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Tothe READER.

Elight and Pleafure are fo faft
D Rivetted and firmly Rooted
in the Heart of Man, that I

fuppofe there is none {o morofe or
melancholly, that will not onely pre-
tend to, but plead for an Intereft in
the fame, moft being fo much ena-
mored therewith, that they judge
that life but a living death, which is
wholly deprived or abridged of all
Pleafure 5 and many purfue the fame
with fo much eagernefs and impor-
tunity, (as though they had been
born for no other end ) as that they
not cnely confume their moft pre-
cious time , but alfo totally ruine
their Eftates thereby : for in this
loofe and licentious Age, when pro-
fufe Prodigality pafles for the Cha-
‘ra@eriftical mark of true Generofi-

ty,and Frugality ( Emeannot Nig-- /

gardlinefs ) is branded with theig-
_ A3 nominiféus
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. To the Reader.
nominious blot of Bafenefs. I expect -
not that this undervalued Subjelt ’
( though’ it propound delightatan- |
eafie rate ) will meet with any other
Entertainment thah Negled, if not
Contempt » it being an Art which’
few take pleafure in, nothing paffing
for noble or delightful which is not -
coftly ; as though men could not
gratifie* their Senfes , but with the .
confumption of their Fortunes. ~

Hanking and Hanting have had
their Excellencies celebrated’ with
large Encomiums by divers Penss .

*and although 1 intend not any un- ;
dervahiing to thofe noble Recrea- .
tions, . {o much famed in all Agesand
by all degrees, yet I muft needs af-
firm, that they fall not within the
compafs of every ones ability to .
purfue, being, as it were, onely en-
tailed on great Perfons and vaft E- -
ftates 3 for if meaner Fortunesfeek .’

to enjoy them, Aeor’s Fableoften
provesa true ftory, and thofe Birds |

of Prey not {cldom quarrey upon
' theii




i To the Reader. -
f their Mafters : Befides, thofe Recre-
.; ations are more fubjet to choller
?d paffion, by how much thofe
* Creatures exceed a Hook or Line in-
“ worth: And indeed in thofe Exer-
~ cifés our pleafure depends much up-
‘on the will and humour of afullen
" Cur, or Kite, ("as1have heard their -
own paflions phrafe them ) which
. alfo require much attendance, care,
“and skill to keep her ferviceable to
our ends. Further,thefc delightsare
‘often prejudicial to the Husband-
manin his Corn, Grafs, and Fences ;
.. bue in this pleafant and harmlefs
" 4rt of Angling, a man hath none to
- -quarrel withbut himfelf, and we are
- ulually fo intirely our own friends,
- asnot to retain an irreconcileable
~ hatred againft our felves, but can in
* fhort time eafily compofe the enmi-
-ty 5 and befides our felves none are
- offended , none endamaged ; and
this Recreation falleth within the
~wapacity of the loweft fortune to
compafs, affording alfo profit as well

A4,.-.as

~ . .
e et Aty e,



To the Reader,
as pleafure 3 in following of which
Exercife a man may imploy his-
thoughts in the nobleft Studies, al- -
moftas freely as in his Cloflet. -

‘The Minds of Anglers being ufu- .
ally more calm and compefed than
many others, elpecially Hunters and
Falkoners , who'too frequently lofe
their delight in their paffion, and
too often bring home more of me-
lancholly and difcontent than fatif=
fation 1n-their thoughts; But the

- Angler, when he hath the worft fug
cefs, lofeth but a Hook or Line, or
perhaps ( whathe never pofiefled )

. aFilh,and fuppofe he take nothing,

yet he enjoyeth a delightful walk by
pleafant Rivers, in fweet Paftures,
amongft odoriferous Flowers,which

ratifie his Senfes and delight his

ind3 which Contentments induce
many ( who affet not 4ngling ) to
choofe thofe places of pleafure for
their Summers: Recreation and

Health. .

But peradventure fome may al-

- | ledge
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To the Reader, .

