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GENERAL -

RuLes and CAuTIONS.

I. " 7 HEN you have hooked a fith, never fufer

him to run out with the line; but keep

your rod bent, and as.near perpendicular as yoa cang

by this method the top plies to every pull-he makes,

and you prevent the flraining of your line.  For the
fame reafon,

I1. Never raife a large filh out. qf.the water by

" taking the hair ¢o which the book is faftcned, or indeed

any part of tbé.line istc your hand ; but either put a
landing net ander. ki, or far vant of that your bat :
you_may indeed it fiy £4hiug, 1y hold of your line
to draw a fith to you,;.but this- maft be done witk
caution. Dosnte s

IIL. Your fi'k; for whipping hooks and other fine
work, muft be very fmall; ufe it double, and wax it

-{and indeed every other fort ef binding) with fhoe-

maker’s wax ; if your wax istoo fliff, temper it with

“tallow.

“ IV. Inclofe the knots and joints of yo‘ur lineina
litcle pill of wax, prefled very clofe, and the fuper-
fluities pinched off ; this will foon harden, and pre-

‘vent the knots from drawing. :

V. If for ftrong fithing you ufe the grafs, which,
when you can get it fine, is to be preferred to gut,
remember to foak it always an hour in water before
you ufeit: this will make it tough and prevent its
Kkinking,

a2z VI.

1
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RULES anp CAUTIONS. iv

VI. Whenever you begin to fith, wet the ends of the
joints of your rod; which, as it makes them {well,

.will prevent their loofening. And,

JVII. If yoa bappen with rain or otherwife to wet
your rod, {0 that you cannot pull the joints afunder,
turn the ferrel round a few times in the flame of a
candle, and they will eafily feparate. .

VIII. Before you fix the loop of briftle to yoar
hook in order to make a fly ; to preventits drawing
befare to finge the ends of jt; do the fame by the

‘bair to which at any time you whip a hook.

I1X. Make flies in warm weather only; for in
cold your waxed filk will sotdraw. .

X. In rainy weather, orwhen the feafon for fith-
ing is over repair whatever damage your tackle has
fuftained. ,

XI. Never sogard what bunglers and flovens tell
you, but belipve thay néartef m ypariackle, and a
nice and curiddc’ hand in allyour-wiokk: are abfolute-

- 1y neceffary A T T

XII. Never fiihit agy. watgr that is not commen

without @rft dbtdining leave. of the owners, which
is feldom denicd (3ithole sho defegve it.
. Laftly. Remember that “thie Wit'and invention of
man were given for greater purpofes than to enfnare
filly fih : and that, how delightful foever Angling
may appear, it ceafes to be innocent when ufed other-
wife than as mere recreation.
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COMPLEAT FLY-F ISHER
- ﬁi{’fﬂ’NGLING ha.s always bccn
x AN def%trVedly reckoned one of the
moft “innocent and delightful
WERS recreations of the fportfmagn it
gives the mind a very agreeable and amu-
fing entertainment, and at the fame time
contributes nota little to the health and
vigour of ‘the body, by the moderate and
gentle exercife it requires, as well as by
the wholfome and refrefhing air that plays
upon the water. The defign of the fol-
lowing fheets, is to contribute what I can
towards the improvement and pcrfc&xonhof
B " this
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2" The ART. of ANGaING}

this excellent Art, particujarly of that de-
lightful branch of ir,” Fly-fifhing; wherein
the reader may be affured; that the direc-
tions he will meet with are not the trite
and common ones frequently taken upon
truft from others, @and;generally found
unfuccefsful upon trial: but they will be,
for the moft part, new ahd_yncommon,
founded upon reprated obfervations of my
8wn, and confirmed by many years prac-
tice and experience in the Art.

Tue manner inwhich I intend to treat
this fubje&t will be this, After mentiening
the, rivers (at leaft the chiefeft of them)
which are the fcenes of the Angler’s diver-
fion, to defcribe the different kinds of fith
their inhabitants : their feveral natyres and
qualities: their haunts, and places of feed-
ing and retjrement: the various kinds of
foods and baits adapted to each particular
kind of fifh, together with the moft pro-
per times and feafons of. ufing them : and
more efpecially the great diverfity of flies
which nature produces for them, in a won-

~ derful, yet regular fucceflion : with direc-

tions for making the artificial fly, and a par-
ticular accoun’ of the neceffary matenals,
as teathers, furrs, &c. requitite to make
every fort of fly in fuch mancer as to have
the neareft refemblance to the natural. -




And Compleat FLY-FISHER. 3

Tue Number of our Rivers in England
are by fome reckoned to be three hundred
and twenty-five, moft of the principal of
which are as follow; ' S

: - ' S |
Thames. Dove. ~ Nyd.  Tine, = .
Severn.  Dun. Oufe. = Tep. -~
Trent. Dart. Orwell, ~ Temé.
Humber. Eden.  Onmy. - Thryns
Medway. Eamon. - Parvet.” Tees.
Tweed.  Eavenlode. Plim. Ver.
Wye. Ex. . Pettere. Upp.
dvon..  Frome. Rotber. Ware.
Are. Ifis. Reck.  Wever.
Arun. Itchen.  Rbea. - Weland.
Blithe.  Iddie. Roden.  Wenfbeck.
Breton.  Kenmmet,  Ribble.  Wey. '
Calder.  Lea. Rumney. Waveney,
Cherwell. Line. Stour.  Witbam.
Churner. Lavant. Swift.  Windrafb.
Chelmer.  Lon. Stroud. Wafh. .
Coln. Lowtker. Sow. Willey,
Clun. Laug. Sherburn. Warf.
Crouch. Merfey. Swall. - Youre.
Dee.  Monnow. Salwarp. Yare.
Derwent. Nen. Tame. ’
Deben.  Nadder. Tamer.

-

B2 . THAMES,




4 The ArT of ANGLING

. THAMES, tbe chief river of the
ifland,  is compofed of two rivers, Tame
and ifis; the former rifing in: Bucking-
hamfhire, the other about. iwo miles wefk
of Cirencefter, in Gloucefterfhire ; and
uniting their ftreams’ with their names near
Dorchefter, in Oxfordfhire, make a fine
beautiful river; from thence is called
by the above fingle name of Thames;
which.flawing and journeying on through
the feveral counties of Berks, Buckingham,
Middlefex, Surry, Effex, and Kent, joins
the Medway in the very mouth of the Bri-
tith Ocean. - '

.SEV ER N is alfo a large and beau-
tiful rives, which, for the length of its
navigation, may rival or even exceed the
former, It has its rife in Plinlimmon-hill,
in Montgomeryfhire, and is capable of car.
rying large boats and barges in the fame
county. It wathes in its courfe the walls
of Shrewfbury, Worcefter, and Gloucef-
ter, and feveral other places of lefs dif-
tintion, and at laft difembogues itfelf inte
the Briftol Channel about feven miles

*below that city. .

TRENT,
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And Compleat FLY-PISHER. g

TRENT, fo called from its produ-
cing thirty kinds of fifh, or from its re-
ception of thirty lefler rivers, hasits foun-
tain in Staffordfhire, and-flowing through
the feveral counties of Nottingham, Lin-
coin, Leicefter, and York, augmenteth
the turbulent river Humber, the moft-vio-
1ent current of all the ifland. =

HUMBER isnot properly a diftinét
river, as not having a fpring-head of its
own, bat is rather the mouth or receptacle
of divers ather rivers, efpecially the Der-
went, Oufe, and Trent, :here confluent
-and meeting together.

MEDWAY is a Kentifh river, re-
.markable for harbouring the royal navy.

T W E E D is a river on the north-eaft
‘bounds of England, dividing it from
‘Scotland 5 - on ‘whofe banks ftands ‘the
frong and memorable town of Berwick. -
oo E LR b T o
i WYR'is a large and pledfant river,
which runs with a windipg courfe through

the counties of Brecknock, Hereford,
Monmouth, and Gloucefter, and at laft

falls into the Briftol Channel, Thereis -

B3 - anothes



6  The ART of ANGLING;

another river of the fame name in Dorfet-
fhire, (though differeutly fpelt) upon the
mouth of which ftands the town of Wey- .
mouth, fo called from its fituation. It is
not-unufual to have feveral rivers called by
the fame name, fometimes three or four ;
as is remarkablein the nafmes Avon, Stour;
Qufe, and fome others, of which there
are feveral fo called in different parts of
England. '

. THERE-may poflibly be fome rivers o~
mitted in the preceding catalogue as confi-
derable as many of thofe there fet down.
There are alfo innumerable brooks.and ri-
vulets (too many to be particularly taken
notiecof) thatafford the fportfman as much
diver-fion as many of the larger rivers,
By this means England enjoys the advan-
tage of being better watered than moft
parts of the world; which greatly adds to
the fertility of its foil, -the beauty of the -
country, and by the great plenty and va-
riety of fifh here produced, to the delight
.and convenience of mankind. Thefe [ fhall
in the next place proceed to defcribe.

Tue
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- Tue Names of our Frefh-water Fifh,
v . are,. :

Salmon. . . Flounder. - Eel. .
Sualmon- Pinks, Barbel. Minnow, or - -
: 2or.  :Chub,or Bote - Pink.
Lafpt-Springs.  ling. = Loach. - -
Pike, or Luce. Roach. Bullbead. - -

Trous. . Dace. . Stickle-back,or
Grayling. Gudgean v o Fack-fbarp.
Pearch, : Ruffii. .. . Skads i .o
Tench. Bleak. .!i - Lanprey. : -
Carp: i1 Lhdrr, . 3:;.1Ldmm i

.Bream. r%: 5. Guiniadh, Grawﬂb

SOTISIP RS PRPIR TP

B mm«mwp; m»:m'm

fral o ua e

Fuf/l o pbe SALMON 5 2he: Spa«zmq-
mg &?zme, md Seg/'om Sfor Beed.

“HE .Salmon_ xs,ac_coumed. thc,\kmg

of all frefh-water fith, and always
breeds in rivers: that have an immediate
communication to, the feas; yet fo high or
diftant from it as not to admit any falt or
brackith-tinctare. -Hé is a fith ‘'of ptey,
Aas his teeth in bis mouth, as ather fillh of
prey have : when in feafon, ‘he iy adorned

B 4 with
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e ITTTEETITTT

with a row of. fmall, round, black fpots,
along the middle of his fides from head to
tail. The Salmons are of feveral forts,
and different appellations : but, foranice
tafte, the Thames Salmon are reckoned to
exceed thafe of any other river. In the
river Severn the fpawning time is in the
month of May. The Severn Saimon are
likewife excellent in their kind, and are firft
in feafon of any river I know of in Eng-
land; which is from February to the lat-
terend of April. . .

It.is faid that they:dig a private hole
in the gravel, and there leave their eggs,
which early in the following fpring become
Laft-Springs, or Salmon-Smelts. After
they have fpawded, both melter and
fpawn;; haften to the Eabbqugz:int,er:
but it any are fop -by - fload-gates,
wargs, or - miHs.;mP‘kfo. co{aﬁmﬂ it?the
freth-water, they become lean, confume,
and dic within a-year or two at moft.”

Dokl
' His Haumts.,' "
. TN .she Spring he returns from fea into
the frefh rivers, .where he fattens 3 the fea

adding: greatly to his growth and goocé'-
i S nets,




And Compleat FLY-FISHER. °g

“nefs. The Salmon delights to prey and -

~ “fport in’ fwife violent ftreams and large
- rivets efpeciallyin fuch waters that have

=T s S TR R s VD

bly, gravelly, and, fometimes, weedy

-bottoms : is ever reftlefs, coveting to get

near the {pring head ; when off prey and
fport, he fwims in “the deep broad parts,

-and, generally, in the middle of the river,

near the ground.
" Of bis Feeding Time and Baits.
THE Salmon is to be taken with the

trout’s baits. They commonly Jie in the
middle -of a_rough, ‘and upper part of a

‘gentle ftream, when on prey.. Their beft

eeding time is from fix to nine in the
forenoon, and from three in the afternoon
till fun-fetting, in a clear water, when the
wind blows moderately againft the ftream.
The only ‘months for him are, from the
beginning of March to the end of Auguft.
Heé is to be fithed for with the fmall Laft-
fpring, fly, or werm bait; but the firft is
the beft: you muft trole for him in the
fame manner you do for pike, which is
particularly defcribed in the following
fheets.  When ftruck, he begins to leap
o B s and
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-and plunge, but runs not to the end of
. the line, as the trout will. Some ufe a
ring, on, the tap of the rod, through-which
the line may run toits extremity; though
‘a wheel abaut the middle of the red, or
nearer the hand, is more convenient.

CPTOCO TP 0K

Obfervations and Remarks on the little

SALMoNs, called SAMLETS, SAL-

~ MoN-PiNKs, or SHEDDERS : and

“alfo on the LAsT-SPRINGS, and
. - GRAVEL-LAsT-SPRINGS.

T HESE fmall Salmons being found
" in our rivers of feveral fizes, and
going under different names in feveral
places, may be a reafon why fome have
thought that the above fmall fry of the
Salmon are different fpecies or forts of
filh: but I conceive them to be all one
and the fame fpecies, only they grow not
ta compleat Salmons, or full proportion,
under two years and a half: and the rea-
fon for my opinion is, becaufe I could ne-
ver find any fpawn in any of th(ifcﬁ‘ of
o : C leffer
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1 :
leffer fize before they came to be Salmon;
-which moft certainly they would have had
if ‘of a different fpeciess” - ... .
- THg Laft-Springs, Shedders,. or Gra-
vel-La{t»Sptings, (fo-called in fome coun-
tries) are but: one ‘fort ‘or {pecies of fith.
They are very plentiful in the rivers Se-
vern, Wye, and Dee; from:the latter end
of -March to, the :latter end of November,
and are much like the Salmon-fry ; only
the Salmon-fry return-tothe fea in. March
and April, whereas the Shedders and Laft:
Springs never. leave the frefh-water. :
- . Tue lictle Gravel-Laf-Spring is a {pe:
cjes of itfelf, which inthe rivers Wye and
Severn fpawn.in the latter end of Auguft
apd Seprember, -and at that.time thofg ri-
. vers abound with them : there are fome of
them at all times of .the year, bat at the
latter end of Auguft ] have caught:ten or
' twelve dozen of them in an afternoon. 1
had the ¢uriofity of apening fome of them,
. and foynd them to be full of male fpawn
i near fhedding, but never:Could perceive
any female fpawn; therefore am certain
this muft be a fpecies of itfelf, as having
fpawn, but cannot account for this fith
baving np female fpawn which may be
| difcerned.

Many

!
b
&
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. Manvhave been of opinion thatthey are
the fpawniof the fick Salmon, whieh eannot
get out of the frefh rivers to fea; and being
the offspring of a weak feed or generation,
is: the reafon.of their diminutive fize, and
incapacity of breeding again: but I take
this to be an error, becaufe the Salmon
ever fpawn when.in perfect health only, be-
fore their time of goingto feay and fpawn
no:more till their-return to.the frefh-water;
fon uniefs they rieturn. to. fea, - thereby to be
purged and cleanfed by the falt-water, they
pine away. and.die ia their imprifonment,
either by exceffive cold in frefh-water, or
for. wantof purgation, orboth. Now the
purging of the falt-water may as well be a
reafon why Salmon grow fo faft, as the
want thereof, the caufe why they pine-away
and die fo foon, when confined to freth-wa-
ters; for Salmon being fith of prey, and
great feeders, nature directs them to falt-
water, as phyfick, to purge and cleanfe
them,. notonly from their.impurities after
fpawning, but from all theitr muddy and
grofs humours, acquired by their exceffive
feeding all the fummer in frefh rivers, and
hardens their fat and fleth, which makes
them. not. only grow the fafter, -but alfo
) --become

e e o

. e e b .
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become the more whalefome food; favoury
gndg\!mﬁlljto’m t nd S

Of the Prxe, or Lvce. -
‘ TH’E,Pikc'is of a long and foundifh
" & body, has a plain fmooth head, is

tovered with ‘fmall fcales of 'a whitifh co-
lour, and the body fprinkled with yellowifh

" . {pots; the young ones are more green

the upper and lower jaws are full of teeth,
and three rows of teeth upon the tongue,
He's the tyrant of freth-water fith, and rec-
koned a longer liver than any other fith, ex-
ceptacarp. Heisverychargeable to hisow-
ners, his chief fubfiftence being upon ether
fith, even thofe of his own fpecies. He will
bite atadog or ahy other creature he fees in
the water, of which many inftances might
be given : a very particular one I fhall re-
late, as follows: '

My father caught a Pike in Barn-mere,
(a large ftanding water in Chefhire) was an,
- Ell fong, and weighed thirty-five pounds,
which he brought to-the lotd Ch'o}moln'd-

G . ey:
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ley. His lordthip ordered it to be turned
into a canal in the garden, wherein were
abundance of feveral forts of fith: about
twelve months after his lordfhip drawed
- the canal, "and found that this overgrown
Pike had devoured all the fifh, except one
large carp, which weighed between nine and
ten pounds, and -that was bitten in feveral
places.” The Pike was then put into the ca-
nal again, together with abundance of fith
for him to feed upon, all which he devour-
ed in lefs than a year’s time, and was ob-
ferved by the gardener and other workmen
there to take the ducks and other water-
fowl under water; whereupon they fhot
magpies and crows, and threw them into
the canal,. which the pike took before their
eéyes. Of this they acquainted their lord,
who thereupon ordered the flaughter-man
to throw calves bellies, chickens guts, and
fuch like garbage tor him to prey upon,
but being foon'after neglected, he died, as
fuppofed, for want of food. .

- It is the general opinion that no other
fith will affocidte themfelves with this wa-
ter-tyraat, for he always {fwimsalone, and
1s the moft bold w.nd daring of all our frefh-
water fith, knowing no other pleafure, as
we conjeure, than prey or reft. - ’




————
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Of tbe Spawnmg T tme. |

HE fpawns but_opce a year. whxch is
ufually aboutthe end of. February: or begin-
ning of March, at which time they go gut
of the river into fome ditch or creek, and

-all the while the{pawner is cafting her eggs

the milterhoversover ber but never touches

‘her. The beft of thefe fith are thofe that

.breed in rivers, and the female much .pre-
ferable to.the male. . Their chief-feafon is
from May till Candlemass his feeding is
generally upon fi(h or frogs, there beinga
great aptipathy between him and them :
1omcumes£ he feeds upon pickeell- weed.

