their hats off, obferving at

the fame time the other directions given in the IIId

Article.

མ .

Theſe marks of reſpect which are fo very becom-

ing, from Non-commiffion-officers, Drummers and

Soldiers, to their Officers, fhould be taught with as

much attention as any other part of their duty, and

must be one of the first things in which a Recruit

fhould be well inftructed , on his joining the Regi-

ment, as being a principal ftep towards his acquiring

a foldier-
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a foldier-like air, and laying afide the carriage of a

clown.

VI.

Though it must be an eftabliſhed rule for a Soldier

never to take off his hat, or lay his hand to his cap

with his arms in his hand, it does not however follow,

that upon that account no civility is to be paid by him.

to an officer ; on the contrary, he has it as much in

his power to fhew refpect under that circumftance, as

otherwife he could by advancing his firelock , moving

flow and erect, and looking him full in the face ; to

which the Officer ought to make the fame return as if

the Soldier had pulled his hat off : a Serjeant alfo, in

paffing by an Officer with his halbert, fhould carry it

advanced.

VII.

Nothing moreftrongly marksthe unformed Soldier,

and the aukward clown, than feeing one of them

when ſpoke to by an Officer, under a feeming appre-

henfion and anxiety, and the whole time employed ei-

ther in fcratching his head, or playing with his hat,

inftead of fixing himſelf in an eafy, fteady pofition,

with his hat hanging down by his left thigh, and look-

ing at the Officer with an air of modeft, manly confi-

dence, ready to anſwer any queſtions which may be

propoſed to him.

VIII.

When a Serjeant, or a Soldier, has his arms in his

hand, and has occafion to addrefs an Officer, he

fhould immediately recover them, and remain in that

pofition , until diſmiſſed .

IX.

Another point of civility which Soldiers fhould be

taught on all occafions to fhew their Officers, is never

to preſume to paſs between them and a wall : an at-

tention of this fort, though trifling as it may appear,

plainly fhews their great refpect, and places them

confiderably above the lower order of the people.

X. Merely
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X.

Merely fhewing refpect to an Officer of the Re-

giment, to which a Soldier belongs, does not fuffi-

ciently prove that obedience which ought to be incul-

cated in him ; for unleſs he on all occafions behaves

in the fame manner, and pays the fame compliment

to everyperſon who has the appearance ofan Officer,

it is evident, that what he fhews to thofe of his own

corps is more the effect of compulfion , than a fpirit

ofwell grounded difcipline .

XI.

When a Soldier is pofted centry, the compliment

due to every officer, dreffed as fuch, (without diftinc-

tion of corps) whom he knows not to be entitled to

refted arms, is to ftand fteady and upright with a

fhouldered firelock , until he has paffed quite clear of

his poft ; of which the Officer of courſe will take the

proper notice by pulling off his hat (a ceremony re-

ver to be omitted) as much through point of civility,

as to encourage him for having been attentive to his

duty.

XII.

In order to enforce the confequence of Non-com-

miffion -officers, it will be requifite to infift on fome

little mark of reſpect being fhewn them by the Sol-

diers, particularly when ſpeaking to them, and which

fhould confift in laying the back ofthe left hand tothe

hat on coming up, and going off, and ftanding fteady

during the converfation : the fame compliment fhould

be paid by the Serjeants and Corporals to the Ser-

jeant-major, and by the Drummers and Fifers, to

the Drum and Fife-majors : if a Soldier with a fire-

lock in his hand has occafion to addrefs a Non-com-

miffion-officer, he fhould lower it acrofs his body ;

a Corporal the fame to the Serjeant-major, and a

Serjeant with a halbert fhould club it.

CHAP.
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CHA P. XXIII.

Of working Men, with the Reftrictions neceffary to be

laid on them.

ART. 1.

WHEN Soldiers behave in fuch a manner as to

merit the approbation of their Officers, they

fhould be allowed the liberty of working, as they can-

not better employ themſelves in the intervals of duty,

than in induſtry and labour, which ought always to be

encouraged as the certain means of not only contri-

buting to their health, but alfo of enabling them to

undergo fatigue, whenever called on to it.

II.

It muſt however be obſerved, that they never en-

gage in works of drudgery , fuch as carrying coals,

removing dirt, or any other thing, which may reflect

difhonour on the Regiment, or leffen that character

which every Soldier of ſpirit ſhould endeavour by his

conduct to eſtabliſh in the opinion of the public.

III .

When a Soldier is permitted to work, the whole of

his pay fhould remain in his Captain's hands, to fup-

ply the extraordinary confumption of linen, &c.

which his working muft occafion ; he ſhould likewiſe

be obliged to give the Non-commiffion-officer ofthe

fquad ofinfpection to which he belongs, as muchfrom

his working money as will be fufficient to defray his

proportion of the mefs, unleſs he is a married man,

and on that account excuſed from meffing : ifhe fails

in punctually complying with a regulation fo advan-

tageous for his own intereft, it muſt at once be obvi-

ous, that drink alone is the object for which he la-

bours, and therefore he ſhould be ftruck off from any

further indulgence of that kind.

IV.

Thoſe who have liberty to work, and to be abſent

from roll-calling, fhould attend the Non-commiffion-

officer



[ 153 ]

officer oftheir ſquad every evening, to know ifthere

are any orders relative to them, and to fhew that they

keep their cloaths in proper order.

V.

A Soldier muſt not prefume to work in any part of

the regimentals, which he at any time is obliged to

wear upon a parade, but is to provide cloaths proper

for the bufinefs he engages in ; he is not however to

be allowed, on that account, to appear abroad with

an apron, or other mark of his profeffion , but to be

dreffed on that occafion with the fame exactneſs as any

other Soldier : an Officer, or Non-commiffion one

meeting him otherwife, fhould at once confine him

in the black-hole, and prevent his future working.

VI.

A working man is on no account to be exempt

from reviews of arms, &c. guards , or exercife ; and

if at any time it appears, that a Soldier neglects his

duty under arms, or feems to have forgot any part of

his military bufinefs from conftant attention to his

trade or work, he is to be kept clofe at the drill till

he is again perfectly acquainted with what he muft

never be permitted to remain ignorant of.

VII.

A Recruit is by no means to be allowed to work,

until he is at leaſt a year in the Regiment, and is tho

roughly acquainted with every part of his duty as a

Soldier.

VIII.

A working Man who gets drunk, contracts debts,

or fhews the ſmalleſt tendency towards being irregu-

lar, is to be deprived of that liberty, until he learns

how to make a better ufe ofthe favour and indulgence

of his Officers, by a more ſteady uniform method of

behaviour.

IX.

It ſhould be an eſtabliſhed rule never to permit

a Serjeant or Corporal to work on anypretence, as it

muft of courſe take off their attention from longer

U acting

1
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acting with that diligence and zeal , which is at all times

to be expected from them in the execution of their

duty it muſt alſo be moſt particularly forbid, that

they never prefume on any occafion to turn futtlers,

as by that all fubordination is at once deftroyed ; the

authority of the Non-commiffion- officer, giving way

to the intereft of the Brandy-feller, who it is natural

to fuppofe will not only enter into every fort of fa-

miliarity with the Soldiers, in order to entice them to

his houſe or tent, but for the fame reaſon will con-

nive at all their irregularities ; the confequence of

which muft foon be very fatal to a Regiment, and ab-

folutely deſtroy the defign and meaning of a Serjeant

and Corporal : their wives being employed in fuch an

occupation, is equally as deftructive to the fervice,

and attended with the fame effects , therefore muft by

no means be allowed : a Non-commiffion-officer, who

has the infolence to attempt any thing of the kind,

fhould be immediately reduced from an employment,

for which he is unworthy from the meannefs of his

principles.

CHAP. XXIV.

Of Servants and Bat-men, withfome neceffary Rules re-

lative to them.

Τ

ART. I.

T being an indulgence granted to the Infantry, for

the Officers to have Servants and Bat-men, from

the Company they belong to, care fhould be taken

that they are always chofen from the center-rank, as

being employed for any time in that capacity, often

hurts them as Soldiers, from the unavoidable indul-

gence by that means fhewn to them ; it therefore muſt

be an injury to the appearance of a Battalion to

hazard fuch a chance, with men whofe fize and figure

are an ornament to it.

II. The
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II.

The wages given to fervants and Bat-men

fhould be the fame, from the Colonel to the Subal-

tern, and never ought to exceed one fhilling per

week, by which means the difcontent and infolence

that are often experienced in thofe, who perhaps may

have ſmaller wages than others, might in a great mea-

fure 'be reftrained , and the Enfign be ferved with as

great attention as the field Officer.

III.

