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GENERAL

RULES and CAUTIONS.

I.

W

HEN you have hooked a fiſh, neverfuffer

him to run out with the line ; but keep

your rod bent, and as near perpendicular
as you can,

by this method the top plies to every pull he makes,

and you prevent the ftraining ofyour
line. Forthe

fame reaſon ,

II. Never raiſe a large fish out. of the waterby

takingthe hairto which the bookis fastened, or indeed

any part ofthe line into your hand ; but either put a

landing net under him, or for want ofthat your hat :

you may indeed in fy fhing, lay hold ofyour line

so draw a fish to you , but this must be done with

caution.

0

III. Your fi'k, for whipping hooks and other fine

work, muſt be very ſmall ; uſe it double, and wax it

(and indeed every other fort of binding ) with ſhoe.

maker's wax ; if your wax is too fiff, temper it with

tallow.

IV. Inclofe the knots and joints of your line in a

little pill ofwax, preffed very cloſe, and the fuper-

fluities pinched off ; this willfoon harden, and pre-

vent the knots from drawing.

V. If for ftrong fishing you ufe the grafs, which,

when you can get it fine, is to be preferred to gut,

remember to ſoak it always an hour in water before

you uſe it this will make it tough and prevent its

kinking.

82 VI.



RULES AND CAUTIONS. iv

VI. Wheneveryou begin to fish, wet the ends ofthe

joints of your rod ; which, as it makes them (well ,

will prevent their loofening. And,

VII. Ifyou happen with rain or otherwiſe to wet

your rod, fo that you cannot pull the joints afunder,

turn the ferrel round a few times in the flame of a

candle, and they will eafily feparate.

VIII. Before you fix the loop of briſtle to your

hook in order to make a fly ; to prevent its drawing

befure to finge the ends of it ; do the fame by the

hair to which at any time you whip a hook.

IX. Make flies in warm weather only ; for in

cold your waxed filk will not draw.

X. In rainy weather, or when the feafon for fifh-

ing is over repair whatever damage your tackle has

fuftained.

XI. Never regard what bunglers and flovens tell

you,but believe that heatness in your tackle, and a

nice and curious hand in all your work are abſolute-

ly neceffary

XII. Never fifhio any water that is not commen

without firft obtaining leave of the owners, whick

is feldom denied to those who deserve it.

Laftly. Remember that the wit and invention of

man were given for greater purpoſes than to ensnare

filly fish and that, how delightful foever Angling

may appear, it ceaſes to be innocent when uſed other-

wife than as mere recreation .

:
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THE

Art of ANGLING ;

1
OR,

COMPLEAT FLY-FISHER.

NGLING has always been

defervedly reckoned one of the

moft innocent and delightful

recreations of the ſportſman : it

gives the mind a very agreeable and amu-

fing entertainment, and at the ſame time

contributes not a little to the health and

vigour of the body, by the moderate and

gentle exerciſe it requires, as well as by

the wholfome and refreſhing air that plays

upon the water. The defign of the fol-

lowing fheets, is to contribute what I can'

towards the improvement and perfection of

B this



2 The ART of ANGLING

this excellent Art, particularly of that de-

lightful branch of it, Fly-fifhing, wherein

the reader may be affured, that the direc-

tions he will meet with are not the trite

and common ones frequently taken upon

truft from others, and generally found

unfucceſsful upon trial : but they will be,

for the most part, new and uncommon,

founded upon repeated obfervations of my

own, and confirmed by many years prac-

tice and experience in the Art.

THE manner in which I intend to treat

this fubject will be this. After mentioning

the rivers ( at leaſt the chiefeft of them)

which are the ſcenes ofthe Angler's diver-

fion, to deſcribe the different kinds offiſh

their inhabitants : their feveral natures and

qualities: their haunts, and places of feed-

ing and retirement : the various kinds of

foods and baits adapted to each particular

kind of fiſh, together with the moſt pro-

per times and feafons of ufing them : and

more eſpecially the great diverfity of flies

which nature produces for them, in a won-

derful, yet regular fucceffion : with direc

tions formaking the artificial fly, and a par-

ticular accoun of the neceffary materials,

as feathers, furrs, &c. requifite to make

every fort of fly in fuch manner as to have

the neareſt reſemblance tothe natural..

r



And Compleat FLY-FISHER . 3

THE Number ofour Rivers in England

are by fome reckoned to be three hundred

and twenty-five, moſt of the principal of

which are as follow;
1

Thames. Dove. Nyd. Tine.

Severn. Dun. Oufe. Teft.

Trent. Dart. Orwell. Temė.

Humber. Eden. Onny. Thryn.

Medway. Eamon. Parret. Tees.

Tweed. Eavenlode. Plim. Ver.

Wye.
Ex. Petterel. Uk.

Avon. Frome. Rotber. Ware.

Are. lfis.
Reck. Wever.

Arun. Itchen. Rhea. Weland.

Blithe. Iddle. Roden. Wenfbeck.

Breton. Kennet. Ribble. Wey.

Calder. Lea. Rumney.
Waveney.

Cherwell. Line. Stour. Witham.

Churner. Lavant. Swift. Windrufb.

Chelmer. Lon. Stroud. Wafb.

Coln. Lowther. Sow. Willey.

Clun.

Crouch.

Dee.

Lug. Sherburn. Warf.

Merfey. Swall. Youre.

Monnow. Salwarp. Yare.

Derwent. Nen. Tame.

Deben. Nadder. Tamer.

B 2 . THAMES,



4 The ART ofANGLING ;

THAMES, the chief river of the

ifland, is compofed of two rivers, Tame

and Ifis; the former rifing in Bucking-

hamfhire, the other about two miles weft

of Cirenceſter, in Glouceſterſhire ; and

uniting their ſtreams with their names near

Dorcheſter, in Oxfordſhire, make a fine

beautiful river ; from thence is called

by the above fingle name of Thames ;

which flowing and journeying on through

the feveral counties ofBerks, Buckingham ,

Middlefex, Surry, Effex, and Kent, joins

the Medway in the very mouth of the Bri-

tiſh Ocean.

SEVERN is alfo a large and beau-

tiful river, which, for the length of its

navigation, may rival or even exceed the

former. It has its rife in Plinlimmon-hill ,

in Montgomeryſhire, and is capable ofcar-

rying large boats and barges in the fame

county. It waſhes in its courſe the walls

of Shrewsbury, Worceſter, and Gloucef-

ter, and ſeveral other places of lefs dif-

tinction, and at laft difembogues itſelf into

the Briſtol Channel about feven miles

below that city.

TRENT,
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TRENT, fo called from its produ-

cing thirty kinds of fiſh, or from its re-

ception of thirty leffer rivers, has its foun-

tain in Stafford hire, and flowing through

the ſeveral counties of Nottingham , Lin-

coin, Leiceſter, and York, augmenteth

the turbulent river Humber, the moftvio-

lent current of all the iſland.

HUMBER is not properly a diſtinct

river, as not having a fpring-head of its

own, but is rather the mouth or receptacle

of divers other rivers, efpecially the Der-

went, Oufe, and Trent, here confluent

and meeting together.

MEDWAY is a Kentish river, re-

-markable for harbouring the royal navy.

TWEED is a river on the north-eaft

bounds of England, dividing it from

Scotland ; on whofe banks ftands the

strong and memorable town of Berwick.

;. WYE is a large and pleaſant river,

which runs with a winding courfe through

the counties of Brecknock, Hereford,

Monmouth, and Gloucefter, and at laſt

falls into the Briftol Channel. There is

anotherB 3



6 The ART of ANGLING ;

another river of the fame name in Dorſet-

fhire, (though differently fpelt) upon the

mouth of which ftands the town ofWey-

mouth, fo called from its fituation. It is

not unuſual to have ſeveral rivers called by

the fame name, fometimes three or four ;

as is remarkablein the names Avon, Stour,

Oufe, and fome others , of which there

are ſeveral ſo called in different parts of

England.

THERE may poffibly be fome rivers o-

mitted in the preceding catalogue as confi-

derable as many of thoſe there fet down.

There are alſo innumerable brooks and ri-

vulets (too many to be particularly taken

notice of) that afford the ſportſman as much

diver-fion as many of the larger rivers.

By this means England enjoys the advan-

tage of being better watered than moſt

parts ofthe world ; which greatly adds to

the fertility of its foil, the beauty of the

country, and by the great plenty and va-

riety of fish here produced, to the delight

and convenience of mankind. Thefe I fhall

in the next place proceed to defcribe.

THE
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THE Names of our Frefh-water Fish,

are,

Salmon. Flounder. Eel.

Salmon-Pinks, Barbel.

: or . Chub, or Bot-

Minnow, or

Pink.

Laft -Springs. ling.
Loach.

Pike, or Luce. Roach. Bullbead.

Trout. Dace. Stickle-back, or

Grayling. Gudgeon. N Jack-Sharp.

Pearch.
Ruff.

Shad.

Tench. Bleak. ! Lamprey.

Carpe Charr. Lampern..

Bream, Guiniad, Crawfish.

ed

First of the SALMON; the Spawn-

ing Time, and Seafons for Feed. »

THE Salmon is accounted the king

of all fresh-water fish, and always

breeds in rivers that have an immediate

communication to the fea ; yet ſo high or

diftant from it as not to admit any falt or

brackish tincture. He is a fifh of prey,

has his teeth in his mouth, as other fish of

prey have : when in feafon, he is adorned

withB 4



8 The ART of ANGLING ;

with a row of fmall, round, black ſpots,

along the middle of his fides from head to

tail. The Salmons are of feveral forts,

and different appellations : but, for anice

tafte, the Thames Salmon are reckoned to

exceed thofe of any other river. In the

river Severn the fpawning time is in the

month of May. The Severn Salmon are

likewife excellent in theirkind, and are firſt

in ſeaſon of any river I know of in Eng-

land , which is from February to the lat

ter end of April.

IT. is faid that they dig a private hole

in the gravel, and there leave their eggs,

which early in the following ſpring become

Laft- Springs, or Salmon - Smelts. After

they have ſpawned, both melter and

fpawner haften to the fea before winter :

but if any are ftopped by flood- gates,

wares, or mills, and fo confined to the

fresh-water, they become lean, confume,

and die within a year or two at moft.

His Haunts.

IN the Spring he returns fromfea into

the fresh rivers, where he fattens ; the fea

adding greatly to his growth and good-

nefs.
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nefs. The Salmon delights to prey and

#fport in fwift violent ftreams and large

rivers ; efpecially in fuch waters that have

pebbly, gravelly, and, fometimes , weedy

bottoms: is ever reftlefs, coveting to get

near the ſpring head ; when off prey and

fport, he fwims in the deep broad parts,

and, generally, in the middle of the river,

near the ground.

Of his Feeding Time and Baits.

THE Salmon is to be taken with the

trout's baits. They commonly lie in the

middle of a rough, and upper part of a

gentle ftream, when on prey. Their beft

feeding time is from fix to nine in the

forenoon, and from three in the afternoon

till fun-fetting, in a clear water, whenthe

wind blows moderately againft the ſtream.

The only months for him are, from the

beginning ofMarch to the end of Auguft.

He is to be fiſhed for with the ſmall Laſt-

fpring, fly, or worm bait; but the first is

the belt : you muſt trole for him in the

fame manner you do for pike, which is

particularly defcribed in the following

theets. When ftruck , he begins to leap

B 5
and



10 The ART of ANGLING ;

and plunge, but runs not to the end of

the line, as the trout will. Some ufe a

ring on the top of the rod, through which

the line may run to its extremity; though

a wheel about the middle of the rod, or

nearer the hand, is more convenient.

*}{*}{*}{*}{******

Obfervations and Remarks on the little

SALMONS, called SAMLETS, SAL-

MON-PINKS , or SHEDDERS : and

alfo on the LAST- SPRINGS , and

GRAVEL-LAST-SPRINGS .

THE

HESE fmall Salmons being found

in our rivers of feveral fizes, and

going under different names in feveral

places, may be a reaſon why fome have

thought that the above fmall fry of the

Salmon are different fpecies or forts of

fish: but I conceive them to be all one

and the fame fpecies , only they grow not

to compleat Salmons, or full proportion,

under two years and a half : and the rea-

fon for my opinion is, becauſe I could ne-

ver find any fpawn in any of thoſe of

leffer
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leffer fize before they came to be Salmon;

which moft certainly they would have had

if of a different fpecies.

THE Laft-Springs, Shedders, or Gra-

vel- Laft-Springs, (fo called in fome coun-

tries) are but one fort or fpecies of fish.

They are very plentiful in the rivers Se-

vern, Wye, and Dee, from the latter end

of March to the latter end of November,

and are much like the Salmon-fry ; only

the Salmon-fry return to the fea in March

and April, whereas the Shedders and Laft-

Springs never leave the freſh-water.

THE little Gravel-Laft-Spring is a fpe-

cies of itſelf, which in the rivers Wye and

Severn fpawn in the latter end of Auguft

and September, and at that time thofe ri-

vers abound with them : there are fome of

them at all times of the year, but at the

latter end of Auguft I have caught ten or

twelve dozen of them in an afternoon. I

had the curiofity of opening fome ofthem,

and found them to be full of male ſpawn

near fhedding, but never could perceive

any female ſpawn; therefore am certain

this must be a fpecies of itíelf, as having

fpawn, but cannot account for this fifh

having no female fpawn which may be

difcerned .

MANY
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MANYhave been of opinion thatthey are

the fpawnofthe fick Salmon, which cannot

get out ofthe freſh rivers to fea ; and being

the offspring of a weak feed or generation,

is the reafon of their diminutive fize, and

incapacity of breeding again : but I take

this to be an error, becauſe the Salmon

everfpawnwhen in perfect health only, be-

fore their time of going to fea, and ſpawn

no more till their return to the freſh-water;

for unless they return to fea, thereby to be

purged and cleanfed by the falt-water, they

pine away and die in their impriſonment,

either by exceffive cold in freſh-water, or

for want of purgation, orboth. Nowthe

purging of the falt-water may as well be a

reafon why Salmon grow fo faft, as the

want thereof, the cauſe why they pine away

and die fo foon, when confined to freſh- wa-

ters ; for Salmon being fifh of prey, and

great feeders, nature directs them to falt-

water, as phyfick, to purge and cleanſe

them, not only from their impurities after

fpawning, but from all their muddy and

grofs humours, acquired by their exceffive

feeding all the fummer in fresh rivers, and

hardens their fat and flesh, which makes

them. not only grow the fafter, but alſo

...become
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become the more wholeſome food, favoury

and grateful to mankind.

TH

Of the PIKE, or LUCE.

HE Pike is of a long and roundish

body, has a plain fmooth head, is

covered with fmall fcales of a whitifh co-

lour, and the body fprinkled with yellowish

fpots ; the young ones are more green ;

the upper and lower jaws are full of teeth,

and three rows of teeth upon the tongue.

He's the tyrant offresh-water fish , and rec-

koned a longer liver than any other fifh, ex-

ceptacarp. He is very chargeable to his ow-

ners, his chieffubfiftence being upon other

fish, even thofe of his own fpecies. He will

bite at a dog or any other creature he fees in

the water, of which many inſtances might

be given a very particular one I fhall re-

late, as follows :

My father caught a Pike in Barn-mere,

(a large ſtanding water in Cheſhire) was an

Ell long, and weighed thirty- five pounds,

which he brought to the lord Cholmond-

ley.
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ley. His lordship ordered it to be turned

into a canal in the garden, wherein were

abundance of feveral forts of fifh : about

twelve months after his lordſhip drawed

the canal, and found that this overgrown

Pike had devoured all the fiſh, except one

large carp, which weighedbetween nine and

ten pounds, and that was bitten in ſeveral

places. ThePike was then put into the ca-

nal again, together with abundance of fiſh

for him to feed upon, all which he devour-

ed in less than a year's time, and was ob-

ferved bythe gardener and other workmen

there to take the ducks and other water-

fowl under water ; whereupon they ſhot

magpies and crows, and threw them into

the canal, which the pike took before their

eyes. Of this they acquainted their lord,

who thereupon ordered the flaughter- man

to throw calves bellies, chickens guts, and

fuch like garbage for him to prey upon,

but being foon after neglected, he died, as

fuppofed, for want of food.

It is the general opinion that no other

fifh will affociate themfelves with this wa-

ter-tyrant, for he always fwims alone, and

is the most bold and daring of all our freſh-

water fish, knowing no other pleaſure, as

we conjecture, than prey or reft.

Of
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Of the Spawning Time.

HE fpawns but once a year, which is

ufually aboutthe end of February or begin-

ning of March, at which time they go out

of the river into fome ditch or creek, and

all the while the ſpawner is cafting her eggs

the milterhoversover herbut nevertouches

her. The beſt of theſe fish are thoſe that

breed in rivers, and the female much pre-

ferable to the male. Their chief feafon is

from May till Candlemas ; his feeding is

generally upon fish or frogs, there being a

great antipathy between him and them :

fometimes he feeds upon pickrell weed.

There are Four Ways of taking

a PIKE.

THE firft is with a ledge-bait, which

is a bait fixed to a certain place. It is best to

haveyour ledge's- bait living, whetherit bea

fish or a frog ; and to keep them alive the

longer, obferve this method. If it be a fish,

as a roach or dace, which I think are moſt

tempting, (though a pearch lives the long-

eft upon the hook) having cut off the fin

on
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on the back, which may be done without

hurting, make fuch incifion between the

head and the fin as you may put the arm-

ing wire of your hook into it, taking care

to hurt the fish as little as may be , then

carrying the wire along his back, into or

near his tail, between the ſkin and the

body, draw it out at another incifion near

the tail ; then tie him about with thread,

but no harder than juſt to hold him to the

wire, fo avoid hurting the fish. Some uſe

a probe toopen the paffage, for the more

eafy entrance of the wire ; but without fo

much trouble a little experience will make

you perfect in this matter. When your

bait is a frog, it may be either a land or a

water-frog : chufe the yelloweft you can

get, for that the Pike likes beft, and be-

tween the months ofMay and Auguft they

are the moſt beautiful. To preferve them

long alive, manage them thus : put your

hook in at his mouth and out at his gills ;

then with a fine needle and filk few the

upper part ofhis leg, with one ftitch only

to the arming wire ; or, if you tie his leg

faſt above the upper joint, it will do as

well. Having thus prepared your ledge's-

bait either with a fifh or a frog, faften your

hook to a line, which muſt be twelve

or
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or fourteen yards at least in length ; then

fix theline to fome bough or other reft

next to the water, near to the hole where

youguess the Pike tobe, then wind upyour

line on a forked ftick, with a notch in one

end to keep your line fixed to the length

you intend, that when the Pike comes he

may the more eafily run off with the re-

maining part of the line to his hold, and

fwallow the bait.