MWWWW

There are Four Ways of taking
@ Pike. '

_THE frft is with a ledge-bait, which
is a bait fixed o a-certain place. Itis beft to
have your ledge’s-bait living, whetherit bea
filh or a frog; .and to keep them alive the
longer, obferve this methed. 1f it be a fifh,
as a roach or dace, which I think are moﬂ
tempting, (though a pearch Jives-the long-
eﬂ: upon the hopk) having cut off the fin

on
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on the back, which may-be done without
hurting, make fuch. incifion, between the

head and the fin as yod may put the arm-
.ing ‘witeof 'your hook into it, taking care
10 hurt the fith as:little as may be; then
-carrying the wire along his back, into or
mear--his ‘tail, between the fkin and the
body, draw it out at another incifion near
the tail 3’ thes tie: him about with thread,
but no harder than juft to hold him to the
wire, fo avoid hurting the fith. : Some ufe
a probe to open- the paffage, for the more
eafy entrance of the wire; but without fo
much trouble a little experience will make
you perfect in this matter.” When your
bait is'a frog, it.may. be either:a land or a
water-frog : chufe the yelloweft you can
get, for that the Pike likes beft, and be-
tween the months of May and Auguft they
are the moft beautiful. To preferve them
long alive, manage them thus: put your
hook in at his mouth and out at his gills ;-
then with a fine needle and filk few the
upper part of his leg, with one ftitch only
to the arming wire ; or, if you tie his leg
faft above tge upper joint, it will do as
well. Having thus prepared your ledge’s-
bait either with.a fith or a frog, faften your
hook :ta a line, which muft be twelve
- or
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or fourteen yards at leaft in length ; thea
fix theline to fome bough or other reft
next to the water, near to the hole where
you guefs the Pike tobg, then wiad up your
line.an a forked ttick, with a netch in. one
end to keep yous line fixed to the length
you intend, that when the Pike comes he
may the more eaflily run off with the re-
maining past of the line to his hold, and
fwallow the bait. o ‘

The Second Way of Taking a

- PixkE,

IS what. we: call taking them at fnap.
Forthis purpofe your rod mauft -be at leaft
twélve feet in. length, very: ftrong and ta-
per, but not too hoavy, wath a fubftantial
dogp auv the end - to. put your- line into,
which muft be as:long, within a foot, as
your rod. When you bait for the fnap yon
muft make: a hole in the fifh’s ide you
intead: fornthe 'bait, as near the:middle :ag
you carl,"withi ‘the .end.. of -your hook. or
‘probe 3 put in your armed: wire, ahd draw
it out. of the fith’s mouth; then fow up
his mouth. When. you fith . thus for: the
Pike, before you firike let him rua aliedc&
L an
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and then ftrike contrary to the way he
takes. It is beft to ufe a double (pring-
hook in this fort of fithing, being much
preferable to any -other, and never fails:
This manner of angling is only proper te
be pratieed in March, for then the Pike
isfick, and bites thy. - © -

Y PPN
The Third Way of Taking a
: .. PlKE) R

1S by fnaring, or haltering: -and the
chief time of the year forthis istrem March
to July, and in the hotteft part of the day,
when the fith appear, 4s they all do, on the
top.of the water. When you-have fpied a
-Pike,- fix.your. eye ftedfaftly .upon him
‘without lookingyoff, - which will-make him
the quicter; and-have your fnare with you
ready fixed, after th[is ;amca : Take a ftrait
taper pole, that is ftiff and ftrong enough,
but ngto too heavy,. off about fgur yﬂs
in length::: faften to the lefler'end:a fmall
piece of - hard swifted - whip:cord, - about
-ayard long,: mbre ot lefs according 46 the
‘depth of the water, and to théxend faften a
-well nealed brafs wire, made into a.noofe or
foare, like a haresgin), or:let .itbe.atll oc{
A neale
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‘nealed wire,” with no cord :: then, having

- opened the noofe wide enough to flip over

his head without. touching him, let it

- dqwn with: your pole”into the water, eyen

~

in depth with the Pike, two or three yards
-befoge him, and guide it very gently to-
.wards his head, fixing your-eyes full upon
him, till you have put the inare over his
head and gill-fins, but no further: then

~ immediately with a ftrong jerk upright,
~ hoift himinftantly to land. - . Keeping your

eye as much_ as you: can. upon the Pike,
.will cavfe him-to look upon you the more

. and mind the fnare lefs.. Befure your pole

be not brittle or rotten. o
In the fame manner you may halter other

| fith; as carp, eels, trout and tench.

| ERERREEKERREENAKE,
Tbe Fourth Way of Taking a
’ PikE,

IS by trolling, and-very pleafant : the
-1ines and other tackle for this purpofe are
‘now fo accurately and exaétly made, and
:fo commonly fold, that I need not trouble

you with a'defcription of them. .. It is-beft
angling after this manner in a clear water
and efpecially in a windy day.. Some p;g—
a7t : ' cr
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fer a fingle before a double pike hook, and
"bait witha minnow as well to catch pearch
as Pike by trolling. When you are com-
pleatly firted up with all materisls, and
your hook is baited,: caft your fith bait up
and'down in fuchplaces as you know the
‘Pike frequents, letting him fink a confider-
-able depth before you offer to pull him up
‘again. ~“When the Pike comes, if it be not
funk too deep, you may fee the water
umove, at leaft you may feel him: then
flack your line, and give him length enough
‘to run to his hold ; whether he will imme-
‘'diatiy make, and there paunch and fwallow
the bait. Thus let him lietill you fee the
‘line move; when you may certainly con-
clude he has fwallowed the bait;"and is
'ra:‘%ingv about for more: then with your
trole wind- up the line: till you think it is
almoft firait, and with a nimble jerk hook
him, and bring him pleafantly to land.

-~ Tue Pike loves aftill, fhady, unfre.
-quentegt water, with afandy,” chalky, or |
clay bottom; ' Histefk: biting time is early |
‘in the:morning; ér late in the'evening, ina
‘clear:water and gentle gales: he takes all J
{orts of baits, except flies, but. the moft
principal are, - large ‘gudgreons, {mall '
i roaches

N

e ———
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suaches and dace, lurge minnows, bull~
heads, bleaks (m Juiy), f{; ung frogs,. or

fal mon’fineis - i bacon i ‘wine
ter months: a young trout, jack, .or
pearch-are alfo good. . “Take care that all
your fifh:baits . are frefhr and <fweec whco

‘youufethem. S
-Bfei '&Hﬁ&&aﬁ%@fcs‘!% Hﬁi&s’ﬂ
Voo Oj. tbngg",o”‘.T’» A.;u.‘.;v 1;

T HE Trout is a fith highly valued in

this .and foreign nationsy he feeds

clear and purely, and in the fwifteft
ftreams; and may claim a preference to

all frefh-water fith. The (hapeof it is ras

ther long than broad, like the falmon: it

has a fhort roundifh head, a blunt faout,

and in many refpe(ts refembles the falmon ;

~ his mouth is alfo filled with teeth as the fal-

mon’s. is.

THe beft trouts are citherred or yel-
low, though iome are white, and yet good,
but thefe are rarely found. The female
has a leflerhead, deeper body, and is ufu-
ally better meat than the male. It is

obferved
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obferved that a hog-back and a little. head
to any fort of fifh, either trout, falmon,
or other forts, is a fign that.fuch fith are in
feafon. .

THeRE are feveral forts of Trouts, tho’
they -all go under that general name,
which differ in their bignefs, fhape, and
colour ; and in fome rivers they are fooner
in feafon than ethers ; and in {cme longer
befure they go out of feafen. There is a
fort of {mall trout which will never come
to any bignefs, but breeds much more
than thofe of a larger fize. - -

FITIITITITTTIE I
The Spawrﬁn‘g. Time.

. THE Trout, alitsle before they fpawn,
make up the river to the fpring-head, and
to admiration will get through mill, wares,
and flood-gates, and up fuch high and fwift
currents and places as is almoft incredible;
and fpawn in October or November, (but
in fome rivers a little fooner or later, like
the falmon ; contrary to the natural courfe
of moft other fithes, which fpawn in
warmer weather.

AfTER Trouts have f{pawned, they
wafte, look big-headed, are fick, lean,
. . become
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become infipid, are loufy and unwholfome,
till fpring comes to reftore them to their
priftine health ; except fome of the females
who are barren, and continue good all
the winter: and fuch aré¢-to be found in
divers of -our rivers; as in Arrow, in
Herefordfhire : and alfo in the river Teme
that arifes in Radnorfhire : and in Chun-.
water, in Shropfhire. In this refpect they.
may be compared to the barren does, ‘that
come in feafon about the middle of No-
vember, and go -out' the beginning of

s

February. .

SPPPIEPH
. His Haunts.

I N February, when the weather be-
comes warmer, Trouts leave their winter-
quarters in'the deeps, to {cour, cleanfe, and
recreate themfelves in fhallower waters and
ftreams, and to prepare themfelves for their
fummer delights; and as they gather
ftrength advance fill higher up the river,
till they become fettled in their fummer ha-
bitations ; many of them getting as high
as they can towards the {pring-head of ri-
vers, as in the preceding fection. In
their travels they fettle for the moft part
S in

e
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in whirl-pools, and holes inte which fwift
ftreams, fharps, and fhallows fall: and
wing ftrong, - féed 4in the largeft and
ifteft currents, efpecially in'the fides and
deepeft parts of them; near o their holds.
If: they - be large fith they commonly lie
under hollow ‘banks, weorn- fo* by the
ftreams bearing upon them; --under reots
of trees, boughs,-and-buthes; and behind
great ‘ftones, ‘blocks, “and banks- that jet
forth into the: watér, on ‘which ‘ftreams
preffing hard, caafe an eddy or whirling
back of the water; and they alfo delight
themfelvesin all fuch places that are fhaded
with any bufh, or covered over with froth,
bank, or other thing; conftantly waiting
and watching for the ftream to bring fome-
thing down'to feed upon, or for fome fmall
fith which they often make their prey.
Sometimes they take up their ftation
" under bridges; and between two ftreams
that run from under double arches of
bridges, in the returnsofthe fireams, where
the ‘water feems to boil and roll up and
down. ‘In deep ftill waters, they chiefly
lurk under hollow sbanks -and roots of
trees 3 and for want of fuch hiding places,
abfcond under feggs or weeds, the better
vo furprife. their prey, 'efpecially inthe be<
o ginning
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 gning- of the’ year, before they become

glﬂgn bug st the lastes end of the year,

when declining ia ireagth, they lie in che
taila-of fireamss apd:when in. their. vagy
prime; o mill hoads ondams, and at the
upper; ead-of mill-paols, under planks and
timber, aed in other dgep!fwifs: fireams, as
lodks, flood-gacesy gnd.-wares. Thus by
knewing, their moft frequegted haunts; the
angler may bey in- the nexe. place, «mare
eafily directed in the various ways of fpert-
ing for them. ’

g ety

Xt X A8 TRt 1eh 4ot Rebet g

The beff Months for Angling
for TrouTs, '

T HE beft four months of angling for

T routs are, March, April, May, and June.

You may begin in February if the weather
be open and mild; but the chiefeft months .
are thofe four firft mentioned. In March
and Apuilit is beft angling for Trouts with
a worm in the forenoon,: and with a fly or
mianow all the reft of the day: butin the
month of May, you muft ufe the minnow

or codbait in the forenoon, till the flies

come down. In March, if the weather be

c het,
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hot, ftill, and bright, arid the water clear,

- angle for them in the fwifteft ftreams, and
* fnoft ftrong part of the tiver with minnow

‘or'worm only; and in the deeps, mornings
“and evenings, Very early and very late;
: that is, if the weather proves very clear
- and bright. In my:opinien the Trout is

beft in Seafon about the beginning of May;
“before ‘he has filled and gorged himfelf
* with the May-fly, for that fly makes the
- belly thin, and the flefh flabby.

-

Of the GRAYLING, - bis Seafon and
Shape.

" YO ME are of opinion that the Umber
( b and Grayling differ only as the her-
* ring.and pilchard do : but I think they are
* both the fame fifh, only different counties
- give them feparate names. He feeds like

a trout, but he is of another fhape ;- for he
" is hog-back’d, and his fins ftanding upon

his back like thofe of a pearch, his mouth
_ andbelly touch the ground together, which
* makes e believe h’s feeds moft at-bottem.
© . As
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As to his fize he pever exceeds twcbty four

inches in length; is good and palatableall .

. the year, but the principal Seafon is from
- September till Chriftmas; at which time
e ig black aboug his head and gills, and
" down the back; his belly is of a dark grey
" dappled colour, with beautiful black Fr
“on his fides; is of a delicate fhape, his
" fleth white and firm ; his teeth ow round
his upper jaw, as ﬁnc as apy file, and his
" mouth is fo tender on each ﬁdc, that he
often breaks the hold when taken; there-

fore it is beft angluw for lnm wuh a fine
hook. -

AR . -

N

His Spawnmg sze. .

- E’, {pawns aboq; the latter cnd of
- March and’ beginning of . April, at ‘which
time_he lies in £harp ftreams and brows,
and is very apt to rife at the artificial fly;
 but you feldom take a fpawner.: the milter
wxll. at that time,- take a worm frecly.

* *"*”““*’*’*‘*
' - His Haunts. .

) HI S Haunts are the fame as thofe of
~ the trout,: and beis ufually takea w;th the
) i C2 " fame
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‘fame baits, and-after the fame mannet, He
. will take a fly, worm, or maggot, but the

laf} moft freely, -bur is. véty garefome at
- thé fly or' worm’; being mach fimpler, and
* theretore boldér than a trout s, He'will rife
“two or threé times aca fly! if you mifs him,
" He lurks clofe alf the wintet, but about the
latter énd of April, fwinis very nimbly in
" the middle of the ftream, is then extremely
“a&ivé and brifk, but dead hearted and
* cowardly after he is hooked. " :

AN *': ol i I i ..“#;“*
HO‘W'“@."W'W'GR:AYLING.

.HE feeds upon codbait and ftonebait,

" ard 31l other ﬁtgc ittfects that gather hufks
* to preferve them fron the coldnefs of the
- water, which are compofed of gravel and
* fand': for theGrayling plows and rouss up
~the ‘gravel’ to” feek his“Food' as natural as
the §0g§ ‘plow for-theirs, -1 have often feen
half a dozen Graylings at a time routing
the gravel up, and catching at every thing
that was like food.” When you fifth for

- him. within water let your. bait or fhot
* drag upon the ground, for hk will rather
" ke iv fronr the .bortom than afiehnd;
T ’ . cre-
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therefore, .when you angie particularly for
him; ufe a rork-float rather than a running
line.” Irdeed 1 “cannot but think a trout
much inferlor to the Grayling for angling

er eating, S
- I am” informed ' that the great river
Humber,  which runs through ‘part . of
Yorkihire,. produces more of this fott
of - fith ‘than any other river in England 3
and therefore, what we in moft  other
parts of the kingdom call Grayling, they
there (by a refemblance of the name with
that:of thé river) call the Golden-umber:
which epithét.they.-give him betante he
feeds on thofe ftony and gravelly infeéts
that gather up the duft, which'is very fine,
which duft, when. mixed.with the fyme in
the ih's belly,, thines ike gold. . -

ERAEIXELIHGE

i

Hraddy
OF the PeAxcn, Wis Bpowoning Thse,

PPV E Pearch joa very good apd;beld
L - biting fith; is ope qf:tha ffhes of
prey, atrying his teath in bis pioush, which
j9::vely. Jatge . he ds 'very ravenous And B
“tits Cz ’ grear
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back, and armed with fharp prickles : his
{kin is covered over with thick, dry, hard,
fcales, having two fins at his back. The
Sea-pearch has but one fin on his back, and
is elteemed a much better filh. He fpawns
in May. . As to his fhape, he’s decp bo-
died, about fourteen inches in length, of-
tener lefs, though there have been feen of
them two feet long,l T
L B Rt T P Te e v

- With what Baits, and bow to

" take the PEARCH.

“THERE are feveral baits’which witl
take him, but he bites as freely at the three
following as at any or all other whatever;
that is, the worm, minnow, or little frog :
and of il worms| take the dunghill-worm,
called the red-worm, to be the beft, when
well fcouted.in mofs or fennel, i, |

IF you rove for a Pearch with a minnow,
let it be alive, and ftick your hock in its
ack fin, or uppet tip, ‘and let him {wim
“up and'down’in midwater, or a little lower,
-with a cork, which ought net to be very
-fmall, and you muft be fure to lead y;mr
. .:. ine

e . A -
great devourer of his brethren ; has a hog-
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line within nine inches or a footof the hook,,
for that will keep the bait under water, elfe;
he will come to the top when tired. This
is as good a bait for the trout as any.
WHEN you fith with a frog, you muft
put the hook through the fkin of his back,
for then he will fwim without interruption.
WHEN ecither trout or Pearch bite, be-
fure you give him line enough, that he
may gorge the bait; or elfe the hook, be-
ing covered with the bait, will flip out of
‘his mouth. This way of fithing for Pearch
is beft in the months of May and June, for
then they are roving about for the fpawn of
roach and dace.
" THe befl way of gathenno thefe fith to-
gether is to take half a dozen claz -balls,
about the fize of a penny leaf, of the fliff-
eft fafteft clay that can be had, and make
them round and full of holcs but-y
fhould firft have ready a large quantity. ?}
" lob-worms ; then put one end of every
worm into each hole, and clofe the clay
faft upon them. Thus having filled and
&uﬁ'cs all the balls, take them to the pool,
pond. or river, where you intend to anglc s
throw two or three balls in a place, at about
a yard’s diftance from each other: thefe
worms in the balls being alive, twift and
C 4 ‘ twine
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in:pond or river, bait the place firft with
the fame balls directed for the:pearch:or
carp; and be fure, if you have maggots,

.-throw in a few at the taking ‘of every: fith, .

for tharwill keep them together; The fize
of your hook mutft be from humber fix to
number three, whipped on 2 firong fea-

: grafs-pr filk-worm.gut : two or.three fhots
at the line for pond-fithing will be enough,
with a fwan or goofe-quill Aoat. The fame
fifhing-tackle will ferve for carp, pearch,
and, Tench. : =

"His ftriking time, or hours of motion,

;. aferabout &ight, twelve,-and four, night or
.-daf, linthethree hot\months. I you can
~rviade ;the-pit. or:: pond  where ; sarp-and
.¢Fench e, yeal miay: ftit the mud ‘with
your feet'or with!any:inftrument till you
imake the water very muddy ; which will
throw every fith up to the top of the water,
and make-them put their nofes out of the
watet for #it, (this "I have experienced in
-XChefitire} and!themryou may talee 6ut what
c'fize you pjeafes but this-muft be done-in
very, hot nvesthes, ~ The muddy water
'."mgc's' thont very fick for the prefent, but
-in Kalf anhour’s time, they will recover,
-snd retire. $¢: the bottom againi -+ - -
R A PR S

.
I






Pr
uALR
C
H




Aod Complar FLY-FISBER. - 33

"gure bathhimfelf anid othevsy and yet Joves

~ o torfead jn. very: ful  witer, ahd . nmongﬂ:

R

.~-weeds, It ds.a:general ‘acceptation that
-when-any ether Al receives wound oxhuire,
_‘he-will fearch for-thé Tench, and endéa-
vour:to rub himfelf agmnﬁ him ; which
-proves a certain cure, by virtue of the bal-

« fam or. ﬂunewthat gs tm\mlly upea the
Tench

immﬂm
. The Spawning ¢ Time, azzd‘ Seaﬁiz.

JH E begins to: fpwn in Jume, and in
- fome ponds fiot till1chie astercend of July,
-and fives fome time putof: waver'; and-is
;i beft lin: feafon fromy the latter.end oT :Sep,
oamber xo-the laster- md:of sz

~H: thmg fzm‘ aml' Bazt:. .

.'t

! HE u&dl bite acvawdell fcoureﬂ -tiedl<

nveraly 1A Smagpas, ;iai young. grib
1boifed,.or a4 greeh woran from thexg'm
- of the troes. I reckon thefe four': the’ balt
. forts of baitsithat are.. His: biting feafon is
from the beginning.of JAptibtc the: latwer
* end of May, Wh(e:ther you anglc for him
5 in
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in-pond or river, bait the. place firft with
the fame balls directed :for the:pearch or |
carp; and be fure, if you have m
."throw in a few at the taking ‘of ‘every. fith,
- for thavwill keep them together: The fize
of your hook muft be from number fix to
mumber three, whipped on. 2 ftrong fea-
- grafs pr filk- worm gut: two ‘or:three fhots
at the line for pond-fithing will be énough,
with a fwan or goofe-quill float. The fame
fifhing-tackle will ferve for carp, pearch,
and. Tench. . . - A
‘His firiking time, or hours of motion, |
:.aferabout éight,: twelve,-and four, night or
.day, lénithe:three-hot months.” if you can
siviade ;the pit.op:: pond 1 where s carp-and
-gfénch jase,:yati miay: ftit the mud ‘with
your feet\or with!any:inftrurhent :till you
make the water very muddy ; which will
throw every fifhi up tothe top of the water,
and make-them put their nofes out of the
water for it (this"I have experienced in
-.Chcﬁxirc).a‘nd!ﬁh:xlgo:;iy :& beég::hat
-fize. you pjeafes; but this v -in
:%whot Moa't’}imh - The muddy- water
~malkes thomt very fick for the prefent, but
-in half an-héur’s time, they will recover,
-sand retire 1o the bostom again; - 1 ‘éf

.
e ‘4
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 HCHON ORI HOKROKROEK

. Of the Carv, bis Shape awd Colour:

HE Carp is.a very ftately and fub-

tle fith; ftiled the .freth-water fox.
.He .is originally of foreign ‘growth : his
-back rifes from his head fomewhat fharp
and edged, is covered with very large,
ftrong, broad fcales : is of a yellowifth co-
lour, efpecially when arrived to an age:
the younger fort are more inclined to a

- dufky colour: his head is’ fhort, in pro-

portion to his. body : has no teeth: and
_{wims with broad fins: his tail is broad aad
_forked, of a colour.between red and black,
. as is;alfo the laft fin: neigher-hath he;apy
_tongue, ‘but inftead thereof nature hath
- given him a flethy palate to relifh his food.
.. Heis gbferved.to breed feveral months

in the vear, confragy to the nature of moft
yother fith. . To frengthen this.canja@ure,
- ypu dhalhfeldqm take 2 male Carp wishopt
sa:milt, ori{afemale withour much fpawn ;
; efpecially all the fummer feafon. She breegds

more naturally in ponds than in. running

water, (if the breeds there at all), but the

.. river Carp for catiélg6is preferred to all

- others
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athers, - He is very dificult to take, and
there is a neceflity of exercifing the virtue
of patience when you fport fer him: for |
bave kdomn: thie beft .of anglers wée.cheir
utmoft art and diligence for many hours to
gake him. “En fome ponds-they are as'dfff-
cult to takeasin a river;. thatis, where shey
shavea ftore of feed and a clear water. -He
ds'to be Gifhed. fovearly and late ; you can-
.not goveo an/ extreme inceither.