It ought alſo to be a fixed rule, that when a Ser-

vant or Bat-man quits the fervice of an Officer for

miſbehaviour, no other Officer in the Regiment

ſhould ever take him ; and leaſt ſuch an event might

in the courfe of years be fubject to oblivion by

changes and removals in a Corps, it fhould be parti-

cularly marked down in a * regiſtry to be kept for that

purpoſe, in the regimental book of cafualties, by

which method the conduct of thoſe Men muſt in ge-

neral be more fatisfactory, and a greater number of

good fervants be thereby found than are uſually fo in

moft Regiments.

IV.

It is highly improper to take a Recruit for a Ser-

vant or Bat-man, until he has been long enough in

the Regiment, to encourage an Officer to place

fo high a confidence in him ; at any rate, it fhould

never be allowed until he is perfectly informed

of every part of his duty as a Soldier, otherwiſe he

probably will never be thoroughly confirmed in it.

V.

It being impoffible for Soldiers, who are Servants

or Bat-men, to keep their regimentals clean and in

proper order if obliged to do the work required from

them in that drefs ; and as their being dirtier in the

ranks than other Soldiers, can never be admitted, it

ſhould be expected that every Officer provides fome

U 2

* See No. XIV. of the Appendix.

kind
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kind of frock for his Servant, to prevent ſo great an

inconvenience.

VI.

That the duty may be as little fevere as poffible

upon the other Soldiers, by having both Servants and

Bat-men taken from the Companies, the former

fhould always mount guard, and go on commands,

whenever their maſters do ; but as to the others, it

will be impoffible to fpare them from the care of the

horfes they attend, in which they will find fufficient

employment if they perform it as they ought.

VII.

· Unleſs uponfome very particular occafions, the Of

ficers Servants fhould never be excufed from exerciſe,

or weekly reviews of arms and neceffaries, that they

may not intirely forget their duty in the ranks, and

to remindthem of their being Soldiers ; the remem-

brance of which will be found to contribute very

much to their good behaviour as Servants, and pre-

vent their contracting many faucy habits, which might

otherwiſe be the cafe.

CHA P. XXV.

Of the Marriage of Non-commiffion- officers, and Sol-

diers, and the Methodsfor preventing improper ones

as much as poffible.

ART. I.

O FFICERS being a fort of guardians to the

Men in their reſpective Companies, ſhould ufe

every means that prudence can fuggeft, to prevent the

diftrefs and ruin which fo often attends their contract-

ing marriages with women, in every reſpect unfit for

them.

II.

The principal method by which they can hope to

guard againſt fo great an evil, is to fix a ftanding or-

der, for no Non-commiffion-officer, Drummer, or

private
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private man to marry without the confent of the

Officer commanding the Company he belongs to,

which he ſhould not grant on any account, until he

has firſt had a ſtrict enquiry made into the morals of

the Woman, for whom the Soldier propoſes, and

whether ſhe is fufficiently known to be induftrious,

and able to earn her bread : if thefe circumſtances

appear favourable, it will be right to give him leave,

as honeft, laborious Women are rather ufeful in a

Company.

III.

On the contrary, if he finds the woman's charac-

ter infamous, and that he is notorious, for never

having been accuſtomed to honeft induſtry (which

too often is the cafe of thofe on whom the Soldiers

fix their affections) he fhould by no means give the

leaft encouragement to a connection, which muft, in a

fhort time, inevitably deſtroy the cafe and happineſs

of the Soldier, to whom he fhould reprefent thefe

matters in the plaineft terms, and recommend it

ftrongly to him, not to think of perfevering in a mea-

fure, which undoubtedly muft hurt him in the eſteem

of his Officers, befides many other unfurmountable

inconveniences : if after fuch an admonition he is im-

prudent enough to marry, in juſtice he deſerves a

puniſhment for his folly and difobedience.

IV.

It will alſo be another expedient towards prevent-

ing improper marriages, if, upon the arrival of a

Company in a Town, application was made to the

Minifter of the Parifh, to requeft he would not pub-

lifh any Soldier's intended marriage in his Church,

without firſt receiving a certificate from the Officer

commanding the Company of its being agreeable to

him this is a piece of civility, few clergymen it is

prefumed, could reaſonably object to, as an Officer

can furely have no other motive for anxiety in fuch a

cafe, but merely the welfare of the Soldier, of which

he muft inconteftably be allowed a cooler judge than

either
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either of the parties defiring to be married, being

uninfluenced by paffions of any fort.

V.

A Soldier marrying with proper confent fhould be

indulged, as far as can be in the power of Officers

to extend their favour, whilft his behaviour and that

of his Wife deferves it ; but he who, contrary to all

advice and order, will engage in a diſhonourable con-

nection, excluſive of any puniſhment he may receive

for fuch contempt and infolence, fhould as much as

poffible be difcouraged, by obliging him not only to

mefs, but lie in the quarters of the Company he be-

longs to, at the fame time that his wife , is prevented

from partaking of any advantage either from his Pay

or Quarters : this feverity of courfe muft foon expell

her from the Regiment, and be the certain means,

of making other Soldiers cautious how they attempt

fuch acts of difobedience.

CHA P. XXVI.

Of the Burial of Non-commiffion- officers and Soldiers,

andthe Diftinction to be paid in it, to the Memory of

Men of Merit.

AS

ART. I.

S Soldiers of Merit and real worth fhould, in

their life-time be treated on all occafions, with

every mark of deference that Officers can fhew, fo

ought every diftinction of honour to be afterwards

paid to their memories, in the manner of interment,

which may, with other methods practifed by a Regi-

ment for promoting a fpirit of good behaviour, pro-

duce a wonderful effect upon the minds of Soldiers ;

as the common people are well known to be extreme-

ly folicitous about this laft piece of attention from

the world.

II.

A Non-commiffion-officer or Soldier, therefore,

who, at the time of his death, was enrolled among the

men



[ 159 ]

men of merit, ſhould, befides having his Pall fup-

ported by fix men of the fame clafs , be carried to

the place of interment by four more, with the Me-

dal of the Order fufpending from the front of the

Pall in the moſt confpicuous part : the party allotted

to fire upon this folemn occafion fhould likewife be

choſen from that diſtinguiſhed band ; and it muſt be

infifted on, that all the Non-commiffion-officers and

Soldiers off duty do march regularly in the proceffion,

dreffed in the neatest manner to add ftill more to

the eſteem in which the deceafed was held bythe

Regiment, and to fhew the particular honour intend-

ed to his memory, the Officers of the Company to

which he belonged fhould attend the funeral ; and if

the Fifes were permitted to perform the dead March,

it would contribute much to the folemnity, as well as

to the compliment .

III.

As many Soldiers may not, at their deceafe , have,

been entitled to the Medal of Merit by the prefcribed.

number of years for receiving it, being uncompleat-

ed; but as their behaviour gave the greateft reafon.

to believe, fuch an honour muſt have been confer-

red on them had they lived, Officers fhould do that

juſtice to their memories, as to publifh their opinion

to the Regiment, by having the Pall and Corpfe of a

Soldier, under thofe circumftances, fupported by an

equal proportion of men wearing the Medal of Merit,.

and thofe afpiring to it, bythe fame fteps purfued

by the deceaſed ; the firing-party fhould alfo be com-

pofed in the fame manner, and every other part of

the proceffion conducted as directed in the laft arti-

cle, except the attendance of the Officers, and the

performance of the Fifes, which muſt be a mark of

diftinction omitted at the Funerals of the fecond claſs

of Men.

IV.

Inftead of that refpect, which fhould diftinguiſh

the two claffes of deferving Soldiers at their Funerals,

an
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an entire neglect of all fort of ceremony, ought to

mark that of the licentious one, who during his life

time, by his irregularities, caft a conftant reflection

on the reputation of the Company he belonged to,

and whofe conduct unavoidably expofed him to the

rigours of frequent puniſhment : the attendants of

fuch a Soldier fhould be juft fufficient to convey him

to the place of interment, and to depofit his body in

the earth, without affording to his memorythe fmall-

eft degree of military honours.

V.

On Service, that diſtinction which fhould always

at other times be ſtrictly obſerved, in the interment

of Soldiers, according to the degree of merit they

fupported in the Regiment, muft through neceffity

on many occafions be laid afide, when men of all

ranks and characters are, without ceremony or form,

promifcuouſly depoſited in one common grave ; where

the extremities of war do not require fuch hafty mea-

fures, and that the interment of Soldiers may be the

more attendedto (though in the Field) thofe who die

in poffeffion of the Medal of Merit with thoſe afpir-

ing to it ſhould be buried at the head of the colours,

(it being the moſt honourable part of an Encamp-

ment) with all the compliments which would have

been conferred in Quarters on the fame occafion ;

whilft he whowas undeferving of favour in his life-

time, is interred unnoticed in fome obfcure place ,

in the rearof the Regiment.

CHA P. XXVII.

Of the Choice of Pioniers and Camp-colour-men.

ART. I.