The Second Way of Taking a

PIKE,

IS what we call taking them at ſnap.

Forthis purpoſe your rod muft be at leaſt

twelve feet in length, very ftrong and ta-

per, but not too heavy, with a fubftantial

loop at the end to put your line into,

which must be as long, within a foot, as

your rod. When you bait for the fnap you

muſt make a hole in the fifh's fide you

intend for the bait, as near the middle as

you can, with the end of your hook or

probe ; put in your armed wire, and draw

it out of the fifh's mouth ; then ſow up

his mouth. When you fifh thus for the

Pike, before you ftrike let him run a little,

7

and
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and then ftrike contrary to the way he

takes. It is beſt to uſe a double fpring-

hook in this fort of fishing, being much

preferable to any other, and never fails :

This manner of angling is only proper to

be practiced in March, for then the Pike

is fick, and bites ſhy.

The Third Way of Taking a

PIKE,

?

IS by foaring, or haltering: and the

chief time ofthe year for this is from March

to July, and in the hotteft part of the day,

when the fiſh appear, as they all do, on the

top ofthe water. When you have fpied a

Pike, fix your eye ftedfaftly upon him

without looking off, which will make him

the quieter, and have your fnare with you

ready fixed, after this manner: Take a ftrait

taper pole, that is ftiff and ſtrong enough,

but not too heavy, off about four yards

in length : faften to the leffer end a fmall

piece of hard twisted whip-cord, about

a yard long, more or leſs according to the

depth of the water, and to the end faſten a

well nealed brass wire, made into a noofe or

fnare, like a hare-gin , or let it be all of

nealed
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nealed wire, with no cord : then, having

opened the nooſe wide enough to flip over

his head without touching him, let it

down with your pole into the water, even

in depth with the Pike, two or three yards

before him, and guide it very gently to-

wards his head, fixing your eyes full upon

him, till you have put the inare over his

head and gill - fins, but no further : then

immediately with a ftrong jerk upright,

hoift him inftantly to land. Keeping your

eye as much as you can upon the Pike,

will caufe him to look upon you the more

and mind the fnare lefs . Befure your pole

be not brittle or rotten.

In the fame manner you may halter other

fifh; as carp, eels, trout and tench.

The Fourth Way of Taking a

PIKE,

IS by trolling, and very pleafant : the

lines and other tackle for this purpoſe are

now fo accurately and exactly made, and

fo commonly fold, that I need not trouble

you with a deſcription of them. It is beft

angling after this manner in a clear water

and eſpecially in a windy day. Some pre-

..27 fer
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fer a fingle before a double pike hook, and

bait with a minnow as well to catch pearch

as Pike by trolling. When you are com-

pleatly fitted up with all materials, and

your hook is baited, caft your fiſh bait up

and down in fuch places as you know the

Pike frequents, letting him fink a confider-

able depth before you offer to pull him up

again. When the Pike comes, if it be not

funk too deep, you may ſee the water

move, at least you may feel him : then

flack your line, and give him length enough

to run to his hold ; whether he will imme-

diatly make, and there paunch and ſwallow

the bait. Thus let him lie till you fee the

line move; when you may certainly con-

clude he has fwallowed the bait, and is

ranging about for more : then with your

trole wind upthe line till you think it is

almoſt ftrait, and with a nimble jerk hook

him, and bring him pleaſantly to land.

THE Pike loves a ftill, fhady,' unfre

quented water, with a fandy, chalky, or

clay bottom. His best biting time is early

in the morning, or late in the evening, in a

clear water and gentle gales : he takes all

forts of baits, except flies, but the moft

principal are, large gudgeons, ſmall

roaches



And Compleat FLY-FISHER. 20

roaches and dace, large minnows, bull

heads, bleaks (in July), young frogs, or

falmon-fmelts : fome ufe fat bacon in win-

ter months a young trout, jack, or

pearch are alſo good. Take care that all

your fiſh baits are fresh and fweet when

you uſe them.

KIXLI

0.157 .

Of the TROU T.

HE Trout is a fiſh highly valued in

this and foreign nations; he feeds

clear and purely, and in the ſwifteft

ftreams; and may claim a preference to

all fresh-water fish. The ſhape of it is ra

ther long than broad , like the falmon : it

has a fhort roundiſh head, a blunt fnout,

and in many reſpects reſembles the falmon ;

his mouth is alfo filled with teeth as the fal-

mon's is.

THE best trouts are either red or yel-

low, though lome are white, and yet good,

but thefe are rarely found. The female

has a leffer head, deeper body, and is ufu-

ally better meat than the male. It is

obferved
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obſerved that a hog-back and a little head

to any fort of fiſh, either trout, falmon,

or other forts, is a ſign that ſuch fiſh are in

ſeaſon.

*

THERE are ſeveral forts of Trouts, tho'

they all go under that general name,

which differ in their bignefs, fhape, and

colour ; and in fome rivers they are fooner

in ſeaſon than others ; and in ſome longer

before they go out of feaſon. There is a

fort of fmall trout which will never come

to any bignefs, but breeds much more

than thoſe of a larger fize.

B

The Spawning Time.

THE Trout, a little before they ſpawn,

make up the river tothe fpring-head, and

to admiration will get through mill, wares,

and flood-gates, and up fuch high and ſwift

currents and places as is almoſt incredible ;

and fpawn in October or November, (but

in fome rivers a little fooner or later , like

the falmon ; contrary to the natural course

of most other fishes, which ſpawn in

warmer weather.

AFTER Trouts have fpawned, they

wafte, look big-headed, are fick, lean,

become
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become infipid, are loufy and unwholfome,

till fpring comes to restore them to their

priſtine health ; except fome ofthe females.

who are barren, and continue good all

the winter: and fuch are to be found in

divers of our rivers ; as in Arrow, in

Herefordſhire : and alfo in the river Teme

that arifes in Radnorfhire : and in Chun-

water, in Shropſhire. In this refpect they

may be compared to the barren does, that

come in feafon about the middle of No-

vember, and go out the beginning of

February.

His Haunts.

IN February, when the weather be-

comes warmer, Trouts leave their winter-

quarters in the deeps, to fcour, cleanſe, and

recreate themſelves in fhallower waters and

ſtreams, and to prepare themſelves for their

fummer delights ; and as they gather

ftrength advance ftill higher up the river,

till they become fettled in their fummer ha-

bitations ; many of them getting as high

as they can towards the fpring-head of ri-

vers, as in the preceding fection. In

their travels they fettle for the moſt part

in
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*

in whirl pools, and holes into which ſwift

ftreams, ſharps, and fhallows fall : and

growing ſtrong, feed in the largest and

fwifteft currents, efpecially in the fides and

deepeſt parts of them, near to their holds.

If they be large fifh they commonly lie

under hollow banks, worn fo' by the

ftreams bearing upon them; under roots

of trees, boughs, and bufhes ; and behind

great ftones, blocks, and banks that jet

forth into the water, on which ftreams

preffing hard, caufe an eddy or whirling

back of the water ; and they alſo delight

themſelves in all fuch places that are ſhaded

with any bush, or covered over with froth,

bank, or other thing ; conftantly waiting

and watching for the ftream to bring fome-

thingdownto feed upon, or for fome fmall

fith which they often make their prey.

Sometimes they take up their ſtation

under bridges ; and between two ſtreams

that run from under double arches of

bridges, in the returns ofthe ſtreams, where

the water ſeems to boil and roll up and

down. In deep ftill waters, they chiefly

lurk under hollow banks and roots of

trees ; and for want ofſuch hiding places,

abfcond under feggs or weeds, the better

to furpriſe their prey, efpecially in the be-

ginning
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ginning of the year, before they become

healthy; but at the latter end ofthe year,

when declining in strength, they lie in the

tails of ftreams; and when in their very

prime, in mill heads or dams, and at the

upper end ofmill-pools, under planks and

timber, and in other deep fwift ftreams, as

locks, flood-gates, and wares. Thus by

knowing their most frequented haunts, the

angler may be, in the next place, more

eafily directed in the various ways ofſport-

ing for them.

7

The best Months for Angling

for TROUTS,

THE best four months of anglingfor

Trouts are, March, April, May, and June.

You may begin in February ifthe weather

be open and mild; but the chiefelt months

are thofe four first mentioned . In March

and Aprilit is best angling for Trouts with

a worm in the forenoon, and with a fly or

minnow allthe rest ofthe day: but in the

month ofMay, you muft ufe the minnow

or codbait in the forenoon, till the flies

come down. In March, if the weather be

C hot,
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hot, ftill, and bright, and the water clear,

angle for them in the swifteft ftreams, and

moft ftrong part of the river with minnow

or worm only; and in the deeps, mornings

and evenings, very early and very late ;

that is, if the weather proves very clear

and bright. In my opinion the Trout is

beft in Seafon about the beginning ofMay;

before he has filled and gorged himſelf

with the May-fly, for that fly makes the

belly thin, and the fleſh flabby.

Of the GRAYLING, his Seafon and

Shape.

S

OME are of opinion that the Umber

and Grayling differ only as the her-

ring and pilchard do : but I think they are

both the fame fiſh, only different counties

give them feparate names. He feeds like

a trout, but he is of another ſhape ; for he

is hog - back'd, and his fins ftanding upon

his back like thofe of a pearch, his mouth

andbelly touch the ground together, which

makes me believe he feeds moſt at bottom.

As
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As to his fize he never exceeds twentyfour

inches in length ; is good and palatable all

the year, but the principal Seafon is from

September till Christmas ; at which time

he is black about his head and gills, and

down the back; his belly is ofa dark grey

dappled colour, with beautiful black ſpots

on his fides ; is of a delicate fhape; his

flefh white and firm ; his teeth grow round

his upper jaw, as fine as any file, and his

mouth is ſo tender on each fide, that he

often breaks the hold when taken ; there-

fore it is beft angling for him with a fine

hook.

His Spawning Time.

HE fpawns about the latter end of

March and beginning of April, at which

time he lies in fharp ftreams and brows,

and is very apt to rife at the artificial fly ;

:but you feldom take aſpawner : the milter

will, at that time, take a worm freely.

His Haunts.

HIS Haunts are the fame as thofe of

the trout, and he is uſually taken with the

C 2 fame
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fame baits, and after the fame manner, He

will take a fly, worm, or maggot, but the

laft moft freely, but is very gamefome at

the fly or worm , being much fimpler, and

therefore bolder than a trout : He will rife

two or three times at a fly, ifyou mifs him.

He lurks clofe all the winter, but about the

latter end of April, fwims very nimblyin

the middle ofthe ftream, is thenextremely

active and brifk, but dead hearted and

cowardly after he is hooked.

DOGO

How to take the GRAYLING .

HE feeds upon codbait and ftonebait,

and all other little infects that gather huſks

to preferve them from the coldnefs of the

water, which are compofed of gravel and

fand: for the Grayling plows and routs up

the gravel to feek his food, as natural as

the hogs plow for theirs. I have often feen

half a dozen Graylings at a time routing

the gravel up, and catching at every thing

that was like food. When you fish for

him within water let your bait or fhot

drag upon the ground, for he will rather

take it from the bottom than afcend ;

there-
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therefore, when you angie particularly for

him, ufe a cork-float rather than a running

line . Indeed I cannot but think a trout

much inferior to the Grayling for angling

or eating.

I AM informed that the great river

Humber, which runs through part of

Yorkshire, produces more of this fort

of fish than any other river in England ;

and therefore, what we in most other

parts of the kingdom call Grayling, they

there (by a reſemblance of the name with

that of the river) call the Golden-umber :

which epithet they give him because he

feeds on thofe ftony and gravelly infects

that gather up the duft, which is very fine,

which duft, when mixed with the flime in

the fish's belly, fhines like gold.

Ofthe PEARCH, his Spawning Time,

and Shape.

T
*

HE Pearch is a very good and bold

biting fifh, is one of the fishes of

prey,carrying his teeth in his mouth, which

is very large he is very ravenous and a

C 3 great
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great devourer of his brethren ; has a hog-

back, and armed with fharp prickles : his

fkin is covered over with thick, dry, hard,

fcales, having two fins at his back . The

Sea-pearch has but one fin on his back, and

is effeemed a much better fish. He fpawns

in May. As to his fhape, he's deep bo-

died, about fourteen inches in length, of-

tener lefs, though there have been ſeen of

them two feet long,

With what Baits, and how to

take the PEARCH .

THERE are feveral baits which will

take him, but he bites as freely at the three

following as at any or all other whatever;

that is, the worm, minnow, or little frog :

and ofallwormsI take the dunghill-worm ,

called the red-worm, to be the beſt, when

well ſcouted in mofs or fennel,

Ifyou rovefor a Pearch with a minnow,

let it be alive, and ftick your hock in its

back fin, or upper lip, and let him (wim

up anddown in midwater, or a little lower,

with a cork, which ought not to be very

fmall, and you muſt be ſure to lead your

line
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line within nine inches or a foot ofthe hook,

for that will keep the bait under water, elſe;

he will come to the top when tired. This

is as good a bait for the trout as any.

WHEN YOU fiſh with a frog, you must

put the hook through the fkin of his back,

for then he will fwim without interruption."

WHEN either trout or Pearch bite, be-

fure you give him line enough, that he

may gorge the bait; or elfe the hook, be-

ing covered with the bait, will flip out of

his mouth. This way of fiſhing for Pearch

is beſt in the months of May and June, for

then they are roving about for the ſpawn of

roach and dace.

THE best way ofgathering theſe fish to-

gether is to take half a dozen clay - balls ,

about the fize of a penny loaf, of the ftiff-

eft fafteft clay that can be had, and make

them round and full of holes ; but you

ſhould firſt have ready a large quantity of

lob-worms ; then put one end of every

worm into each hole, and cloſe the clay

faſt upon them. Thus having filled and

ſtuffed all the balls, take themto the pool,

pond. or river, whereyou intend to angle;

throwtwoor three balls in a place, at about

a yard's diſtance from each other : thefe

worms in the balls being alive, twift and

twineC 4
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in pond or river, bait the place firſt with

the fame balls directed for the pearch or

carp ; and be fure, if you have maggots,

throw in a few at the taking of every fish,

for that will keep them together. The fize

ofyour hook must be from number fix to

number three, whipped on a strong fea-

grafs or filk,worm gut : two or three shots

at the line for pond-fifhing will be enough,

with a fwan or goofe-quill float. The fame

fifhing-tackle will ferve for carp, pearch,

and Tench.

1

Hrs ftriking time, or hours of motion,

are about eight, twelve, and four, night or

day, in the three hot months. Ifyou can

wade the pit or pond where carp and

Tench are, you may ftir the mud with

your feet or with any inftrument till you

inake the water very muddy ; which will

throw every fiſh up tothe top of the water,

and make them put their notes out of the

water for air, ( this I have experienced in

Chefhire)and thenyou may take out what

cize you pleaſe but this muſt be done in

very hot weather. The muddy water

makes them very fick for the prefent, but

in half an hour's time, they will recover,

and retire to the bottom again!

[..
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cure bath himſelfand others ; andyet loves

to feed in very foul water, and amongſt

weeds. It is a general acceptation that

when any other fish receives woundorhurt,

he will fearch for the Tench, and endea-

vour to rub himſelf againſt him ; which

proves a certain cure, by virtue of the bal-

fam or flime that is naturally upon the

Tench.

The Spawning Time, andSeafon.

+

HIE begins to fpawn in June, and in

fome ponds not till the latter end of July,

and lives fome time out of water ; and is

beft in feafon from the latter end of Sep-

tember to the latter end of May.

1'}

His Biting Time and Baits.

THE will bite atvaswell fcoured red-

nworm, a maggot, a young wafp-grub

boiled, or a green worm from the boughs

of the trees. I reckon thefe four the beſt

forts of baits that are. His biting feafon is

from the beginning of April to the latter

end of May. Whether you angle for him

C 5
in
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in pond or river, bait the place firſt with

the fame balls directed for the pearch or

carp ; and be fure, if you have maggots,

throwin a few at the taking of every fish,

for that will keep them together. The fize

ofyour hook muft be from number fix to

number three, whipped on a ſtrong fea-

grafs or filk-worm gut : two or three shots

at the line for pond - fiſhing will be enough,

with a fwan or goofe-quill float. The fame

fifhing-tackle will ferve for carp, pearch,

and Tench.

1

His ftriking time, or hours of motion,

afe about eight, twelve, and four, night or

day, tinhthe three hot months. Ifyou can

wade the pithorapond where carpoand

Tench are, you may ftir the mud with

your feet or with any inftrument till you

inake the water very muddy ; which will

throw every fiſh up tothe top of the water,

and make them put their noles out of the

water for air, (this I have experienced in

Chefhire) and thenyou may take out what

fize you pleaſe but this muſt be done in

very hot weather. The muddy water

makes them very fick for the preſent, but

in half an hour's time, they will recover,

and retire to the bottom again!
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Ofthe CARP, his Shape and Colour:

TH

HE Carp is a very ftately and fub-

tle fish ; ftiled the freſh-water fox.

He is originally of foreign growth : his

back rifes from his head fomewhat ſharp

and edged, is covered with very large,

ftrong, broad fcales : is of a yellowish co-

lour, eſpecially when arrived to an age:

the younger fort are more inclined to a

dufky colour : his head is fhort, in pro-

portion to his body has no teeth : and

fwims with broad fins : his tail is broad and

forked, of a colour between red and black,

as is alfo the laft fin : neither hath he any

tongue, but instead thereof nature hath

given him a fleshy palate to reliſh his food.