“Qf the Spawning Time.
-~ SHE 'beginsto fpawn in “May, and
wwhen afemale Carp goes:to caft her fpawn,
+Whired or four milrers:follow lter, and, -fhe
“diflembling 1a.vognefs, foree her through
'wiebdyatidflags, wherethe draps her fpawn,
Jwhich “fticks faft’to'the weeds: then the
*wale performs hisoffice, and all: the: fpawn
“fo rmilred q%;mi,' dh (a-Thort tiine¢ Bacome
Siving £h.' 'They:begin ¢o fpawn: ac four
“yedrs ‘old, - The Capp:aiid tench- are’the
: eMy two @il that ‘ought o’ bo put in-a
‘pond together, and thirive: beft in-clay o
marle bottoms. '

- His

l

o
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mmww
Hn‘ Hawzt:. S

T:HE(R.E« s farce any - fort -oF fith
thau loves acold hungry. wawr, ibut :fach
‘water-as comes-off rich futifoils, and Is
‘veryfoft: in-this, .all - forts of . pool-fith
delight .and dwrive. It-is.impradent o
‘keep any other’ fith “with Carp 4nd tench,
-ofpecially.sachand dace, for they ‘de&m&
the earp’s food.. Fhete are pike, pearch,
iroach, dace, breamy and flate, thie mdﬂ:
ﬁt to hetp tompany together.

Of 51: Bttmg ‘sz’e anf B‘am. )

HE bires gt ‘awell fdoured rgd-wérm,
‘magpgot, -wafp-grub, or the green-worm
~fromtrces, baughs, or-buthes ; ‘which laft
‘is-a- very natural bait. Tliere are many
forts of paftes that are mentioned for tak-
-ing of Carp end otherfifh, but I fook up-
,mthemtobenry ordinary 3 the four forts
wof: baits abevementivaed being the beft I
+have experienced for the taking of Carp,
teneh, or -pearch, by reafon you can raife
quantities of them to bait your--holes;
which will certainly draw them together,

-
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you do it a day or two before you begin to
angle ; but in cafe the fith are thy, you
muft continué to bait the holes for a fort-
-night or three weeks together, onte 2 day;
then you may depend on fport. Bat if the
pool or pond ‘be well ftored with thefe fort
.of fifhy you need only bait where you pur-
g?fe to fport an hour or two before hand.
Your worms muft be of the red and white
fort, npt teo large, and well fcoured.
‘There are many - other baits; but. shefe,
‘with diligeace and patience, will take a
Ca;g fooner than any other I.ever gried.

E is generally caught at the bottom,
where the line and lead, is not difcovered as
it is in mid- water. - Baiting the holes before
you fith Yot him;, and he talting your baits
withoyt difturbagce .or, treachery, makes
‘him feed bold,, 3and not.apprehenfive of
.being betrayed. . Ufe a.long rod and quill
.float, keeping out of fight as much as you
‘caq whilit anglipg: whea you ftrike him,
.gve:hmplaa engugh, otherwile - he will
-Break your tack, for he it ot anly a ftrong
fith but a great ftruggler; and, if beis a
large fith, as foon as he takes the bait will
run immediately to the other fide of the
riverorpend, - . .

A
AP He
.
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He is a leather-mouth’d fifh: his ageis
- variotifly determined, but moft:think that
" he commenly arrives-to the age of fotty or
fifty years.: He is beftun ﬁxﬂ%n in March
-and Apnl BRI

mxmﬁmxmﬁﬂxmxa#ka

Oéﬁrwtwm on.the - Breedmgﬁ
SRR 'CARP. ; -
: R

UNLES Swgemlemcn talc.c mord Cal'e

- than they.have done of late years, it will be
- impoffibleto havelarge Carp; becaufe they
overftock the' pool with:them, whichdkeeps

- the fith-lean,: and icaufes: them <o bresd in
.abundance, and iwhen; they once.begim.to
- breed, they will newer. gnbwltoan 6zb:af-
 terwards : neither will thei (pawn of lictle
- Carp ever:grew to be large ;. for. whea they
take to.breed at two or thice yeats-old, the
- fifhi of, fuch, fpawin -wilk.never; grow 1b. be
~targey shange them into.cvenfo mdnyswa.
2658 3> for itis -as- macle impoffible; te:have
vlarge fith- from the fpawen ot fonal éne’s, as
it is to expect a large breed of fowls:from

. a Guiney- cc;_ck and hclr: for when the
Carp breed fo young, they may properl
« he cI;llcd of they dwa%f kind. N)c'wf if lzen}:
tlemen
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tlemea are defirous to breed shejr fith large,
-dem them pick-out the males-and famales of
+fuch fort-of - fith: they, delight in of ¢he
Aargett fizs 5 then; put them into the breed-
ing pans or pools, but be fure 10 cleanfe |
the fame firft of all other fith. Thus in two
or three years time you will have the right
ftore Carp. Then take the ‘males and fe.
miales of  thele “fith, ‘and put- them into
your pans or pools;andina few years they
will become large eating fith.
. By :thus . managing. and fhifting  your
-fifh, ~you: will have a conftant ftock ; ‘but
then yeu dught once in three years to ex-
»gmme if the, water. agvees with them. .
;. 'Bw-dure ahat your: fifty for. ‘breeders are
ogach-four.or five pounds weight at. ledft,
-and": as' ‘much: bigger as poflible ; for the
“fry. ofa large fith will grow.to as large a
-fize in four or five years time, as thofe of a
“fmall fize will in: ten years : contrary to the
judgment of moft gentlemen, who believe
ghnac the water.and feed-add-to the growth
- of the Carp, -gnd therefore x'e%.'a:'ccliI not what
fizéd-fllithey breed from, whichis avery |
great error. '
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OO O R G R R
How to Preferve and Feed Fifb

) . m "Pad‘f'

° W H'E'N yeu-iatend toftock a poo
with Carp or'teéfich, make « elofe ethering
hedpe:acrofs the thead of it; about e yard

-Jiftant off the-- dam, - and about three feet
above' the water, which- is the beft refuge
for them I knew of, and the only method
to prefervepoolifith- beeawfe, if any oné
atrempts to 'rbb ithe peol, muddies- the
water, or difturbs it with nets; moft of the
fith, ‘if not -all, immedidtely Ry between
the hedge and the dam to preferve them- .
felves. And in pools where there are fuch
fhelters and thades, the fith delight:to fwim
backwards ‘and ferwards; through -and
round ‘the {ame, rubbing and {fporting
themfelves therewith. This hedge ought
to be made -chiefly :6f orls, arid net tod
clofe, the boyghs long, and firagpling to-
wards the dam; by which-means you may
feed and-faieen themias you pleafe. ¢
- Tue beft baits-for drawing them toge-
ther at firft, are maggots or young/waipss
the next are'bullocks brains and lob-worms
th()fptd together, - and thrown. into the
poot in large quantities, about ewo é“;m
‘ ‘before

~
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before fun-fet, fummer and winter. By
thus ufing thefe ground-baits, once a day
for a fortnight together, the fith will come
as conftantly and naturally to the place as
cattle totheir fodder: and te fatisfy your
curiofity, and gonvince ypu -therein, after
you have baijted the paal for fometime as
direted, take about the quantity of a two-
penny: wheaten loaf, cut it into flices, and
wet it, then throw. it intQ the pool where
you had baiged, and the carp, will feed upon
it :; after you have ufed the wet bread three
or fowr mornings, then. throw fome dry
bread in, which will lie on the top of the
water, and, if you watch out of fight of
the fth, you will prefently fee them {wim
to it, and fuck irin. Ileok upon wheaten
bread to be the beft food for them, though
oaten or barley- bread is very good. If
there be tench or pearch in the fame pond, |
they will feed wpon the four former baits,
and not touch the bread.
. InpeeD there is no pool-fith fo thy and
nice as a Carp, as I have before obferved;
for whea the water is difturbed they will
Ay to.the fafeft fhelter.they can: . which I
one day obferved, when aflifting a gentle-
man to fith his pool; for another perfon
(difturbed the water by throwing the caft-
. ing-
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ing-net; but cabght.never a Carp: where-
upon two er three of .us ftripped and went _
into the pool; which was provided with -
fuch. 2 fost of & hedge in it as is before de-
{cribed, whither the carp had fled for fafe- -
ty ; then filhing with our hands on both
fides the hedge, thatis, one on either fide,
we taught what quantity of Carp was
wanting.

Carp are a hardy fith, and will live
longer out’6f"watér than moR bthers. I
fhall conclude with a particular obfervation
‘onf this head, -as:given by a late' inganious
authot : #* Carps, fays he,. will live out
s¢ -of ‘water, in an open place, only with
¢ murch air, as is manifeft by the method
¢ of fartening them in Holland, and
¢¢ which has been pradiced here in-Epg>
¢ land:. viz, they handthem upin 4 cel-
3¢ laf, or forhe cool plage, on'wet mofs, ib
¢ a'fmall net, with their heads out, and 2
. Eackthfcad through: the: uppes: fin to
¢t _keep thiem-upright, and thus feed them °
‘e« 'with “white bread and milk: for.many
#¢ dags.’ This, “adds our author, ‘was told
“¢ me' byia:'min very. curious, -and -af
‘¢« great - honeur - and eminency, whofe
¢ word, if I might name him, nobody
¢ would queftioms” Indeed I myfelf hfavc
; : : cen
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féen thxs experienced ; and” as it is‘an in-
fance of the refplratxon of fithes, very fin-
gular,:and fomewhat out of the way, I
have, for'the readcr’s dlvcfion, takcnno-
txceofit co . P

, ‘ R

MWMW

i' o the Bumm, .

HxE Brcam is 3, broad ﬁ{b, w:th a

{mall- head, and fharp faout; - thc
top of the head fomewhat broad and
fmooth ; the back bending end edged
sifing feafibly fram the ;head like a fwine:
the ¢otout of "hig back is betwixe; bLue .and
black, his fides and belly white,. efpecially
dn ghofs that are young aud ledn, but the
fides. of thofe that are (%ll grown fhine of a
gold colour, and their belly is red :
amouth, in propertion to his fize, is. \[ oz
{mali, and mchout teeth: the palate is,fc
and -flethy, like that of a car : .and his
fleth foft.and iclammy. . This- ( greatly
refémblesa cirp, being very broad, with
a forked tail, and his fcales fet in exceflent
'ordcr he. has large eyes; but a fmall
' fucking

i
l
N
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foeking mouth. . Themilter iy obfiried to
have two-large miits, and the fpawner two
Jarge bags of fpawn.’ The beft parts of

+ this fith- for eating; are hiw belly and his
‘head: - o

¢ “TIris faid that Breams and roaches will

- mix-their eggs and milttagether, by which
means there is, in many places, a baftard
race- of .breams, which never grow . to be
large, are very pumerous, but not good for

eating. -
PEFEREIPROHD
The Spawning Time.
 BREAMS fpawn the latter end of
Juse and beginning of July, and are beft
in feafon a little before they fpawp;

though fome think them beft in Septem-
ber, having then had their fummer’s feed,

| BOORIOIES
" Their ‘Haunts.

. THEY {wim infhoals, orgreat compa-
. nies, delighting moft in gentle foft ftreams;
- fandy or ‘clay bottoms; in the deepeft,
broadeft, and-niiddle parts of ponds s and

‘ in
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in the deepeft, broadeft, and muof quiet
- places in rivers near uinto weeds.
.. Tue Bream and raach' are fith that live
:and delight as ‘well in rivers that are dead
and heavywaters, as in poels ; efpecially in
. ariver called Avon, in Warwickfhire and
. Worcefterthire, where are plenty of them,

v NN

How, and with what Baits to
take the BREAM.

THERE are many forts of baits
wherewith to take him, viz. red-worms
well fcoured; but they like gentils and
and the young wafp-brood beft, which lat
fhould be boiled in a pot or kettle, or dried
‘on atile-ftone before the fire, which makes
them not’ unlike gentils ; or elfe a worm,
like a maggot, which is found at dock
roots, flags, fedges, or rufhes, in watry
places 3 he will alfo bite at a grafs-hopper
in June or July;-or ac feveral flies under
water, found on ‘flags that grow near the
water-fide. ... - - i
. TrERE are feveral other good forts of
. baits, but this following, commaunicated
. tp me by. ap excellent gngler, ;f prefe': to
L3 o them
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‘them-all, either for carp or Bream, that
is, Take the largeft red-worms you can get
-without a knot, whighare o be found in
- great numbers, in"an. evening,  ingarden
" walks ot chdlky commons, after a fhore of
rain. -Keep a ‘quantity.of them by you in
anearthen pot, in clean mofs, well wathed,
picked, and fqueez’d as -dry as poffible:
renew the mofs every fourth day for three
weeks or a month longer, then your bait
will be in perfetion. -
. Having thus prepared your baits, have
- your fithing tackle ready after this manner:
take three long angling-rods; three or four
filk, or filk-and hair lines, and as many
large fwan or goofe-quill floats: then
faften leaden plummets to the Jower end of
your line, about a foot or ten inches dif-
tance from-the hook, but befure the lead is
heavy enough to fink the float, and not
the float bear up the lead ; the lower part
of your-line:next the hook may be fmaller
~than the reft| 3t you dare venture, forfear
.of taking the piks or pearch, who wil} cer-
- tainlyvifit.your hooks till they are caught,
as | thall hereafter; before either carp
.-or Bream:will. come: near to bite :. when
. ‘the'worm s welbbaited, it-will crawl-and
<:work itfelf as far as the lead will permit,
' which




38 - The ART. 5 AboriNg ;.
whichmuch insiceth thefith tobite witheut

-fufpicion. ‘

- ‘Y oor.baits -hdng:f}l‘!s:eidy,. and your

“tackling ficved; repair:toithe rivers;, where,
-at three or four acloak 0.2 hot fammaes’s
‘afeernoon, 'you mayfeethemfwim in (hoals,

and, which is eafily difcerned, watch: their
going out and coming back to their holes,

‘tor they retarn about thofe hours,. moft of

them feeking food at theibottem, ydt one
or two moft commonly. lie on the tap,

“rolling and tumbling about; whilft the reit
:;are at the bottom under them : thus will

you will ever obferve one or more keeping
centry. Then obferve where they play

- moft and keep longeft, which is conymon-
‘ly in' the’deepeft and : broadeft part of the

river. Then chufe where is a clear bottom
and convenient landing-place; take one of
your angles, and found the bottom, and
let it be eight or ten feet, and about two

-yards from the bank is beft. Confider next
. "if the water will rife or fall by next morn-
- ing, by reafon of any water-mills near,
“and dccording to difcretion take the depth
- of the place: where you intead to caft your

ground-baits, and fith to half am inch, that

' the lead lying on.or near the grmmd.-bs!;;':
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the top of the float may only appear ups
: right,phalf an inch above the waaptfcr. P
- THus having fixed your place, and found
the depth thereof, return home, and pre-
parc,your,g,rpund-baits,a: follows s takea
peck of fweet ground barley malt, boil it
_ 1na kertle, then ftrain,it thraugh a linnea
bag into a tub: and when the bag and
malt are almoft_cold, take them down te
the water fide, about eight or nine o’clack
in the ,evgniqa%; and not before: throw in
about’, one half of the "ground-malt,
fqueezed hard between your hands, it will
fink prefently to the bottom: take care
that it lodge in the very plags you intend
to angle.. If.the.currentrun hard, or move
a litdle, throw the malt in hapdfulls the
higher up the ftream,: befurg you fqueeze
the malt fo hard, that the water will
fcarcely part it by the finking. ‘
. Havine thus baited and prepared your
fithipg tackle, leaye; the bag, with the’
ground-baits and other materials pear the
{parting, place 2il night;, ang about three
or- four o’clock in the morning vifit the
water-fide, but not too near, for thefe fith
are very watchful : take one of your three
rogds gently up iato your hands, bait your
haok, then calt it over the ground-bait,
L ‘ D foftly
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foftly and fecretly draw it to you, till the
Jead refts abofit the middle of the ground:
bait ; eaft-in your fcond line absat ayard
abave, and the third (both baited) a yard
below the firft." Fix the rods in-the’ ground,
but be fure go fo_far from the water-fide
that you- perceive -nothing but the floats,
which you mult wdtch very diligently ; for
athen: the Al bite] you will fee the-foat
fink-‘fuddenly’ into “thé water ; * yet' run
ot 'toe haftTly to the rod; till-you obferve
the line'drawn clear away:'then creep gen-
1ly te_the water-fide, and give as much
. line as poffibly you can ;' for if it be a carp
«or Bream; they will ga tb 'the.other fide of
the! twlited “théy ftrike-getitly, and” hold
yout-red Teping for'a" liitle ‘white, for
if you ‘both “pull, ‘yoli dré fure to lofe
ithe game; either line, ‘hook, or hold, will
certainly break.  After you'have ovércome
them, they will make fine fport, but are
wery fhy to be landed. - The carp is more |
ftrongand-mettfefome than the'Bream.
“* Ir pikes of pearch’ breed “in- the fame
rivér, they will bité'firft, and miift be firft
taken: for the moft ‘part they are very
-Jarge; and will repair to your ground bait;
‘not: that they wilFiéat it; but'they will feed
and fport themfélves among (¥ thé yoafng
Lo M " ry
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fry that-gather about, and hover above the
bait. )
. Tue way of difcerning and taking the
. pike, if you miftruft the Bream-hook, is
thus : rtake a fmall bleak, roach, or gud-
geon,, bait with it, and fet it alive among
- your rods, two feet deep from the cork,
with a little red-worm on the point of the
hook'; then take a handful or two of mag-
gots, or fome of the -ground-bait, and
firinkle it gently amongft your rods: if the

pike be there, the little fith will fkip out
of the water, whereby your living bait wiil

- certainly be taken. .

- THus continue your fpert from four
in the morning till eight: and if it be
gloomy and' windy they' will bite all
day ; but that is too long to ftand in one
place, and may fpoil an evening’s diver-
fion, which fhould be thus profecuted
about four in the afternoon repiir to the

baited place, throw in one half of the re- .

mainder of the ground-bait, ftanding out
of fight of the water, whilft the:fith gathe
together; and after fome thort time of ab-

fence, bait your rods again, and put them

in, as dire€ted in the morning, and you
will be fure of excellent fport till eight in
the evening: then caft in the reft of your

ground-

v
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ground-bait, and, at four next morning,
vifit them again for four hours, which will

.be the beft fport of all.

Tuey are in their prime from St. James's
till Bartholemew’s day ; being always fat-

-teft after their furamer’s feed.

Obferve laftly, that after three- or four
days. fithing, your game will grow very
fhy and timerous, and you will fcarcely
bave a bite at a baiting ; then defift for
two or three days: and, in the place where
you laft baited, and intend to renew your
baits, take a turf of fhort grafs, about the
bignefs of a round trencher, and witha

-needle and green thread, faften, one by

one, as many-little red worms as will almoft
cover the turf; then make a hoie in
the middle of a broad round trencher, and
place the turf thereon ; put a cord through
i, and tie it to a pole. Letit, thus ma-

“naged, fipk down to the bottom of the wa-

ter, for the fifh to feed upon withour dif

-turbance for three or four days; and after
‘that time, when you have drawn it away,

you’ll find fport almoft beyond expecta-

tion, . :

of
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ARG ORI

Of tbe FLOUN'DE'R.