A

S Pioniers on Service are a good deal employed

in works of labour and fatigue, it is abfolutely

neceffary, they fhould be remarkably ftrong, and

well fet, to be the better enabled to undertake both ;

befides
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befides which, great attention must be paid to their

morals, as they are frequently fent forward with the

Quarter-mafter, to affift in making the neceffary

preparations againſt the arrival of the Regiment in a

new Encampment, and, on that account, muſt be un-

avoidably entruſted from under his eye in Villages,

where opportunities will often happen of putting

their conduct to the teft ; and as they are ufually em-

ployed in action, either as an additional Guard to the

Colours, or to carry off the wounded; that alone

points out the neceffity of their being fober, refolute,

good Men.

CHA P. XXVIII.

Ofthe Exercife and Manœuvres of a Battalion, the

Methods for eftablishing Exactness in both, and for

conftantly keeping it on that Footing.

THO

ART. I.

HOUGH it is certain that exercifing with ex-

actneſs, and performing all kinds of Manœuvres

with the higheſt judgement, does not abfolutely de-

termine the real merit of a Regiment, and is rather

a proof of its Difcipline and Obedience, than of

fpirit or courage ; yet till a better opportunity offers,

to be diſtinguiſhed, it is the Duty of Officers to en-

deavour by fuch methods to procure the good opinion

of the public.

II.

The firſt thing to be done in training of young

Soldiers, is to give them a free and eaſy carriage ; to

fet them well upon their limbs, and totally to expel

the clown from their Gait and Air: it muſt be ren-

dered familiar to every man to hold up his head ; to

ftand quite upright and motionlefs ; to caft his eyes

to the right, without the leaſt appearance of a formal

ftiffneſs, and to turn out his Toes, to march firm

upon his Feet, keeping his Knees ftiff, turning out

X and
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and pointing his Toes at the fame time , to keep his

body ftrait without leaning backwards, or pufhing

out his belly ; to bring forward his cheft ; and to

draw his ſhoulders back : to face to the right and left,

and quite about, both ftanding and marching ; to

wheel in a proper manner, and to march in flow

and quick time in all of which, Recruits fhould be

perfectly inftructed and well trained, before they are

allowed to touch a Firelock.

III.

The next ſtep is to give them Arms and Accoutre-

ments, in the proper method of wearing which , and

carrying their Firelocks fhouldered, they muſt be

well inftructed, both in a ftanding pofition, and like-

wife in performing every movement they did with-

out Arms : nor fhould they be taught a fingle motion

with the Firelock, until it feems to reft with perfect

eaſe againſt the ſhoulder, otherwiſe they will never be

brought to a graceful and dexterous manner of per-

forming the Exercife.

IV.

When they are well acquainted with every particu-

lar before mentioned , they are to march in Ranks

and Files ; to be taught the different orders of March

and Steps, and to be informed of all the proper dif-

tances of Ranks ; when theſe matters are thoroughly

grounded, they may then (and not before) be taught

the Manual and Platoon Exercife .

V.

When a Recruit does not readily throw back his

fhoulders, (without which he can never acquire the

air of a Soldier) he muſt be obliged to ftand fome

hours in a day, with his hands behind his back , hold-

ing the joints of his Elbows, which will in a little

time draw them to a proper pofition, and of courſe

get up his head.

VI.

Whatever the fize of a Recruit may be, he is to

be taught the Firing motions of every Rank, in the

common
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common way, oblique, and three Ranks ftanding ,

that no confuſion may ever enfue from his being in-

îtructed in the motions of one particular Rank on-

ly but this is not to be done, until he is perfect in

the ordinary parts of Exerciſe.

VII.

As foon as a Recruit is mafter of all the motions

in the Manual and Platoon-Exercife, he muſt be

trained to the ufe of Powder, to which most ofthem

have at firft that averfion, which may reaſonably be

expected in ignorant unexperienced peaſants, whofe

heads are filled with the moſt dreadful apprehenfions

of its effects, from the ftories told them out of fun,

by the old Soldiers : it requires fome practice to get

the better ofthis diflike, and to prevail on them to

load with coolness ; nor is it thoroughly effected un-

til they fire with Ball, which ſhould as foon as poffi-

ble be done, as by that they become affured their

former fears were groundleſs, having now got through

the moſt capital part of the Exercife, without meet-

ing any of thofe accidents they were made to believe

muft happen.

VIII.

The Serjeants and Corporals, who are appointed

to inftruct Recruits, muſt not uſe too much ſeverity

with them, left they fhould become diſguſted with

the Service it requires a great fhare of temper and

coolness to lead them on, and break them of their

aukward clowniſh ways ; when that is effected, and a

man appears perverſe and obftinate , he muſt be re-

ported tothe Adjutant, who will give the proper di-

rections for breaking fuch a difpofition.

IX.

When powder is firft given to Recruits , they are to

be taught to load and fire fingly, that each man may

be diſtinctly inftructed in the proper methods of ufing

a Cartridge, and be encouraged to proceed without

dread or confufion ; they are then to be fired by

Files, and fo onby degrees, until a number ofthem

X 2
may
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may be ventured together : they fhould be taught to

fire at marks, at different diſtances ; be fully inftruct-

ed in the uſe of their Bayonets, and never put into

the Ranks among the old men, until the Adjutant

thinksthem perfect in the moft material parts of their

Exerciſe.

X.

Every fpring, all the Serjeants and Corporals

fhould be exerciſed together with the Firelocks, that

they may be the better enabled to drill the men, and

give them proper inftructions : and it muft alfo be

infifted on, that every Enfign, on being appointed ,

makes himſelf a perfect matter of all the Exerciſe of

a Soldier, without which, it will be impoffible for

him to be a judge of the men's performances, or to

give directions to themwith that fpirit which will al-

ways be apparent in him, who is confcious of having

a thorough knowledge of this matter : when a Sol-

dier does wrong in any part ofthe Exercife, an Offi-

cer moft certainly fhews himfelf to great advantage,

bybeing able to handle a Firelock, and diftinctly to

point out the fault : befides, it may be taken for

granted, that Soldiers when under arms will ever be

influenced, in their performance by the opinion they

have ofthe abilities ofthe perſon who undertakes to

exerciſe them.

XI.

A Regiment fhould always be kept in fuch a ftate

of perfection, as to be at any time able to perform

its Exercife and Manœuvres, when called on by a

perfon of judgment and cleverness, without requiring

fome previous days of practice ; therefore, twice a

week if poffible, it ought to be under arms, to per-

form fomething ; and the oftner it is drilled by Com-

panies, the more exactnefs will appear when joined

together, as the particular niceties of the Exerciſe

can be more attended to in fuch fmall bodies than

otherwife could be the cafe ; befides, by this means,

every Officer will be under the neceffity of endea-

youring
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vouring to acquire fufficient knowledge to inftruct

his Company, as it fhould be infifted on that they

drill by turns, under the infpection of fome expe

rienced perfon.

XII.

Steadineſs and filence under arms ftrongly mark the

obedience and attention of a Soldier, and fhould on

that account be pofitively infifted on, elfe it will be

impoffible to bring a Battalion to that degree of per-

fection, which Officers who have a proper zeal for the

fervice , ought always to endeavour at : fifty lafhes

applied at the drum-head, with a determined refolu-

tion to carry that point, will effectually eſtabliſh a

maxim, which, befides the addition it is to the fhew

of a Battalion, will be found to conduce very much

to the expedition and cafe of perfecting it in the ne-

ceffary manoeuvres, as the thoughts of Soldiers are

thereby more confined to the buſineſs they are en-

gaged in than could be expected , where they allowed

to ſpeak to one another, or turn their heads at plea-

fure to whatever objects might at fuch a time occa-

fionally offer to their view.

XIII.

Soldiers areto be made to underftand , that conftant

and regular exercife is as neceffary for their health as

their inftruction, and that an army undifciplined,

and unuſed to any fatigue, is any eafy prey to peo-

ple that are trained in arms, and brought up in all

the hardy exerciſes of war ; therefore, if a Soldier

ever expreffes himfelf diffatisfied with exercife, work,

marching, or any other duty that falls to his fhare,

or that he drops words tending to diſcourage the

younger men, he fhould at once be treated as fo per-

nicious and villainous a conduct deferves : it is the

diftinguifhing character of a Soldier to go through

every part of his duty with chearfulneſs, refolution

and obedience.

XIV. All
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XIV.

All the aukward Men in a Regiment ſhould be ex-

ercifed twice a day, until they are improved of thoſe

faults, for which they were ordered out, fuch as in-

attention , unfteadineſs, and handling their arms in a

clumfy manner, which ought to be the only reafons

for their being ever fent to the drill ; elſe that, which

Soldiers muſt be taught to look on as intended only

for improvement, will at length be treated with dif

like, and exercife in general be as difguftful as the

black-hole, if one is ufed equally for a puniſhment

with the other.