•

He is obferved to breed feveral months

in the year, contrary to the nature of moſt

other fish. To ftrengthen this conjecture,

you fhall feldom take amale Carp without

a milt, or a female without much ſpawn ;

efpecially all the fummerfeaſon . She breeds

more naturally in ponds than in running

water, (if the breeds there at all ), butthe

river Carp for eating is preferred to all

C6 others
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others. He is very difficult to take, and

there is a neceffity of exerciſing the virtue

of patience when you fport for him : for I

have known the beft of anglers uſe their

utmoſt art and diligence for many hours to

take him. In fome ponds they are as diffi-

cult to take asin a river; thatis, where they

havea ftore of feed and a clear water. He

as to be fifhed for early and late ; you can-

not govto an extreme in either.

Ofthe Spawning Time.

.

SHE begins to fpawn in May, and

when a female Carp goes to caft herſpawn,

› three or four milters follow her, and, ſhe

"diffembling a coynefs, force her through

weeds and flags, where the drops herſpawn,

which "fticks faft to the weeds: then the

'male performs his office, and all the fpawn

fo milted upon, in a ſhort time become

living fith. They begin to fpawn at four

years old. The Carp and tench are the

only two fish that ought to be put in a

pond together, and thrive beft in clay or

marle bottoms .

His
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:

His Haunts.$

"

4

*
THERE is fcarce any fort of fish

that loves a cold hungry water, but fuch

water as comes off rich fat foils, and is

very foft: in this, all forts of pool-fifk

delight and thrive. It is imprudent to

keep any other fish with Carp and tench,

efpecially roach and dace, for they deftroy

the carp's food. There are pike, pearch,

roach, dace, bream, and flate, the moft

fit to keep company together.

Of his Biting Time and Baits.

HE bites at a well fcoured red-worm,

maggot, wafp-grub, or the green-worm

from trees, boughs, or bushes ; which laft

is a very natural bait. There are many

forts ofpaftes that are mentioned for tak-

ing of Carp and other fish, but I look up-

onthem to bevery ordinary ; the four forts

of baits abovementioned being the beft I

have experienced for the taking of Carp,

tench, or pearch, by reafon you can raife

quantities of them to bait your holes ;

which will certainly draw them together,
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you doit a day or two before you begin to

angle ; but in cafe the fish are fhy, you

muſt continue to bait the holes for a fort-

night or three weeks together, once a day;

then you may depend on ſport. But ifthe

pool or pond be well ſtored with thefe fort

of fish, you need only bait where you pur-

pofe to fport an hour or two before hand.

Your worms must be of the red and white

fort, not too large, and well fcoured.

There are many other baits ; but theſe,

with diligence and patience, will take a

Carp fooner than any other I ever tried .

HE is generally caught at the bottom,

where the line and lead is not diſcovered as

it is in mid-water. Baiting the holes before

you fish for him, and he tafting your baits

without disturbance or treachery, makes

him feed bold, and not apprehenſive of

being betrayed. Ufe a long rod and quill

float, keeping out of fight as much as you

can whilst angling : when you ftrike him,

give him play enough, otherwife he will

break your tack, for he is not only a ſtrong

fifh but a great ftruggler ; and, if he is a

large fifh, as foon as he takes the bait will

run immediately to the other fide of the

river or pond.

HE
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He is a leather-mouth'd fifh: his age is

variouſly determined, but moſt think that

he commonly arrives to the age offorty or

fifty years. He is beft in feaſon in March

and April. ad

無

Obfervations on the Breeding of

CARP.

UNLESS gentlemen take more care

- than they have done oflate years, it will be

impoffibleto have large Carp; becauſe they

overſtock the pool with them, whichkeeps

the fiſh lean, and cauſes them to breed in

abundance, and when they once.begin to

breed, they will never grow to any fize af-

terwards : neither will the ſpawn of little

Carp evergrow to be large ; for when they

take to breed at two or three years old, the

-fish of fuch fpawn willnever grow to be

large, change them into ever fo many wa.

ters ; for it is as much impoffible to have

large fish from the ſpawn of ſmall one's, as

it is to expect a large breed of fowls from

a Guiney-cock and hen ; for when the

Carp breed fo young, they may properly

be called ofthe dwarf kind. Now if gen-

.

tlemen
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tlemenare defirous to breed their fifh large,

let them pick out the males and females of

fuch fort of fish they delight in of the

largeft fize then put them into the breed-

ing pans or pools, but be fure to cleanſe

the fame firft of all other fish. Thusin two

or three years time you will have the right

ftore Carp. Then take the males and fe

males of theſe fish, and put them into

your pans or pools, and in a fewyears they

will become large eating fiſh.

By thus managing and fhifting your

fiſh, you will have a conftant ſtock ; but

then you ought once in three years to ex-

amine ifthe water agrees with them.

Be fure that your fifh for breeders are

ceach four or five pounds weight at leaſt,

and as much bigger as poffible ; for the

fry of a large fish will grow to as large a

fizein four or five years time, as thofe of a

fmall fize will in ten years : contrary to the

judgment of moft gentlemen, who believe

that the water and feed add to the growth

ofthe Carp, and therefore regard not what

fized fish they breedfrom, which is avery

great error.

•

How
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How to Preferve and Feed Fish

in Pools.

1

WHEN you intend to stock a pool

with Carp or tench, make a clofe ethering

hedge acrofs the head of it, about a yard

diftant off the dam, and about three feet

above the water, which is the best refuge

for them I know of, and the only method

to preferve pool- fifh ; becauſe, if any one

attempts to rob the pool, muddies the

water, or diſturbs it with nets, moſt ofthe

fish, if not all, immediately fly between

the hedge and the dam to preferve them-

felves. And in pools where there are fuch

fhelters and fhades, the fish delight to fwim

backwards and forwards, through and

round the fame, rubbing and ſporting

themſelves therewith . This hedge ought

to be made chiefly of orls, and not too

cloſe, the boughs long, and ftraggling to-

wards the dam; by which means you may

feed and fatten them as you pleafe.

THE beft baits for drawing them toge-

ther at firſt, are maggots or young wafps ;

the next are bullocks brains and lob-worms

chopped together, and thrown into the

pool in large quantities, about two hours

before
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Bybefore fun-fet, fummer and winter.

thus uſing theſe ground-baits, once a day

for a fortnight together, the fish will come

as conſtantly and naturally to the place as

cattle to their fodder : and to fatisfy your

curioſity, and convince you therein, after

you have baited the pool for fometime as

directed, take about the quantity of a two-

penny wheaten loaf, cut it into flices, and

wet it, then throw it into the pool where

you had baited, and the carp will feed upon

it: after you have uſed the wet bread three

or four mornings, then throw fome dry

bread in, which will lie on the top of the

water, and, if you watch out of fight of

the fish, you will preſently fee them ſwim

to it, and fuck it in. Ilook upon wheaten

bread tobe the beft food for them, though

oaten or barley bread is very good. If

there be tench or pearchinthe fame pond,

they will feed upon the four former baits,

and not touch the bread.

INDEED there is no pool-fish fo fhy and

nice as a Carp, as I have before obſerved ;

for when the water is disturbed they will

fly to the fafeft fhelter they can : which I

one day obferved, when aflifting a gentle-

man to fish his pool ; for another perfon

difturbed the water by throwing the caft-

ing-
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ing- net, but caught never a Carp : where-

upon two or three of us ftripped and went

into the pool, which was provided with

fuch a fort of a hedge in it as is before de-

ſcribed , whither the carp had fled for ſafe-

ty ; then fishing with our hands on both

fides the hedge, that is, one on either fide,

we caught what quantity of Carp was

wanting.

CARP are a hardy fifh, and will live

longer out of water than most others. I

fhall conclude with a particular obfervation

on this head, as given by a late ingenious

author : Carps, fays he, will live out

" of water, in an open place, only with

" much air, as is manifeft by the method

" of fattening them in Holland, and

" which has been practiced here in Eng-

land: viz. they hand them up in a cel-

lar, orfume cool place, on wet mofs, in

" a ſmall net, with their heads out, and a

" packthread through the upper fin to

" keep them upright, and thus feed them

with white bread and milk for many

days. This, adds our author, was told

me by a man very curious, and of

" great honour and eminency, whofe

" word, if I might name him, nobody

" would queſtion." Indeed I myſelf have

feen
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feen this experienced ; and as it is an in-

ftance of the refpiration of fifhes, very fin-

gular, and fomewhat out of the way, I

have, for the reader's diverfion, taken no-

tice of it.

TH

Of the BREAM,

HE Bream is a broad fish , with a

fmall head, and fharp fnout ; the

top of the head fomewhat broad and

fmooth ; the back bending and edged,

rifing fenfibly from the head like a fwine:

the colour of his back is betwixt blue and

black, his fides and belly white, eſpecially

in thoſe that are young and lean, but the

fides ofthoſe that are full grown fhine of a

gold colour, and their belly is red : the

mouth, in proportion to his fize, is very

fmall, and without teeth : the palate is foft

and fleshy, like that of a carp : and his

fleſh foft and clammy. This fish greatly

refémbles a carp, being very broad, with

a forked tail, and his fcales fet in excellent

order he has large eyes; but a ſmall

fucking
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*
fucking mouth. The milter is obferved to

have two large milts, and thefpawner two

large bags of fpawn. The beft parts of

this fifh for eatin
g
, are his belly and his

head.

IT is faid that Breams and roaches will

mix their eggs and milt together, bywhich

means there is, in many places, a baſtard

race of breams, which never grow to be

large, are very numerous, but not good for

eating.

The Spawning Time.

BREAMS fpawn the latter end of

June and beginning of July, and are beft

in feafon a little before they ſpawn ;

though fome think them beft in Septem-

ber, having then had their fummer's feed.

Their Haunts.

THEY fwim infhoals, orgreat compa-

nies, delighting moft in gentle foft ftreams ;

fandy or clay bottoms ; in the deepeſt,

broadeft, and middle parts of ponds ; and

in
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in the deepeſt, broadeft, and moft quiet

places in rivers near unto weeds.

THE Bream and roach are fish that live

and delight as well in rivers that are dead

and heavy waters, as in pools ; eſpecially in

a river called Avon, in Warwickſhire and

Worceſterſhire, where are plenty ofthem.

1.I

How, and with what Baits to

take the BREAM .

THERE are many forts of baits

wherewith to take him, viz. red-worms

well fcoured ; but they like gentils and

and the young wafp-brood beft, which laft

fhould be boiledin a pot or kettle, or dried

on a tile-ſtone before the fire, which makes

them not unlike gentils ; or elfe a worm,

like a maggot, which is found at dock

roots, flags, fedges, or rufhes, in watry

places ; he will alfo bite at a grafs- hopper

in June or July; or at feveral flies under

water, found on flags that grow near the

water-fide.

THERE are feveral other good forts of

baits, but this following, communicated

to me by an excellent angler, I prefer to

them
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them all, either for carp or Bream, that

is, Takethe largeft red-worms you can get

without a knot, which are to be found in

great numbers, in an evening, in garden

walks or chalky commons, after a fhore of

rain. Keep a quantity of them by you in

anearthen pot, in clean mofs, well washed,

picked, and ſqueez'd as dry as poffible :

renew the mofs every fourth day for three

weeks or a month longer, then your bait

will be in perfection .

"

HAVING thus prepared your baits, have

your fiſhingtackle ready after this manner :

take three long angling-rods; three or four

filk , or filk and hair lines, and as many

large fwan or goofe-quill floats : then

faften leaden plummets to the lower end of

your line, about a foot or ten inches dif-

tancefrom the hook, but befure the lead is

heavy enough to fink the float, and not

the float bear up the lead ; the lower part

ofyour line next the hook may be ſmaller

than the reft, if you dare venture, forfear

of taking the pike or pearch, who will cer-

tainly vifit your hooks till they are caught,

as I fhall fhew hereafter, before either carp

..or Bream will come near to bite : when

the worm is well-baited, it will crawl and

work itſelf as far as thelead will permit,

!

which
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whichmuch inticeththe fish tobite without

fufpicion.

YOUR baits being thus ready, and your

tackling fitted, repair to the rivers, where,

at three or four aclock in a hot fummer's

afternoon, you mayfeethemſwim in ſhoals,

and, which is eafily difcerned, watch their

going out and coming back to their holes,

for they return about thoſe hours, moſt of

them feeking food at the bottom ; yet one

or two most commonly lie on the top,

'rolling and tumbling about, whilft the rest

are at the bottom under them : thus will

you will ever obſerve one or more keeping

centry. Then obferve where they play

moft and keeplongeft, which is common-

ly in the deepest and broadest part of the

river. Then chufe where is a clear bottom

and convenient landing- place ; take one of

your angles, and found the bottom, and

let it be eight or ten feet, and about two

yards from the bank is best. Confider next

if the water will rife or fall by next morn-

ing, by reaſon of any water mills near,

cand according to difcretion take the depth

of the place where you intend to caft your

ground-baits , and fiſh to half an inch, that

the lead lying on or near the ground-baits,

the
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pre-

the top of the float may only appear up-

right, half an inch above the water.

THUShavingfixed your place, and found

the depth thereof, return home, and

pare your ground- baits as follows : take a

peck of fweet ground barley malt, boil it

in a kettle, then ſtrain , it through a linnen

bag into a tub : and when the bag and

malt are almoſt cold, take them down to

the water fide, about eight or nine o'clock

in the evening, and not before : throw in

about one half of the ground-malt,

fqueezed hard between your hands, it will

fink preſently to the bottom : take care

that it lodge in the very place you intend

to angle. If the currentrun hard, or move

a little, throw the malt in handfulls the

higher up the ftream : befure you fqueeze

the malt fo hard, that the water will

fcarcely part it by the finking.

HAVING thus baited and prepared your

fishing tackle, leave the bag with the

ground- baits and other materials near the

fporting place all night ; and about three

or four o'clock in the morning vifit the

water-fide, but not too near, for theſe fiſh

are very watchful : take one ofyour three

rods gently up into your hands, bait your

hook, then caft it over the ground-bait,

D
fofily
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foftly and fecretly draw it to you , till the

lead refts about the middle of the ground:

bait ; caft in your fecond line about ayard

above, and the third (both baited) a yard

below the firft. Fix the rods in the ground,

but be fure go fo far from the water-fide

that you perceive nothing but the floats,

which you must watch very diligently ; for

when the fish bite, you will fee the float

fink fuddenly into the water ; yet run

not too hastily to the rod, till you obferve

the line drawn clear away: then creep gen-

tly to the water-fide, and give as much

. line as poffibly you can ; for if it be a carp

or Bream, they will go to the other fide of

the water then ftrike gently, and hold

your rod floping for a little white, for

if you both pull, you are fure to lofe

the game; either line, hook , or hold, will

certainly break. After you have overcome

them , they will make fine fport, but are

very fhy to be landed. The carp is more

ftrong and mettlefome than the Bream.

Ir pikes or pearch breed in the fame

river, they will bite firft, and must be first

taken : for the moft part they are very

large, and will repair to your ground bait;

not that they will eat it, but they will feed

and fport themſelves among the young

fry
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fry that gather about, and hover above the

bait.

THE way of difcerning and taking the

pike, if you miftruft the Bream-hook, is

thus take a ſmall bleak, roach, or gud-

geon,, bait with it, and fet it alive among

your rods, two feet deep from the cork,

with a little red-worm on the point ofthe

hook ; then take a handful or two ofmag-

gots, or fome of the ground-bait, and

prinkle it gently amongſt your rods : ifthe

pike be there, the little fifh will ſkip out

of the water, whereby your living bait will

certainly be taken.

THUS Continue your fport from four

in the morning till eight : and if it be

gloomy and windy they will bite all

day ; but that is too long to ſtand in one

place, and may fpoil an evening's diver-

fion, which fhould be thus proſecuted ;

about four in the afternoon repair to the

baited place, throw in one half of the re-

mainder of the ground - bait, ftanding out

of fight ofthe water, whilft the fiſh gather

together; and after fome ſhort time of ab-

fence, bait your rods again, and put them

in, as directed in the morning, and you

will be fure of excellent fport till eight in

the evening: then caft in the rest ofyour

ground-

氰
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ground-bait, and, at four next morning,

vifit them again for four hours, which will

be the beſt ſport of all .

THEY arein their prime from St. James's

till Bartholemew's day; being always fat-

teft after their fummer's feed.

Obferve laftly, that after three or four

days fishing, your game will grow very

fhy and timerous, and you will fcarcely

have a bite at a baiting ; then defift for

two or three days ; and , in the place where

you laft baited, and intend to renew your

baits, take a turf of ſhort graſs, about the

bignefs of a round trencher, and with a

needle and green thread, faſten, one by

one, as many little red worms as will almoft

cover the turf; then make a hole in

the middle of a broad round trencher, and

place the turfthereon ; put a cord through

it, and tie it to a pole. Let it, thus ma-

naged, fink down to the bottom of the wa-

ter, for the fish to feed upon without dif

turbance for three or four days ; and after

that time, when you have drawn it away,

you'll find fport almoft beyond expecta-

tion.

Of
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T

Of the FLOUNDER.

HE Flounder is originally a fea-fiſh,

without fcales, which wanders very

far into freſh rivers, and there dwells

and lofes himſelf, growing twice his

length, and about as broad again, as when

he quitted the fea. He is a very wholeſome

fifh, and nutritive. The beft are diftin-

guiſhed by red Spots. This fish affords

much ſport to the Angler.

t

His Haunts.

HE commonly frequents gravellyfandy

bottoms ; deep gentle ftreams, near the

banks; or atthe end of a ftream, in adeep

ſtill place ; or in a gentle ftream that is

fomewhat brackiſh ; and ſometimes in the

deepeſt ſtilleſt part of the river, near the

bank , but notfo frequent as in pretty fwift

or rather gentle ftreams.

D 3
His
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His Biting Time and Baits.