HE Flounder is originally a fea-fi(h,

without fcales, which wanders very
far into freth rivers, and there dwells
and lofes himfelf, growing twice his
length, and about as broad again, as when
he quitted the fea. He is a very wholefome
fith, and nutritive. The beft are diftin-
gun[hed by red Spots. This fith affords
much fport to the Angler.

ejlecinofiaolosiocfioefoofocioofiosfiaoliocfoctioote
Hz'.r Haunts.

HB commonty frequents gravelly fandy
bottoms; deep gentle fireams, near the
banks; - or at the end of a ftream, in a
fill plaoc s orin a gentle ftream that is
fomewhat brackith; and fometimes in the

Rilles part. of the river, near the
3 but not (o frequent asin pteuy Ivm'c
or mbet gchdc fireams.

Dg . His
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His Biting Time and Baits. -

THEY will bite at any fmall worm
found in marthy ground and meadows,
which fhould be well fcoured. He is a
crafty though greedy biter, and will nib-
ble and fuck at a bait fometime before he
takes it ; and if he pérceives the hook will
fly trom ic: therefore, let your bait be
always in motion, which will make him
more eager. They will bite all day, from
{un-rife to fun-fet. ‘ ; -

BRSO UG OAT R

Olfervations on tbe SEVERN
FLOUNDER.

IN March and April there are large
quantities -caught in the Severn.  Their
haunts, at that .time of ' the year; are
chiefly on fand-banks, where the : water
makes a return, which, in fa&, is an eddy:
there they lie in large fhoals: but, as the
fummer advances, 'they ‘move higher ,up
the fiream.  They will itravel far up the
river, for great numbers have been caughe
near Bewdly, Bridgnorth, and Shrewfbury.
i vt But

.’




‘play, and io’h%il‘\e;ﬁly“ﬁ}.

Ayd Compleqt. FLY-FISHER. §3

But large Frefhes, in the river bring them
down again.i- -: - . » :
. In. March and, April I generally catch
the largeft ‘and the beft: Flounders, fome
weighing from half. a. pound to:a pound
apd; 2. quarter, and have caught twelve
pounds in-onegddy. ., - 1. .
5 Tium beft bait, for thent is.a'wsll fcoured

ted-worm.. - Your hook muft pot be large,
for their mouth is very fmall.. Your line
hould, be twenty, gr-twenty-five feet long,

made,cf the beft. hemp-ywiag, - ftrong and,
fingy, ‘9_’&99@%'&@?@ botom of the line you
mult have about a yard and a half .of haif;
line, well twitted ; nine hairs in each link,
I always fith with three hooks to a line, -
and three iniddlirg billess,” one at the top
of each link the hooks are hung too: let
the bullets_be hollow,, that tl:;céline may
a bite of the

fmpllel- fith, ;. for,"you frequently: 1catein
zthelc ﬁﬂ?.ﬁgdk}& flounders, fuchas gout,
amlets,. falmon<fpawsr, gudgeons, &c. " :
. THERE is;p fmaﬁl brook galled Hawford,,
which emiptigs jisfelf iingo | Severn) three:
miles.;3bpys ; Worgatter,, -in . which , Jarge.
qui.t_nmwﬁmmmgb,tmlsss 2 Waten they are:
fond of, being very brackifh; gwing so,she:
brine ‘thchomﬁe.wstmpi!sasnrpimipx?r

R a
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and makes them firmer and better- Has
voured than thofe caught in the Sevéiry.
Trere are three. forts "of Flounders
caught here: one with a back {potted with
reddifh fpots ; another' brown ; and one
black on both Sides, but 4! belidve, they
_are nearly equal in goodnefs: :» -
I Fisu génerally with twelve of ‘thofe
lines above défcribed, ‘faying them at pro-
per diftances oné from thé othér, and have
. been found in conflant employ for feveral
hours. together, for they bite ‘in general
pretey free, and make the Angler excellent
diverfien.- -~ 7T Tt ”

KL

\ o Ly NTUINS TR NVE B
. Of tfz‘ B ARBELG ;g -

'HE ‘Batbel is To called' frim Hig
- & - barb or whattles at his mouth: He
is & leathér-mouth’d Fithi latges of &'
fine caft, and a- ‘handfome fhape; with
fimall' fBakey; placed after & moft ex4¥
4nd euriout thatiner s’ but ' is notreckoned
the: hieft: B1F ot “eating, -¥ithet for ‘whiple-
fomentf or afte : the mdle, hdwebes; 'is
reputéd  mueh-better than the femafe, - Of
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 Of the Spawning Time.
THEY begin to fpawn in April, and:
then are at the worft, but quickly become.
in feafon. They flock together like fheep.
The milter and fpawmer mutually labour
to hide the eggs in holes, which they dig
in the gravel, covering them with fand,
much like falmon. SR

gtk
" His Haunts.

HE is able to live in the fwifteft waters,
and in fummer frequents the fhalloweft
and fharpett ftreams, delighting to lurk
under weeds, and feed on gravel againft a
rifing ground, rutting and digging in the
fands with his nofe, like a hogs and there
nefting himfelf. Yet fometimes he retires
to deep and fwift waters, bridges, flood-
gates, and wares, where he will neft him-
felf amongft piles, or in hollow places,
taking fuch hold of mofs or weads, thatbe -
the curresit ever fo ftrong, it cannot force
him from the place he contends for. This
. js his conftant pratice, when he and moft
other living creatures fport themfclves in

- Ds the
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the fun : but, at the approach of winter,
he forfakes the fwift ftreams and fhallow-
waters, and, by degrees, retires to thofe
parts of the river that are quiet and deep,
in which places, about April, they fpawn,
and are then at the worft, but foon come’
into feafon again.

B i A aaa s o a s g Son s R

Of bis Biting Time and Baits.

T HE Barbel and chub are reckoned
the worft or coarfeft of freth-water fith ;
but the Barbel affords the angler fine fport,
being fo lufty as frequently to endanger
breaking the line, by running his head vio-
lently towards any covert, hole, or bank,
then ftriking at the line with kis tail o
break it. - He is alfo fo cunning, as to nib-.
ble and fuck off your bait, clofe to the
hook, yet will avoid letting it come into
his mouth. He is, likewile, very curious’
in his baits, for they muft be clean and-
fweet, the worms well fcoured, and not'
kept in four -or mufty mofs; for he is a
nice feeder. At a well {coured lob-werm
he will bite as freely as at any other bait!
whatever, efpecially, if a night or two be-:
fore you fith for him, ycu bait:the place:
% v b

‘ where

-
-
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where you intend to anglc wuh largewarms
cut in pieces. Nejther can you oves-bait
the ,place, ;por angle oo early or too.late;
for him,, Maggots,. well fcoured, ; are. the,.
beft bait ‘for. higw | -Laftly, when you fith,,

far the Barbel, ufe a long rod, of good -

. ftrength, for you will find him difficult to

deal with; yet when once ftruck he fcldom
or.never. br¢aks his hold. 1
HE bites carly, from fun-rife- dll ten |
o’clock i in. the morning,. and from four in
the exgning till fup-fet, . fometimes later. ,
Theie principal biting months- are, from -
the beginning of May ull thc latter end of ,
Aoguft. . . ¥

Of the Cuus, C’nnvm, or BoT-
LING; their Spawmng szze, Sea-

jan aqnd Shape. - - SIS
HE Chub much refcmbleg the carp, y

but. only of fomewhat a  longer.
fhape his fcales are ver ry broad ; his head ,
dhort, and his teeth are in his throat ‘He
will feed upon little fith or frogs.
D6 Azout
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Asout a- fortnight before they {pawn,
il the weather be hot, they gathier together
in fhoald, and appear on thé top' of  the’
witer; and likewife for a teek or nint’
days after, if the weather be hot and bright,-
They fgawn in the month of May, but I
think they are not in feafon till the begin-
ning of Auguft, and fo continué till the
month of April, being in the greateft per-
fection- in the winter months. “You ‘may
flit and falt them, whi¢h makes them, in
this part of the world, -preferable to any
falted fith whatevér, as not having the
quantity of hdiry bones in them at that-
time, which they havein May, Juae, and

July.
BEBOBEEEPIS -
o Té"iﬁrg",’i‘”.tf‘; .
"TH {i"'Cﬁub tikes ﬁnay or clay bot-
toms, large rivers, and fhiady ftreams: bue
their chict abode is in the angles,  or de
holes wheré the water rufis not very guick.
They thrive much in ponds inte'which any
_rivulet runs, - o
' ' His

. ) 1 1
RS SN S

e e L e
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 RORCROR RO R0 O R
« His Biting Time and Baits.

_HIS biting time is from fun-rifing til}
ten in the morning, and from four in the
afternoon till' fun-fet. He is caught, in.
the hot months, at bottom, with cow’s
brains, lob-worms, grafs-hoppers, and cod-
baits: and at the top, with the-<annon,.
or down-hill-fly, the grafs-hopper, cater-"
piller, may-fly, or ant-fly ; thefe are all

- ufed in the manner of bobbing or dipping.

You muft be fure to place yourfelf out of
fight behind fome bufh or tree, for the
Chub will fly to the bottom of the water
at the very fhadow eof your rod, being the
moft fearful of all fith, and will alfo make,
inftantly to the bottom at the fhadow of
a'bird flying over the water, but will. pre- .
fently arife, and lie floating’ on the top |

- again; at which time move your rod

flowly to the Chub you &fh for: let your
bait fall foftly on the water three or four
inches before him, and -he will infallibly .
take it, for ‘e is a leather-mouth’d fifh, .
having histeeth, as faid before, in his throat,..:
out of which a hook fcarce ever loofeth its”
hold, and therefore give him play enotfzgh
ore
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before you oﬁ'er to takc him out of the
water.

THERE are.many. baits to take a Chub;
as, a black fnaxl with its belly. flit, to
fhew the white ; fometimes a worm'y or
any kind of ﬂy, as theant-ﬂy, Reth fly,
dor, or beetle; ‘or, a'bob, which is a
fhort .white worm, like to, but bigger
than a gentil, or'a‘cod, of cafe-worm.
He will take any ‘of thife very well; and

never efufes a grafs-hopper at the top.
of a fwift ftream, or & young walp- grub
at the bottom.  Theie ‘grubs ate found in
the holes of banks; and difcovered by the
old ones going in and 'out; and are often
found by the mowers, when cutting of
grafs: they muft be boiled or baked betore
ufed.’ The'Chub Will likewife bite at red '
chétries, Provnded you hait the hole with'’
them the dight béfore you fith. *You muft
be fure 'to make ufe of the fame’ fized
hook, and alfo the famc fort of rod and
lxnc, as for a carp -

‘“THE fpawn eof a C}urb is. excellcnt for
eating, = His head'is the béft‘part of him ;-
and he cannot: be drcﬁ'ed tbo f00n after he
xs taken ‘

- PEVIINN .-.)’ PRI S S R A A |
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Of the Roacu and:Dack.

H E Roach is fo called from his red

fins : he is a fith not much admired
for his nice tatte, but the fpawn s reckoned
the beft part of him. He is a leather-’
mouth’d fith, havmg a fort of faw-like’
teeth in his throat.” “As the carp is ftiled’
the ‘water-fox for ‘his. cunning,” fo the
Roach is called the water-fheep for his
fimplicity.

It is obfervable that the Roach and
Dace recover ftrength, and are in feafon,
about a tortmgnt atter fpawning; the bar-
kel and chub in ‘a.month; the troutin
four months; and the.faimon in the fame.
time; provided he returns to the fea, and
comes back again into the frefh- waters.

River Roaches are ever preferred to
thofe in ponds: but the latter. are. ufually,
of a larger breed. There are a fort of fmall
baftard Roaches with a very-torked tail,
bred in fome pbnds,.differing from the
true Roach, as the pilchard does from the
herring. . The Roach make fine diverfion,
efpecially thofe of a larger fize, They are,
S - a



64 The Arr of AncLING -

a very healthful fith, - whence comes the
proverb, ¢ As found as a Roach.”

L e
Their Spawning Time.

THE Dace or Dare fpawn about the
‘tenth of March, and the Roach about the
beginning of May. * Thefe fith are beftin
fealon from Michaelmas till Candlemas,

and are very ordinary eating all the fum-
mer. I

G288 52805%
Their Haunts.

THE Roach and Dace love a gravelly
fandy ground beft; and lie in the cleareft,
deepeft, and ftilleft waters, that are moft
fhaded ; and alfo among water-docks, and
under water-lilly leaves, efpecially in very
hot fun-fhine weather.

B .
 Their Biting Time and Baits.
- THE Roach and Dace are to be fithed

for, in winter, with gentis or maggott’s;
ut
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but, in April, with worms, and ¢adfs, or
flies, under water, for he feldom takes
them on the top; though the Date, in
many of the hot months, wdi nfc abové
wawer.

Roacues miay alfo e éaught tl'ms
takee'an ant-fly, fink him with a'little lcacf
to the bottom, near the piles of a bridge
or pofts of a ware, ‘or any deep place wheré
they may lie quietly; pull your By up very
[eifurely, and yo zai u’ll have a Roach generally
follow your bait to the very top of the
Wwater, gizmg amd nﬁnmng at it with the
utmrioft eagernef: Thus are great. &orc of
Roach caught. :

You may take both thé Roach, Dace,
or Dare, with the gentils, or '{ yng wafp-

3 but; when you fifli wih them, JO
muft: bé fure to’ ﬁavealdrgé hobk, 4 quick
éye, and 4 nirible Kdnd} ot ihe bait will
bY foft. They( it Biteat stmioft any flyy
But cHiefly the ant-fly, "

14 ‘thie riext’ laee, I fhatf informﬁnro
d winter-bait’ the Rodch, Dact, or
¢hab. IF, abofit thé Be?dnlh of Novtm-
Ber, of oﬂex‘ you' follow the plow when
at work b ’l‘\eath of’ fandy ground,’ or
turning é) e gteer-fwarp,’ ar frefh ladd.
you w:u nid-a White worr' With 4 red lgeéd

: about
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mouth’d ; of a fine thape; and filver
colour: both his body and tail are beauti-
fully adorned with black fpots.

His Haunts and Spawning Time.

THE Gudgeon is a river-filh, yet
fometimes found in ponds that are fed by
tills or fprings. He delights moft in gra-
velly or fandy ground, and in aflow ftream.
Though he inhabits large rivers, and
oftentimes little brooks, yet he is chiefly
to be found in fmall rivers of a fine fandy

avel bottom. In the hot months they

it in much fhallower waters, but all the
geft- of the year, from Michaelmas till
April, they. dwell in the, deepeft places,

that are thoft fandy. o ‘

Trey fpawn in the latter &nd of April,
or May; and, as fome fay, three or four
tines inayear. . .

gt a et et et e e g o can ]
His Biting Time, and Baits,
| RS ’ oy Yy I [y
- 'HE is:an admirable fith to entef a

young angler, being eafily taken with fmall
. : worms
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worms and maggots. . By mudding the
water, and ftirring up the fapd with a pole
you may draw them together in fhoals,
and, by now and then throwing in a few
chopped worms or maggots, you may take
great quantitics of them: your bait muft
be un or near the ground.

THey are ufually fcattered up aad down
the fhallows of every river in the heat of
fummer ; but in autumn,-when the Jegves
‘begin to grow four or rot, and the weather
begins to be cold, they keep together -in
the deeper parts cf the water; and if you
_ angle for them with a float or cork, your
hook muft always touch the-ground. Byt
many fifh for ti:e gudgeon'by hand with a
running line upon the ground, without a
float, and is an excelient way, if you have
a tender rod and as gentle a hand.

He bites all day long from March till
Michaelmas, but will not bite in very cold
weather, nor for fome time after his
fpawning, nor immediately after a fhower
or land-flood.  Fle bites well in gloomy,
warm, or hot fun-fhining weather, but
fcldom bites before fun-rifing or after fun-
ferting, but commonly begins about an
hour after fup rifes, and ceafes, about an
hour before the fun fets, fearing left he
) S fhould
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Of the BLEAK.

HE Bleak, which is by fome called

the frefh-water {prat, is a filh ever
in motion, and therefore is, fometimes
called the river fwallow: for as’the fwal-
low is obferved, in [ummer eveningg, to be
in conftant motion, making quick and
thort turns upon the wing, the more eafily
to catch the flies in the air; fo the Bleak
is almoft continually in action in the wa-
ter, fportin%\ himfelf with fome little Ries
and infe&s that fport on the furface.

He is of a bright whitifh colour ; his
back of a pleafant fea-green, and his belly
fhining, and white as the mountain {fhow.

THe Bleak, though generally reckoned
of little value,, yet 1s a good fith, in my
opinion, if drefled as foon as taken. He
has been frequently ufed.to make a fort of
artificial anchovy, and is often fold for the
real ; But for want of fkill in the mana-
gement, by the common artifts, he has
Joft much of his efteem.

Tue

J

|
J

1
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Tue Bleak is to be angled for at mid-
water, with a line and five or fix fmall
- hooks, faftened at about the diftance of
half a foot one above the other. ‘I have
often taken four of them at one time by
this means: the bait has been fmall well
fcoured maggots, than which none can be
better.  They may be taken with a very
fmall, fine, artificial black gnat. It is very
pretty fport to whip for them in a fummer
evening from a boat, or ftanding on the
bank-fide, in a fwift water, with a hazle- .
top, about five or fix feetlong, and aline
twice the length of the rod.

O COH OO KOO

Of the CHAR, and GuINIAD.

"N Winander-meer, in the county of
Weftmorland, are caught a very fin-
gular fort ot fith, called Char, which are
found no where elfe in Eagland or Ire-
land ; but are faid to be in two lakes at

Snowden, in Wales. '
In a fmall but rapid river, called the
Petterel, that runs near Carlifle, in the
E adjoining
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adjoining county of Cumberland, are
caught trouts about the fame fize with the
Char; that is, from a foot to eighteen
inches : which are as fine in colour, and,
when potted, are not ealily diftinguithed
in tafte; and are frequently, by the inha.
bitants, fent te London, and fold as Char,
They take the May fly of both forts, the
whirling dun, and indeed all the other
fliecs in their feafon, This river falis into
the Eden, abour a mile, north-eaft from
the city of Carlifle: and about the fame
diftance from the city, weftward, the ri-
ver Gauda falls into the Eden. The trouts
in this river are much larger than thofe in
the Petterel; in which is a particular fpe-
cies of trout, called the whiting, or white
trout: he has no fpots, but is of a beauti-
ful fine colour, and his fleth as red as the
falmon; I believe he never exceeds twen-
ty inches in length, for I never caught one
sbove that length, nor did never converfe
with a brother fporifinan that did. The
whirling flies to be ufed in fthing for him
cannot be too gay; they fhould be ribbed
with gold or filver twilt, and the cock’s
hackle over all, as rough as you pleafe.
Jo this river. as well as in the main river .
Eden, above the falmon ffhery, isa for; i
0

.
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of trout, talled the brandling, clouded on
the back! like a mackerel, which néver
grows to be above feven or eight inchesin
length, and feems very much to refemble
that fort'of fith called gravel laft-fprings
in the rivers Wye and Severn. In theeaft
riding df Yorkfhire is a fmall but rapid ri<
ver caljed Duffield Beck, in which are the
fineft tfouts, for fize and quantity, of any
water { ever fithed in; being feldom le
than two pounds, and often five or fix
pounds in weight.’ =

Tre river Dee which rifes in Merion~
eththire, runs through Pemble-meer, in
Chefhire, which is a large water, and
abounds with a kind of fifh called a Guis
.niad, as the river Dee does with falmon:
‘and yet it is remarkable, that there never
are any falmon caught in the meer, nor
any guiniad in the river,

| EXHEXMEIPKOETKEXNEE
: } )

HERE are three forts of Eels,

‘D the Silver Eel, the Green Eel, and
the Black Eel. The Silver Eel has a fine
E2 dark

ode
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dark brown back, and white belly ; hi
head very fmall and fpearing. The Green
Eel has & back of a dark green colour,
the belly of a- whitith green; his head is
broad and -flat, like the beak of a duck.
The Black Kel has a black back, yellow
belly, and larger head than the two for-
mer ; and is not reckoned very wholefome
food, » efpecially thofe found in muddy
pools; - . - ; ' Con
* /e -Silver: Eel commonly loves gra-
velly, fandy, or ftony bottoms;: they be-
gin to comme ap'the rivers in the beginning
of April, if the weather be warm, where
they will bite very well all the fummer,
till Auguft, and.continue till their return,
which is between Michaelmas and Allhol-

~ lantide,r according to the falling of the

¥ains, ‘and rifing of the rivers and brooks;
which difpofes them: to take their winter-
quarters in the fea, or falc waters.