XV.

That Soldiers may never have a pretence for the

leaft unſteadineſs , or not handling their arms with the

greateſt life and fpirit , they fhould not be allowed to

perform any part of the ftanding exerciſe with the

firelock , at fuch a ſeaſon ofthe year, as may deprive

them of the power of exerting themſelves, to the fa-

tisfaction oftheir Officers : one day's performance in

cold or windy weather, does more injury to a Bat-

talion than a week's drilling can retrieve ; it does not

however follow, that Soldiers are on that account to

lead a life of inactivity ; on the contrary , during the

extremity ofwinter, they ſhould frequently be march-

ed fome miles into the country, with their knapſacks

on, and in their progrefs be manoeuvred, according

to the different fituations of the ground they pafs

over ; which will more fully explain the intention and

meaning of feveral manoeuvres, performed by a

Battalion, than can poffibly be the cafe in an open

field.

XVI.

On thefe excurfions, the greateſt pains must be ta-

ken to inure the Soldiers to a proper ufe of their

feet, by obliging them to drefs always in their ranks.

and files, and to acquire fuch a regular, conſtant

ftep in marching, that they may with eafe proceed

together at the rate of full three miles an hour, and

that
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that without the aid of either fife or drum : this me-

thod fhould alſo be eſtabliſhed in removing from one

quarter to another, as nothing will more effectually

train a Battalion for any kind of fervice it may be

employed on, or give it a greater fuperiority over

troops, unaccustomed to fuch an effential part of dif-

cipline ; becauſe the one compleats the longeſt day's

march, unfatigued and in vigour, with the fatisfac-

tion of not having left a Man behind ; whilſt others,

who have deſpiſed the fame exactneſs , in the educa-

tion of their Soldiers, are ſpiritleſs and dejected , and

fenfibly feel the difgrace of all the irregularities com-

mitted by their ftraglers, many of whom are taken

by the enemy, or feverely chaftifed by the peafants

of the country, for the outrages attempted againſt

them.

XVII.

On the winter field-days recommended for a Bat-

talion, it ſhould be inftructed in many parts of the

fervice, which may occur in the courſe of a war, that

both Officers and Men may have fome notion how to

act, when in reality, under the circumftances then

defcribed to them : detachments fhould be ſent to

form ambufcades ; to take poffeffion of church-yards,

bridges, defiles and heights ; that the methods may be

fhewn for evading the firft, and forcing the others ;

on all which occafions, the Officers and Non-com-

miffion ones, who fhew the greateſt cleverness in the

difpofitions of attack and defence , ſhould always be

publickly noticed by the Commander of the Regi-

ment ; which of courſe muſt raiſe the emulation of

the whole, to acquire fome degree of knowledge in

theſe matters, that they may alſo be entitled to ap-

plaufe.

XVIII.

When ground can be obtained, intrenchments

fhould likewife be thrown up, and defended by the

Companies in turns ; in fhort, the employment of

Officers must be to inftruct the Men in fomething

ufeful,
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uſeful, and not confine themſelves entirely to the

manual exerciſe and parade of the profeffion ; in

which, however, a Battalion ſhould be extremely per-

fect , as it must always know how to conform in every

reſpect to the eſtabliſhed difcipline , and do all thofe

things in general required at a review ; to which the

practice of all other manœuvres will rather be an aid,

than any hindrance as the Soldiers are thereby made

more tractable .

XIX.

That the Soldiers may always act with fpirit in the

performance of the exercife and firings, they fhould

never be detained too long in the fteady parts of ei-

ther, but opportunities muft frequently be taken, to

allow a little relaxation, by either ordering them to

*ſupport † or eaſe their arms ; by which means they

will be enabled to the laft, to execute thoſe parts

which require particular exactneſs, with that becom-

ing vigour the officers defire ; and which, without

fuch aids, it were unreaſonable to expect : at any

rate however, one hour at a time is full fufficient for

a Soldier to be employed under arms, in an exact

fteady manner of exercifing ; as after that his fpirits

become languid, nor is he longer able to act with the

fame vivacity, which before diftinguiſhed his per-

formance the irregular active field-days recom-

mended in the XVth, XVIth, XVIIth, Articles, are

by no means fatiguing to the mind or body, becauſe

the duty performed by the Soldier on thoſe occafions,

neither requires that attention or reſtraint, whichthe

fteady parts of exerciſe do ; befides , they afford

many ſcenes of variety and novelty (circumſtances

extremely pleafing to the Soldiery) and on that ac-

count may be continued without limiting the time.

XX. The

:

Supporting a firelock, is to bring the left hand across the body,

and let the cock reft upon the cuff of the coat.

+ Eafingthe firelock, is to throw back the muzzle, and raiſe the butt,
until both are almoft on a level.
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XX.

The alternate fire by Platoons, Companies or di-

vifions, from the flanks to the center, or from

thence to the flanks, beingthe moft fimple, plain and

eafy, and leaft liable to confufion in all fituations,

fhould be principally attended to ; efpecially as it is

uſed by the higheſt diſciplined * troops in Europe,

whofe example in this, as well as in many other mili-

tary matters, it muſt do a Britiſh Battalion the greateſt

honour to imitate ; making every Platoon, &c. re-

ceive the word to make ready and fire from the Offi-

cer who commands it ; becauſe in action, the noife

of the Artillery and mufketry generally renders it im-

poffible to uſe any fignals by the drum, and therefore

it can anſwer no purpoſe to have Soldiers trained to

what can never be attempted on real fervice , unleſs,

as has been before obferved, that it is required at a

Review.

XXI.

If at any time during the exerciſe a miſtake ſhould

be committed, either by the Recruits who have been

lately put into the Battalion , or from any other cauſe,

it muſt be ſet to rights with the utmoſt coolnefs :

hurry and confufion in an Officer quickly fpreads

among the Men, and then all goes wrong.

XXII.

In the firings, whenever a Soldier pulls his tricker

without command, it muſt of courfe proceed from

idleneſs and inattention , therefore he fhould be cor-

rected for it in fuch a manner that he may remember,

how very oppofite fuch behaviour is to the principles.

of a good Soldier.

XXIII.

When a cartridge does not take fire, a Soldier is

on no account to put in another, but to prime afreſh ;

or ifhe finds the fault to be in the flint, he fhould de-

fift, after fome tryals, from fnapping altogether as his

acting
Y

* The Pruffians and all the Germans in general.
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acting otherwife, is apt to give the appearance of

more unſteadineſs in a Platoon than ought to be al-

lowed,

XXIV.

Whenever the front rank kneels in the firings, the

bodies of the Men must be as erect as when upon

their feet ; and in prefenting, the three ranks fhould

at once bring their firelocks to a level with the utmoſt

brifknefs, nothing more ftrongly marking an ill

trained Battalion, than feeing them drop to the pre-

fent, almoſt one by one ; it muſt alſo be infifted on,

that they cover well the fight, and conſtantly accuf-

tom themfelves to take aim at fome object ; pulling

their trickers fmartly at the word of command, and

then proceeding to load with as much quicknefs as

poffible, without falling into confufion, or lofing

that coolness, which on thofe occafions fhould be

much encouraged.

XXV.

The firing of the three ranks ftanding fhould be

very much attended to, it being extremely uſeful in

many fituations, when the front one cannot conveni-

ently kneel ; and may with the greateſt fafety be per-

formed ifthe Soldiers are well inftructed, in the true

principles of preſenting through the proper intervals ;

the rear rank on this occafion muſt be trained to drop

their muzzles a little lower than the others, elſe their

fhot will in general fly higher than it ought for doing

execution.

XXVI.

The confequence of bayonets againſt the attacks

of cavalry, and in many fituations the neceffity for de-

pending on them entirely againſt infantry, renders it

an effential matter for Soldiers to be perfectly well

acquainted with ttheir ufe, and to be inftructed in the

fuperiority which may often arife to a Battalion, by

being able to manage them with dexterity for the

attainment ofthis point it will be right to make them

at all times more familiar with the bayonets than is

the
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the cuſtom ofthe Britiſh troops, who are not permit

ted to fix them but on certain occafions : in the Pruf-

fian fervice, on the contrary, the inftant a Soldier

takes up his firelock to go under arms, he fcrews on

his bayonet, looking on himſelf not perfectly equipped

without it ; in which light every Foot-foldier fhould

certainly confider himſelf, as much as it is natural to

fuppofe a trooper (mounted) would, without his

fword : on fervice, the firelock and bayonet are infe-

parable companions, from the well known advantage

of rendering them more habitual to the Soldiers, to

carry in that pofition, and thereby more manageable

when required to act with them ; and why in time of

peace (when an Army ſhould be trained in every par-

ticular, to whatever might contribute to make it re-

fpectable in war) the bayonet fhould be almoft con-

fined to its fcabbard , is difficult to account for, unleſs

fuch was the practice fifty years ago : an argument

very prevalent on many occafions in the opinion of

fome Officers of great experience.