THEY will bite at any fmall worm

found in marſhy ground and meadows,

which fhould be well fcoured. He is a

crafty though greedy biter, and will nib-

ble and fuck at a bait fometime before he

takes it ; and if he perceives the hook will

fly from it : therefore, let your bait be

always in motion, which will make him

more eager. They will bite all day, from

fun-rife to fun-fet.

Obfervations on the SEVERN

FLOUNDER .

.

IN March and April there are large

quantities caught in the Severn . Their

haunts, at that time of the year; are

chiefly on fand-banks, where the water

makes a return, which, in fact, is an eddy :

there they lie in large fhoals : but, as the

fummer advances, they move higher up

the ftream. They will travel far up the

river, for great numbers have been caught

near Bewdly, Bridgnorth, and Shrewſbury.

But
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But large ,Freſhes , in the river bring them

down again.

IN March and April I generally catch

the largeſt and the beft Flounders, fome

weighing from half a pound to a pound-

and a quarter, and have caught twelve

pounds in one eddy.

t

THE beft bait, for them is a well fcoured

red-worm. Your hook must not be large,

for their mouth is very fmall. Your line

fhould be twenty or twenty-five feet long,

made of the beft hemp twine, ftrong and

fine except at the bottom of the line you

muſt have about a yard and a half of hair

line, well twiſted ; nine hairs in each link.

I always fish with three hooks to a line,

and three middling bullets, one at the top

of each link the hooks are hung too : let

the bullets be hollow, that the line may

play, and you will eafily tee a bite of the

Imalleft fish, for you frequently catch

other fish as well as flounders, fuch as trout,

famlets, falmon-fpawn, gudgeons, &c.:

THERE is a mall brook called Hawford,

which empties itself into Severn three

miles above Worceſter, in which large

quantities are caught . It is a water they are

fond of, being very brackish, owing to the

brine whichoverflows the pitsatDroitwich,

and
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and makes them firmer and better fla-

voured than thoſe caught in the Severn.

THERE are three forts of Flounders

caught here: one with a back ſpotted with

reddiſh ſpots ; another brown ; and one

black on both Sides, but I believe they

are nearly equal in goodnefs .

I FISH generally with twelve of thoſe

lines above deſcribed, laying them at pro-

per diſtances one from the other, and have

been found in conftant employ for ſeveral

hours, together, for they bite in general

pretty free, and make the Angler excellent

diverfion..

1

!

TH

askud

Of the
BARBELGE MEL

HE Barbel is fo called from his

barb or whattles at his mouth. He

is a leather-mouth'd Fish; large ; of a

fine caft, and a handſome ſhape ; with

fmall feales, placed after a moft exact

and curious manner ; but is not reckoned

the beft fifh for eating, either for whole-

fomeness or tafte : the male, however, is

reputed much better than the female,
L

Of
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Of the Spawning Time.

THEY begin to ſpawn in April, and

then are at the worst, but quickly become

in feafon. They flock together like ſheep.

The milter and ſpawner mutually labour

to hide the eggs in holes, which they dig

in the gravel, covering them with fand,

much like falmon .

His Haunts.

HE is able to live in the fwifteft waters,

and in fummer frequents the ſhalloweft

and ſharpeſt ſtreams, delighting to lurk

under weeds, and feed on gravel againſt a

rifing ground, rutting and digging in the

fands with his nofe, like a hog; and there

neſting himſelf. Yet fometimes he retires

to deep and ſwift waters, bridges, flood-

gates, and wares, where he will neft him-

felf amongſt piles, or in hollow places,

taking fuch hold of mofs or weeds , that be

the current ever fo ftrong, it cannot force

him from the place he contends for. This

is his conftant practice, when he and moſt

other living creatures fport themſelves in

D 5
the
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:the fun but, at the approach of winter,

he forfakes the fwift ftreams and fhallow-

waters, and, by degrees, retires to thoſe

parts of the river that are quiet and deep,

in which places, about April, they ſpawn,

and are then at the worst, but foon come

into ſeaſon again.

Of his Biting Time and Baits.

;

THE Barbel and chub are reckoned

the worst or coarſeft of fresh-water fish

but the Barbel affords the angler fine fport,

being fo lufty as frequently to endanger

breaking the line, by running his head vio-

lently towards any covert, hole, or bank ,

then ftriking at the line with his tail to

break it. He is alfo fo cunning, as to nib-.

ble and fuck off your bait, clofe to the

hook, yet will avoid letting it come into

his mouth. He is, likewife, very curious

in his baits, for they must be clean and

fweet, the worms well fcoured, and not

kept in four or mufty mofs; for he is at

nice feeder. At a well fcoured lob-worm

he will bite as freely as at any other bait

whatever, efpecially, if a night or two be-

fore you fish for him, you bait the place

where





BARBEL

CHUB

ROACH

DACE



TY-FISTS .

蹩



DACE



And Compleat FLY-FISHER. 59

whereyouintend to angle with largeworms

cut in pieces. Neither can you over-bait

the place, nor angle too early or too late

for him. Maggots, well fcoured, are the

beft bait for him, Laftly, when you fish

for the Barbel, ufe a long rod, of good

ftrength, for you will find him difficult to

deal with; yet when once ftruck he feldom

or never breaks his hold.

He bites early, from fun-rife till ten

o'clock in the morning, and from four in

the evening till fun-fet, fometimes later.

Their principal biting months are, from

the beginning of May till the latter end of

Auguft.

※

Of the CHUB, CHEVIN, or BOT-

LING; their Spawning Time, Sea-

Son and Shape.

TH

THE Chub much refembles the carp,

but only of fomewhat a longer

fhape : his fcales are very broad , his head

short, and his teeth are in his throat.

will feed upon little fish or frogs.

D 6

He

ABOUT

}

1
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ABOUT a fortnight before they fpawn,

ifthe weather be hot, they gather together

in fhoals, and appear on the top of the

water ; and likewife for a week or nine

days after, ifthe weatherbe hot and bright.

They fpawn in the month of May, but I

think they are not in ſeaſon till the begin-

ning of Auguft, and fo continue till the

month of April, being in the greateſt per-

fection in the winter months. You may

flit and falt them, which makes them, in

this part of the world, preferable to any

falted fish whatever, as not having the

quantity of hairy bones in them at that

time, which they have in May, June, and

July.

Their Haunts.

THE Chub likes fandy or clay bot-

toms, large rivers, and fhady ftreams : but

their chief abode is in the angles, or deep

holes where the water runs not very quick.

Theythrive muchin ponds into which any

rivulet runs.

His
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His Biting Time and Baits.

HIS biting time is from fun-rifing till

ten in the morning, and from four in the

afternoon till fun-fet. He is caught, in

the hot months, at bottom, with cow's

brains, lob-worms, grafs - hoppers, and cod-

baits and at the top, with the cannon,.

or down-hill - fly, the grafs- hopper, cater-

piller, may-fly, or ant-fly ; thefe are all

ufed in the manner of bobbing or dipping.

You muſt be ſure to place yourſelf out of

fight behind fome bufh or tree, for the

Chub will fly to the bottom of the water

at the very fhadow of your rod, being the

moft fearful of all fish, and will alfo make.

inftantly to the bottom at the ſhadow of

a bird Aying over the water, but will pre- .

fently arife, and lie floating on the top

again ; at which time move your rod

flowly to the Chub you fifh for : let your

bait fall foftly on the water three or four

inches before him, and he will infallibly

take it, for he is a leather-mouth'd fifh, ..

havinghisteeth, as faid before, in his throat,

out of which a hook fcarce ever loofeth its

hold, and therefore give him play enough

before
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before you offer to take him out of the

water.

'1

THERE are many baits to take a Chub;

as, a black fnail with its belly flit, to

fhew the white; fometimes a worm ; or

any kind of fly, as the ant- fly, fleth fly,

dor, or beetle ; or, a bob, which is a

fhort white worm, like to, but bigger

than a gentil, or a cod, or cafe-worm.

He will take any of thefe very well ; and

never refufes a grafs-hopper at the top.

of a fwift ftream, or a young wafp-grub

at the bottom. Thele grubs are found in

the holes of banks, and difcovered by the

old ones going in and out ; and are often

found by the mowers, when cutting of

grafs: they muft be boiled or baked before

ufed. The Chub will likewife bite at red

chetries, provided you bait the hole with

them the night before you fifh . You must

be fure to make ufe of the fame fized

hook, and alſo the fame fort of rod and

line, as for a carp.

THE fpawn of a Chub is excellent for

eating. His head is the beſt part of him

and he cannot be dreffed too foon after he

is taken.

Of
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Of the ROACH and DACE .

T

AHE Roach is fo called from his red

fins : he is a fish not much admired

for his nice tafte, but the fpawn is reckoned

the beſt part of him. He is a leather-

mouth'd fiſh, having a fort of faw- like

teeth in his throat. As the carp is ftiled'

the water fox for his cunning, fo the

Roach is called the water- fheep for his

fimplicity.

IT is obfervable that the Roach and

Dace recover ftrength, and are in ſeaſon ,

about a fortnight after fpawning; the bar-

bel and chub in a month; the trout in

four months ; and the faimon in the fame

time ; provided he returns to the fea, and

comes back again into the fresh waters.

RIVER Roaches are ever preferred to

thofe in ponds : but the latter are uſually

ofa larger breed. There are a fort of ſmall

baftard Roaches with a very forked tail,

bred in fome ponds, differing from the

true Roach, as the pilchard does from the

herring. The Roach make fine diverſion,

efpecially thoſe of a larger fize. They are
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a very healthful fish, whence comes the

proverb,
" As found as a Roach."

Their Spawning Time.

THE Dace or Dare fpawn about the

tenth ofMarch, and the Roach about the

beginning ofMay. Thefe fifh are beſt in

feafon from Michaelmas till Candlemas,

and are very ordinary eating all the fum-

mer.

&&&

Their Haunts.

THE Roach and Dace love a gravelly

fandy ground beft ; and lie in the cleareft,

deepeft, and ftilleft waters, that are moſt

fhaded; and alfo among water- docks, and

under water-lilly leaves, eſpecially in very

hot fun-fhine weather.

1

3000 0000

Their Biting Time and Baits.

THE Roach and Dace are to be fiſhed

för, in winter, with gentils or maggots ;

but
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but, in April, with worms, and cadis, or

flies, under water, for he feldom takes

them on the top ; though the Dace, in

many of the hot months, will rife above

water.

1

ROACHES may alfo be caught thus :

take an ant-fly, fink him with a little lead

to the bottom , near the piles of a bridge,

or pofts ofa ware, or any deep place where

they may lie quietly; pull your fly up very

leifurely, and you'll have a Roach generally

follow your bait to the very top of the

water, gazing and running at it with the

utmoft eagerness. Thus are great ſtore of

Roach caught.

You may take both the Roach, Dace,

or Dare, with the gentils, or young wafp-

grub ; but, when you fifh wth them, you

muft be fure to have a largehook, a quick

eye, and a nimble hand, or the bait will

be loft. They will bite at almoſt any fly,

but chiefly the ant-fly.
J1

In the next place , I fhall inform youof

a winter-bait for the Roach, Dace, or

chub. If, about the beginning of Novem

ber, or fooner, you follow the plow when

at work upon heath or fandy ground, or

turning up the green- fwarp, or frefh land,

you will find a white worm with a red head

about
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mouth'd ; of a fine fhape ; and filver

colour: both his body and tail are beauti-

fully adorned with black ſpots.

His Haunts and Spawning Time.

THE Gudgeon is a river-fish, yet

fometimes found in ponds that are fed by

rills or fprings. He delights moft in gra-

velly or fandy ground, and in aflowſtream .

Though he inhabits large rivers, and

oftentimes little brooks, yet he is chiefly

to be found in ſmall rivers of a fine fandy

gravel bottom. In the hot months they

lie in much fhallower waters, but all the

reft of the year, from Michaelmas till

April, they dwell in the deepest places,

that are moft fandy.

"

THEY fpawn in the latter end of April,

or May ; and, as fome fay, three or four

times in a year.

His Biting Time, and Baits,

- HE is an admirable fifh to enter a

young angler, being eafily taken with ſmall

worms
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worms and maggots. By mudding the

water, and ſtirring up the fand with a pole

you may draw them together in fhoals,

and, by now and then throwing in a few

chopped worms or maggots, you may take

great quantities of them: your bait muſt

be on or near the ground.

THEYare uſually ſcattered up and down

the ſhallows of every river in the heat of

fummer; but in autumn, when the leaves

begin to grow four or rot, and the weather

begins to be cold, they keep together in

the deeper parts of the water ; and if you

angle for them with a float or cork, your

hook must always touch the ground. But

many fish for the gudgeon by hand with a

running line upon the ground, without a

float, and is an excellent way, if you have

a tender rod and as gentle a hand.

HE bites all day long from March till

Michaelmas, but will not bite in very cold

weather, nor for fome time after his

fpawning, nor immediately after a fhower

or land-flood . He bites well in gloomy,

warm, or hot fun-fhining weather, but

feldom bites before fun-rifing or after fun-

fetting, but commonly begins about an

hour after fun rifes, and ceaſes, about an

hour before the fun fets, fearing left he

fhould
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TH

Of the BLEAK.

HE Bleak, which is by fome called

the fresh-water fprat, is a fifh ever

in motion, and therefore is fometimes

called the river fwallow : for as the fwal-

low is obferved, in fummer evenings, to be

in conftant motion, making quick and

fhort turns upon the wing, the more eafily

to catch the flies in the air; fo the Bleak

is almoſt continually in action in the wa-

ter, fporting himſelf with fome little flies

and infects that ſport on the furface.

He is of a bright whitish colour ; his

back of a pleafant fea-green, and his belly

fhining, and white as the mountain fnow.

He

THE Bleak, though generally reckoned

of little value, yet is a good fifh, in my

opinion, if dreffed as foon as taken.

has been frequently uſed to make a fort of

artificial anchovy, and is often fold for the

real ; but for want of fkill in the mana-

gement, by the common artists , he has

loft much of his esteem .

THE
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THE Bleak is to be angled for at mid-

water, with a line and five or fix fmall

hooks, faftened at about the diftance of

half a foot one above the other. I have

often taken four ofthem at one time by

this means the bait has been fmall well

fcoured maggots, than which none can be

better. They may be taken with a very

fimall, fine, artificial black gnat. It is very

pretty sport to whip for them in a fummer

evening from a boat, or ftanding on the

bank- fide, in a ſwift water, with a hazle-

top, about five or fix feet long, and a line

twice the length of the rod.

**00+00

Of the CHAR, and GUINIAD.

INW

N Winander- meer, in the county of

Weftmorland, are caught a very fin-

gular fort of fish, called Char, which are

found no where elfe in England or Ire-

land ; but are faid to be in two lakes at

Snowden, in Wales.

IN a fmall but rapid river, called the

Petterel, that runs near Carliſle, in the

adjoining
E
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adjoining county of Cumberland, are

caught trouts about the ſame ſize with the

Char; that is, from a foot to eighteen

inches which are as fine in colour, and,

when potted, are not eafily diftinguiſhed

in taſte ; and are frequently, by the inha-

bitants, fent to London, and fold as Char.

They take the May fly of both forts , the

whirling dun, and indeed all the other

flies in their feafon, This river falls into

the Eden, about a mile, north-eaft from

the city of Carlifle : and about the fame

diſtance from the city, weftward , the ri-

ver Gauda falls into the Eden. The trouts

in this river are much larger than thofe in

the Petterel ; in which is a particular ſpe-

cies of trout, called the whiting, or white

trout : he has no fpots, but is of a beauti-

ful fine colour, and his flefh as red as the

falmon ; I believe he never exceeds twen-

ty inches in length, for I never caught one

above that length, nor did never converſe

with a brother ſportfinan that did . The

whirling flies to be ufed in fifhing for him

cannot be too gay ; they fhould be ribbed

with gold or filver twift, and the cock's

hackle over all, as rough as you pleaſe.

In this river, as well as in the main river

Eden, above the falmon fishery, is a fort

of
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of trout, called the brandling, clouded on

the back like a mackerel, which never

grows tobe above ſeven or eight inches in

length, and feems very much to reſemble

that fort of fish called gravel laft-fprings

in the rivers Wye and Severn. In the eaſt

riding of Yorkshire is a ſmall but rapid ri-

ver called Duffield Beck, in which are the

finest trouts, for fize and quantity, of any

water I ever fifhed in ; being feldom lefs

than two pounds, and often five or fix

pounds in weight.

THE river Dee which rifes in Merion-

ethfhire, runs through Pemble-meer, in

Cheſhire, which is a large water, and

abounds with a kind of fifh called a Gui

niad, as the river Dee does with falmon :

and yet it is remarkable, that there never

are any falmon caught in the meer, nor

any guiniad inthe river.

X

Of the EEL.

T

three forts of Eels,HERE are

the Silver Eel, the Green Eel, and

the Black Eel. The Silver Eel has a fine

E 2 dark
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dark brown back , and white belly ; his

head very ſmall and fpearing. The Green

Eel has a back of a dark green colour,

the belly of a whitish green ; his head is

broad and flat, like the beak of a duck.

The Black Eel has a black back, yellow

belly, and larger head than the two for-

mer ; and is not reckoned very wholefome

food, efpecially thofe found in muddy

pools.

}

THE Silver Eel commonly loves gra-

velly, fandy, or ftony bottoms ; they be-

gin to come up the rivers in the beginning

of April, if the weather be warm, where

they will bite very well all the ſummer,

till Auguft, and continue till their return,

which is between Michaelmas and Allhol-

lantide, according to the falling of the

Fains, and rifing of the rivers and brooks ;

which difpofes them to take their winter-

quarters in the fea, or falt waters .

IT has been thought that Eels, having

once tafted the fea water, never return

back again, and therefore it is imagined

that whatever numbers of them are taken

at mills and other places, at their going

down, can be no prejudice to the rivers ;

but this probably may be a mistake, for I

have converfed with many millers and

others,
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others, whoſe buſineſs it is to catch Eels in

their wheels and fisheries, who affirm that

about twenty years ago they could take

five times the quantity that they can now,

which must be owing tothe great numbers

that have been taken ofdate years at the

time oftheir running downwards. Thofe

that happen to eſcape in their journey to

the falt water, remain there till their time

of breeding, which I take to be about the

middle of April, or fooner.