.- IT has been thought that Eels, having
ence tafted the fea water, never return
back again, and therefore it is imagined
that whatever numbers of them are taken
at mills and other places, at their going
down, can be no prejudice to the rivers;

“but this probably may be a miftake, for I

have converfed with many millers and
- B others,
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o:hegs, whofe bufinefs it is to catch Egls in
their wheels and fitheries, who affirm that
about twenty years ago they could take
five times the quantjty that they. can pow,
which muft be owidg to the great numbers
that haye been taken of -Jate years at-the
time of théir running downwards.. Thofe
that happen to efcape in their j Journey to
the falt water, remain there till their.time
of breeding, which I take to be about the
-middle of April, or fooncr. Chero

st Manm’r gf Breedmg, ,or ‘
Spawmng

. THE R E has been a greg; vangty qf
opxmons ;about the’ b;cf.dmg of  Eels;
feme imagining that they ‘are. produced
from the dew which falls on the wateg-
fide in the months of May or June, which
being influenced and enlivened. by the rays
of  the fup, is gradually formed into little
',Ecls ~ Others have. fancied, that, when
Hels graw old, ithey breed qut of the gor-
“ruption of their.own age..-But that-and
other fuch idle notiong are explodcd and
juftly ridiculed by naturalifts ; who, how-

ever,
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ever, are not agreed among themiclves
whether the Eelsbreed in the oviparous or
viviparous manner; thatis, whether they
proceed from fpawn, (or eggs) as moft
other fith do, or whether the temale pro-
duces them alive. To fatisfy the curiofity
of fome of my readers, I fhall give them
the beft information I could get in regard
to this matter.

BeinG acquainted with an elderly wo-
man, who had been wife to a miller near
fifty years, and much employed in drefling
of Eels, I afked her, whether fhe had ever
found any eggs or fpawn in the Hels fhe
opened : fhe faid, fhe never had obferved
any; but that fhe had fometimes found
living Eels in them about the bignefs of a
fmall needle ; and, particularly, that fhe
once took out ten or twelve, and put them
-upon the table, and found them to be
alive; which was confirmed to me by the
reft of the family. The time of year when
this happened was (as they informed me)
about a fortnight or three weeks after
Michaelmas; which makes me of opinion
“that they go down to the fea or falt water,
to prepare them for the work of producing

propagating their young. -
) °
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To this [ muft add another obfervation
of the fame nature, which was made by a
gentleman of fortune not far from Lud-
low, and in the commiflion of the peace
" for the county of Salop, who going to vie

fit a gentleman, his friend, was fhewn a
very fine large Eel that was to be drefled,.
about whofe fides only he obferved a par-
cel of little creeping things, which made
him fufpect it had been kept too longs
but, ona nearer infpection, they were found,
to be perfeét little Eels, or Elvers. Upon
- this it was immediately opened in fight of
feveral other gentlemen, and, in the belly
of it, they found a lump about as big as a
nutmeg, confifting of an infinite number of
shofe little creatures, clofely wrapt up to-
gether, which being put into a bafun of
water, foon feparated themfelves, and
fwam about the bafon. This has been of-
‘ten ‘teld to feveral gentlemen of credit in
his neighbourhood. fromn whkom 1 firft
received the account: but I have lately had
the fatisfaction of having it from his own
mouth. Thercfore I think this may ferve
to put the matrer out of all doubt, and
may be fufficient to prove that Eels are of
the viviparous kind.

E 4 During



80 The ART of ANGLING;

DurinG the winter months; they never
ftir up or down the rivers or pools wherein
they ulually are, but get into the foftearth
or mud, where many of them bed them-
felves together, the better to defend them
againft the feverity of the weather, and
there live, without feeding upon any thing
(as is generally fuppofed). They feldom
appear in the day time at other fezfons of
the year, unlefs the water be mudded, and
raifed a little by rain, but are ufually
caughtin the night.

THEY are eftcemed a very delicious fith
for eating, and are in feafon all the year,
but in their prime in May, June, and
July. They have been known to live out
of the water five days, the temperament
‘of their bodies being very moift, as is that
of many other fith whofe fhape and nature
are very much like the Eel, and frequent
both the fea and frefh rivers; as the lam-
prey, or lamper-eel, and alfo the large
conger, or fea-eel, which- are differently
efteemed according to the difference of
their tafte, The large conger-cels are of-
ten taken in the Severn between Tewkei-
busy and Gloucefter ; and below Warrin-
ton, in Lancafhire : but the river Stour, in
Dorfetthire, the Aukam, in Lincolnfhire,

’ and
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and Irk, in Lancafhire, have the pre-emin
nence above their neighboyring, freams for,
predueing the beft Belse ., ., 4
- Tne Severn, and moft pavigable rivers
that have a communicatiop with the fea,
abound with infinite numbers of fmall Eels
or Elvers, which come yp the river fides
early in the fpring, as foon 3s the fun béy
. gins to warm the water, Thefe gre taken
in large ‘quantities, particularly in.the Se
vern, and are.made vp in little cakes, ,;na
fold in the markets. They call the comin,
up of thefe little Eels, (which is very exa
and regular as to time) the Lulvers running,
This little fry is, witheut doubt, produced
in the falt water, by the Eels that retirg
* thither in-avtumn.,. . . .
welnl e el Rise RN e e
His Biting Time and Baits.
THERE are four forts of baits fof
taking Eels at bank-hooks, wiz. the lob- -
worm, loach, minnow, and bull-head,
The beft feafon for this is from the middle
of May to the latter end of July; when
the weather cannot be too warm, nor the
night too dark. One very good way -fop

this fost of fportis, t0 haye g ftrang line
E s - that
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that will reach acrofs the river or pond;
then take feveral hooks, with links to them
about three quarters of a yard in length,
and tye them to your line about two yards
diftance. When your hooks are baited,
faften one end of your line to the bank,
near the river, with a hooked ftick ; then
having a peice of lead or ftone faftened to
the other end of the line, caft it acrofs the
river or pond, and let it lie all night.
With any of thefe three baits, if fweet and
frefh, you will infallibly have fport. Or,’
you may ufe any of the above-mentioned
‘baits, with a line about a yard long, faltened
to the fmall end of a hooked ftick, and the
hook of it ftuck into the bank ; and this
method is indeed moft properly called
bank-hook fithing. Or elfe, you may
make tyes of three or four yards in length,
to be thrown in at the tops and bottoms of
{lreams, with a ftone at each end and
baited in the fame manner as the former.
THzrE is another method to take Eels,
which is called proaching, and is to be
ufed from four o’clock, after a hot day,
till fun-fet. For this purpofe, you muft
have a ftrong top rod, about a yard long,
with a goofe-quill put over the end of 1ir,
- Jeaying the extreme end of the. quill
v oo _ whole:
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_whole: then take a large and ftrong
needle, and a cat-gut for the line; whip
it very faft from the eye of the needle
to the middle: then taking a large
well fcoured lob-worm, run the eye of
the needle all up the worm, till it comes
to the very head; fo that the point of the

- needle may come out at the middle of the

worm ; then put the point of the needle

into the top of the quill, and take the top
rod and line both in your hand together.
Thus you may guide your bait under any
hollow wall or ftone very gently, and if
there be any Eel he will bite at it. Give
him time enough till he has gorged, and
then you may be fure of him, if you do
not attempt ‘to pull him out of his hele
too fuddenly; for he lies enfolded
therein, and will, with the help of his
tail, break off, uniefs. you give him time
to be wearied with pulling; -and when he
is fo, you may pull him flowly and gently

out. ,
THe beft way of taking Eels by com<
~mon angling, is to take a well fcoured
red-worm,  and a hook of the fize N°. 4,
with a float-line a foot fhorter than the rod;
and having fixed upon feme ftill quiet
place, with the mog é‘andy bottom you
: : can
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can. find, take with you a confiderable
quantity of wafp-grubs boiled, or bul-
lock’s braips chopped fine, to bait your
hole ‘with, You muft not forget to take
another rod . and iine, and bait the one
with the worar, and the other with the
wafp-grub; by which means . you will be
fure to find which they take beft.

THERE are a great many baits to take
Eels, but I look on thefe I have mentioned
to be as good as if you tried an hundred
forts, This is all I fhall fay of the Eel.

s
%,

EELEEEE BESEEELEE ST

Of the MinNow, or PINK.

HE Minnow when right in fea-

fon, and not fick, which happens

only juft after fpawning, is of a fort of
dappled or waved colour ; his fides incli-.
ning to a greenifh and fky-colour, his bel-
ly milk white, and’his back almoft black.
These little fith are all without fcales,
but for excellency of tafte may be com-
pared with any of the larger fized. They
are ufually full of eggs or fpawn all the
fummer
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fummer months; for they bred often, and
quickly arrive at their full grdwth and per-
fection. Their numerous-and fréquent
breeding is very neceflary on account of

their being a prey and baits:for other fith,

He is a very eager biter at a_fmall
worm; and, in hot weather, makes ex-
cellent fport for-young anglers, boys, or
women that love the recreation. He ap-
pears firft in Marth, and continues to Mi»*
chaelmas, and then betakes himfelt to
mud, weeds, or wood in the rivers, to
fecure himfelf from foeds and fifhes of
- prey. :

His biting time is from an hour- after
fun-rifing, till an hour before fun fetting.
His chief bait is a fmall worm, either at
mid-water or near the bottom. Ufe a float
in angling for him. S

HRAHAHNARP R RANAK

Of the Loacn., -~

TAHE Loach is of a delicate‘.'t'affe,
4 andvery wholefome: he breeds and -
feeds in little, clear, and fwift brooks'ﬁr'
' rils
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rills, living on the gravel, and in the
fharpeft ftreams. :

His growth is not above a finger’s
length, and his thicknefs proportionable.
He fomewhat refembles the eel in fthape;
has a beard or whattles, and a mouth
formed like the barbel ; he has two fins on
his fides, four at his belly, and one at his
tail, and is dappled with many black and
brown fpots.

Tuis fith is ufually full of eggs or
{pawn, and is efteemed very nourifhing,
and grateful to the palate and ftomach of
fick perfons.

He is to be fithed for with a very fmall
worm at the bottom, for he feldom or
never rifes above the gravel.

R IR R e RO R
Of " the BuLL-HEAD, or MILLER’s-
THUMB.

'HE Bull-head is a filh of no
plealing fhape, and refembles the

the fea-toad fith. His head is large and
flat, very difproportionable to his body ;
his mouth wide, and ufually gaping; he
has
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has no teeth, but his lips are rough like a
file: he has two fins near his gills, which
are roundith or crefted, two under his
belly, two on his back, one below the
vent, and the tail fin is round. He is
fpeckled with whitith, blackith, and
brownifh fpots.

Tuey are ;generally full of eggs or
fpawn all the fummer, which fwell their
vents almoft into the form of a dug, and
they begin to fpawn about the beginning

-of April. ,

Tuey hide themfelves in heles, or
among ftones in clear water, and are
eafily feen upon any flat ftone, and onthe
gravel, at which time the mott inexpert

- angler may take them with a fmall worm.

They are more commended for their tafte
and nourithment, than for their fhape er
beauty.

KRG SONIONK

Of the STICKLEBACK, or JACK-
SHARP.

HIS is a very fmall infignificant
filh. His body is fenced with
feveral little prickles, which- are very
o . * fharp
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fharp and pungent, and from whence he
has his name. 1 -

" Tars fith is mentioned only becaufe he
makes up one of ‘the number of frefh
water fith, being too inconfiderable to
afford -the angler any fport, unlefs it be
to ferve as a bait for a trout, to be ufed
with a fwivel line, for which purpofe heis
cqually good as the. minnow.

H#-*#—###@-###-#—%#»&#@

Of the LAMPREY.

HIS fith comés up out of the falt

water about the fame time as the
fhad, and is of lictle fervice b the diverfion
of che angler, refuﬁng all kinds of baits:
and is ufually taken in wheels or bafkets,
made of twigs, and faftened to the bot-
tom of the water for that purpofe.

Tue Lamprey may very properly be
faid to be the freth water viper; frem ths
uncommon highnefs and delicacy of his
flavour; for whxch reafon they are com-
monly fold at an exceffive price at their
firft coming . and, when ftewed or potted,
are greatly admired: by the curious, - He

E

-
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He is commonly. of the fize and length
of a large eel, but fomewhat rounder
and fuiler in the body. His back and fides
are clouded and variegated like the mac-
krel. He has a roundilh open mouth, of a
difagreeable form, though neceflary tor the
pugpofe of his fubfiftence, which is by
fution, for which reafon he has feveral
large round holes on each fide, for the
reception and emiffion of water. They are
very plentiful in the Severn about Glou-
cefter and upwards, as-far as Woscefter.

THERE is another fort, which are com-
manly taken about November, called
Lamperns, which are exaltly of the fame
form and fhape, but much lefs, not ex-
ceeding, the thicknefs of one’s thumb:
they are generally thought to differ from
the Lamprey in the fame manner as :the
famlet does from the falmony -« . . ;

S J U R

- Of- the Suap., !
PR S SV BT |

HE Shad is a filh that comes up
out of the falt water early in the

fpring into the large rivers that have a
: commu-
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communigation with the fea, and is very
differently efteemed according te the rivers
he comes into. Inthe Severnjhe is a very
delicious good fifh, efpecially the large
ones, and, by fome, not reckoned inferior
to the falmon: whereas in the Thames,
about London, he is difregarded as a

coarfe fith, good fer little, except the

brightnefs of his fcales, which are fre-
quently made into necklaces, pretty near
the refemblance of pearl.

- HEe has a fmall head in proportion te his
fize ; athick back, and a deep broad body
growing taper towards the tail: and is in
feafcn from the time of his coming up till
the middle of May, when the heat of the
weather makes him lean and full of fmall
bones. ' ‘

" - He affords the angler no fport, taking
no bait that I know of, otherwife would

have deferved a defcription among the beft -

kinds of fith. There is an inftance of a
gentleman who caught one with an artifi-
cial fly in the river Teme, near Worcefter,
but I imagine he took it more out of wan-
 tonnefs than hunger.

OF
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With DireQions for making th;
ARTIFICIAL FLY.

AM now come to the moft enter-
I taining and delightful part of the
fportfman’s  diverfion, Fly-fithing 3 of
which nothing can be faid-too much in
commendation. If the other branches of
.angling_are both pleafapt and profitable,
this is much more 'lg(; ‘on many-accotints.. I
is the cleaneft and héatcft that can poffibly
be imagined, being quite free from the
trouble of baiting your hook, or fouling
your fingers.. The exercife it requires
you to take is moderate and gentle, not
 being confined lohg: to any one part of the
river; but maving from ftream to ftream.
The fith that are caught in this manner,
are of the beft and moft delicate forts,

~ ~ and
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and when the weather aod water are favour-
able, commonly in large numbers. Even
the preparation of the materials for the
artificial fly, and the {kill and contrivance
in making them, and comparing them
with the natural, is a very pleafant amufe-
ment. The manner of the fifkes. taking
them, which is by rifing to the top of the
water, and. fometimes out of it, gives the
angler a very agreeable furprife, and the
length. of the’ line, greatly .adds. ro .the
pleafure of tiring and killing them after
they are hooked. Butl ha[’(cn to the art
itfelf.

§m>£ﬁw>w<ww<xm

i

Of tﬁe feveral Sorts. qf FLIES, and :
: tbm" SBAsoNs., e 1

THE ‘Red By, Black Guat, l

Blue dun FI . . Black Caterpillar Fl

-Brown Fly... . Iron-blue Fly. . - ;
:Cow-dun Pb. D Sallyf Fly,i...v. « |
* Stone Fly. . . :Canom, on, Down-btll |
Granam F{y. . Fly. . ,‘
Spider Fly. = . - Sbmx Fly. - - |
Mgy
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May Fly. -« LargeRed Am. : *
Gray Drake. - Large Black Ant.
Orl Fly. - . Wellbmar’s Buttop,
Sky-coloured Blue Fly. Little Red Ant.
Gadis Fly. . Little: Black Ant.
Fern Fly. : . Little Whirling Blye,

- Red Spinner. . Little Pale Bine,
Blue Gnat. Willew Fly:

Tuese are all very tempting and cer-
tain Flies, which the angler may depend
upon for fport, and which I fhall prefently
defcribe in their regular feafons. There
are many other- Flies taken notice of in
fome treatifes of angling, which may pof-
bly be of ufe in fome rivers; the principal
of which T fhall juft mention to fatisfy the
curiofiity of my brother anglers; but [
never think it worth while to make any of
them artificially.

Tke Dun fly. Dark drake fiy.
Ruddy fiy. ‘Dark brown fly. .
Black fly-. -~ Prime dun fly.
Sandy-yellow fly. ~ Black May palmer
Moorifh fly. worm. -
Twine fly. Camlet fly.

Wafp fly. Oak fiy.

Shell fy. » Ow! fly. B
: , rown
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Browngnat. - Hearth fiy.
Green fbining flefb fiy. Badger fly.
Harry long legs. Yellow-dun fiy.

Tuese are mentioned, as I faid, only
for curiofity or varicty ; therefore, I
proceed to the defcription of thofe in
my firft catalogue.

A DA I A AR

The RED FLY.

OMES down the latter end of
Fetruary, and continues till the
middle of March. : ,
- He is made of a dark drake’s fea-
ther; and the body of a red hackle,
and the red part of a fquirrel’s fur,
He has four wings, and they lye flac
on his back.
He comes on very plentifully in cold
ftormy days.

The
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NN CEAKAKAA N

The BrLue-puN Fryvy.

OMES down in the beginning of
March; and will kill fith, in the
forenoon, till the middle of April. '
He is made of a blue duck’s feather, -
or ftarling’s wing, with a -blue cock’s
hackle; the dubbing, yellow mohair,
mixed with the blue tur of a fox.

As he fwims down the water, his wings
ftand upright on his back: his tail is
forked, and of the colour of his wings.
He comes down about ten o’clock, and
continues till twelve, in great quantities:
but is always thickeft on the water in
cloudy gloomy days. =~ ,

You may fifh with a worm in the morn-
ing till the flies come down, which will
not vary above half an hour, or an hour,
from the time mentioned ; and then, if
the water be in order for the fly, is your
time to begin to ufe it.

The
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PREL SR TES SR

The BRownN FLY, or DuN DRAKE.

EGINS to come down about the

middle of March, and continue till
the middle of April if the weather be
favourable.

He is made of a partridge or pheafant’s
feathcr, the bady of a partridge’s hackle,
with haig’s fur-under it, ribbed with yel-
lowfilk.: This fly was formerly made of
3 dun drakes.feather, with hare’s fur only;
which, in my opinion, is not the colour

" of the fly. .

THE red ﬂy, the blue ﬁy, and the -
Brown Fly, frequently appear upon the
water all at one time; but there is no
neceflity of fithing with the red fly after
they have tafted the bluefly. " They take
the blue fly in a morning, 1ill the Brown
Fly comes on, which he does about eleven,
and then they take the Brown till two or
three o’clock. In this order they continue
till the latter end of the month.

THerE are four or five forts of flies in
April which I fhall mention immediately ;
only obferve in general, that the fly which

comes
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comes firft according to the month, is the
firft fly that is to be ufed that day, and
then you will fee the other flies coming
on according to their time; and you may
obferve the fith take the former, and leave
the latter, Thus they continue their fuc-
ceffion in their feveral days, weeks, and
months. ' '

EEANTDK CFANTDEEANSDCTAND K EAND

The Cow-pung FLv,

NOMES on about the middle of
March, and continues till the lat-
ter end of April, but it is not to be fithed
with unlefs it be a cold windy day. .
His wings are made with the blue
feather of a hen tipped with yellow; they
lie flac on his back : his body is made of
lemon colour’d mohair, with a yellow
feather about it.
He is to be made in the fame form as
the large horfe anc fly.