XXVII.

The duty of the fupernumary Officers in the rear,

and of the Serjeants pofted to Platoons, is to attend

very particularly to the Men's behaviour during the

firings ; to obferve ifthey are expert in loading, and

to oblige them to perform the whole of their buſineſs

with a proper fpirit ; in doing which, all noiſe muſt

be avoided, nor any talking permitted louder than à

whiſper, by way of caution, elfe the attention ofthe

Soldiers will be confiderably taken off from the Offi-

cers who command Platoons : all miſtakes, whether

committed through ignorance or negligence, fhould

be noticed by the Serjeants on thefe occafions , that

thoſe who make them may be fent to the drill, until

they become more perfect and attentive.

XXVIII.

When a convenient place can be cbtained for fix-

ing up a butt, the Companies fhould perform all the

different firings with ball-cartridges once a month, it

Y 2 being
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being the true method of training Soldiers to the ufe

of arms, and forming them for whatever fervice they

maybe called to ; and in order to raiſe an emulation

in this effential part of difcipline , that Company,

which in the courfe of a day's performance, drives

the greateſt number of balls through its target (one of

which must be provided for each) fhould be diftin-

guifhed, until the next monthly practice, by a little

tuft of fcarlet worſted worn above the cockade.

XXIX .

The ufual method of fupporting the firelock by

bringing both arms acroſs the breaft, counteracts the

pains which fhould be taken for giving a graceful car-

riage to a Soldier ; as by it the fhoulders are abfo-lutely forced forward, inftead of beingtheare abfo-

reverfe,

and which may be the cafe, if the French method of

fupporting be adopted, by refting the cock of the

firelock upon the cuff ofthe left fleeve, and hanging

the right hand down the thigh : the Soldier in this

pofition is far more eafy than in the other, becaufe

more free and unreftrained, by having one hand

quite difengaged ; and as to the alteration it makes in

his figure, no perfon will difpute it after tryingboth.

XXX.

As it may be often requifite in the courſe of exer-

cife to rest the Soldiers, when perhaps the duſtineſs

of the road or wetnefs ofthe grafs may render it pre-

judicial to the arms to havethem grounded, it will in

that cafe be of great ufe to purfue the method gene-

rally practifed by the German troops, of fixing up

their firelocks in files, by locking the bayonets and

ramrod tops together, and fpreading out the buts to

an exact triangle , at fuch a diſtance as to form ạ

fteady firm foundation : on fervice, the advantage of

this method above grounding is much to be confi-

dered, as by it many
accidents may be prevented

in

* On the firft expedition to Martinico laft war, an officer loft a leg

bythe diſcharge of a grounded firelock.
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in the courſe of a campaign, when a Battalion always

marches with loaded arms.

XXXI.

When any new manœuvres are to be introduced

into a Battalion, it will fave much trouble and fatigue

to both Officers and Soldiers, to be perfectly in-

ftructed in the principles of them without arms, and

in the flow time of marching, after which it will

be wrong to perform them in any other manner,

than by the moſt rapid , movement ; as that moſt

certainly muſt be the method, were it neceffary to

make uſe of any before an enemy, and therefore all

practices at exercife fhould as much as poffible tend

towards conveying fome idea of what at fuch a time

might be done ; otherwife it were better never to at-

tempt any thing ofthe kind, in order to be ſpared the

cenfure ofjudicious military perfons.

XXXII.

Nothing can be more unbecoming in the appear-

ance of a Battalion under arms, or on a parade with-

out them, than permitting a buftle and hurry among

Serjeants to drefs the ranks, which alfo is attended

with great delay : if Soldiers were well fet up, and in-

ftructed in a proper attitude , all this trouble may be

entirely prevented by the fmalleft glance of each

Man's eye to the right, which at once fhews him

whether his breaſt and ſhoulders are in a line with

thoſe of his neighbour : a very little practice renders

this method quite familiar, and exclufive of any other

confideration, contributes much to the eafe and fatis-

faction of both Officers and Serjeants ; befides mak-

ing it unneceffary (even at a Review) to have recourſe

to lines, which ever expofe Soldiers to the unbecom-

ing cuftom of looking down, and therefore fhould be

aboliſhed .

XXXIII.

Another very material circumftance towards the

fhew of a Battalion, is to difpofe of the Men in fuch

a manner through the ranks, that their difference of

fize
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fize may fcarcely be perceptable : fo much attention

fhould be fhewn to this point, that even fix Men

ought neverto be paraded without fizing them to the

belt advantage, which will habituate Officers to a

practice, that at leaft may prejudice a General who

views, in favour of the appearance of a Regiment,

although it by no means determines its difcipline.

XXXIV.

The inftant a Soldier forms under arms for exer-

cife or otherwiſe, he ſhould particularly inform him-

felf who are his right and left-hand Men, and like-

wife thoſe belonging to the fame file, he himſelf is to

act in, with every other information which may tend

to his being able to form readily in his proper place,

'fhould his Divifion or Company by any accident be

broken the uſe of this on fervice muft be very evi-

dent ; therefore a Battalion fhould be accuſtomed to

difperfe in certain fituations, to try by their dexterity

in forming, how far they have attended to a point

which may often be ofthe moſt ſerious confequence.

XXXV.

That the Commander ofa Battalion may be affured

of the attendance of every perfon who ought to be

under arms for exercife or otherwife, a return fhould

always be given to the Adjutant, from each Company,

figned by an Officer, from which he is to make out

a * general one for his perufal : and as it is the dif-

tinguiſhing proof of difcipline, to fhew on all occa-

fions an alacrity in performing every part of duty,

Soldiers fhould be accustomed to a particular punc-

tualityin their attendance at the hour appointed for

getting under arms ; to which nothing will fo effec-

tually inure them, as the example of their Officers and

Serjeants, who ought never to be the laft on a pa-

rade : the ſmalleſt appearance of remiffneſs in either

is readily caught at by the Soldiers, and lays a foun-

dation for a total negligence and inactivity.

See No. XV. of the Appendix.

XXXVI. In
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XXXVI.

In a Battalion, where the performance of the Sol-

diers deferves applaufe, it muſt be highly improper,

nay very fhameful, for Officers and Serjeants not to

exert themſelves in acquiring perfection in the exer-

cife of the efpontoon and halbert, and when under

arms, not to appear with the fame ſteadineſs and at-

tention required from the others : a little practice

joined to a refolution of excelling will foon eſtabliſh

thefe niceties, and thereby confirm the opinion of

the world, that the deſign of a Battalion is not mere-

ly to acquire praiſe in one particular, but that it is

determined on purſuing an uniforin, confiftent conduct

through every point.

XXXVII.

On a march at all times, a Soldier muft never be

permitted to quit his divifion without the particular

leave ofthe Officer commanding it, which he fhould

by no means grant but on the moſt urgent occafion,

and not even ſo, without ordering a Non-commiffion-

officer to remain to bring him up, and obliging him

alfo to leave his firelock with a comrade : bythe firſt

of thefe precautions he will be deprived of an oppor-

tunity, to commit the fmalleft irregularity ; and muft

in general be induced by the other to a more ſpeedy

return, from a generous punctilio of not too long in-

cumbering his comrade with an additional weight on

his account.

XXXVIII.

Marching through a country by files often fubjects

a Battalion to enlarge itſelf from front to rear, more

than is ever, if poffible, to be wifhed, and therefore

fhould not be practifed, unleſs in fuch fituations,

where a larger front cannot move conveniently : a

Company in front contracts the length of a Battalion

to a very manageable extent, and on that account is

always the most defirable order of march, eſpecially

as the Officers from their pofts on the flanks muft

have a more advantageous view of their Com-

panies
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panies, than can be the cafe in marching them by

files.

XXXIX .

It must be a certain rule, let the order of march

be what it will , that the front of a Battalion is never

permitted to move too faſt as the rear will be thereby

kept, on feveral occafions, at a much brifker pace

than fhould be allowed for the eafe of the Soldiers :

it requires both judgment and attention in the Officer

who leads, to know how to regulate his movement in

fuch a manner as to avoid that error ; which may ea-

fily be done by obferving a moderate pace after gain-

ing the fummit of a hill, paffing over a difficult rough

piece of ground, or through a defile until the whole

of the Battalion has done the fame ; of which he

fhould be informed by a fignal of the drum from the

rear Divifion.

XL.

When a Battalion is formed for exercife, or any

other purpoſe, the moſt expert and attentive of the

Soldiers fhould be fixed upon the flanks of each Pla-

toon or Company, to give the proper time for per-

formingthe firing motions, and to conductthe feveral

wheelings with exactneſs ; without which precaution,

confufion and diforder will often appear in many

parts ofthe Battalion .