115C

His Manner of Breeding, or

Spawning.

THERE has been a great variety of

opinions about the breeding of Eels ;

fome imagining that they are produced

from the dew which falls on the water-

fide in the months of May or June, which

being influenced and enlivened by the rays

of the fun, is gradually formed into little

Eels. Others have fancied, that when

Eelsgrow old, they breed out of the cor-

ruption of their own age. But that and

other fuch idle notions are exploded and

justly ridiculed by naturaliſts ; who, how-

ever,
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ever, are not agreed among themfelves

whetherthe Eelsbreed in the oviparous or

viviparous manner ; that is, whether they

proceed from ſpawn, ( or eggs) as moſt

other fish do, or whether the female pro-

duces them alive. To fatisfy the curiofity

of fome of my readers, I fhall give them

the beft information I could get in regard

to this matter.

BEING acquainted with an elderly wo-

man, who had been wife to a miller near

fifty years, and much employed in dreffing

of Eels, I asked her, whether ſhe had ever

found any eggs or fpawn in the Eels fhe

opened : the faid, fhe never had obferved

any; but that he had fometimes found

living Eels in them about the bigness of a

fmall needle ; and, particularly, that the

once took outten or twelve, and put them

upon the table, and found them to be

alive ; which was confirmed to me by the

reft ofthe family. The time of year when

this happened was ( as they informed me)

about a fortnight or three weeks after

Michaelmas ; which makes me of opinion

that they go down to the fea or falt water,

to prepare them for the work ofproducing

and propagating their young.

To
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To this I muft add another obfervation

of the fame nature, which was made by a

gentleman of fortune not far from Lud-

low, and in the commiffion of the peace

for the county of Salop, who going to vi-

fit a gentleman, his friend, was fhewn a

very fine large Eel that was to be dreſſed ,.

about whofe fides only he obſerved a par-

cel of little creeping things, which made

him fufpect it had been kept too long ;

but, on a nearer infpection, they were found.

to be perfect little Eels, or Elvers. Upon

this it was immediately opened in fight of

feveral other gentlemen, and, in the belly

of it, they found a lump about as big as a

nutmeg, confifting ofan infinite number of

thofe little creatures, clofely wrapt up to-

gether, which being put into a bafon of

water, foon feparated themselves, and

fwam about the bafon. This has been of-

ten told to feveral gentlemen of credit in

his neighbourhood, fron whom I firſt

received the account : but I have lately had

the fatisfaction of having it from his own

mouth. Therefore I think this mayferve

to put the matter out of all doubt, and

may be fufficient to prove that Eels are of

the viviparous kind.

DURINGE 4
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DURING the winter months, they never

ftir up or down the rivers or pools wherein

they ufually are, but get into the foft earth

or mud, where many of them bed them-

felves together, the better to defend them

against the feverity of the weather, and

there live, without feeding upon any thing

(as is generally fuppofed). They feldom

appear in the day time at other feaſons of

the year, unless the water be mudded, and

raifed a little by rain, but are uſually

caughtinthe night.

THEY are eſteemed a very delicious fiſh

for eating, and are in feafon all the year,

but in their prime in May, June, and

July. They have been known to live out

of the water five days, the temperament

of their bodies being very moift , as is that

ofmany other fish whofe fhape and nature

are very much like the Eel, and frequent

both the fea and freſh rivers ; as the lam-

prey, or lamper-eel, and alfo the large

conger, or fea-eel, which are differently

efteemed according to the difference of

their taſte. The large conger- eels are of

ten taken in the Severn between Tewkef-

bury and Gloucefter ; and below Warrin-

ton, in Lancaſhire : butthe river Stour, in

Dorfetfhire, the Aukam, in Lincolnshire,

and
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and Irk, in Lancaſhire, have the pre-emi

nence above their neighbouring ftreams for

producing the best Eels.

THE Severn, and moft navigable rivers

that have a communication with the fea,

abound with infinite numbers offmall Eels

or Elvers, which come up the river fides

early in the fpring, as foon as the fun bé

gins to warm the water. Theſe are taken

in large quantities, particularly in the Se

vern, and are made up in little cakes, and

fold in the markets. They call the coming

up of theſe little Eels, (which is very exact

and regular as to time) the Elvers running.

This little fry is, without doubt, produced

in the falt water, by the Eels that retire

thither in autumn.,

His Biting Time and Baits.

THERE are four forts of baits for

taking Eels at bank-hooks, viz. the lob-

worm, loach, minnow, and bull-head.

The beſt ſeafon for this is from the middle

of May to the latter end of July ; when

the weather cannot be too warm , nor the

night too dark. One very good way

this fort of ſport is, to have a ftrong line

E 5
that

.for
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that will reach acroſs the river or pond ;

then take feveral hooks, with links to them

about three quarters of a yard in length,

and tye them to your line about two yards

diſtance. When your hooks are baited,

faften one end of your line to the bank,

near the river, with a hooked ſtick ; then

having a peice of lead or ftone faftened to

the other end of the line, caft it acroſs the

river or pond, and let it lie all night.

With any of theſe three baits, if ſweet and

Freſh, you will infallibly have ſport.

you may ufe any of the above-mentioned

baits, with a line about a yard long, faſtened

to the ſmall end of a hooked ſtick , and the

hook of it ftuck into the bank ; and this

method is indeed moft properly called

bank-hook fishing. Or elfe,Or elfe, you may

make tyes ofthree or four yards in length,

to be thrown in at the tops and bottoms of

Areams, with a ftone at each end and

baited in the fame manner as the former.

Or,

THERE is another method to take Eels,

which is called proaching, and is to be

ufed from four o'clock, after a hot day,

till fun-fet. For this purpoſe, you muſt

have a ftrong top rod, about a yard long,

with a goofe-quill put over the end of it,

leaying the extreme end of the quill

whole :
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whole : then take a large and ſtrong

needle, and a cat-gut for the line ; whip

it very faft from the eye of the needle

to the middle : then taking a large

well fcoured lob-worm, run the eye of

the needle all up the worm, till it comes

to the very head ; fo that the point of the

needle may come out at the middle ofthe

worm ; then put the point of the needle

into the top of the quill, and take the top

rod and line both in your hand together.

Thus you may guide your bait under any

hollow wall or ftone very gently, and if

there be any Eel he will bite at it. Give

him time enough till he has gorged, and

then you may be fure of him, if you do

not attempt to pull him out of his hole

too fuddenly ; for he lies enfolded

therein, and will, with the help of his

tail, break off, uniefs you give him time

to be wearied with pulling , and when he

is fo, you may pull him flowly and gently

out.

THE beft way of taking Eels by com-

mon angling, is to take a well fcoured

red-worm, and a hook ofthe fize N°. 4,

with a float-line a foot fhorter than the rod;

and having fixed upon fome ftill quiet

place, with the moft fandy bottom you

E 6 can
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can find, take with you a confiderable

quantity of wafp-grubs boiled, or bul-

lock's brains chopped fine, to bait your

hole with. You must not forget to take

another rod and line, and bait the one

with the worm, and the other with the

wafp-grub; by which means you will be

fure to find which they take beft .

THERE are a great many baits to take

Eels, but I look on thefe I have mentioned

to be as good as if you tried an hundred

forts. This is all I fhall fay of the Eel.

Of the MINNOW, or PINK.

TH

HE Minnow when right in fea-

fon, and not fick, which happens

only juft after fpawning, is of a fort of

dappled or waved colour ; his fides incli-.

ning to a greenish and fky- colour, his bel-

ly milk white, and his back almoſt black.

THESE little fish are all without fcales,

but for excellency of tafte may be com-

pared with any of the larger fized. They

are ufually full of eggs or fpawn all the

fummer
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fummer months ; for they bred often , and

quickly arrive at their full growth and per-

fection. Their numerous and frequent

breeding is very neceffary on account of

their being a prey and baits for other fish .

He is a very eager biter at a fmall

worm; and, in hot weather, makes ex-

cellent fport for young anglers, boys, or

women that love the recreation. He ap

pears firft in March, and continues to Mi

chaelmas, and then betakes himſelf to

mud, weeds, or wood in the rivers, to

fecure himſelf from Roods and fifhes of

prey.

His biting time is from an hour after

fun-rifing, till an hour before fun fetting.

His chief bait is a fmall worm, either at

mid-water or near the bottom. Ufe a float

in angling for him.

****)*(********

Of the LOACH.

THandvery

HE Loach is of a delicate tafte,

wholefome: he breeds and

feeds in little, clear, and fwift brooks or

rills



86 The ART of ANGLING ;

rills, living on the gravel, and in the

fharpeft ftreams.

His growth is not above a finger's

length, and his thicknefs proportionable.

He ſomewhat refembles the eel in ſhape ;

has a beard or whattles, and a mouth

formed like the barbel ; he has two fins on

his fides, four at his belly, and one at his

tail , and is dappled with many black and

brown spots.

THIS fish is ufually full of eggs or

fpawn, and is eſteemed very nouriſhing,

and grateful to the palate and ftomach of

fick perfons.

HE is to be fifhed for with a very ſmall

worm at the bottom, for he feldom or

never riſes above the gravel.

Of the BULL-HEAD, or MILLER'S-

TH

THUMB.

HE Bull-head is a fifh of no

pleafing fhape, and refembles the

the fea-toad fish. His head is large and

flat, very difproportionable to his body ;

his mouth wide, and ufually gaping ; he

has
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has no teeth, but his lips are rough like a

file : he has two fins near his gills, which

are roundish or crefted, two under his

belly, two on his back, one below the

vent, and the tail fin is round. He is

fpeckled with whitish, blackiſh, and

brownish ſpots.

THEY are generally full of eggs or

fpawn all the fummer, which fwell their

vents almoſt into the form of a dug, and

they begin to fpawn about the beginning

of April.

THEY hide themſelves in holes, or

among ftones in clear water, and are

eafily feen upon any flat ftone, and on the

gravel, at which time the most inexpert

angler may take them with a ſmall worm.

They are more commended for their tafte

and nouriſhment, than for their ſhape or

beauty.

※ 業

Of the STICKLEBACK, or JACK-

T

SHARP .

HIS is a very fmall infignificant

fifh. His body is fenced with

feveral little prickles, which are very

Sharp
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fharp and pungent, and from whence he

has his name.

THIS fish is mentioned only becauſe he

makes up one of the number of fresh

water fish, being too inconfiderable to

afford the angler any fport, unleſs it be

to ſerve as a bait for a trout, to be uſed

with a fwivel line, for which purpoſe heis

equally good as the minnow.

T

Of the LAMPREY .

HIS fish comes up out of the falt

water about the fame time as the

fhad, and is of little fervice to the diverfion

of the angler, refufing all kinds of baits :

and is ufually taken in wheels or baſkets,

made of twigs, and faftened to the bot-

tom of the water for that purpoſe.

THE Lamprey may very properly be

faid to be the fresh water viper, from the

uncommon highnefs and delicacy of his

flavour ; for which reafon they are com-

monly fold at an exceffive price at their

firft coming, and, when ſtewed or potted,

are greatly admired by the curious.

HE
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He is commonly of the fize and length

of a large eel, but fomewhat rounder

and fuller in the body. His back and fides

are clouded and variegated like the mac-

krel. He has a roundifh open mouth, ofa

difagreeable form , though neceffary for the

purpofe of his fubfiftence, which is by

fuction, for which reafon he has feveral

large round holes on each fide, for the

reception and emiffion of water. They are

very plentiful in the Severn about Glou-

cefter and upwards, as far as Worcester.

THERE is another fort, which are com-

monly taken about November, called

Lamperns, which are exactly of the fame

form and ſhape, but much leſs , not ex-

ceeding the thickness of one's thumb :

they are generally thought to differ from

the Lamprey in the fame manner as the

famlet does from the falmon

*****

TH

07

******

Of the SHA D.

HE Shad is a fiſh that comes up

out of the falt water early in the

fpring into the large rivers that have a

commu-
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communication with the fea, and is very

differently eſteemed according to the rivers

he comes into. Inthe Severn he is a very

delicious good fish, efpecially the large

ones, and, by fome, not reckoned inferior

to the falmon : whereas in the Thames,

about London, he is difregarded as a

coarfe fish, good for little, except the

brightness of his fcales, which are fre-

quently made into necklaces, pretty near

the refemblance of pearl.

He has a ſmall head in proportion to his

fize ; a thick back, and a deep broad body

growing taper towards the tail : and is in

feafon from the time of his coming up till

the middle of May, whenthe heat of the

weather makes him lean and full of ſmall

bones.

He affords the angler no fport, taking

no bait that I know of, otherwiſe would

have deſerved a defcription among the beſt

kinds of fish. There is an inftance of a

gentleman who caught one with an artifi-

cial fly in the river Teme, near Worceſter,

but I imagine he took it more out of wan-

tonnefs than hunger.

OF
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O F

FLY-FISHING;

With Directions for making the

ARTIFICIAL FLY.

T

I

AM now come to the moſt enter-

taining and delightful part of the

ſportſman's diverfion, Fly- fishing ; of

which nothing can be faid too much in

commendation . If the other branches of

angling are both pleafant and profitable,

this is much more fo on many accounts. It

is the cleaneft and neatest that can poffibly

be imagined, being quite free from the

trouble of baiting your hook , or fouling

your fingers. The exercife it requires

you to take is moderate and gentle, not

being confined long to any one part ofthe

river, but moving from ftream to ſtream.

The fish that are caught in this manner,

are of the beſt and moſt delicate forts,

and
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and whenthe weather and water are favour-

able, commonly in large numbers. Even

the preparation of the materials for the

artificial fly, and the ſkill and contrivance

in making them, and comparing them

with the natural, is a very pleafant amufe-

ment. The manner of the fifhes taking

them, which is by rifing to the top ofthe

water, and fometimes out of it, gives the

angler a very agreeable furprife, and the

length of the line, greatly adds, to the

pleaſure of tiring and killing them after

they are hooked. But I haften to the art

itfelf.

1

Of the feveral Sorts of FLIES, and

their SEASONS.

Black Gnat.

Black Caterpillar Fly.

Iron- blue Fly. Can

Sally Flyon y

Canon, or Down-bill

Fly.

TH

PHE Red Fly.

Blue dun Fly. J

Brown Fly.

Cow-dun Fly.

Stone Fly.

Granam Fly.

Spider Fly.
Shorn Fly.

May
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May Fly.

Gray Drake.

Orl Fly

Large Red Ant.

Large Black Ant.

Wellman's Button.

Sky- coloured Blue Fly. Little Red Ant.

Gadis Fly.
Little Black Ant.

Fern Fly. Little Whirling Blue.

Red Spinner.

Blue Gnat.

Little Pale Blue.

Willow Fly:

THESE are all very tempting and cer-

tain Flies, which the angler may depend

upon for ſport, and which I fhall preſently

defcribe in their regular feafons . There

are many other Flies taken notice of in

fome treatiſes of angling, which may pof-

bly be of ufe in fome rivers ; the principal

of which I fhall juft mention to fatisfy the

curiofiity of my brother anglers ; but I

never think it worth while to make any of

them artificially.

Dark drake fly.

Dark brownfly.

Prime dun fly.

The Dun fly.

Ruddyfly.

Black fly-

Sandy-yellow fly. Black May palmer.

Moorish fly.
worm.

Twine fly.

Wasp fly.

Shellfly.

Camlet fly.

Oak fly.

Owl fly.

Brown
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Brown gnat. Hearthfly.

Harry long legs. Yellow -dunfly.

Greenfhiningflefb fly . Badger fly.

THESE are mentioned, as I faid , only

for curiofity or variety ; therefore, I

proceed to the defcription of thofe in

my first catalogue.

The RED FLY.

OMES down the latter end of

C February, and continues till the

middle of March..

HE is made of a dark drake's fea-

ther ; and the body of a red hackle,

and the red part of a fquirrel's fur.

He has four wings, and they lye flat

on his back .

HE
He comes on very plentifully in cold.

ftormy days.

The
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C
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The BLUE- DUN FLY.

OMES down in the beginning of

March ; and will kill fith, in the

forenoon, till the middle of April .

He is made of a blue duck's feather,

or ftarling's wing, with a blue cock's

hackle ; the dubbing, yellow mohair,

mixed with the blue fur of a fox.

As he fwims down the water, his wings

ftand upright on his back : his tail is

forked, and of the colour of his wings.

He comes down about ten o'clock, and

continues till twelve, in great quantities :

but is always thickeft on the water in

cloudy gloomy days.

You may fish with a worm in the morn-

ing till the flies come down, which will

not vary above half an hour, or an hour,

from the time mentioned ; and then, if

the water be in order for the fly, is your

time to begin to uſe it.

The
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The BROWN FLY, or DUN DRAKE .

B

EGINS to come down about the

middle of March, and continue till

the middle of April if the weather be

favourable.

He is made of a partridge or pheafant's

feather ; the body of a partridge's hackle,

with hair's fur under it, ribbed with yel-

low filk. This fly was formerly made of

a dun drakes feather, with hare's fur only;

which, in my opinion, is not the colour

of the fly.

THE red fly, the blue fly, and the

Brown Fly, frequently appear upon the

water all at one time ; but there is no

neceffity of fiſhing with the red fly after

they have taſted the blue fly. They take

the blue fly in a morning, till the Brown

Fly comes on, which he does about eleven,

and then they take the Brown till two or

three o'clock. In this order they continue

till the latter end of the month.

THERE are four or five forts of flies in

April which I fhall mention immediately ;

only obſerve in general, that the fly which

comes
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comes first according to the month, isthe

first fly that is to be uſed that day, and

then you will fee the other flies coming

on according to their time ; and you may

obferve the fiſh take the former, and leave

the latter. Thus they continue their fuc-

ceffion in their feveral days, weeks, and

months.

es et exe

C

The Cow-DUNG FLY,

OMES on about the middle of

March, and continues till the lat-

ter end of April, but it is not to be fiſhed

with unleſs it be a cold windy day.