F The
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' The SToNE FuLyvy, -

' C OMES in the beginning of April,
: and continues to the latter end of

May. He is chiefly to be fithed with from
about the break of day till feven in the
morning: likewife from feven in the even-
ifig all night long (if thought :proper) ei-
ther in the natural or artificial way.

THey are found in little ftony breoks,
and muft be fithed with (in the natural
ay) upon 2 fmall worm hook, and drawn
upon the fhank of it, with a line about a
yard longer than the rod, and ulcd in a
middle water.

ThHuis fly is made of the browp feather
of ahen. Hisbelly is of adirty yellow,
and - his back of the dark brown. His body
is- made of a yellow or brown fpaniel’s
hair, or Mohair, with the grizzled hackle
of a cock round it.

#* Tuis fly, natural or artxﬁcnal, is to
be fithed with in deep rapid ftreams.

|
_1
|

»: . 'r‘) 'i Tb‘ ’
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The GRANAM FLY, or GREEN
Tarc.

T H IS fly comes about the beginning -
of April, if the weather be mild%

they appear upon the water in great quan-
tities in bright mornings; but in cold
ftormy days there are but few of them to
be feen: and then is the time to ufe the
brown fly. The Granam Fly is tender,
and unable to endure the cold; its
continuance on the water is not above

week or ninedays. = -

‘Tuis fly is made of a feather out of the
wing of a_pheafant, which is full of fine -
fhades, refembling the wings of this fly,
‘which lie flat on his back as he fwims
down the water: his body is made of the
black part of hare’s fur, with a peacock’s
harl over it, and the grizzled hackle of a
cock wrapped twice round, under the butt
of the wings.

Some frequently make this fly witha
green tail, which I could never find to be
of any fervice. The green tail fly is the
female, which lofes its tail as foon as it

: F2 - lights
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lights upon the water. I take this to be
the egg of the fly, for I have caught two
of them which have been joined together,
and put them into a box for twenty-four

hours: upon opening the box, 1 found |

they were parted, and that one of them
had a fmall Jump of green at its tail, about
the bignefs of a pin’s head; this I kept
twelve hours longer, when the green part
came from jt Jike an egg. ' This induces
e to thiok itis the female fly; and I pre-
?a,me that moft other flies breed after the
fame manngr.

B ) .

-

The SPipER FLvy,

C OMES about the middle of April,

if it be a favourable fpring.

" I'me wings are made of a woodcock’s
feather, that lies upder the butt ¢end of the
wing; the body of lead-coloured filk,
with a black cock’s hackle wrapped twice
or thrice roynd : the body muft be made
in the thape of the ant fly.

- ‘THis.fly appears jn bright and warm
days, and comes out of beds of gravel t}:ly
the

|
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the water.fide, where you may find them in
bunches from the middle to the latter end
of the month, in warm fun-fhining days
but in cold and ftormy weather they dif- -
appear.

Durinc theis feafon, they- are foand
covered up in beds' of gravel; and all
engendering; in ordcr for their produé’tnon
next year.

ThHis fly is never feen in any month of
thc year but Apnl

The Biack. GNa% |

H% ms to ampa: at»out the nug!’

His wmg is to be made’of & Tlight fkyd
coloured blue hacxlc 5 thc body ot an
oftridge’s feattier, ~

Tuis gnat is to Bc bled 1 in cold ﬁormy
days, and continues tlll the lattcr end of
May AR ERES A REN:
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The BLack CATERPILLER FLy,

OMES about the tmddlc of April,
if the weather be warm.

His wings are made of a ;ay ’s feather,
one part blue and the other part black;
and his body of a feather eut of the top of
a plover, with a dark hackle over it.. The
body of this fly is of a fine fhag like vel-
vet, which the plover’s feather makes
incomparably well. - -

He continues till the middle of May,
and is to be fithed with after warm morn-

ings, provided there come winds and

clouds ; for then they grow weak for want
of the fun, ‘and fall upon the watet‘m
great numbcr .

AR

x@x&*@%mé&%é*&x%m@x

" 9% LiTTLE IroN BLuk Fry,

EIGINS to come down early in
May, and is in greateft perfetion
abcut the middle of the month. There

are
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are few of them to be feen in warm or hot
weather, but in cold or ftormy days thcy
come in great quantities.

Tae wing of this fly is made of a cor-
morant’s feather that lies under the wing,
_ in the fame form as thofe of a goofe: the
body is made with the furr of a wount or
mole, or racher a water-rat’s furr, if you
can have it, ribbed with yellow- filk, and
a grizzle hackle wrapped twice or thrice
round. His wings ftand upright on his
back, with a little forked tail. -

Tais fly is greatly admired by the gray-
ling ; and continuds from the middle of

May to the middle of June

VM‘&‘ANW: o~
‘ 3

The YELLOow SALLY FLY,

PPEARS about the middle of

May, and continues till the latter

end of the fame month. :
His wings are made of a yexlow cock

hackle, by reafon of its thining gloffinefs,

* which no dyed colour can come up to; .lig
has four wings which lic flat upon his back}

. F4 his
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his body is made with yellow dubbing,
mixed with dark brown fur, and a yellow
hackle round it.

THis fly, the canon fly, and the thorn
fly, are the three flies that prepare the fith
to look for the yellow cadow, or May fly.

: " " ' i a PGP Nal gl . . ’
ROAR R RN AR RN

Tl;e Canon FLrLvy,

¢ VOMES down about a fortnight in
May, and is an éxceeding good fly
~ fer bobbing at the bufh in the natural way,
or for the long line in the artificial. He
continue$ till thé yellow cadow comeés
down, and is to be found on the butts of
oaks, and other trees near the water-fide,
with his head commonly downwards for
which reafon he has generally obtained the
name of thé Down-hiil fly. o
-~ His wings are made o¥ a fedther out of
a woodcock’s wing; and his body of a
bittein’s feather. L ,
, THis fly (as I have lately béen informed
by a gentleman 6f veracity) is bred in the
balls that grow on the boughs of large
- oaks,
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oaks, commonly called oak-apples: this’
te accidentally diftovered by operfing fevee.
ral of thefe balis,’ gbd'iat tiad been gatlicfed‘»
ih the winter, and brought inte the houfe)’
in each of which he found the Canon Fly «
fome of ther, "Belng 'enlivened by the
warmth ef the room, immediately took’
flight, and fixed in the window with the
head downwards, the pofition they obferve
in the trees. S S

)
Y PR

A AN A O A AN

ffbe S H‘O RN F'F LY.

PP LSty comes about he fume
time with ,thc)'fgrmer and continues
till the middle of June.” Heis frequently

found in mowingof grafs, and a hufk
wing of a dark_ brown colour, with fine
clear blue wings underpeath, which he
makes ufe of in his flight. =~ '
- Tuis flyis of the caterpiller kind: the
female fly is of 'a'dull red. “They arein
the greateft perfection about mowing time,
for after the grafs is cut few are to be feen,
It is askilling a fly as any I know till the
May fly comes in, yet has been taken but
F 5 very
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very little notice of by anglers, though it
is the only fly to fith with in the forenoon,

before the yellow cadow comes down. His

continuance on the water is the fame as the
yellow cadow.” = =

. THe wings of tl;ié fly are made of aja‘y’s:'

feather, taken out of the wing, mixed
with a listle black and blue ; and the body
is made of fleth-coloured filk, and a red
hackle about it. " - L

Turs fly will never fail killing fith, if
the water be in order,

e e

The May Fry,'or YELLOW
S Capow. ’ -

E comes down the water about a

week in May, but is not in full per-
teétion till the twentieth, or between that
and the thirtieth§ and is a prodigious kill-
ing fly, as well 'upon ftanding water as
upen ftreams, o ‘
. THE wings of this fly are made of the

feather of a grey drake dyed yellow ; the

body is made of the yellow wool of a ram
- . or

. o
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Qr wheather, ribbed with a dar.k-bx'own.
which no feather fuits fo well as the hacklg
of a bittern ; it likewife makes, the legs
very artificially ; his head, which is of a
dark-brown, is made with a peacock’s

harl : his wings ftand upright on his back
. as he fwims down the water, with a long
forked tail, made with the hair or wifks of
a fitchow. He is a very large fly, and is
to be made upon a fmall worm-hook, of
the fize commonly called by anglers l\' 4.

Tais fly is moft plentiful in gravelly,
or ftony rivers, and but few to be feen on
dead dull waters.  He and the grey drake
. (which fuccecds him) are the fithes chief
delight above all others; for. there is no
other bait, either fly or infe@, which the,
fifh fhew themfelves at fo much or fo
boidly: they not only take them at the
top of the water, but as they come from
the bottom and fides where they are bred
in hufks, which they quit when they rife
to the top of the water.

During their feafon they are a meft
plentiful feed for birds as well -as fith.
They come upon the water about ten o’
clock, and continue to fun-fcmng,»and
though there are hundreds of flies and in-,
feGs on the river the fame day, both, ﬁfh

. . F 6 d AN .a-nd

-
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and birds will forfake them all and take
thefe.

It has been an “opinion generally re-

¢eived arhong my brother anglers, thac the
May Fly procéeds from the cod-bait ; but
I find by experience that this isaverygreat
miftake, for the codebait produces a very
different fly, call’d the cadis, or cod-bait
- fly, which I fhall prefently have occafion
* to defcribe. I have lately had an opportu-
nity of convincing fomegentlemen very cu-
rious in the art, who were of that opinion
till they had the fatisfaltion of feeing the
cadis flies produced from cod-baits: which
I fent for that purpofe about the time of
their change. The May Fly, when in
embrie, is inclofed in a longer and much
fmailer hufk, which is (harp, and pointed
at one end like a cock’s fpur.

ORI IIOIOIOK

T% GrREy DRAKE.
T HE Grey Drake comes about

a week or nine days after ‘the
former, if the weather be cool; but if it
be hot and fultry, he will be on in two or

three
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three days after the yellow fly: but you
muft not mind him, to fith-with him, ill
four or five days after hé is come, except
it be in theé evenings, from fi% o’clock e
fun-fetting, For, though the fifh take the
yellow one very well in the former part of
the day, yet when they come onin great
quantities in the evenings, they will not
touch them. R

In filhing with this fly, you muft en,
deavour to imitate the riﬁ);lg and falling of
-him upon’the water, for he never fwims fo -
regularly as the yellow one, butis geme-.
rally in motion, frifking up and down;
for which reafon he is, in fome places,
called the Tile-up fly. L

SoMe are of opinion that this is a very’
difficult fly to make; but, I think, it is
not fo difficult to make him as to fith with
him after he is made: therefore, if poffible,
caft your line fo as to drop directly over the
fithes head, which will beft refemble the
method of this fly’s dropping on the water,
when the fith immediately fly at him: all
other flies fhould be thrown a yard about:
the head of the fith, becaufe they all fwim
gradually down the water.

. TrE wings of this fly are made with part

- of a grey drake’s feather, mixed with the

. ' grey
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grey part of a widgeon’s feather: the
body is beft made of a fine oaten ftraw,
becaufe it is leaft liable to change its colour.
Several make it with white cotton, but if
you make it thus, there muft be a good
deal of filver twift with it. Befure you
rib it very thick towards the tail with the
the dark hackle of a bittern, and leave the
body clear towards the but end of the wing,
His tail is three forked, about an inch and -
a half long, and is made with the long
hairs or wilks of a fitchow’s tail : his head’
is of a dark brown, and made of a pea-
cock’s harl.

+ THe male and female fly of the yellow
fort are both of the fame colour, but of the
grey are fomewhat different: the female
is beft made of the oaten ftraw, with a
light grey drake’s feather for the wing;
and the male with moft of the widgeon’s
feather for the wing, and the body of fil-
ver twift with a little cotton.

Since I entered upon this work, the
following ingenious account of this fly has
been communicated to me, by a gentleman
who is a.very accurate obferver of the
productions of natuse; which, as it may
be matter of curiofity and entertainment to

- - - "omc .
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fome of my readers, I fhall here give it
them, as briefly, and as near his own’
words as I can. - : o
‘I 'mapPeNED to walk by the river-fide
at that feafon of the year when the May:
flies, (he means the grey fort) which area
fpecies-of the libella, come up out of the
water, where they lie in their hutks for a
confiderable time, at thé bottom or fides
of rivers, near the likenefs of the nymph
of the ¢ommon fmall libella ; but when it
i$ mature it fplits open its cafe, and then,
with great agility, up {prings the new little
~ animal, with a flender body, four blackith,
- veined, tranfparent wings, the upper ones
having four black fpots, and being much
larger than the under ones; and three
long hairs initstail.  The hufks which are
left behind float innumerable upon the
water. : - :
It feemed to me to be a fpecies of ephe-
meron, and I imagined it to be the fame
infect defcribed by Goodart and Swammer-
‘dam: bur a few days convinced me of the
coatrary, for I foon found them to be of
longer duration than theirs. o
* Tue firftbufinefs of thiscreature, after he
is difengaged from the water, is tolook out
for a proper place to fixon, to wait another
Lot e ~furpriling

Google

3.
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furprifing change, which is effeted in two
or three days. Th;e'c firtt hint I received of
this operation was feeing the exuviz hang-
ing upon a hedge: 1 thep colleéted a gr?:%.t
pumber of the jnfe&ts,. and putthem into
boxes, and by firictly obferving them, I
could tel! when they were ready to put off
their clpaths, though but fo lately put on.
1 had the pleafure to fhew.my friends one
that I held on my finger all the while it
performed this great work, 1t'was furprif-
ing to fee how eafily the back part of the
fly fplit open and produced the new birth,
which I could not perceive partook any
thing of its parent, but left head, body,
wings, and even ifs three hair’d tail behind
aon the cafe, . After it has repofed itfeif a-

while it flies to feek its mate. =+ -

In the new fly a remarkable difference
is feen in the fexes, which [ could not fo
eafily perceive in the firlt ftate;; the male
and female being then much of |a fize, but
aow the male was much the {malleft, and
the hairs in his tail longeff. .

I was very careful to fee if I could dif-
cover them engendering; but all that 1
find was, that the males feparated and
keeping under cover of the trees remote
from the river: hither the fentales refbrted,
" ) . and

¢
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and mixed with them in their fight (gf‘eat
numbers together) with a very - biilk mo-
tion ; darting at one another, when they

met, "with great vigour, juft as houfe ﬂxeg
will doin a funny reomi.” This they con-
tinved to do for many houl‘s, and thi$
feemed their, way ‘of coition, whxch muft
be quick, and foon perfdrmed; as they are
of fhott duration. ~When the females
were impregnated, they left the company
ot the males, and fought the river, con-
ftantly playing up and down on the watef,
It was very plainly feen every time théy
darted down they ejeted a clufter of eggs,
which feemed a palc blueifh fpeck, Ii c4
fmall drop of milk, as it dcfcended in the
water; then, by the Help'of theit tail, theg
fprmo up again, and defcend ag i 5 an

thus contmue, nll they have exhauﬁed eit

Rock of epg , and fhent, thieir ftrehgalf

being fo weik: thit ih éaxﬂ'i& no' 1 1oré’
but fall a prey to thqg hy beie i th&
greatc{t nuniber perith o the waters)
which are covéred with them This & th
énd of the femdles, - The males nevef rél
fort t the tivers, as { could percéive; bl
after they Have done thejr b’ﬂféc, diog
down, langith, - ahd- die ﬁndtr ch treéé
and bufhes. I

Fa
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. 1 obferved that the females were moft
numerous, which is very neceflary, confi-
dering the many enemies they have during
the thort time of their exiftence, for both
birds and fith are very fond of them ; and,
no doubt, under water they are a food for
fmall aquatic infe&s. ~ - :

WhaT is further remarkable in this fur-
prifing creature is, that in a life of aifew
days it eats nothing, feems to have no ap-
paratus for that purpofe, but brings up
with it out of the water, fufficient fupport
to enable it to thed its fkin, and perform
the principal end of its life with great
vivacity. ,
 Tue particular time when I obferved
them very numerous and fportive, was on
the 26th of May, about 6 o’clock in the
evening. It was a.fight very furprifing

and entertaining, to fee the river teeming

with_innumerable pretty, nimble, flying
infc@s,and almoft every thing near covered

with them. When I lopked up into the air, =

it wastullof themas highas1 could difcern:

being fo thick and always moving, they ap-
ared as when one looks up and fees fnow

coming down.- This wonderful fight, in

three or four days after the end of May,

totally difappeared. =~ 7

\ e
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The ORLE Fry.

OMES down: the latter end of

May, or the béginning of i Juae,
and centinués'till the latter end of June,
and is the beft'fly to fifhi with. after the
May flies are gone.

Tue wings of this fy are made of a
dark grizzel’d cock’s hackle ; his body of
a peacock’s harl, with very dark_red Gilk.
He has four wings, which lie flat cn his
back as he fwims down the water.

- THis, fly is to be filhed with in the
warmeft weather, and you may ufe it with
fuccefs from ‘ten ol¢lock’ till* four jn the
afternoon, at which time the fith lca\ve off
:,hd Orle Fly and take the fky-colouwd

lue. LN T P

"':/" “;’:,mu
Wﬁazmzz

. The' 83:?-4:01.00&31: Bf.vn FI'.Y, i

S on at the fame fcafon wnlhxhc for-

‘mer, ‘but never appears in thc cvcmng,
alter a very hot day. . '
U Hig
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.. His wings are made of the feather of a
light blue hen, with a yellowith glofs: the
body feems, as he flies, of a bright yel-
low; butis made of a light blue fur, mixed
-with a bright yellow, with a fi]ver griz-
zel’d hackle qver it. o

" This fly comes on about the middle of
jI‘une, and continues till ;the middle. of
uly. T :

L EE PP E P 2

VYR . oo ! fe
.. The CADp1s FLrLyY, .. :

Y X7 HICH I before mentioned
. - to préceed from , the cod-bait,
begins to come about a: week in, Junes
and is a large fly, having four pale-yellaw
wings, all of one colour, and a pale yel-
low body, ribbed with dark brown.

. Tue wings are made of ‘a yellow Hen’
feather: the body, of a buff-colour yel-
log: fiitr,.ribbed with dark bsawn: filk; and
a yellow hackle three times round.
“UThHis Ay clntintied tiH dboui'a week
July'- béford ‘they ‘are' all ' pone; - and

to be fithed with as the clearing of the wx-
s ter,
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ter, after it has been difcoloured, when no
othet fly will do fo well. :

Tre dwelling place of this llttle crea-
ture, whilein the ftate of a grub, is reatly
to be admired;. being a fmallB
curioufly wrought on the outfide. w:th
fmall bits of gravel and flime, after the
manner of ftucco work. The grub hfel
is a very-choiee bait at bottom thmg, as
wxll bc H-newn hereafter.

(‘*’)-#(‘KM*’)'H*({W%)

Th FERN FLvy.

T HE Fern Fly comes in about
the latter end of June, and does
not continue above a week. He has four
wings that ftand upright on his back.

His wmgs and body are made of a
woodcock’s feather, ribbed thh orangc
coloured filk.

He is to be fithed with in a mornmg,
the firft of any fly, till abot eleven o’clock,
and then you may change your fly accord-
ing to the brightnefs or dullnefs of the
day, for there are many ﬁxes on at that

time.
The
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‘The RED SPINNER.

E comes down the beginning of
.July, and continues till che middle
oif that month. =~
" Heis to be fithed with only in the
evenings of very hot days.
Tue wings are made of a grey drake’s
feather, lightly tinged witha yellow glofs ;

the body is made of a gold twift, witha -

red hackle over it.
SRS R SRR IR,

The BLUE GNAT,
PPEARS at the fame time as the
red fpinner. :
IT does not-avail to fith with him, un-
Jefs the water be very low and fine; and
then, in hot weather he is fometimes taken
wvery eagerly. o
_ Tue wings of this gnat are made of a
light blue cock’s-hackle, the body of the
blue furr of a fox mixed withfome yellow.
The

|
|
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WO OO OB

The Larce Rep ANT Fry,

- S well as the black, comes in abort
the middle of June, it the weather
be hot, and continues for about a week or
nine days. Obferve that thefe two Ant
Flies that come firft, are the large horfe
ants. :
Tue wings of this Red Fly are made of .
a feather out of the wing of a ftarling, of
a dufky coleur : the body of hog’s down,
died of an amber colour. He muft be
made very large at - the tail, -and fmall
towards the wing: with a red cock’s
hackle wrapped twice round under the
butt end of the wing.