XLI.

It is not a fufficient proof of the attention fhewn

towards a Battalion , to have it appear upright under

arms only, and at that particular time to move with

grace ; the fame muft at every feafon purfue it, elfe

the work is by no means perfectly accompliſhed : for

this purpoſe therefore , a drill ſhould be eſtabliſhed

for habituating the Soldiers to walk in a proper man-

ner, by ftepping light and eafy, throwing out their

limbs with freedom, and moving with a confidence

which befpeaks the clown to be entirely expelled :

and it fhould be a rule with Officers and Non-com-

miffion ones never to omit taking notice of anyany Sol

dier,
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dier, whom they meet walking in a carelefs, loung-

ing manner, that he may be fixed at the walking-

drill, for the improvement of his carriage : fuch at-

tention and exactnefs will effectually put the Soldiers

on their guard at all times, and thereby accuſtom

them to that kind of movement, which muſt attract

the notice of the public.

XLII.

The general method practifed of obliging the Sol-

diers in all Wheelings, to turn their eyes to the out-

fide extremity of the Rank, is always expofed to the

inconvenience of having the Files opened to too

great a diſtance, and of feldom having the Ranks

dreffed with any degree ofregularity, in the perform-

ance of them ; the reafon of which is very obvious,

as they are looking quite a contrary way from the

point they ought to drefs by, and naturally incline to

the out-fide Flank-man of the wheeling Rank, who

governs their movement, and who by their inclining

is puſhed out of the direction he intended, for con-

ducting the compafs of the circle with exactnefs, and

alfo out of a regular time of marching: this of

courſe throws him into diforder, and in endeavour-

ing to recover theſe two points, he entirely lofes the

object he is wheeling to, and fo confufes the en-

tire rank on the contrary, if accuftomed to caft their

eyes to the infide extremity of the wheeling Rank,

the Files are enabled to preferve their proper drefs

and diſtance, as every man is looking to the point he

wheels to, nor can the infide Flank-man be fubject

to any of the inconveniencies before-mentioned, as

he has no compafs of marching to take in governing

the Wheel, but only turns his body gently round,

in order to drefs the Rank to the point it is wheel-

ing to.

XLIII.

It fhould be the particular attention of thoſe cm-

ployed in training Soldiers, to accuítom them to ob-

ferve the diſtance of at leaſt half a foot, between each

Z
File,
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File, not only in the performance of the Manual Ex-

ercife, but alſo through all the Firings and Ma-

nœuvres practiſed by a Battalion, as the certain me-

thod of habituating them to that kind of coolneſs,

which ever ſhould diftinguifh all their operations ;

and in a great meaſure ofpreventing in time of action

thoſe conſequences, which have often been fatally ex-

perienced by their forming into many Ranks : when

the Files are permitted to be ſo cloſe, that the Soldiers

have not fufficient room to act in, and are ſtruggling

for a proper ſpace, diforder and confufion will foon

enfue, even on a common day of Exerciſe, but how

much more fo in the face of an enemy.

CHA P. XXIX.

Of Regulations for doing Duty, Direction for Guards

and Centinels with fome general Rules to be obferved

in a Regiment.

ART. I.

N conducting the Rofter, for the Duty of Officers

in a Regiment, it is impoffible to adopt a better

Syſtem for that purpoſe, than what was fome years

ago laid down by his late Royal Highneſs the Duke

of CUMBERLAND, in his * Orders to the Army ;

as by it, all confufion is totally prevented (one Duty

never interfering with another) and fuch an equality

at the fame time obferved, that it is abfolutely impof-

fible for any Officer to be diffatisfied .

II. The

* The late Duke of Cumberland's Regulations for doing Duty.

1. In all Duties, whether with or without arms, Picquets or Courts-

martial, the Tourof Duty fhall be from the eldeſt downwards.

2. Of Duties of Honour ; the firft is the King's Guard ; fecond, thoſe

of the Royal Family ; third, the Captain General's or Field Marshal's

commandingthe Army ; fourth, Detachments of the Army and Out-

pofts ; fifth, General Officer's Guards ; fixth, the ordinary Guards ei-

ther in Camp or Garrifon ; ſeventh, the Picquets follow ; eighth, Gene-

ral Courts-martial, and Duties without arms, or of fatigue.

3. An
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II.

The fame Syftem alfo will be found to anfwer, for

regulating the Duty of Non-commiffion- officers,

Drummers and private Men, obſerving however, that

the calculation for that of the latter be governed by

the real, and not the nominal ſtrength of each parti-

cular Company, as it often happens, that though the

numbers of the whole are equal , yet by fickneſs, or

other cauſes, there may be fewer men fit for duty in

one than in another, and of courſe, was every Com-

pany indifcriminately to furniſh an equal proportion ,

a hardſhip muſt be thereby thrown upon the weak

ones, whoſe men, by that means, would do more

duty than thoſe belonging to the ſtronger Companies,

III.

But as it would be an endleſs piece of work to

enter every day into a calculation of the number of

men to be furniſhed according to the ftrength ofeach

Company, the plaineft method, and what, in the

courfe of one month with another, ' will reduce every

Soldier to an equal ſhare of all duties, is for the Cor-

porals to give the Serjeant-major an exact Return of

their duty-men (fuppofe the firft of May) from which

he fhould make out a * Rofter, and proceed by that

Z 2 to

3. An Officer who is upon duty, cannot be ordered for any other, be-

fore the Duty he is upon be finished, except he be on the Picquet.

4. If an Officer's Tour of Duty happens when he is on the Picquet,

he fhall be immediately relieved, and go upon that Duty ; and his Tour

ofthe Picquet fhall pafs him, although he ſhould not have been upon it

a quarter of an hour.

5. If an Officer's Tour forthe Picquet, General-Court-Martial , or

Duty offatigue happens, when he is on any other Duty, he fhall not

make good that Picquet, Court-martial, or Duty of fatigue, when he

comes off, but his Tour fhall pafs ; and in like manner, if he ſhould be

ona General-Court-Martial, or Duty of fatigue, and that his Tour

for Guard, or Detachment fhould happen, the Guard or Detachment

fhall pafs him, and he shall not be obliged to make it up.

9. Guards or Detachments which have marched off, are to be rec-

koned, though they ſhould be difmiffed immediately after.

10. General-Courts-martial, which have affembled, and the Mem-

bers fworn in, fhall be reckoned, though they ſhould be diſmiſſed with-

out trying any perfon.

See No. XVI. of the Appendix .
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to warn fuch a proportion of men from each Com-

pany, as there will be pointed out to him : that Roft-

er being finiſhed , he is to call for freſh Returns from

the Corporals as before, in order to form a new one,

and is to proceed in like manner throughout the year.

IV.

The Rofter for Recruiting, both for Officers,

Non-commiffion-officers and Drummers, fhould be

diftinct from every other, as it would be unjuft for

any ofthem to pafs a Tour of Duty, which perhaps

may last for months, befides being attended with un-

avoidable expence, by being engaged, either on a

trifling command, or elfe abfent from the Regiment

on their pleafures.

V.

When Soldiers are on Guard, their attendance

muft never be difpenfed with, even for the fmalleft

time, except on fome very extraordinary occafion ,

as they are always to be in readineſs to turn out with

alertnefs on the fhorteft warning ; the Rolls fhould

therefore be frequently called , to enfure this point ;

and that they may never have the leaft pretence for

ftragglingfrom their Guards, the dinners ofthe bat-

chelors fhould be carried to them by their comrades,

and that of the married men, by their wives.

VI.

All methods fhould be purfued for making a Sol-

dier's duty pleafing to him, and thofe who feem to

take a particular delight in it muſt be remarkably en-

couraged extraordinary duty by way of puniſhment,

is therefore to be abfolutely aboliſhed, as fuch a prac-

tice muft damp the Soldier's emulation , for doing

that duty with alacrity, which he is fometimes taught

to look onas a puniſhment.

VII.

The Non-commiffion-officers are on no account to

permit the men to lie on a Guard-bed with their Hats

on, as their ſhape muſt be thereby abfolutely ſpoiled,

but are to infift on their being carefully hung up on

nails,
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nails, which the Quarter-mafter-ferjeant fhould have

fixed for that purpoſe, in all the Guard-rooms : and

the orderly Corporals are to be anfwerable, that the

men for Guard mount always with their foraging

Caps fixed fmooth upon the infide of their Pouches,

by two fmall Loops, that they may be ready to put

on at Night.

VIII.

The Non-commiffion-officer of a Guard is tobe

accountable, that no perfon be permitted to ſpeak

with any Priſoner under his charge, without having

firſt obtained his particular leave : and it muſt be a

Rule to all Officers and Non-commiffion oncs com-

manding Guards, never to receive any perfon as a

prifoner, who does not belong either to the Navy or

the Army, unlefs committed by a civil magiftrate as

a prefent fecurity.