His wings are made with the blue

feather of a hen tipped with yellow ; they

lie flat on his back : his body is made of

lemon colour'd mohair, with a yellow

feather about it.

He is to be made in the fame form as

the large horfe ant fly.

F The
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C

The STONE FLY,

OMES in the beginning of April,

and continues to the latter end of

May. He is chiefly to be fiſhed with from

about the break of day till feven in the

morning: likewiſe from ſeven in the even-

ing all night long ( if thought proper) ei-

ther in the natural or artificial way.

THEY are found in little ftony brooks,

and muſt be fiſhed with (in the natural

way) upon a ſmall worm hook, and drawn

upon the thank of it, with a line about a

yard longer than the rod, and uſed in a

middle water.

THIS fly is made of the brown feather

of a hen. His belly is of a dirty yellow,

and his back ofthe dark brown. His body

is made of a yellow or brown fpaniel's

hair, or Mohair, with the grizzled hackle

of a cock round it.

THIS fly, natural or artificial, is to

be fiſhed with in deep rapid ftreams.

The
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The GRANAM FLY, or GREEN

TH

TAIL.

HIS fly comes about the beginning

of April, if the weather be mild :

they appear upon the water in great quan-

tities in bright mornings; but in cold

ftormy days there are but few of them to

be ſeen and then is the time to uſe the

brown fly. The Granam Fly is tender.

and unable to endure the cold ; its

continuance on the water is not above a

week or nine days.

THIS fly is made of a feather out of the

wing of a pheafant, which is full of fine

fhades, refembling the wings of this fly,

which lie flat on his back as he fwims

down the water : his body is made ofthe

black part of hare's fur, with a peacock's

harl over it, and the grizzled hackle of a

cock wrapped twice round, under the butt

of the wings.

SOME frequently make this fly with a

green tail, which I could never find to be

of any fervice . The green tail fly is the

female, which lofes its tail as ſoon as it

lights
F2
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lights upon the water. I take this to be

the egg of the fly, for I have caught two

of them which have been joined together,

and put them into a box for twenty- four

hours : upon opening the box, 1 found

they were parted , and that one of them

had a ſmall lump ofgreen at its tail, about

the bigness of a pin's head ; this I kept

twelve hours longer, when the green part

came from it like an egg. This induces

me to think it is the female fly; and I pre-

fume that most other flies breed after the

fame manner.

The SPIDER FLY,

YOMES about the middle of April,

if it be a favourable fpring .C

THE wings are made of a woodcock's

feather, that lies under the butt end of the

wing; the body of lead-coloured filk,

with a black cock's hackle wrapped twice

or thrice round : the body must be made

in the shape of the ant fly.

THIS Aу appears in bright and warm

days, and comes out of beds of gravel by

the
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the water- fide, where you may find them in

bunches from the middle to the latter end

of the month, in warm fun-fhining days ;

but in cold and ftormy weather they dif-

appear.

DURING their feaſon , they are found

covered up in beds of gravel, and all

engendering, in order for their production

next year.

THIS fly is never ſeen in any month of

the year but April .

2

The BLACK GNAT.

appear about the mid-

HEbegins to appear

ΗE begins to appear about the mid-

die of April.

His wing is to be made of a light Ikya

coloured blue hackle ; the body of an

oftridge's feather.

THIS gnat is to be uſed in cold ftormy

days, and continues till the latter end of

May.' avul moal IIT

L. F3 The
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The BLACK CATERPILLER FLY,

OMES about the middle of April,

if the weather be warm .CF

His wings are made of a jay's feather,

one part blue and the other part black ;

and his body of a feather out of the top of

a plover, with a dark hackle over it. The

body of this fly is of a fine fhag like vel-

vet, which the plover's feather makes

incomparably well.

He continues till the middle of May,

and is to be fifhed with after warm morn-

ings, provided there come winds and

clouds ; for then they grow weak for want

of the fun, and fall upon the water in

great numbers.

*8*8*8***3*&*&*&*&*&*

The LITTLE IRON BLUE FLY,

B

EGINS to come down early in

May, and is in greateft perfection

about the middle of the month. There

are
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are few of them to be ſeen in warm or hot

weather, but in cold or ftormy days they

come in great quantities.

THE wing of this Ay is made of a cor-

morant's feather that lies under the wing,

in the fame form as thofe of a goofe : the

body is made with the furr of a wount or

mole, or rather a water-rat's furr, if you

can have it, ribbed with yellow filk, and

a grizzle hackle wrapped twice or thrice

round. His wings ftand upright on his

back, with a little forked tail..

THIS Ayis greatly admired by the gray-

ling ; and continues from the middle of

May to the middle of June.

The YELLOW SALLY FLY,

A

PPEARS about the middle of

May, and continues till the latter

end ofthe fame month.

His wings are made of a yellow cock's

hackle, by reafon of its fhining gloffinefs,

which no dyed colour can come up to ; he

has fourwings which lie flat upon his back :

F 4 his
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his body is made with yellow dubbing,

mixed with dark brown fur, and a yellow

hackle round it.

THIS fly, the canon fly, and the fhorn

fly, are the three flies that prepare the fiſh

to look for the yellow cadow, or May fly.

The CANON FLY,

OMES down about a fortnight in

May, and is an exceeding good fly

for bobbing at the bufh in the natural way,

or for the long line in the artificial . He

continues till the yellow cadow comes

down, and is to be found on the butts of

oaks, and other trees near the water-fide,

with his head commonly downwards ; for

which reafon he has generally obtained the

name of the Down-hill fly.

His wings are made of a feather out of

a woodcock's wing ; and his body of a

bittern's feather.

THIS fly (as I have lately been informed

by a gentleman of veracity) is bred in the

balls that grow on the boughs of large

oaks,
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oaks, commonly called oak-apples : this

he accidentally diſcovered by opening feve

ral of theſe balls, ( that had been gathered

in the winter, and brought into the houfe)

in each of which he found the Canon Fly:

fome of them, being enlivened by the

warmth of the room, immediately took

flight, and fixed in the window with the

head downwards, the poſition they obferve

in the trees.

********)*(********

The SHORN FLY.

THE

HIS Ay comes about the fame

timewith the former, and continues

till the middle of June. He is frequently

found in mowing of grafs, and a huſky

wing of a dark brown colour, with fine

clear blue wings underneath, which hẹ

makes ufe ofin his flight.

THIS fly is of the caterpiller kind : the

female fly is of a dull red. They are in

the greateſt perfection aboutmowing time,

for after the grafs is cut few are to be ſeen.

It is as killing a fly as any I know till the

May fly comes in, yet has been taken but

F 5 very
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very little notice of by anglers, though it

is the only fly to fish within the forenoon ,

before the yellow cadow comes down. His

continuance on the water is the fame as the

yellow cadow.

THE wings ofthis fly are made of a jay's

feather, taken out of the wing, mixed

with a little black and blue ; and the body

is made of flesh - coloured filk, and a red

hackle about it.

THIS fly will never fail killing fiſh, if

the water be in order.

The MAY FLY, or YELLOW

H

CADOW.

E comes down the water about a

week in May, but is not in full per-

fection till the twentieth, or between that

and the thirtieth ; and is a prodigious kill-

ing fly, as well upon ftanding water as

upon ftreams.

THE wings of this fly are made of the

feather of a grey drake dyed yellow ; the

body is made of the yellow wool of a ram

or
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or wheather, ribbed with a dark-brown,

which no feather fuits fo well as the hackle

of a bittern ; it likewife makes the legs

very artificially ; his head, which is of a

dark-brown, is made with a peacock's

harl: his wings ftand upright on his back

as he fwims down the water, with a long

forked tail, made with the hair or wifks of

a fitchow. He is a very large fly, and is

to be made upon a fmall worm-hook, of

the fize commonly called by anglers Nº. 4.

THIS fly is most plentiful in gravelly

or ftony rivers, and but few to be ſeen on

dead dull waters . He and the grey drake

(which fucceeds him) are the fishes chief

delight above all others ; for there is no

other bait, either fly or infect, which the

fifh fhew themſelves at fo much or fo

boldly they not only take them at the

top of the water, but as they come from

the bottom and fides where they are bred

in huſks, which they quit when they rife

to the top ofthe water.

•DURING their feafon they are a meſt

plentiful feed for birds as well as fifh.

They come upon the water about ten o'

clock, and continue to fun-fetting ; and

though there are hundreds of flies and in-,

fects on the river the fame day, both fish;

F6 'and'
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and birds will forfake them all and take

thefe.

Ir has been an opinion generally re-

ceived among my brother anglers, that the

MayFly proceeds from the cod- bait ; but

I find by experience that this is averygreat

miftake, for the cod-bait produces a very

different fly, call'd the cadis, or cod-bait

Ay, which I fhall prefently have occafion

to defcribe. I have lately had an opportu-

nity ofconvincingfomegentlemen very cu-

rious in the art, who were ofthat opinion

till they had the fatisfaction of feeing the

cadis flies produced from cod-baits : which

I fent for that purpoſe about the time of

their change. The May Fly, when in

embrie, is incloſed in a longer and much

fmaller hufk, which is fharp, and pointed

at one end like a cock's fpur.

******************

T

The GREY DRAKE.

HE Grey Drake comes about

a week or nine days after the

former, if the weather be cool ; but if it

be hot and fultry, he will be on in two or

three
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three days after the yellow fly : but you

must not mind him, to fish with him , till

four or five days after he is come, except

it be in the evenings, from fix o'clock to

fun-fetting. For, though the fifh take the

yellow one very well in the former part of

the day, yet when they come on in great

quantities in the evenings, they will not

touch them .

In fishing with this fly, you muft en-

deavour to imitate the rifing and falling of

him upon the water, for he never fwims fo

regularly as the yellow one, but is gene-.

rally in motion, frifking up and down ;

for which reafon he is, in fome places ,

called the Tilt-up fly.

SOME are of opinion that this is a very

difficult fly to make ; but, I think , it is

not fo difficult to make him as to fish with

him after he is made: therefore, if poffible,

caft yourline fo as to drop directly over the

fifhes head, which will beſt reſemble the

method ofthis fly's dropping on the water,

when the fish immediately fly at him : all

other flies fhould be thrown a yard about:

the head of the fish, becaufe they all fwim

gradually down the water.

THE wings of this fly are made with part

of a grey drake's feather, mixed with the

grey
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grey part of a widgeon's feather : the

body is beft made of a fine oaten fraw,

becauſe it is leaft liable to change its colour.

Several make it with white cotton, but if

you make it thus, there must be a good

deal of filver twift with it. Befure you

rib it very thick towards the tail with the

the dark hackle of a bittern, and leave the

bodyclear towards the but end of the wing.

His tail is three forked , about an inch and ·

a half long, and is made with the long

hairs or wicks of a fitchow's tail : his head

is of a dark brown, and made of a pea-

cock's harl.

THE male and female fly of the yellow

fort are both ofthe fame colour, but ofthe

grey are fomewhat different : the female

is beft made of the oaten ftraw, with a

light grey drake's feather for the wing;

and the male with most of the widgeon's

feather for the wing, and the body of fil-

ver twiſt with a little cotton.

SINCE I entered upon this work, the

following ingenious account of this fly has

been communicated to me, by a gentleman

who is a very accurate obferver of the

productions of nature ; which, as it may

be matter of curiofity and entertainment to

fome
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fome of my readers, I fhall here give it

them, as briefly, and as near his own

words as I can.

I HAPPENED to walk by the river- fide

at that feafon of the year when the May

flies, (he means the grey fort) which are a

fpecies of the libella, come up out of the

water, where they lie in their huſks for a

confiderable time, at the bottom or fides

of rivers, near the likeneſs of the nymph

of the common fmall libella ; but when it

is mature it fplits open its cafe, and then,

withgreat agility, up fprings the new little

animal, with a flender body, four blackish,

veined, tranfparent wings, the upper ones

having four black fpots, and being much

larger than the under ones ; and three

long hairs in its tail. The hufks which are

left behind float innumerable upon the

water.

It ſeemed to meto be a fpecies of ephe-

meron, and I imagined it to be the fame

infect deſcribed by Goodart and Swammer-

dam : but a few days convinced me ofthe

contrary, for I foon found them to be of

longer duration than theirs.

THE firstbufinefs of this creature, afterhe

is difengaged from the water, is to look out

for a proper place to fixon, to wait another

furprifing
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furpriſing change, which is effected in two

or three days. The first hint I received of

thisoperation was feeing the exuviæ hang-

ing upon ahedge : 1 then collected a great

number of the infects, and putthem into

boxes, and by ftrictly obferving them, I

could tell whenthey were ready to put off

their cloaths, though but fo lately put on.

I had the pleasure to fhew my friends one

that I held on my finger all the while it

performed this great work. It was furpriſ

ing to fee how eafily the back part of the

fly fplit open and produced the new birth,

which I could not perceive partook any

thing of its parent, but left head, body,

wings, and even its three hair'd tail behind

on the cafe. After it has repofed itfelf a-

while it flies to feek its mate.

In the new fly a remarkable difference

is feen in the fexes, which I could not fo

eafily perceive in the firft ftate ; the male

and female being then much of a ſize, but

now the male was much the ſmalleſt, and

the hairs in his tail longeft.

I was very careful to fee if I could dif-

cover them engendering ; but all that I

find was, that the males feparated and

keeping under cover of the trees remote

from the river: hither the females reforted,

and
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and mixed with them in their fight (great

numbers together) with a very briſk mo-

tion ; darting at one another, when they

met, with great vigour, juft as houfe flies

will do in a funny room . This they con-

tinued to do for many hours, and this

feemed their way of coition, which muft

be quick, and foon performed, as they are

of short duration . When the females

were impregnated, they left the company

of the males, and fought the river, con

ftantly playing up and down on the water.

It was very plainly feen every time they

darted down they ejected a clufter of eggs,

which feemed a pale blueifh fpeck, like á

fmall drop of milk, as it defcended in the

water , then, by the help of their tail, they

fpring up again, and defcend again ; and

thus continue, till they have exhaufted their

ftock of eggs, and ſpent their ftrength,

being fo weak that they can rife no¹ more,

but fall a prey to the fish ; but much the

greatest number perish on the waters,

which are covered with them. This is the

end of the females. The males never re-

fort to the rivers, as I could perceive, but

after they have done their office, drop

down, languiſh, and die under the trees

and buſhes.

I



114 The ART of ANGLING ;

I obferved that the females were moft

numerous, which is very neceffary, confi-

dering the many enemies they have during

the ſhort time of their exiſtence, for both

birds and fish are very fond ofthem ; and,

no doubt, under water they are a food for

fmall aquatic infects.

WHATis further remarkable in this fur-

prifing creature is, that in a life of a few

days it eats nothing, feems to have no ap-

paratus for that purpofe, but brings up

with it out ofthe water, fufficient fupport

to enable it to fhed its fkin, and perform

the principal end of its life with great

vivacity.

THE particular time when I obferved

them very numerous and fportive, was on

the 26th of May, about 6 o'clock in the

evening. It was a fight very furpriſing

and entertaining, to fee the river teeming

with innumerable pretty, nimble, flying

infects, and almoſt everything near covered

with them. When I looked up into the air,

it was full of themas highas I could difcern:

beingfo thick and always moving, they ap-

peared as when one looks up and fees fnow

coming down. This wonderful fight, in

three or four days after the end of May,

totally disappeared .

The
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*******

The ORLE FLY.

COM

1

***

OMES down the latter end of

May, or the beginning of June,

and continues till the latter end of June,

and is the beſt fly to fish with after the

May flies are gone.

THE wings of this fly are made of a

dark grizzel'd cock's hackle ; his body of

a peacock's harl, with very dark red filk.

He has four wings, which lie flat on his

back as he fwims down the water.

THIS fly is to be fifhed with in the

warmeft weather, and you may uſe it with

fuccefs from ten o'clock till four in the

afternoon, at which time the fish leave off

the Orle Fly, and take the fky-coloured

blue. -

The SKY-COLOURED BLUE FLY,

Son at the fame feafon with the for-

mer, but never appears in the evening,

atter a very hot day.

His
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His wings are made of the feather of a

light blue hen, with a yellowish glofs : the

body feems, as he flies, of a bright yel-

low; but is made of a light blue fur, mixed

with a bright yellow, with a filver griz-

zel'd hackle over it.

THIS fly comes on about the middle of

June, and continues till the middle of

July.

A

LIKEDED)X(LIKLIXEI

W

The CADIS FLY,

1

HICH I before mentioned

to proceed from the cod-bait,

begins to come about a week in June ;

and is a large fly, having four pale-yellow

wings, all of one colour, and a pale yel-

low body, ribbed with dark brown.

THE wings are made of a yellow hen's

feather : the body, of a buff-colour yel-

low furr, ribbed with dark brown filk, and

a yellow hackle three times round.

THIS Ay continues till about a week in

July before they are all gone ; and is

to be fifhed with at the clearing of the wa-

ter,
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ter, after it has been difcoloured, when no

other fly will do fo well.

THE dwelling place of this little crea-

ture, while in the ſtate of a grub, is greatly

to be admired ; being a ſmall huſk

curiouſly wrought on the outfide with

fmall bits of gravel and flime, after the

manner of ftucco work. The grub itſelf

is a very choice bait at bottom fishing, as

will be fhewn hereafter."

(0+00+00*

T

The FERN FLY.

HE Fern Fly comes in about

the latter end of June, and does

not continue above a week. He has four

wings that ftand upright on his back.

His wings and body are made of a

woodcock's feather, ribbed with orange

coloured filk .

HE is to be fished with in a morning,

the first ofany fly, till abot eleven o'clock,

and thenyou may change your fly accord-

ing to the brightnefs or dullneſs of the

day, for there are many flies on at that

time.

The
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H

The RED SPINNER.

E comes down the beginning of

July, and continues till the middle

of that month.

He is to be fifhed with only in the

evenings of very hot days.

THE wings are made of a grey drake's

feather, lightly tinged with a yellow glofs ;

the body is made of a gold twiſt, with a

red hackle over it.