The LARGE BLA.CK AnT Frv, :

OMES down at the fame time

as the red one. ‘
‘Tue wings of this fly are made of the
lighteft {ky-coloured blue feather you can

get,
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get, and of the greateft glofs; of which
xwill be difficult to find any that can
come up to the natural wing: the body is
made of an oftridge’s black feather, and a
black cock’s hackle wrapped twice round
ynder the wing. This fly is to be made
ip, the fame form as the red ome.

b

B L s e e

The WELSHMAN's BuTTON.

< H E Welthman's Button, or Hazle
Fly, comes in the latter end of
%x}l . It hasan outer hufky wing, and a
mall blue onc underit ; and is round as a
button, from whence it has its name.

Tuey are found upon hazle-trees. and
fern buthes ; and as foon as the buthes are
touched they dropdown. They areas good
for hobbing at the bufh in this month, as
the canon, or down hill fly is in May.

Tue wing is made of a dark hackle
feather of a pheafant; and the body of
the dark part of camel’s hair.

The
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The. LitTreE REp and BrLack
' ANT FLIES.

TVHEY come down the beginning:

l of Auguft; but very: feldlom: ap-:
pear on the water till between one and
tour in the afternoon. ,

THey are made of the fame materials
that the large -ones are, and in the fame
fhape, but only half fo large.

T A 22 A T N i

The LitTLE WHIRLING BLUE.

YO MES down the beginning of
C Auguft, and coritinues about a
fortnighe. v

THEe wings are made of the blue fea-
ther of a fea-gull; and the bedy of the
red parg of a fquirrel’s fuer, ribbed with
yellow, and a red hackle over it.

This fly is only to be ufed in the even-
ing, and in warm weather

_G . The
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~The LitTLE PALE BLUE.
H E comes down the begmmng of
dle

Auguft, and continues.till the mid-

of September. It is a fly that the

graylings geeatly admire, which are in

perfection at this fcafon, and afford the
apgler-much fport.

- The wings ot this fly are made of the
llghteﬁ blue feather of a fea-fwallow: the
body is made of the blueft part of a fox’s
furr,wnth a very little yellow mohair mixed
with it, .ribbed with a ftraw-coloured
filk, and afine pale-bluc hackle over it.

Tris fy continues till the willow Ay
comes, and afterwards tili the weather
grows cold.

SO SO 20 oxe

The WiIiLLOW 'FVL Y.
TH IS fly comes on the middle of

Auguft, or fometimes fooner, .and
coutinues till the dun l:lue comcs again.
He

|

N e ——— " — . —
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He ‘has four wings which lie flat on his
back;: his belly of a dirty yellow, and his’
- back of a dark brown, =~~~ ' |

 His wings are made of a dun cock’s
hackle a little freckled 3 his Body of fquir-
rel’s furr, 1ibbed with yellow filk, and:
covered lightly” with the fame coloured
hackle as the wings. : s

In:cold ftormy. ddys you rauft chiefly’
ufe thig fly; butin' warm gloomy days you'
muft fith with the pale blue, and thefe two
flies carry out the feafon for fly-fithing.

From the latter end of May till the
beginning of Auguft, ycu will find fife
teen or fixteen different forts of ghats and,
flies on' the water evéry ‘day : and then;, if
the weather be warm, you muft obferve ie’
as a general rule, to fith with the firft fly
that comes ‘on in a morning ; and then
you will fee the other flies coming down
gradually :"and, as the fith leave off ‘one’
and 'také ancther you ! muft' vary yourfly
according to° your difcretion and’ obférva-
tion. Frorh about the middle of Auguft
you will find moft of the other flies fall off,
except the little whirling blue, the pale, -
biue, the willow fly, and fome fmall
g’qna‘ts’}th'a.t“a:"c*‘bf little or no fignification é
LT B b an
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and thefe t'hré’e autumn flies I reckon to be
of{gqpa! value to the three firft fpring flies,

viz. the red fly, the blue dun, and the:

brown drake. In théfe two feafons, if the

- 4

weather and water be favourable, you will

fi:\ﬂ,yéur fport more’ regular and certain
than in ‘the hotter months; one reafon of .

-which, among others, is, :hatin the hot-
ter menths the rivers abound with a great
varisty of linfelts, which makes the fith
more difficult to’ be taken; and in the
. fpring you have the advantage of having
the river fuller of fith, betore they are dit-
turbed with nets, &c. ,

S T .

- Tue flies that I have menrioned, are
found_on “all rivers that ever I was ac-
quainted with; only the May fly and grey

dra®e are.mych more fcarce on fome rivers

than others; and thercfore, whese they
are fcarce, and the fifh nbt well acquaint-
~ ed with them, "lefs fport is to be expe@ted
than w};shth,ey are plenciful. It is com-
monly faid, that Rics” differ according to
the rivers, but I will be bold to fay they

ate all alike in their kinds, fome little dif-’

ference there ‘may poffibly be in their eo-
lours, ‘arifing from’ the nature of the fuil
- thipugh which the rivers run,. or from the

B T O R ence
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“differeice’ of ‘nien's'faricies; but if every
river was to_produce differént forts gf‘ flies
and inféQs; there would be 'a houfand
times 'more than there are. 2 ;
Thrus have [ given a full account of
all the flies and gnats that are moft ne.
Ceflary for ‘anglidg, excépt two falinon
fies, viz.
Tbe Dragon Fly, and Peacock Fly;
@dd tho nigheflics, vik. - 0 4
The Brodon- Fb', And White Fly;

which yet remain to be defcribed.
A FAANO B ORANARAK
i 4 -‘7'~~, ,4;‘-§ ',fﬁ“' :
'ﬂ‘Zé: DrRacoN.Fry. . :
P Y E feeds on fmial infeds fcarce dif-
& L cernable t6 the naked eye, greac
numbers of which I have taken out 'o%rt e
éuth of one thefe flies : they catch them
it ‘the fanie'mariner that fwallows do, by
flying at them. e
THe head of this fly is almoft all eyes ;
he has four wings of a dark brownifh co-

lour, and his body is of the fame. The
Gs bodies
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bodies. of fome of them ar¢ two inches

and a half long. ,

" This fly comes in_about the middle of
‘May, and continues to the latter end of
June.

oo T T ,){}%. PR ,,'vj

The KING-FISHER, or PEA-
. cock Fry..

i HIS fly feeds on the fame infects
with the former.

Hz is called the King-fither from the
beautifulnefs of his colour; but I fhould
think the Peaeock Fly to be the moft pro-
per name Por him, tor thert can be no-
thing fo like the wings and body ~of; this
fly, as.the feather that grows on the gpieck
- of apeacaek. .. . T,
.- He .comgs in, abgut, the rﬁmg time o5
the former,, apd continyes thige-weeks of
a month longer. .

1 M.
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3 5 LR OO A

. Tk BrowN NicguT FLv:®

E is made of the brown feather of
a hen, and the body of the fame
*colour.
- Twuis is properly a moth, which flies
by night only : anc{is to be ufed (ifdyou
-are inclined ‘for night fithing) in a dark
gloomy night, after a warm day. Wthen
you fithin this' manner, ufe a line about a
yard longer than the rod, and put a couple
‘of maggots at the point of the hook,
which will be of great advantage to the
{fmelling part. ’ '
It will take fith both in ftreams and
ftanding waters, and you may hear them
rife in as much perfection as if you were
fithing by day. They will continue to bite
till day-break, if the night be gloomy and
cloudy; but if it be a moon-(hining or
ftar-light night, they will not ftir at thefe
‘flies, any more than they will at the day
‘fliesin a bright day. - ’ ‘

Toa
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Tbe Wuite NicuTt Fry.

\HIS fly js, in my opinisn, the
_ betft of the twa. _ _
He is made of the white owl’s feather,
on account of the foftnefs of it, upen a
middle fized worm hook ; the body of the
fame colour as the wings, and as big as a
very large wheat [traw.
" He is In perfection about the latter end
_"of May, and continues ill the Jatter end of
June; when, if you fet cut with an interit
of killing a dith of fih in the day, and
fail of fuccefs, you may be fure of taking
-them at night, if you are {o difpafed, and
“this night 8y 1s on the water.

- Havine now given an accouat of the
principal flies requifite to furnith out the
diverfion of anglers; with their feveral
feafons, and the properelt materials for
forming them 5 it will be neceffary, before
I conclude the fubje&t of Fly-Afhing, to
lay down the beft diretions I am able for

making the artificial fly.
' The
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Tbe Manner of Making and Ufing the
- - . ArtrrFiciar Fiv.. -
[ X 7 HEN you make an artificial fly,

_ you muft, in the frft place, make
choice of a hoek propottionable to the fly .
you intend : this muft be whipped on
to your Indian grafs, gut, or hair, in

the fame manner you would whip 'on a
worni hook, only obferving, that inftead
of faftening near the bead of the hook, (as
is ufual in the other way) you muft faften
your filk near the top of the thank, and
let it remain.  Then taking. ds much fea-
ther as is neceffary for the wings, lay it as.
even as-you can upon;the upper fide of the
fhank, with the butt end of the feather
downwards, towards the bend of the hook,
and tye it faft three or four times round
with the filk: then, with a pin or needle,
divide the wings as equal as. yau can, .
and ‘taking your filk, crofs .it three or
fqur times between them, bringing the filk
&ill downwards, towards the bend of the -
hook: then taking. your hackle feather,.
tic it faft at thebend of the hook with the
i G5  point

-
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point of the hackle upwards. Next, your
fugr or dubbing being ready, (which is to

make the body of the fly) take a lictle of it

and twift it gently reund your filk, and
work it upwards towards the butvend of-
the wings, and there .faften it: .then take

your hackle, rib it neatly over the dubbing,

and faften it; then bending the wings,
and putting théminto the form you delign,

bring 6n tae butt end of: your hackle to-

wards, the head, and thereifaften it irm:
then raking a bit of dubbing.or furr, as
near the colour of the head of the ily as you

can, whip it twice of thrice round with the

filk, and then: fatten it juft abeve ihe

wings: fo your fly is compleated.” -

"1 conrEss no directions can: well ‘be
given for making a fy, the way of doing
it fometimes varying according to the fiy
you make ufe of, or according to'the fan-
cy of the artift; yet thefe rules, with a
little pra&ice,. will in fome meafure affift
an ingenious angler ; but to fee a fly made
by a fkillful aruft is the beft manner -of
Jearning. It is alfo very neceflary, as you
walk by the river, to take noitce of the par- .
ticular kind of fly the trouts leap at, then
catching one of them, and having'a bag of
materials ready provided for the purpote,

: . ,«'.'.:“,.‘t";y’,

)
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try how near art can imitate nature, and
though you fail at firft, yet by diligent ob-
fervation arid experience you will foon ar-~
rive at perte¢tion, and take a particular
pleafure 1n fly-making.

* THe art of manmaging your rod and
throwing vour fly is no more to be learned
by rules than that of making him; only I
would advife the young fportfman, never
to encumber himfelt with too 'much line,
no longer at molt than the breadth of the
river he fithes in. In raifing your line,
obferve to wave your rod a little round
your head, rather than bring it diretly
backwaids and rake care not to make a .
return of your line till it has gone to its
full length behind you: otherwife you
will be very apt to whip off your fly.
T he greateft fkill is to make your line fall
as hightiy as pofiible on the water, efpe-

- cially in fir ooth gliding ftreams, for if it
falls heavy, fo as to dafh the water, you
will be fure to affright, and not catch the
fith. When you fee a fith rife at the natu-
ral fly, thebeft way is to throw ayard above

+him, rather than diretly over his head,
and let the fly move gently towards him,
by!which means you will fhew it him more
naturally, and he will be the more tempt-

‘ G6 ed
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ed to take it. But nothing . except your
own experienceand practice can make you
a mafter in this art, fo as ta throw exactly
behind trees and bufhes into holes and
curls of the water, for there the beft fith
commonly lie.

| NS ERANSRaRANGR K st aBN St
IS e T e e
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BOTTOM-FISHING.

The COD-BAIT.

HE Cod bait, or Cadis, is one of

the moft excellent baits for bottom
filhing, and therefore I fhall begin with it.
Tuey are found in gravelly and ftony
brooks or rivulets, and chiefly under ftones.
When you get them, you will obferve
that fome of them will ftick to the ftones,
and thefe are the ripeft and beft coloured.

When you have got.as many as you want,
put them into a linen bag, and after you .

have
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have tied thern up, 'dip them in the watér;”
and keepithem flve of fik days, dipping’
the bagonte a dxy} which will bring them-
fie for ufey mvaking theiy yellew, and as’
tough as earth-worms. -

To diftinguifh the feveral fotts 6f thefe’
cadis worms, to ebferve what fly each of
them is turned to, and to'know how to.
make ufe of rhem' in both (hapds,;: dre
_ things that fhew the anglérs dicef fRill.
They differ very much according to the

foil wherein they are bred, and are produ- °

ced chiefly in lictle rills that'run into larger
rivers ; therefore are’ a more proper bait

for thofe rivers than any othér. They are -

a fine bait for trout and grayling.
SEERFRRERRRGUREERE
How to Ufe the Cop-BAIT.

ABOUT a week or nine days in May
Cod-bait fithing comes in feafon ; which

“i3 the firft bait to be ufed in'a meérning,

and may be continued to the middle of the

da
)I,'r is an excellent bait ill the middle of
June, and is to beufed with & heok léaded
on.the fhmk, and the Cod~balt ‘drawn’on ..
. to
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to the top of it It,wili take in deep wa-
ters as well as mﬁreams, by moving it up
and down about nine inches or a foot frem
the bottom : this is commoniy called fink
and draw. There is another method of
filhing with Cod-bait at mid-water, but
then you muft put a canon-fly at thc
point of your hook.. '

- THis bait is as good a botttom bait as
any that I koow, if the water be clear ;
and is to be pretetred to che worm at
leaft three degrees to one, becaufe all forts
of pool fith, and even the eel are great lo-
vers of it. This bait [ always hfh with
myfelf in the morning, while the May fly
is on; and I dare-be bold to fay, there is
not any fith upon his feed that wil! refufe
it. The Cod-bait may be made artificial-
ly, and fo near to the na:ural, that, in the
water, it is impoffible to diltinguith the
one from the other,

A 'R,
;‘sx 3 "‘ :;’\ s}.‘ *}"m%&}““ ’,‘;"J ,&"\ﬂi

The GRASS-HOPPER,

Is likewife a curious fine bait, which
comes in about the latter end of June.
3 THE
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THe young ones are produced about the
niiddle of May, and are to be found on the,
joints and kriots 'of moft forts of herbs and .

rafs in the fields, in a white fermented
froth; ‘commonly’ called cuckow’s fpit.
Here they are nourifhed for fome time,
and then drop down into the grafs, and in
about a'fortnight or three weeks time after
this they arein pérfeian. Itis a beautiful
fine bait to fith with; ‘but very tender. =~

- AFTER the legs are taken off, it is to
be drawn upon a leaded hook, in the fame -
manner as the cod-bait, and then to be
moved about a foot or nine inches from
the bottom . Your line muft be very fine
for a yard or more above the bait, confift-
ing of fingle hairs, if you have any ftrang -
enough, “or elfe of fine grafs or filk-worm
guts: the reafon why it muft be thus fine
is, on account of the quicknefs of its fink-
ing; for the quicker it finks the more
freely the fith take it o B
. “You' may begin to fith with this bait
about the middle of. June, and’ continue
morning fithing till the middle of Auguft,
if the water bein order, for which it ought
to be very fine and low. 1 have caught
with this bait, pike, trout,.grayling, pearch,
botling, roach, and dice, andam fure zl;‘a:
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all pool fith dre équally fond of it, for it is
a very. natural ?on both . to pools and
rivegs. T

,’f'(;l‘ii firtt flight of the Grafs-hoppers are
alt dead or deftroyed by the middle of
Jaly, b'l'lt—fflei leave young ones enough
behind t6 fuccéed them; thefe continue
till thé coldnefs of the weather deftroys

thém, and 'this laft flight (as I fuppofe):

Jay theif eggs in the grafs, to preferve the

fpccie;, till thé next feafon, .

L AWEX IR E XS EWEE

The "CABdAGE W o RM, or
_CAsBaceE Grus. )

AH1S is an infe& Ipréduce'd_'fr.om

. the ‘white butterfly, and may. be

found, about. the beginning. of May, on
cabbigé leaves. .
TwERE is dndther fort of grub which is
cdlled'the Sléepér, becaule he lies’ quiet
ad: concealéd in the hearts of cabbages,

J s

‘néver appearing on the outlide leaves as’
ok i bk i of &
His'belly “of a” beautiful

the’ {peckled oh
ddi Browi;

_green,

)
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.greén, finely ribbed.  This is found frdm
_'th beginning of .July to the ldtter end of
- Septembrr, in :he heéarts of cabbages : Re
. proceeds-trom the brown butcerfly, afd is
~of a harder vature than the other. . .
THERE is a third fort that is'of a dull
ygreen .colour, which -alfe lies quiet 4a the
hearts of cabbages, @nd s the kedlt'of the
three. s ‘ RN
. | have put all thefe fortsof gtubs intoa
box, and tound that they changéd into
three different forts -of Butterflies: .the
Speckled grub was the whiite. batterfly;
the Sleeper was a dark browa butterflyr;
.and the Green ohe was a light dun buttez-
fly, with two Httle circles in Ris wings ofa
different colour, refembting two eybs.. |
. Taxse arc ll the paliner wirms chiat I
kweow of which beldng to: ages.. .
. T'ne Cabbage: Grub isto de vfed . ahout
the fame time with the cod-bagt, whén 1t
will not be improper to be prepared with
them both, for the fith are as fickle in
their diet as any thing I knew, changing
their food halfa dozen times a day, bot-
. 4om and top, and fometimes they will pre- -
?cr the Cabbage Grub to the cod-bait.
You muft fith with a line the length of
the rod; the bottom of it muft be ﬁ;:e.
: "~ that
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that the bait may fink the quicker., Ufea
large fized worm-hook, very well leaded,
for it is alarge tough bait; and fith with it
in the ame manner as the cod-bait, in ftill
waters, : curls, and ftreams. It is a very
“beautiful rempting bait. o

~.: Tue frft fort .continue sill the latcer
.end.of June; and after that thereare very
few to be feen till the end of Auguft, when
- they are fucceeded, in great quantities by
«the others,: . Thele gsubs, and grafs-hop-
‘pers, -are the beft bottom baits till the lat-
:tevend of Oc¢tober, and niay. be ufed till
.twelve o’clock every morning; and then,
it you are inclined to change your bait,
you may ufe .the little pale blue Ry with
fuccefs; which the graylings .are particu- |
Jarly: fond -of 3 for, they. love to take the
Cabbage Grub-or grafs-hopper in 2 morn- |
dng, and so fport themfelves with the flies
‘in the atternoon. - - - :

Lo i
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ot
gx%§@><5}<5§<$§§>fg}<g
MINNOW-FISHING:

'OVR,;‘VV

i

. Trouling with the; Minnow.:
I FURERC ZR VA B P A

N S T PR IR

TH I8 Ipert comes in- about’ the

beginning of March, if the waer
.be fineiand low, and coantinues till the lat~
-ter-entlof Mdy.: - It is a very eager:{pdre,
dpdaniéuxcellent bait ;at:the clearing of the
water ; it is beft to be filhed with from: one
o’clock till fun-fetting, becaufe at that time
the flies and infects have drawn the fith out
upon their feed, and then they will run
very eagerly at the Minnow.