IX.

When a Detachment is fent from a Regiment, un-

der the command of a Non-commiffion- officer, to

efcort Deferters, or otherwife, the Soldiers compof-

ing it are to understand themſelves on Duty, during

the whole time of being out ; and fhould any ofthem

prefume to act upon a contrary principle, he muſt

report it on his return to the Regiment, that fuch

unbecoming, unfoldier-like behaviour may be pu-

nifhed in a proper manner: this fpirited conduct in a

Non-commiffion-officer befpeaks a Zeal,
Zeal, which

fhould ever be fupported ; but if on the contrary, it

iş at any time difcovered, that , on thofe occafions,

he connives at the infolence and irregular behaviour

ofthe Soldiers under his command, he ought at once

to be reduced, as an encourager of practices, which

muft foon deſtroy the Difcipline of a Regiment.

X.

Officers and Non-commiffion ones fhould take the

greateſt pains to inftruct the Recruits on Guard in

all the duties of a Soldier, and must be careful to

fix their Pofts when Centry , as near the protection of

the
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the guard as poffible, or at leaſt on thoſe which are

of the leaſt importance to the fervice.

XI.

The relief of centries ought always to be marched,

by the quick ſtep, in the greateſt order, and with

fupported arms ; the Corporal muft therefore fre-

quently look back, to obſerve the conduct of his Men

on this occafion, and if an Officer approaches fhould

order the relief to handle their arms on the march,

fupporting again when he has paffed.

XII.

Corporals fhould be anfwerable, that the centries,

when relieving , perform all their motions with the

greateſt ſpirit and exactneſs , elfe pains taken to im-

provethem at the drill may be thereby confiderably

deſtroyed.

XIII.

Centries fhould never be permitted to wear the

watch-cloaks in the day-time, unleſs in very cold or

rainy weather, nor are they to prefume to enter their

boxes, if not forced in by rain, but to be in conftant

motion about their pofts, as far as twenty yards, un-

lefs an Officer approaches, to whom they are to ftand

and pay the proper compliment.

XIV.

The Corporals are to examine the watch- cloaks

every relief, and if any of them appear damaged,

they fhould take an account of the man, in whoſe

cuftody it was first found in that condition, that he

may be obliged to make it good ; and the Quarter-

mafter-ferjeant fhould likewife, every morning, exa-

mine into the ſtate of thoſe delivered to each guard,

that he may know whether the Corporals have been

attentive to fo eaſy a part of their duty, and that he

may be certain, againſt which of them to charge the

expence ofwhatever deficiencies they have neglected

making him a report of.

XV. A Cor-
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XV.

A Corporal, who at any time is detected in hav

ing the infolence to permitthe centries to relieve each

other, without his being prefent, fhould be fhewn no

mercy, in the puniſhment allotted for fo fcandalous

and audacious an offence ; the Centinels alfo fhould

by no means eſcape correction , although they are in

fome refpect excufable, by the countenance fhewn to

fuch a fhameful proceeding, by a Non-commiffion

Officer.

XVI .

Whenever a prifoner is conducted by a detach-

ment from one place to another, the Commander of

it fhould always march inthe rear, as by being posted

there , he has a better opportunity of attending to his

fecurity, than could poffibly be the cafe was he to

march in the front.

XVII.

That all the Officers in a Company may be per-

fectly informed of its ſtate, and be thereby enabled to

anſwer with more correctneſs to any queftions the

commanding Officer may chufe to afk them on that

head, the orderly Serjeant fhould every morning, after

roll-calling, give to each of them a written report,

accounting for the abſence of every Man, who did

not then appear on the parade, with every other in-

formation which may be neceffary for them to know :

it is a reflection on an Officer, not to be well in-

formed of everytranfaction in his Company, and ex-

pofes him to the cenfure of being thought to attend

but very little in any reſpect to the interior manage-

ment ofit.

XVIII.

The Commanding Officer ofthe Regiment fhould

alfo never be a ſtranger to the ftate of all the Com-

panies, therefore ought once a week at leaſt to receive

from the Adjutant a general return ofthem, in which

fhould be inferted all cafualties and changes, that

may have happened fince the laft return, with every

other
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other information , proper for the knowledge of a

Commanding Officer.

XIX .

When a Regiment is cantoned, the whole of the

Fifers fhould always be at the head quarters ofit , that

they may be under the care and inftruction of the

Fife-major, otherwife it will be impoffible to enfure

their being kept as conftant to the daily practice of

the fife, as must be neceffary for their improve-

ment.

4

CHA P. XXX .

Of the Precautions to be ufed by a Regiment, when on

Board Tranfport Ships, for the Advantage of both

Officers and Soldiers.

TH

ART. I.

HE frequent reliefs of all his Majefty's foreign

garrifons in time of peace, and the neceffity of

often conveying troops to different quarters of the

world, during the continuance of a war, renders it ex-

pedient for a Regiment to confider of every method ,

which may conduce to the happineſs and comfort of

both Officers and Soldiers, when on board a tranf-

port-fhip, it being a change of life fo entirely out of

their way, and at beft expofed to many difagreeable

and unpleafing circumſtances.

II.

As foon, therefore, as a Regiment is embarked,

the Officer commanding on board each tranfport,

ſhould immediately require from the mafter of it an

exact return of every ſpecies of provifions laid in for

the uſe ofthe troops , with the quantity of liquor, whe-

ther wine, cyder, fmall beer, water or ſpirits ; and

ifhe fufpects a deficiency of any article for the voyage,

or, upon examination, finds any part of the provifions

or liquors unwholefome or improper, he muſt loſe no

time
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time in conveying a report of thofe abuſes to the

Commander of the Regiment, that he may make the

speedieft application for redrefs.

III.

The greateſt caution muſt be uſed in ftowing all

the gunpowder belonging to the Companies, whether

in barrels, cartridges or otherwife, in the moſt un-

frequented part of the fhip, that it may be as little ex-

pofed as poffible to any kind of accident.

IV.

The Non-commiffion-officers, Drummers and pri-

vate Men on board a tranfport, fhould be divided

into three four hour watches, one ofwhich to remain

both day and night on deck in order to leffen the

number of Men below, and thereby to guard againſt

the fatal confequences of being too much crowded in

fuch a fituation ; and that fo very effential a precau-

tion, for promoting the health of the Soldiery, may

be executed to the full intent of it, an Officer fhould

always remain on deck.

V.

When the tranſports are at anchor in any port,

centries ſhould be pofted at all the gang-ways to pre-

vent boats from coming along fide with fpirituous li-

quors, or the Soldiers going on fhore, unleſs paffed

by an Officer or Serjeant ; otherwife many diforders

and irregularities will foon take place.

VI.

The Non-commiffion-officers of the watch fhould

patrole frequently between decks, to prevent the Men

from fmoaking; which alſo muſt be a particular charge

to the centries pofted there, and likewife that they do

not fuffer a lighted candle on any pretence, unlefs

properly fecured in a lanthern : it is impoffible to

Thew too much caution in this point, as the fafety of

the whole depends fo much upon it.

VII.

A Non-commiffion Officer from the watch fhould

be conftantly poſted at the fmall beer hogfhead, or

A a whatever
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whatever other liquor is allowed the Soldiers, to pre-

vent theirmaking an unneceffary wafte, orcomingto

it oftener than is reaſonable or * proper ; and it muſt

be infifted on, when fpirits are delivered to the Men,

inftead of beer, that they be mixed beforehand with

the ufual proportion of water ; otherwife they will

deftroy themſelves at once without the fmalleft confi-

deration, as.few Soldiers are to be trufted to their

own diſcretion in this particular.

VIH .

Whilft the Soldiers are on board, they ſhould be

obliged to wear their foraging caps , that the hats

may be uncocked and fixed in fome place, out ofthe

reach of being ſpoiled : it muſt alſo be a rule to turn

their coats with the lining out, leaſt they fhould be

damaged by either pitch or tar.

IX.
*

The utmoſt care muſt be taken to keep every part

of a fhip extremely clean, by frequently fcrubbing

the decks and fides of it, and wafhing off all the dirt

and filth : the Soldiers fhould alfo be obliged to bring

up their bedding every fair day, and ſpread it on the

boats until an hour before fun-fet, in which interval

the births ought to be well fwept, and afterwards

ſprinkled with vinegar, which (if not allowed by go-

vernment) ought to be provided by the Captains, as

the confequence of often ufing it will be very appa-

rent in the health of the Soldiers whilft at fea ; as will

alfo the burning of a pitch-pot frequently between

decks.

X.