A

The BLUE GNAT,

PPEARS at the fame time as the

red ſpinner.

IT does not avail to fifh with him, un-

lefs the water be very low and fine ; and

then, in hot weather he is fometimes taken

very eagerly.

THE wings of this gnat are made of a

light blue cock's hackle, the body of the

blue furr of a fox mixed withfome yellow.

The
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The LARGE RED ANT FLY,

A

S well as the black, comes in abort

the middle of June, if the weather

be hot, and continues for about a week or

nine days. Obferve that theſe two Ant

Flies that come first, are the large horſe

ants.

THE wings of this Red Fly are made of

a feather out of the wing of a ſtarling, of

a dufky colour : the body of hog's down,

died of an amber colour. He must be

made very large at the tail, and ſmall

towards the wing : with a red cock's

hackle wrapped twice round under the

butt end of the wing.

The LARGE BLACK ANT FLY,

C

OMES down at the fame time

as the red one.

THE wings of this fly are made of the

lighteſt ſky-coloured blue feather you can

get,
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get, and of the greateſt glofs ; of which

it will be difficult to find any that can

come up to the natural wing: the body is

made of an oftridge's black feather, and a

black cock's hackle wrapped twice round

under the wing. This fly is to be made

in the fame form as the red one.

*****

The WELSHMAN'S BUTTON .

T

HE Welshman's Button, or Hazle

Fly, comes in the latter end of

July. It has an outer hufky wing, and a

Imall blue one under it; and is round as a

button, from whence it has its name.

THEY are found upon hazle-trees and

fern bushes ; and as foon as the bushes are

touched they dropdown. They are as good

for hobbing at the bush in this month, as

the canon, or down hill fly is in May.

THE wing is made of a dark hackle

feather of a pheaſant ; and the body of

the dark part of camel's hair.

The
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The LITTLE RED and BLACK

ANT FLIES.

THE

HEY come down the beginning

of Auguft ; but very feldom ap-

pear on the water till between one and

four in the afternoon .

THEY are made of the fame materials

that the large ones are, and in the fame

fhape, but only half ſo large.

The LITTLE WHIRLING BLUE.

C

OMES down the beginning of

Auguft, and continues about a

fortnight.

THE wings are made of the blue fea-

ther of a fea-gull ; and the body of the

red part of a ſquirrel's furr, ribbed with

yellow, and a red hackle over it.

THIS Ay is only to be uſed in the even-

ing, and in warm weather

G The
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****

The LITTLE PALE BLUE.

H

E comes down the beginning of

Auguft, and continues till the mid-

dle of September. It is a fly that the

graylings greatly admire, which are in

perfection at this feafon, and afford the

angler much fport.

The wings of this fly are made of the

lightest blue feather of a fea-fwallow the

body is made ofthe blueft part of a fox's

furr, with a very little yellow mohair mixed

with it, ribbed with a ftraw-coloured

filk, and a fine pale-blue hackle over it.

THIS By continues till the willow fly

comes, and afterwards tili the weather

grows cold.

The WILLOW FLY.

TH

HIS Ay comes on the middle of

Auguft, or fometimes fooner, and

continues till the dun blue comes again.

HE
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He has four wings which lie flat on his

back: his belly of a dirty yellow, and his

back ofa dark brown,

His wings are made of a dun cock's

hackle a little freckled ; his body of fquir-

rel's furr, ribbed with yellow filk, and

covered lightly with the fame coloured"

hackle as the wings.

IN cold ftormy days you muft chiefly

ufe this fly; but in warm gloomy days you

muft fish with the pale blue, andtheſe two

flies carry out the feafon for fly-fifhing.

FROM the latter end of May till the

beginning of Auguft, you will find fif

teen or fixteen different forts of ghats and,

flies on the water every day : and then, if

the weather be warm, you must obferve it

as a general rule, to fifh with the first fly

that comes on in a morning ; and then

you will fee the other flies coming down

gradually and, as the fifh leave off one

and take another you muft vary your fly

according to your difcretion and obferva-

tion. From about the middle of Auguſt

you will find most of the other flies fall off,

except the little whirling blue, the pale ,

blue, the willow fly, and fome ſmall

gnats that are of little or no fignification ;

and
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and theſe three autumn flies I reckon to be

of equal value to the three firft fpring flies,

viz. the red fly, the blue dun, and the

brown drake. In thefe two feafons, if the

weather and water be favourable, you will

find your fport more regular and certain

than in the hotter months ; one reafon of

which, among others, is, that in the hot-

ter months the rivers abound with a great

variety of infects, which makes the fish

more difficult to be taken ; and in the

fpring you have the advantage of having

the river fuller of fish, before they are dit-

turbed with nets, &c.

THE flies that I have mentioned, are

found on all rivers that ever I was ac-

quainted with only the May fly and grey

drake are much more fearce on fome rivers

than others ; and therefore, where they

are fcarce, and the fish not well acquaint-
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than where they are plentiful. It is com-

monly faid, that flies differ according to

the rivers, but I will be bold to fay they

are all alike in their kinds, fome little dif-

ference there may poffibly be in their co-

lours, arifing from the nature of the foil

through whichthe rivers run, or from the

difference
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difference of men's fancies ; but if every

river was to produce different forts of flies

and infects, there would be a thouſand

times more than there are.

THUS have I given a full account of

all the flies and gnats that are moſt ne-

ceffary for angling, except two falinon

flies, viz.

The Dragon Fly, and Peacock Fly ;

and two night flies, viz.

The Brown Fly, andWhite Fly ;

which yet remain to be deſcribed .

**

The DRAGON FLY.

HE

"

E feeds on ſmall infects scarce dif-

cernable to the naked eye, great

numbers of which I have taken out of the

mouth of one thefe flies : they catch them

in the fame manner that fwallows do, by

flying at them.

THE head ofthis fly is almoft all eyes ;

he has four wings of a dark brownish co-

lour, and his body is of the fame. The

bodiesG 3
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bodies of fome of them are two inches

and a half long.

THIS fly comes in about the middle of

May, and continues to the latter end of

June.

*******{********

The KING-FISHER, or PEA-

COCK FLY.,

HIS fly feeds on the fame infects

with the former.TH

HE is called the King-fifher from the

beautifulneſs of his colour ; but I ſhould

think the Peacock Fly to be the moſt pro-

per name for him, for there can be no-

thing fo like the wings and body of this

fly, as the feather that grows on the neck

of a peacoek.

He comes in. about the fame time as

the former, and continues three weeks or

a month longer.

volo zi va all lo bued cAT
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The
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The BROWN NIGHT FLY.!

H

E is made of the brown feather of

a hen, and the body of the fame

colour.

THIS is properly a moth, which flies

by night only and is to be uſed (if you

are inclined for night fishing) in a dark

gloomy night, after a warm day. When

you fish in this manner, uſe a line about a

yard longer than the rod, and put a couple

of maggots at the point of the hook,

which will be of great advantage to the

fmelling part.

1

IT will take fifh both in ftreams and

ſtanding waters, and you may hear them

rife in as much perfection as if you were

fifhing by day. They will continue to bite

till day-break, if the night be gloomy and

cloudy ; but if it be a moon- fhining or

ftar-light night, they will not ftir at theſe

flies, any more than they will at the day

flies in a bright day.

G 4 The
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********

The WHITE NIGHT FLY.

THIS fly is, in my opinion, the

beft of the two.Te

HE is made of the white owl's feather,

on account of the foftnefs of it, upon a

middle fized worm hook; the body of the

fame colour as the wings, and as big as a

verylarge wheat ſtraw.

He is in perfection about the latter end

ofMay, and continues till the latter end of

June ; when, if you fet out with an intent

of killing a difh of fish in the day, and

fail of fuccefs, you may be fure of taking

them at night, if you are fo difpofed, and

this night fy is on the water.

HAVING now given an account of the

principal flies requifite to furnish out the

diverfion of anglers ; with their feveral

feafons, and the propereft materials for

forming them ; it willbe neceffary, before

I conclude the fubject of Fly-fishing, to

lay downthe beft directions I am able for

makingthe artificial fly.

The
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The Manner of Making and Ufing the

ARTIFICIAL FLY.

W

HEN you make an artificial fly,

you muft, in the firſt place, make

choice of a hook proportionable to the fly

you intend this muſt be whipped on

to your Indian grafs, gut, or hair, in

the fame manner you would whip on a

worm hook, only obferving, that inſtead

offaſtening near the bend ofthe hook , (as

is ufual in the other way) you muſt faſten

your filk near the top of the thank, and

let it remain. Then taking as much fea-

ther as is neceffary for the wings, lay it as.

even as you can upon the upper fide ofthe

fhank, with the butt end of the feather

downwards, towards the bend of the hook,

and tye it faft three or four times round

with the filk: then, with a pin or needle,

divide the wings as equal as you can,

and taking your filk, crofs it three or

four times between them, bringing the filk

ftill downwards, towards the bend of the

hook: then taking your hackle feather,

tie it faft atthe bend of the hook with the

point
G 5

*
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point of the hackle upwards. Next, your

furr or dubbing being ready, (which is to

make the body of the fly) take a little ofit

and twift it gently round your filk, and

work it upwards towards the butt end of

the wings , and there faften it: then take

your hackle, rib it neatly over the dubbing,

and faften it ; then bending the wings,

and putting them into the form you defign,

bring on the butt end of your hackle to-

wards , the head, and there faften it firm :

then taking a bit of dubbing or fürr, as

nearthe colour of the head of the fly as you

can, whip it twice or thrice round with the

filk, and then faften it juſt above the

wings: fo your fly is compleated..

I CONFESS no directions can well be

given for making a fly, the way of doing

it fometimes varying according to the fly

you make use of, or according to the fan-

cy of the artift ; yet thefe rules , with a

little practice, will in fome meaſure affiſt

an ingenious angler ; but to ſee a fly made

by a skillful artift is the best manner of

learning. It is alfo very neceffary, as you

walk bythe river, to take noirce of the par-

ticular kind of fly the trouts leap at, then

catching one of them, and having a bag of

materials ready provided for the purpofe,

try
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try how near art can imitate nature, and

though you fail at firſt, yet by diligent ob-

fervation and experience you will foon ar-

rive at perfection, and take a particular

pleaſure in fly-making.

THE art of managing your rod and

throwing your fly is no more to be learned

by rules than that of making him ; only I

would advife the young fportfman, never

to encumber himfelt with too much line,

no longer at moft than the breadth ofthe

river he fishes in. In raifing your line,

obferve to wave your rod a little round

your head, rather than bring it directly

backwards ; and take care not to make a

return of your line till it has gone to its

full length behind you : otherwife you

will be very apt to whip off your fly.

The greateſt ſkill is to make your line fall

as lightly as poffible on the water, eſpe-

cially in fmooth gliding ftreams , for if it

falls heavy, fo as to daſh the water, you

will be fure to affright, and not catch the

fish. When you fee a fifh rife at the natu-

ral fly, thebeſt way is to throwayard above

him, rather than directly over his head,

and let the fly move gently towards him,

by which means you will fhew it him more

naturally, and he will be the more tempt-

G 6 ed
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ed to take it. But nothing except your

own experience and practice can make you

a mafter in this art, fo as to throw exactly

behind trees and bushes into holes and

curls of the water, for there the beſt fiſh

commonly lie..

O F

BOTTOM-FISHING.

T

1

The COD - BAIT.

HE Cod bait, or Cadis, is one of

the moft excellent baits for bottom

fishing, and therefore I fhall begin with it.

THEY are found in gravelly and ftony

brooks or rivulets, and chiefly under ftones.

When you get them, you will obferve

that fome ofthem will ftick to the ftones,

and theſe are the ripeft and beſt coloured.

When you have got as many as you want,

put them into a linen bag, and after you

have
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have tied them up, dip them in the water,

and keep them five or fix days, dipping

the bagonce a day, which will bring them

fit for ufe, making them yellow, and as

tough as earth-worms.

To diftinguish the feveral forts of thefe

cadis worms, to obferve what fly each of

them is turned to, and to knowhowto

make ufe of them in both fhapes, are

things that fhew the angler's niceft fkill."

They differ very much according to the

foil wherein they are bred, and are produ-

ced chiefly in little rills that run into larger

rivers ; therefore are a more proper bait

for thoſe rivers than any other. They are

a fine bait for trout and grayling.

******************

How to Use the COD-BAIT.

ABOUT a week or nine days in May

Cod-bait fishing comes in feafon ; which

is the firft bait to be ufed in a morning,

and may be continued to the middle ofthe

day.

IT is an excellent bait till the middle of

June, and is to be uſed with a hook leaded

on the shank, and the Cod-bait drawn on ...

to
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to the top of itof it It will take in deep wa-

ters as well as inftreams, by moving it up

and downabout nine inches or a foot from

the bottom: this is commonly called fink

and draw. There is another method of

fifhing with Cod-bait at mid- water, but

then you must put a canon- fly at the

point ofyour
hook.

THIS bait is as good a botttom bait as

any that I know, if the water be clear ;

and is to be preferred to the worm at

leaft three degrees to one, becauſe all forts

of pool fish, and even the eel are great lo-

vers of it.
This bait I always fish with

myſelf in the morning, while the May fly

is on ; and I dare be bold to fay, there is

not any fiſh upon his feed that will refufe

it. The Cod-bait may be made artificial-

ly, and fo near to the natural, that, in the

water, it is impoffible to diftinguish the

one from the other.

I

The GRASS- HOPPER,

S likewiſe a curious fine bait, which

comes in about the latter end ofJune.

THE
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THE youngones areproduced about the

middle ofMay, and are to be found on the

joints and knots of moft forts of herbs and

grafs in the fields, in a white fermented

froth, commonly called cuckow's fpit.

Here they are nouriſhed for fome time,

and then drop down into the grafs, and in

about a fortnight or three weeks time after

this they are in perfection . It is a beautiful.

fine bait to fith with, but very tender.

-AFTER the legs are taken off, it is to

be drawn upon a leaded hook, in the fame

manner as the cod-bait, and then to be

moved about a foot or nine inches from

the bottom . Your line must be very fine

for a yard or more above the bait, confift-

ing of fingle hairs, if you have any strong

enough, or elfe of fine grafs or filk- worm

guts the reaſon why it muſt be thus fine

is, on account of the quicknefs of its fink-

ing; for the quicker it finks the more

freely the fiſh take it.

You may begin to fifh with this bait

about the middle of June, and continue

morning fishing till the middle of Auguſt,

if the water be in order, for which it ought

to be very fine and low. I have caught

with this bait, pike, trout, grayling, pearch,

botling, roach, and dace, and am fure that

all
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all pool fish are equally fond of it, for it is

a very natural food both to pools and

rivers .

THE first flight of the Grafs-hoppers are

all dead or destroyed by the middle of

July, but they leave young ones enough

behind to fucceed them ; thefe continue

till the coldness of the weather deſtroys

them, and this laft flight (as I fuppofe)

lay their eggs in the grafs, to preferve the

fpecies till the next feafon.

The CABBAGE WORM,

CABBAGE GRUB.

T

од

HIS is an infect produced from

the white butterfly, and may be

found, about the beginning of May, on

cabbage leaves.
رمأروا

THERE is another fort of grub which is

called the Sleeper, becauſe he lies quiet

and concealed in the hearts of cabbages,

never appearing on the outfide leaves as

the fpeckled one does : his back is of a

dark brown, and his belly of a beautiful

green,
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green, finely ribbed . This is found from

the beginning of July to the latter end of

September, in the hearts of cabbages : he

proceeds from the brown butterfly, and is

of a harder nature than the other.

THERE is a third fort that is of a dull

green colour, which alfo fies quiet in the

hearts of cabbages, and is the leaft of the

three.

I have put all theſe forts ofgrubs into a

box, and found that they changed into

three different forts of butterflies : the

Speckled grub was the white butterfly ;

the Sleeper was a dark brown butterfly ;

and the Green one was a light dun butter-

fly, with two little circles in his wings ofa

different colour, refembling two eyes.

THESE are all the palmer worms that I

know of which belong to cabbages .

THE Cabbage Grub is to be ufed about

the fame time with the cod-bait, when it

will not be improper to be prepared with

them both, for the fish are as fickle in

their diet as any thing I know, changing

their food halfa dozen times a day, bot-

tom and top, and fometimes they will pre-

fer the Cabbage Grub to the cod-bait.

You must fish with a line the length of

the rod ; the bottom of it muſt be fine,

that
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that the bait may fink the quicker. Ufe a

large fized worm-hook, very well leaded,

for it is a large tough bait ; and fish with it

in the fame manner as the cod - bait, in ftill

waters, curls, and ftreams. It is a very

beautiful tempting bait.

THE first fort continue till the latter

end of June ; and after that there are very

few to be ſeen till the end of Auguft, when

they are fucceeded, in great quantities by

the others. Theſe grubs, and grafs hop-

pers, are the beſt bottom baits till the lat

ter end of October, and may be uſed till

twelve o'clock every morning ; and then,

it you are inclined to change your bait,

you may uſe the little pale blue fly with

fuccefs, which the graylings are particu-

Jarly fond of; for they love to take the

Cabbage Grub or grafs hopper in a morn-

ing, and to fport themſelves with the flies

in the afternoon.

O F
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O F

MINNOW-FISHING :

OR,

Trouling with the MINNOW.

TH

#

HIS fport comes in about the

beginning of March, if the water

be fine and low, and continues till the lat-

-ter end ofMay. It is a veryeager fport,

and anexcellent bait at the clearing of the

water; it is beft to be fifhed with from one

o'clock till fun-fetting, becauſe at that time

the flies and infects have drawnthe fish out

upon their feed, and then they will run

very eagerly at the Minnow.

AT this fport you muſt have a very

ftiff top- rod, and a ftrong line about the

length of the rod, with a very large hook,

longin the fhank, and well covered with

lead to the bend of the hook. The min-

now
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how is to be drawn upon the hook, begin-

ping at the head, and the point of the

hook to come out a little above the tail.