?T this fport you muft have a very
i top-rod, and a ftrong line about the
length of the rod, with a very large hook,
long in the fhank, and well covered with
lead to the bend of the hook. The min-

now



140 The ArT quncL'm'd; T
!

~how is to be dfawn upon the hook; begin-
- ping at 'the head, and the peinr. ot the |
hook to come out a little above the tail.
This is to be ufed (chiefly) in very rapid
ftreams, which help to give the Minnow 2
brifk and natural mmotion, ‘and thereby en-
‘cadrrfichle: laideticrous (P idkedr. i 0
In this way of fithing it is neceffary to
have a fwivel or two ip your line, as well |
;o Pelp a;ge Minhow to play, and turn
ree eafily, as to prevent your
link y)ﬁlo’ﬁl l‘wllélg 6r'bn'aghng cu
muft likewife obferve to draw your line |
with a pretty quick motion up the ftream;
#nd, - when: you.fee ¢he: filh fuh Gt t, as
Jyou frequéntly will, take care that yodido
oot {atch away the bait through.furprife,
.whigh-1is. a vcaution that.¢h® moft-
slericed -anglers are:not dlways fofficicncly
goarded againfts . e

: ) ¢
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MAGGOT-FISHING.

VEFORE I lay down any_direc-
_tions for ufing this bait, I fhall
give the beft dire&tivas I can for breeding .

them.
For this purpofe you are to take -a

beef’s liver,, lights, or lungs, or a (heep’s,
head (but livers are the beit). Aftericis,
- fcored with a knife, hang it up and cover,

it, but net too clofe, for the flies will blow
it better covered than hanging_in the open
air. In two or three days afier you perceive
the maggots .to be alive, take down the
liver, and put it into a barrel or large

earthen pan, ard there et it remain till:

you think the magguts are of full growth.
. Then. take a fufficient quantity of 'bran,
\ in proportion to the fize of the liver, and

'in three or focur days the fisft brood.
‘ will.come out of the liver into the bran,

{
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and there fcour themfelves. Then ia three
or four days more take a ftick and run
through the liver, and hang it acrofs the
barrel or pot, when the latter brood will
foon drop out into ‘th*’ bran, and fcour
themfelves for your ufe.

THisis the beft method ro prevent their
tutning to feemingly dead blackifh grubs,
and from thence to flies. 1have known a

fly-blow changed into the dead ftate of a.

grub, and from thence into a fly, which

has produced other flies, in the fpace of
fifteen days; but this was in the hotter -

months. '

" Ir you are willing to preferve Maggnts
all the winter, you-muft get two'or three
livers about the beginning of November
and, if it be a favourable feafon, the flies
will blow them as ftrongly as in the hotter
weather, in order to preferve rheir kind
againft the next fummer. Thefe are to be

managed in the fame manner ‘as the other,’

only kept fomewhat warmer till they come

to their full growth;-and then throw in’ a
good quantiry of bran, which will fecure

them trom froft in winter : they are to be

kept in a cellar or fomedampifly place, in
the:barrel ‘or pot-they were bred'in, - Thus
P

.
!

N
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" you may preferve them all the winter, and
at any time, if the weather will permit,
have them ready forufe. . ., - ~
I suary, in the next place, give a par--
ticular account of Maggot- Fithing, ‘which
1 look upon to be the beft kind of bait
" that ever was invented, and of moft gene-
~ ral ufe for killing fith, either in rivers or
Tas fithing comes in the beginning of
- May, and continues till after Chriftmas ;
but the befttime for taking the grayling
in rivers, is from the mi:idle of Auguft to
- November, though thefe fith are not out
~ of feafon all the winter, and will take no .
other bait, at that feafon, fo.well as the
Maggot. It is in general ta bet preferred
ten to one above any other bait that | know
~ or ever heard of, for all forts of frefh-wa-
ter fith (except falmon, pike, and fhad,)
- will feed upon this bait in a very plentiful
manner. Thereis not any fort of fith that
1 know of in the rivers Severn, Wye, and .
~ Teme, but' I have taken with this bait; '
except the three above-mentioned.  Like-
. Wile, if gentlemen. and ladies are inclined
. to angle in ponds, this bait will take carp,
-+ ténch, . pearch,  bream, .roach, . dace, gzel.;.
- c.
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&c. Itis the beft bait for quicknefs of
fport; for upon throwing in a few hand-
fulls of them, by litde.and iivle. betore
you begin to fith, you will by that means
draw the fifh together, and they. will pick
up the baits from the, bottom, juft as the
poultry will pick up their food from tte

round; fo that when you come to the
place to fifh, they will be waiting.there in
expetation of more food, and you will be
.certain of fport.

TroucH there are. feveral forts of
ground-baits and paftes recomme: ded,
tor baiting the holes where you fifth, yet
none of themn are comparable to Maggots,
which will draw all the fith upon teed
thirty or forty yards up the river. It
was formerly the practice to baic the
hook with the Maggor, and to bait the
holes with other forts of ground baits,
which, in my opinion, could afford but
little fport, for neicher trout, grayling, or
pearch will eat grains, flewed malg, paftes,
or any fuch dead baits, and therefore it is
neceffary to bait the holes with the fame
you put upon your hook; living baits,
when thrown into the water, being much
more tempting than dead ones, and make’

the
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the fith more eager. | have fometimes loft
a hook in a grayling’s mouth, and in a
minute’s time have caught the fith again,
and recovered the hook, which I found in
his mouth. : '

To confirm this, I may add what hap-
pened to fome gentlemen of great diftinc-
tion, whom l atrended a fithing in the river
near Oakley Park; who, by the clearnefs
of the water, plainly faw me draw the
graylings and other fith about me, by
throwing in, by degrees, a few handfuls of
Maggots, and diftinctly obferved theic

~ manner of feeding ; and afterwards, when

they ftruck away two hooks in two fifhes.
mouths, they took notice that thofe par-

* . ticular fith never moved out of their fight

till they hooked them again, and caught
them, each of which weighed two pounds.
This induces me to believe, there is no
. bait fo tempting (for grayling efpecially)
as the Maggot ; for I couid aever find by
any of my brother anglers, that there was
any bait wherewith they could tempt the
fith to bite again fo foon and fo often after
they had once been hooked. I contels a
grayling is the moft free biting fith thac I
know, and the moft eafily taken, and
therefore when I have had great fuccefs in
: H taking
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‘taking a good dith of fith, T have been
fufpeéted by fome perfons of ufing oils
"and allurements; whereas, in fa&, they
“were caught by Maggot- Fithing only.

ThHis is a way of fithing as eafily Jearnt
‘as any Tknow ; the greateft difficulty is to
“find out the moft proper feeding places :
‘for which -purpofe, obferve in general,
that all forts of fith love to lie deeper upon
“their feed in clear water, and fhallower in

- ~muddy water. You may fith without a
float, "but the common method is to ufe
one.

WreN you fith in rivers with this bait,
you mauft fith with a hook from Ne. 6
to Ne. g, according to tae foulnefs or

* clearnefs of the water; your line muft be

~ finer'than for pool-fithing, and you muft

*lead pretty heavy: the Jower link mutt be
a fingle hair, or a fine filk-worm gut ; and
always obferve that your fhet drags upon
the bottom, efpecially in a ftream.

OF
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N RO EReER
"WORM-FISHING.

\HERE are a great variety of
Worms, but I fhall deferibe thafe
only which are moft ufeful to the angler.

The FLESH-COLOURED RED WoRM,

R, as he is fometimes ca'led, the

Dunghill Red Worm, is to be com-
'monly found -under old thatch, or that
and dung mixed together, This fmall and
knotted, and of a bright red. There are
fome to. be found in moft dunghills.

H 2 The
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The BRANDLIN G,

S a very beautiful worm, ftreaked from
I' head to tail in round ringlets, one ftreak
being red and the other yellow. Heis °
chiefly found in dunghills confifting of
hotfe dung and hogs-durg mixed toge-
“ther; and you may fometimes find very |
- fine large’ ones among the fhavings of cur-
riers leather, mixed with a little earth : but
hog’s-dung and horfe-dung mixed breeds
the greateft quantity.

BB KB W SN BN BN ENEN

The LiTtTrLe GirTt TAIL, or
' " Tac WorwMm,

- Y S of a pale yellow towards the tail,
Iand fhorter than the dunghill red
worm, but knotted like it.- “He is com- .
monly found among eld hoife dung, and
you may probably find thefe three forts

“1n the fame dugghil. -
¢




And Compleat FLY-FISHER: 149

AN AN NSNS

Thé Peacock’ ‘RED, or BLACK=
g upApED, WORM,
S .to .be found ~ubkler: cew-durg, of
i horfe-dung:: three:. paxts dried, in. the
ficlds. » Hesis to be met with from the
latter end- of ‘Apsil to the biginning of Au-
guft uncer, cow.dung . chiefly, - with his
head an inch above ground;‘and I could
never find. any-.of  thisfort -in any othes
plai:es. ERIT I PRI ' ) .
* . Tre reifon .of +his being - called the
Peacock Red Worm, is becaufe his head
is of as fine a glofs as the harl of a peacock,
and very near the fame colour, Some take
hiar to have a black head ;. but if they view
him when he is well fcoured, they will find
bim of « different coloyr. He hasa flat
broad tail, and is4 very good worm at bot-
tom- fithing, S

A
‘The Los Worn, or Dew WorRM.
IS, beft in feafon from the beginning of -

May till the beginning of Auguft, and
N H 3 may
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may be fithed with -all fortsof ways,.fome-
times at bottom, fometimes ai mid- water,

preaching with thean for cels, bobbing with -

them tied in knots, en filk or thread, &¢.

- Lo Worms are of twy forts; but of the
fame kind; the oider arekndtiied, the
younger witheut knots, which, Bor dif
tinGtion fake, are called Maidew Lobs, as
having never bred; and are by fome caiied
Red Lobs. Of both fores, fome have a
broad fpreuding wail, and are more reds
headed than the others ; they have a firezk
or lift along the back. and being longes
and tougher, asd mwire.valued for aking
lwget fith.

- f < .‘*W-~ :’W

The WHitE WORrRM, o Mari;
 WoRrMm,

S chiefly found in marl or clay land,

. and commenly after the plow tail. His
head is very fmall, and of a pale red, "aad
his tail is-t with yellow. The other
part of his body is néatly of the fime'colour
with the earth he js-bred iny but when he
is fcoured, he is of a pale white. - Tb
. ~ e
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N T

The Dock. WoRdE, 67 SQUIRREL=
TAIL,,

S a fine-pale red worm, without-knotsy.

 which is chiefly found in-moift places,
fear dock roets; and is beft difcovered-by
fhaking the earth with a dung fork. This
s the beft carth worm for:carpor-tench of
any that 1 know, oo -

NOOHHIH AN A RIRAOOOE

Th Szpor WorM,

S commonly found in the hollow part

of fedges near the roots. He has a
black head and whitith body, and is as ten<
der as the young wafp-grub, and about an
inch in length. This worm is not to be
found in any other place but the rbots of
fedges ; and is a very good bait for fifh,
efpecially in thofe pools were fedges grow,

H4 - The
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“The Cow-Dune Bos,

S to be found from the latrer end of
April till the latter end of July, under
cow-dung halt dried He'is of a whitifh
ellow withared head. ltis a very tender
ait, and muit be ufed with the fame line
and hook as the‘maggot. They are to be
put into fome of the earth from under the
cow dung where they were found, and if-
kept cool and moift, you may, prclcrve
them ‘three weeks.ora momh )

Tue ufual ranner of keeping and fcour-
ing werms in wet mofs, is o well known,
that L nced not fay any thmg of it.

X%M%%XX%X?KK%W%)K)K

Taouf-i-'lsmnc with t/.»e'WonM,

OMES in the latter end of Fe-
bruary, and continues good till the
middle of May, particularly mornings and

evenings,
Tue

i
|
!
J

%

!
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Taz be{t Worms that 1 know for this
fport. are thie little red worm,. the brand-:
ling, and the whice worm,. which-ought
to be well cleaned. . . Your hook : ought to*
be Ne. 2 or 3,:fixed to a goed Indian grafs
or fiik worm gus, ‘and your lead about
nine inches or a foot trom yourihock : if}
the waer be low chree duck: fhots will be
enqugh ; but if high, five or fix. Your
line muft be a foot:. or -&-foor arid a half
longer chan yourrod, if 1t bean open gra-
velly river you-fith in, butif i mi urabered
with trees or buthes Tet it bE 4 foot c¥two
fhorter. You!muft alwaysibe fure. ifi:an
open river, to let the ;puint of your red go
before your body, keeping' your lead upos
the gravel, for then your line fithes well:3
and the reafon of having your line.fo much
longer thad the rod; is to'keepyonrdelf as
much eut:of fight as poflible, efpecially in
clear water; but in 4- muddy wazer, there
is no neceflity of havirig your line any lon-
ger than.therod. .

5 WHEN you arm a Hook for W@rm-ﬁﬁb
ing, keep the link on the infide, whlppmg
a briftie along with :it, and this -is done
%0 prevent your bait from flipping, others
- wme it will be apt 0, ﬂlp down into the
| : bend
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bend of the heok and choak it up, that. it
cennot Gatch hold of the fith.

. - Tmis is the belt method of bottom-
fithing with the Warm that [ can dirett,
‘Fhere is no neceflity of having the line
longer than the rod for any other fart of
Bottom-fithing. :

RSN AKSFRSER,

'Of ParmMerR WoRwMs.
HERE are feveral forts of lit-
-4 te grubs and worms, of various
cofours, to be found id the fummer time
on- the leaves of treesand bufhes, which
‘are called Palmer Worms.
- Thefe are beft to be.got by beating and
Making the boughs of oaks, crab-trees,
hawthorns, or other buthes that grow over
highways or other bare and open places,
where you may mofb coaveniently find
them, and gather them up after they are
fallen. When you have got a fufficient
number of them, in order to keep them
for ufe, you muft puc them in wooden
boxes, each fort by themfelves, and feed
them with fome of the frefh leaves from
"~ the
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. thetree they wtre thkmﬁrwm 7l‘ronun‘uf{

feed them five ov {1 times a week, atd by
fure you take che witheredieavesfromebens
as often a5 you give them drefh ones, Sind
youimufl obferve to miake :hicles holes "1
the 1 hoxes togive shemiairt. ¢ Atlithe foree
are very natural food for fifhes; as. weld i
tivers as ponds.

" Tusts of thefe forts are to. bc e
artificially, viz. the Brewa Paimer Worm,
the Black. -Palmer Wonn,,andl she: M
Palmer Worm, -

Trt Brown Patments made of a hogk
down, dyed of 4n amber colour,. ribbed
with filver twift, with a red vock’s hackié
over it. : The Black Palmer is madeof an
oftridge's-black feather, or the feacher:out
of - thie: top-knot of @ plover, ribbed widk

old. vift. and covered: with a black hnés

le. The Red Palmer is made of reddith
coloured mohair, ribbed with gold tm&,
afid a ted hacki&overit. -

Tuese Worms are to be ﬁfhcd with ei-
ther at top or bottoms at:top; you muft
fith with thém in the fame manner as with
the artificial flys’ and au the boteom; in/the
famfc manner as:with the cabbage grub &r
grafs hopper, made artificially upon a
leaded hgok y I
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I Aaways found thefe baite moft pro--
per o be fithed with in:the faine manoer
as worms or maggots,.and in this way. yeu
muft angiewith a precty. fine hook, about
Ne. 4. Ler yout float keep.the buit. four
or five!iinches fmm the bettom, -either in:
river or ponds i

THis is hkcwxfe an exzellcnt bau fox
bobbing ' at the -bufh, with a fine bittern’s
feathet wrapped about the upper end of the
fhank; andthe. bait déawn-down‘upon the
bend of the hook, and if there are any Afh
lipod teed oear it they will oot refufe it.

. 'Fuis -bait,) when- it firk.drops off the
boughs,” often fwims down the water, by
reafon of the web:it:isinvolved in, which
bears it up ; ‘when the tzauts, which. are
huthing under tha boughs imegpetation of
theprey, vuli feldbm Jdet- thcm cfcapc

1.
;1." .

W*%#W}HX *B&-HQ #—)K*-

-Jizr‘,“
Of %e B : ET 1 E,

» NO'FHER) bair: whteb I have not
£\ yet tdken .nptice.of; and .which is
fometimes of great ufe to the angler, is
the Beetle. This is of diffetent: colom*-ls,
! the

-
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" the one quite biack, the other of e dufky
red. Each fort hastwo paig ot wings, oge
_aver. the other 3 ,the yppermotft. hairy and
- hard, the uadermott; foit and tranfparent,
w hich, when expanded and. firetched out,
are ,much longer than the other; and of a
bluifh coleur. . 1he red ones are efteemed
the beft, and both may be found in horfe-
dung or cow dung, three or four days after
it has been dropt in-the -fields, from the
, time that cattle go.out to -grafs till about
_Mlichaelmas.
‘Wazen you ufe them, chp oﬂ' their hard
- wings, and hang them op your hook with
their legs. towards the water.  Your line
muft be firong, and about a yard and.a
half. or, two. yards long, -and . fo beb. or
~ drop. for large trouts or botlings, under
banks or bufhes, inclear bngh: wcather.

Tuereis a fort of ]mlc worm or infeét
which 1 toak particular notice of fome
years ago, and found in prodigious num-
" bers upon the orl trees and bufhes about .
©Michae¢lmas. I fometimes obferved fifty or
- fixty of them upon a leaf: they were then
. about the fize of a batley-corn, but, in

about a formght, they came to be near an
inch long.. Thcy «cat. all .the leaves from

ok off
.
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ofF: the orl trees for half a mile ué the ri-
‘ver, andappesredin fuch infinite fwarms,

i¥hat there was fcaree - leaf to bé feen ona
«trec of buth. W hen they had deftroyped the
lenves, they tell into the river, and I tound
ithe trouss, graylings, -and dace, had fed
rplentifully’ upon them, and--were gorged
~with them.

Trese worms ‘had black heads, four |

sfeet.under their threats, and a black lift
.down. sheir backs, -with,two yellow ftreaks

on each fide, from head totail. I per-
.:ceived they could hang faft by the tail,
-when the reft of the budy was loofe and
~ ditengaged  l-never before took any no-
- tice-of thefe worms, though | had ebferved
the inteéls near the river, during the courfe

© of my prallice, for many years ; yet, no
doubt, fome of them, more or lefs, may

be tound every year: but this was a fight
new and furprifing to me, as well as to
many others who faw them.

ET 'th.;;y be remarked, -that each infe&
. owes its being to a male and female; and

-proceeds trom an egg, in which is inclofed °

~.ighe feed and firt nutriment. The female
‘makes.choice of fuch place to lay her eggs
/i, as -appears - t0-her moft commodio;:;
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and where fthe fuppofes there is heat fuffi-
cient to hatch them ; and where her young
- when releafed from their confinement. will
find all convenient fubfiftence. Andlet fuch
as are fond of novelty, ard entertain . the
vulgar notion, that irfets (ail, or many of
them) derive their exiftence from corrup-
tion, becaufe we find worms, and fome-
times flies in all corrupted matter, re-
member, that they ghereby caft a great
refleétion on the author of pature, and
become a reproach and difthoneur to hu-
man reafon. For, whoever beftows the
leaft ferious thought on i fets, thofe dimi=
nutive creatures, whofe ftructure is per-
formed with fuch evident harmouny and
contrivance, which are provided fo well
with all things needtul, and perpetuate
their fpecies in one form without the leaft
~variation, muft either acknowledge that
they are the creatures of an almighty
wer, or fall into the abfurd do&rire of
chance, and allow them to be the refult of
the fortuitous concouife of fome humours
which have been altered and difplaced. I
call this abfurd, for it is ridiculous to the
laft degree to imagine that ¢hance aéts, or
to affirmy that fhe acts with any defign, re-
gularity, or precaution. The fame all wife
providence
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provndencc that engages our admiration in
the tru&uie of a human body, is equally
*confpicuous in rhe formation of an infect:

" and putrefa@ion is no more the parent of

infe@s than ot larger ammals, or of man
v hnm'elf '

THUS  have I now given my
“reader a full account of all the bairs,
" patural as well as artificial, and have
" laid down the beft and plame& dire@icns

1 am able, when, and in what manner
“ to ufe them, fo as to conduce moft to

" his diverfion; and fhall now take my
° leave of him in thc celebrated words of

the poct 3

- Si quid nov z/h reius iftis,
(‘andzam 1mpem, Jfi mon, bis utere mecum.

FINTIS
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