If ventilators are not fixed on board the tranfports,

air-fails fhould be hoiſted every day near the fore-

caftle, immediately after fweeping out the births , as

they will contribute much towards correcting the foul-

neſs of the air, collected by the breathing of fuch

numbers

When the fhip beer is good, many Soldiers will (if not prevented)

drink to a State of Intoxication.
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1

numbers in fo confined a fpace : for this purpofe alfo

the ports must be thrown open as much as poffible,

wheneverthe mafters of the tranfports think it may

be done with fafety ; and as they are the beſt judges

of that point, it ſhould never be attempted without

firft confulting them.

XI.

The Soldiers fhould in general be encouraged to

remain on deck as, often as the working of the fhip

will reaſonably allow them to be affifting to the fea-

men in pulling the ropes, and every other operation

they are capable of performing ; as nothing will more

conduce towards their remaining ftout and healthy

than moderate exerciſe of that kind.

XII.

In fummer voyages, when the weather will allow

its being attempted with fafety, thofe Soldiers who are

fufficiently expert fhould be encouraged to fwim, as

a means of refreſhing and ftrengthening their limbs,

and guarding againſt the encreaſe of vermin ; care

being at the fame time taken, to have all the boats

hoifted in readineſs againſt any accident : thofe Sol-

diers who cannot be ventured in the Sea, fhould be

obliged to bathe frequently in falt water collected in

caſks upon the middle deck.

XIII.

Ifthe voyage is likely to be of any length, the Of-

ficers commanding Companies will very much confult

the health oftheir Men, and particularly guard againſt

the fatal effects of conftantly feeding on falt provifions,

by purchafing for their uſe a ſtock of the beſt keep-

ing vegetables, fuch as onions, potatoes, carrots

and parfnips : a fupply of tobacco will be alfo ne-

ceffary, it being a prefervative againſt the ſcurvy in

the gums.

*

A a 2 XIV. To

* Potatoes, carrots and parfnips may be preferved for months, by

covering them with fand, as may onions by hanging them in a dry

place.
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XIV.

To prevent any fraud being committed in the de-

livery of the provifions to the Men, and to oblige

them to attend regularly, by meffes, to receive their

juft proportion of each particular, an Officer fhould

every day be preſent to enfure thoſe points.

XV.

Some of the moſt retired, but at the fame time

airy births in a tranfport, fhould be allotted to the

ufe ofthe fick, for the greater eafe and convenience

of their being properly attended by the Surgeons.

XVI.

As the cabbin on board a tranfport, which is ufual-

ly allotted for the Officers, does not always afford a

fufficient number of births, for allowing one to each,

it would be very unfair to have the diftribution of

them otherwife determined, than by a choice ac-

cording to feniority ; as it might happen, was that

point to be decided by lot, or any other method, that

an Enfign juft appointed, might be accommodated

very much to his fatisfaction, when an Officer of fe-

veral years fervice was exceedingly diftreffed for a

decent place to fix his bed in : fuch a diftinction is

but reaſonable, and can admit of no fort of difcon-

tent from this confideration , that the youngeſt Officer

will in time be entitled to the very fame deference,

which he at preſent fhews to his fuperiors.

XVII.

It will alſo be very requifite to eſtabliſh many

rules for the conduct of the Officers, during their

continuance on board a tranfport, for the advantage

of ſupporting an agreeable fociety, as well in refpect

to the œconomy of meffing, as in the cleanlineſs to be

obferved in the cabbin, and the hours for rifing and

going to reft ; otherwife, if every perſon is left to

follow the dictates of his own particular humour, no-

thing may be expected to enfue but an extravagant

wafte of the provifions, and the utmoſt diforder and

irregularity in many other points, which may produce

unhappy
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unhappy animofities, even amongthofe who ever be-

fore lived on the moſt friendly terms.

CHA P. XXXI.

Of a Light Company, with a Scheme for training one

in Time of Peace, though not allowed on the Establish-

ment.

T

ART. I.

O be in fome degree prepared for War, even

during the tranquility of Peace, is confeffedly

the certain method for a nation to demand reſpect

from all its neighbours ; therefore, though econo-

my may require a confiderable reduction in the Army

of a State during fuch a period, yet the Eftablifh-

ment of the Regiments to be kept on foot, fhould

confift of all thofe different kind of Troops, whoſe

utility was inconteftably experienced, in the courfe

of many active years of Service.

II.

A reflection of this nature, it is probable, gave rife

to that improvement in the military Syftem of Great-

Britain, when contrary to all former cuſtom, it was

determined to fupport a body of Marines, even du-

ring the continuance of Peace ; experience having

taught the Nation, that ſuch Troops were not to be

formed in a hurry, and that after the commencement

of hoftilities, was by no meansthe proper feafon, for

eſtabliſhing a Corps, whofe confequence and fuperi-

ority muft ever depend on length of Difcipline, and

being trained in years of hardy Exercife : the fame

reafon, it may be fuppofed, gave an eſtabliſhment to

thofe Regiments of light Cavalry, now ſubſiſting in

the British Army, whofe utility, during the late War,

was on many occafions univerfally acknowledged.

III.

When the difpofition of the nation fcemcd thus

inclined to make thofe neceffary improvements, it

15
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is much to be regretted, that an attention was not

fhewn towards continuing fome of thofe Light Corps

of Infantry, whofe active Services alfo, during the

courſe of many ſpirited Campaigns, both in Germa-

ny and America deferved a better fate, than being

either totally difbanded, or elfe transformed into

heavy Troops ; it being a point beyond all contra-

diction, that an Army inthe Field, acting either on

the defenfive or otherwife cannot well fubfift without

fuch a Corps.

IV.

par-

The Eſtabliſhment in time of Peace making no

provifion for Light-Infantry ; and as their ' Manou-

vres demand a degree of practice , not to be acquired

in a fummer (if it is wifhed to have a ſet of Officers

trained againſt a future rupture, to the perfection of

real partizans) how eafy would it be, for every Regi-

mentto endeavour at preferving fome idea of theſe

Troops, and lay a foundation for a ſcheme, the good

effects of which would foon appear, if called to any

Service, by allotting a Company for that purpoſe, to

be compofed of chofen men, whofe activity and

ticular talents for that duty fhould be the only re-

commendation to their appointment ; nor need the

forming fuch a Company (though not provided for

by Government) expofe a Commanding-officer to the

cenfure of thoſe who plume themſelves on diſcoun-

tenancing every improvement in the Military profef- >

ffion, which has not the abfolute fanction of an order

for it, becauſe, on Reviews and other occafions, it

might in an inſtant re-affume the drefs and appearance

of the heavy Companies, and act in every reſpect in

concert with them.

V.

Jackets made from the old Coats (which a very

trifling degree of * œconomy might readily contrive)

and

* Expence of equipping a Light Infantry Soldier according to the

Scheme herein propoſed .

Turning an old Coat into a Jacket

Making and decorating his Cap

Fixing a Belt to the Cartouch Box from old caft Ac-

coutrements

6d.

8d.

2d.-Is. 4d.
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and fnug little Caps formed from old Hats, and the

pairings of the Coat fkirts, with Cartouch-boxes

(capable of holding twenty-four rounds) flung by

narrow Belts from the left fhoulder, will at once

equip thefe irregulars for the kind of Exercife they

fhould be trained to, after being firft made perfect

mafters of every part of that eftablifhed for the other

Companies, to which they fhould be always ready

to conform .

VI.

Leaping, running, climbing precipices , fwimming,

fkirmiſhing through woods, loading and firing in dif-

ferent attitudes at marks, and marching with remark-

able rapidity, are the particular Exerciſes, to which

thefe Companies fhould be trained , as an expertnefs

in thoſe points muſt undoubtedly give them a con-

fiderable fuperiority when called to real Service,

over an untrained and unformed Banditti, whofe

drefs alone entitles them to be numbered amongſt

the light Troops of an Army.

VII.

The trifling expence attending the appointment of

a Company, formed on the plan herein propofed ,

and that of the Carriage of the long Coats, Hats and

heavy Pouches on a March, may appear to many, as

objections againſt the Eſtabliſhment of one, but will

on the firſt propofal of fuch a ſcheme, be at once

obviated, it being more than probable, that there

are few Regiments in the Service, in which

more than one Captain would not be found

extremely willing, even at his own expence, ( if no

other method offered) to promote fo very ufeful an

inſtitution ; as the command of fuch a Company on

Service under proper regulations, muft be attended

with many honourable confequences to the Officers

employed in training it, befides enabling the Com-

mander of an Army, by forming thefe Companies

into Battalions, to push forward the Operations of

the Campaign, with greater vigour (through the ac-

tivity
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tivity and expertnefs of fuch well regulated light

Troops) than could reaſonably be expected, from the

affiftance given to him by a fet of untrained Officers

and Men formed in a hurry, by Drafts from the dif-

ferent Regiments, and who, of courſe, muſt be for a

confiderable time unqualified to perform the feveral

branches of their duty, with a degree of cleverness

fufficient, to be of any remarkable advantage to the

Army.

APPENDIX.
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