This is to be uſed ( chiefly) in very rapid

ftreams, which help to give the Minnow a

briſk and natural motion, and thereby en-

courage the largest trouts to take it.

In this way of fiſhing it is neceffary to

have a ſwivel or two in your line, as well

to help the Minnow to play, and turn

freely and easily, as to yourline from twifting Prevent
cu

muft likewife obferve to draw your line

with a pretty quick motion up the ſtream ;

and, when you fee the filh fun at it, as

you frequently will, takecare that you do

not fnatch away the bait through furprife,

which is a caution that the moſt expe-

rienced anglers are not always fufficiently

guarded againft.

La

1

nalb dolo

Vi v

L

OF
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炭

O F

MAGGOT-FISHING.

B

EFORE I lay down any direc-

tions for ufing this bait, I fhall

give the best directions I can for breeding.

them .

For this purpoſe you are to take a

beef's liver, lights, or lungs, or a ſheep's .

head (but livers are the beit) . After it is .

fcored with a knife, hang it up and cover .

it, but not too cloſe, for the flies will blow

it better covered than hanging in the open

air. In two or three days after you perceive

the maggots to be alive, take down the

liver, and put it into a barrel or large

earthen pan, and there let it remain till

you think the maggots are of full growth.

Then take a fufficient quantity of bran,

in proportion to the fize of the liver, and

in three or four days the first brood

will come out of the liver into the bran,

and



142 The ART of ANGLING ;

3

and there fcour themfelves. Then in three

or four days more take a ſtick and run

through the liver, and hang it across the

barrel or pot, when the latter brood will

foon drop out into the bran, and ſcour

themſelves for your ufe.

THIS is the beft method to prevent their

turning to ſeemingly dead blackiſh grubs ,

and from thence to flies . I have known a

fly-blow changed into the dead ſtate of a

grub, and from thence into a fly, which

has produced other flies, in the ſpace of

fifteen days ; but this was in the hotter

months.

If you are willing to preferve Maggots

all the winter, you muſt get two or three

livers about the beginning of November ;

and, if it be a favourable feafon, the flies

will blowthem as ftrongly as in the hotter

weather, in order to preferve their kind

against the next fummer. Theſe are to be

managed inthe fame manner as the other,

only kept fomewhat warmer till they come

to their full growth, and then throw in a

good quantity of bran, which will fecure

them from froft in winter : they are to be

kept in a cellar or fome dampifli place, in

the barrel or pot they were bred in. Thus

11 10 1.2 200 you
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you may preſerve them all the winter, and

at any time, if the weather will permit,

havethem ready for uſe.

I SHALL, in the next place, give a par-

ticular account of Maggot Fiſhing, which

I look upon to be the beſt kind of bait

that ever was invented, and of most gene-

ral ufe for killing fish, either in rivers or

ponds.

THIS fishing comes in the beginning of

May, and continues till after Chriſtmas ;

but the beſt time for taking the grayling

in rivers, is from the middle of Auguft to

November, though theſe fish are not out

of feafon all the winter, and will take no

other bait, at that feafon, fo . well as the

Maggot. It is in general to be preferred

ten to one above any other bait that I know

or ever heard of, for all forts of freſh-wa-

ter fish (except falmon, pike, and ſhad , )

will feed upon this bait in a very plentiful

manner. There is not any fort of fiſh that

I know of in the rivers Severn , Wye, and

Teme, but I have taken with this bait ;

except the three above-mentioned . Like-

wife, if gentlemen and ladies are inclined

to anglein ponds, this bait will take carp,

tench, pearch, bream, roach, dace, eel,

&c.
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&c. It is the beft bait for quickness of

fport; for upon throwing in a few hand-

fulls of them, by little and itle . before

you begin to fish, you will by that means

draw the fish together, and they will pick

up the baits from the bottom, juft as the

poultry will pick up their food from the

ground ; fo that when you come to the

place to fifh, they will be waiting there in

expectation of more food, and you will be

certain of sport.

It

THOUGH there are feveral forts of

ground-baits and paftes recommended,

for baiting the holes where you fiſh, yet

none of them are comparable to Maggots,

which will draw all the fifth upon teed

thirty or forty yards up the river.

was formerly the practice to bait the

hook with the Maggot, and to bait the

holes with other forts of ground baits,

which, in my opinion, could afford but

little sport, for neither trout, grayling, or

pearch will eat grains, ftewed malt, paftes,

or any fuch dead baits, and therefore it is

neceffary to bait the holes with the fame

you put upon your hook ; living baits,

when thrown into the water, being much

more tempting than dead ones, and make.

the
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the fish more eager. Ihave fometimes loft

a hook in a grayling's mouth, and in a

minute's time have caught the fish again,

and recovered the hook, which I found in

his mouth.

To confirm this, I may add what hap-

pened to fome gentlemen of great diftinc-

tion, whom I attended a fifhing in the river

near Oakley Park ; who, by the clearness

of the water, plainly faw me draw the

graylings and other fish about me, by

throwing in, by degrees, afew handfuls of

Maggots, and diftinctly obferved their

manner offeeding ; and afterwards , when

they ftruck away two hooks in two fishes.

mouths, they took notice that thoſe par-

ticular fiſh never moved out of their fight

till they hooked them again, and caught

them, each of which weighed two pounds.

This induces me to believe, there is no

bait fo tempting (for grayling efpecially)

as the Maggot ; for I could never find by

any of my brother anglers, that there was

any bait wherewith they could tempt the

fish to bite again fo foon and ſo often after

they had once been hooked . I contefs a

grayling is the moſt free biting fish that I

know, and the moft eafily taken, and

therefore when I have had great fuccefs in

H taking
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taking a good diſh of fiſh, I have been

fufpected by fome perfons of uſing oils

and allurements; whereas, in fact , they

were caught by Maggot- Fifhing only.

THIS is a way of fishing as eafily learnt

as any I know ; the greateft difficulty is to

find out the moft proper feeding places :

for which purpofe, obferve in general,

that all forts of fifh love to lie deeper upon

their feed in clear water, and ſhallower in

muddy water. You may fish without a

float, but the common method is to uſe

one.

WHEN you fish in rivers with this bait,

you must fish with a hook from No. 6

to No. 9, according to the foulness or

' clearness of the water ; your line muſt be

finer than for pool fiſhing, and you muſt

lead pretty heavy: the lower link mult be

a fingle hair, or a fine filk-worm gut ; and

always obferve that your ſhot drags upon

the bottom, efpecially in a ftream.

·

OF
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O F

WORM-FISHING.

TH

HERE are a great variety of

Worms, but I fhall defcribe thoſe

only which are moſt uſeful to the angler.

The FLESH-COLOURED REDWORM,

R, as he is fometimes called, the

Dunghill Red Worm, is to be com-

'monly found under old thatch, or that

and dung mixed together. This fmall and

knotted, and of a bright red.
There are

fometo be found in moft dunghills.

H 2
The
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The BRANDLING,

'S a very beautiful worm, ftreaked from

Ishead to tail in round ringlets, one ftreak

being red and the other yellow. He is

chiefly found in dunghills confifting of

horfe dung and hogs - dung mixed toge-

ther ; and you may fometimes find very

fine large ones amongthe fhavings of cur-

riers leather, mixed with a little earth : but

hog's-dung and horfe-dung mixed breeds

the greateſt quantity.

*************&*&*&*&*

The LITTLE GILT TAIL, OT

TAG WORM,

I

S of a pale yellow towards the tail,

and fhorter than the dunghill red

worm, but knotted like it. He is com-

monlyfound among old horfe dung, and

you may probably find thefe three forts

in the fame dunghill.

The
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The PEACOCK RED , or BLACK-

HEADED WORM,

I

}

S to be found under cow dung, or

horfe-dung three parts dried, in the

fields. He is to be met with from the

latter end of April to the biginning ofAu-

guft under cow dung chiefly, with his

head an inch above ground ; and I could

never find any of this fort in any other

places. gang 2015 at grill

节

THE reafon of this being called the

Peacock Red Worm, is becauſe his head

is of as fine a glofs as the harl of a peacock,

and very near the fame colour. Some take

him to have a black head ; but if they view

him when he is well fcoured, they will find

him of a different colour. He has a flat

broad tail, and is a very good worm at bot-

tom-fishing.

The LOB WORM, or DEW WORM.

S beſt in ſeaſon from the beginning of

May till the beginning of Auguft, and

H 3

I

may
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maybe fished with all forts of ways, fome-

times at bottom, fometimes at mid- water,

proachingwith them for eels, bobbing with

them tied in knots, on filk or thread, &c.

LOB Worms are of two forts, but ofthe

fame kind ; the older are knotted, the

younger without knots, which, for dif-

tinction fake, are called Maiden Lobs, as

having never bred, and are by fome called

Red Lobs Of both forts, fome have a

broad fpreading tail, and are more red-

headed than the others ; they have a ſtreak

or lift along the back , and being longer

and tougher, are more valued for taking

large fith.

****** ***

The WHITE WORM, or MARL

WORM
,

I

S chiefly found in marl or clay land,

and commonly after the plow tail . His

head is very fmall, and of a pale red , and

his tail is tagged with yellow. The other

part ofhis body is neatly ofthe fame colour

with the earth he is bred in; but when he

is fcoured, he is of a pale white.

The
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EXILKIE
X
**X**X*EXI

The DOCK WORM, or SQUIRREL-

I$

TAIL,

S a fine pale red worm, without knots,

which is chiefly found in moist places,

near dock roots ; and is beſt diſcovered by

fhaking the earth with a dung fork. This

is the beft earth worm for carpor tench of

any that I know.

I

The SEDGE WORM,

S commonly found in the hollow part

He has a
of fedges near the roots.

black head and whitish body, and is as ten-

der as the young wafp-grub, and about an

inch in length. This worm is not to be

found in any other place but the roots of

fedges ; and is a very good bait for fifh,

eſpecially in thoſe pools were fedges grow.

H4
The
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The Cow-DUNG BOB,

S to be found from the latter end of

April till the latter end of July, under

cow-dung half dried He is of a whitifh

yellow with a red head. It is a very tender

bait, and must be ufed with the fame line

andhook as the maggot. They are to be

put into fome of the earth from under the

cow dung where they were found, and if

kept cool and moift, you may preferve

them three weeks or amonth.

THE ufual manner of keeping and fcour-

ing worms in wet mofs, is fo well known,

that I need not fay any thing of it.

**

TROUT-FISHING with the WORM,

YOMES in the latter end of Fe-

bruary, and continues good till the

middle ofMay, particularly mornings and

evenings,

THE
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THE beft Worms that I know for this

fport are the little red worm, the brand-

ling, and the white worm, which ought

to be well cleaned. Your hook ought to

be N° 2 or 3 , fixed to a good Indian grafs

or filk worm gut , and your lead about

nine inches or a foot from your hock : if

the water be low three duck fhots will be

enough ; but if high, five or fix. Your

line muſt be a foot; or a foot and a half

longer than your rod, if it bean open gra-

velly river you fish in, but if incumbered

with trees or bufhes let it be a foot or two

fhorter. You must always be fure in an

open river, to let the point of your rod go

before your body, keeping your lead upon

the gravel, for then your line fishes well ;

and the reafon ofhaving your line.fo much

longer than the rod, is to keepyourſelf as

much out offight as poffible, eſpecially in

clear water ; but in a muddy water, there

is no neceflity ofhaving your line any lon-

ger than the rod.

རྩ་

15

WHEN you arm a hook for Worm-fish-

ing, keep the link on the infide, whipping

a brittle along with it, and this is done

to prevent your bait from flipping, other

wile it will be apt to flip down into the

36

bend
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bend of the hook and choak it up, that it

cannot catch hold of the fiſh.

THIS is the best method of bottom-

fishing with the Worm that I can direct.

There is no neceffity of having the line

longer than the rod for any other fort of

bottom -fishing.

Of PALMER WORMS.

THERE are feveral forts of lit-

tle grubs and worms, of various

colours, to be found in the fummer time

on the leaves of trees and buſhes, which

are called Palmer Worms.

Theſe are beft to be got by beating and

fhaking the boughs of oaks, crab-trees,

hawthorns, or other buſhes that growover

highways or other bare and open places,

where you may moft conveniently find

them, and gather them up after they are

fallen. When you have got a fufficient

number of them, in order to keep them

for uſe, you must put them in wooden

boxes, each fort by themſelves, and feed

them with fome ofthe fresh leaves from

the

C
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thetree they were taken from. You muſt

feed them five or fix times a week, and be

* fureyou take the withered leavesfrom them

as often as you give them fresh ones, and

you must obferve to make little holes in

the boxes to give them air. Allthe forts

are very natural food for fifhes, as well in

rivers as ponds.

3

THREE of theſe forts are to be made

artificially, viz. the Brown Palmer Worm,

the Black Palmer Worm, and the Red

Palmer Worm .

•

THE Brown Palmer is made of a hog's

down, dyed of an amber colour, ribbed

with filver twift, with a red cock's hackle

over it. The Black Palmer is made ofan

oftridge's black feather, or the feather out

of the top knot of a plover, ribbed with

gold.twift, and covered with a black hac

kle. The Red Palmer is made of reddiſh

coloured mohair, ribbed with gold twift,

and a red hackle over it.

THESE Worms are to be fiſhed with ei-

ther at top or bottom: at top, you muſt

fish with them in the fame manner as with

the artificial fly's' and at the bottom, in the

fame manner as with the cabbage grub or

grafs hopper, made artificially upon a

leaded hook.

I
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I ALWAYS found theſe baits moſt pro-

per to be fished with in the fane manner

as worms or maggots, and in this way you

muft angle with a pretty fine hook, about

No. 4. Let your float keep the bait four

or five inches from the bottom, either in

river or pond.tlook

THIS is likewife an excellent bait for

bobbing ' at the bufh, with a fine bittern's

feather wrapped about the upper end of the

fhank, and the bait drawn down upon the

bend of the hook, and if there are any fiſh

upon feed near it they will not refuſe it.

":
THIS bait, when it firft drops off the

boughs, often ſwims down the water, by

reafon of the web it is involved in, which

bears it up; when the trouts, which are

Jurking underthe boughs inexpectation of

the prey, will feldom let them efcape.

i remit

.is

<********

ths of the BEETLE.

A

SIGLI 9.3

NOTHER bait which I have not

yet taken notice of, and which is

fometimes of great ufe to the angler, is

the Beetle. This is of different colours,

I the
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the one quite black, the other of a dufky

red. Each fort has two pair of wings, one

over the other ; the uppermoft, hairy and

hard, the undermoft foft and tranſparent,

which, when expanded and ſtretched out,

are much longer than the other, and of a

bluish colour. The red ones are eſteemed

the beſt, and both may be found in horſe-

dung orcow dung, three or four days after

it has been dropt in the fields, from the

time that cattle go out to grafs till about

Michaelmas.

WHEN you uſe them, clip off their hard

wings, and hang them on your hook with

their legs towards the water. Your line

muſt be ftrong, and about a yard and a

half or two yards long, and fo bob or

drop for large trouts or botlings, under

banks or bushes, in clear bright weather.

THEREis a fort of little worm or infect

which I took particular notice of fome

years ago, and found in prodigious num-

bers upon the orl trees and buſhes about

Michaelmas. I ſometimes obferved fifty or

fixty ofthem upon a leaf: they were then

about the fize of a barley - corn, but, in

about a fornight, they came to be near an

inch long. They eat all the leaves from

off
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off the orl trees for half a mile up the ri-

ver, and appeared in ſuch infinite fwarms,

that there was foarce a leaf to be feen on a

tree or bush. When they had deſtroyed the

leaves, they fell into the river, and I found

the trouts, graylings, and dace, had fed

plentifully upon them, and were gorged

with them .

漏

THESE Worms had black heads, four

feet under their throats, and a black lift

down their backs, with two yellow ſtreaks

on each fide, from head to tail. I per-

ceived they could hang faft by the tail,

when the rest of the body was looſe and

ditengaged I never before took any no-

→ tice of thefe worms, though I had obferved

the infects near the river, during the courſe

of my practice, for many years ; yet, no

doubt, fome of them, more or lefs, may

be found every year : but this was a fight

new and furprising to me, as well as to

many others who faw them.

IT may be remarked, that each infect

owes its being to a male and female ; and

proceeds from an egg, in which is incloſed

the feed and first nutriment. The female

makes choice of fuch place to lay her eggs

min, as appears to her moſt commodious,

and
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and where ſhe ſuppoſes there is heat fuffi-

cient to hatch them ; and where heryoung

when releaſed from their confinement will

find allconvenient fubfiftence. Andlet fuch

as are fond of novelty, and entertain the

vulgar notion, that infects (ail, or many of

them) derive their exiſtence from corrup-

tion, becauſe we find worms, and fome-

times flies in all corrupted matter, re-

member, that they thereby caft a great

reflection on the author of nature, and

become a reproach and difhonour to hu-

man reafon. For, whoever beſtows the

leaft ferious thought on infects, thoſe dimi-

nutive creatures, whofe ftructure is per-

formed with fuch evident harmony and

contrivance, which are provided fo well

with all things needful, and perpetuate

their fpecies in one form without the leaft

variation, muft either acknowledge that

they are the creatures of an almighty po-

wer, or fall into the abfurd doctrine of

chance, and allow them to be the refult of

the fortuitous concourle of fome humours

which have been altered and difplaced. I

call this abfurd, for it is ridiculous to the

laft degree to imagine that chance acts, or

to affirm that ſhe acts with any deſign , re-

gularity, or precaution . The fame all wife

providence



160 The ART ofANGLING; &c.

providence that engages our admiration in

the ftructure of a human body, is equally

confpicuous in the formation of an infect:

and putrefaction is no more the parent of

infects than of larger animals, or of man

'him'elf.

THUS have I now given my

reader a full account of all the baits,

natural as well as artificial , and have

laid down the beſt and plaineft directions

I am able, when, and in what manner

to use them, fo as to conduce moft to

his diverfion ; and fhall now take my

leave of him in the celebrated words of

the poet ;

Si quid novifti rectius iftis,

Candidus imperti; fi non, bis utere mecum.

FINI S.
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