* ledge that this Art is mean, melan.
* cholly , and infipid : 1{uppofe the
- old Anfwer, De guftibus non eft difpu-

tandum, will hold as firmly in Re-

' creations as Palats ; many have fup-

pofed Axgling void of delight, ha-
ving never tried it, yet have after- -
wards experimented it {o full of con-
tent, that they have quitted all other
Recreations (" at leaft in its feafon )
to purfue it 5 and I do perfwade my

ff that whofoever fhall aflociate

- himfelf with fome honeft expert A7-

o e R e

gler, who will freely and candidly
communicate his skill unto him, will

- infhort time be convinced, that Ars

non habet inimienm nifi ighorantem
and the more any experiment its

- harmlefs delight , ( not fubjett to

paflion’ or expence ) probably he .
will be induc’d to relinquith thofe
pleafures which are obnoxious to
choller or contention (which {o dif- .

~‘compofe the thoughts, that nothing

- during that unfettlement can relith
~ or delight the Mind ) to purfue that

Recre-



To the Reader.

Recreation which compofeth the
Soul to that calmnefs and ferenity,
which gives a man the fulleft poffef-
fionand fruition of himfelf and'all
his enjoymentss this clearnefs and
equanimity of Spirit being a matter
of {o higha concernand value in the
judgments of many profound Phi-
lofophers, as any one may fee that
will beftow the painsto read Sereca, -
De tranquilitate animi, and Petrach,
De utrinfgne conditionis flatu : Cer-
tainly he that lives Sibi ¢ Deo,leads
- the moft happy life; and if this Are .
do not difpofe and incline the Mind
of man toa quiet calm fedatenefs, I
am confident it doth not (as many
other delights ) caft blocksand rubs
before him to make his way more
difficult and lefs pleafant. The cheap-
nefs of the Recreation abates not its
pleafure , but with rational perfons
heightensit 5 and if it be delightful
the chaige of Melancholly falls upon
that fcore, and if Example ( which
- Is the beft proof ) may {way any
~ . thing,

AEE——— />



To the Reader.,

thing, I know no fort of men lefs fisb-
ject to Melancholy - than Anglers 5
many have caft off other Recreations
and imbraced it, but I never knew
any Angler wholly caft off ( though
- occafions might interrupt ) their af-.
feltions to their beloved Recreati-
on; and if this Art may prove a No-
ble brave ref? to thy mind, ‘tisall the
fatisfaction I covet. /

I have one Requeft for my felf 5 .
which is, that thouapply not what is
{poken concerning clear and fwift
Rivers, to flow or more dark co-
loured watets, nor the contrary: -
. and if fome pafiages do appear at firft
view as if contradi®tory,read them
again, and take thenr in their moft
moderate and reconcileable fenfe,
- but force them not to clafh by thy
Interpretation, which of themfelves
intend it nots propofing only (from
- different grounds and reafons ) toa
further difcovery, make particular
inftances and deductions from gene-
ra] Rules ;: But withal remember that

every
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To the Reader. .

every general admits of particular
exceptions,i and fo thou haft my full
feope and mind. To write fo asto be
plainly underftood by every dull ca-
pacity, were to proftitute this plea-
fant Art,and render it contemptible :
I defire chiefly to fpeak, foas to give
Ingenuity liberty and {Cope to exer-
ci[% it felfsand alfo to provoke others
to corre&t Errors,and out of their
own experience to fupply defets,
and thereby make this delightful Art
complete and perfect, which would
be very great content and fatisfaction
to thy well-withing Friend.

To
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To the Author of the Experincd Angler,
By a Brother of the Angle,

D’s Fith, What have éw dene ! y'ave halfundon’s,
The AR.;I'h Ow Ii]ING to difclofe atonce,
Publithing this i What? you a Lover
%yf the faid AR T, and yet fo much difcover !
. I can’t bt fmap at ch: Why, this fame Bock
Teacheth to *firoy all Fith by $eek 03 Crook. -
Your plain Directions when men underftand,
No Fifh above ground can efcape their Hand 5
For thereby Pike, Carp, Tench, Pearch, Gudgeon, Trout,
Etc. may havea total rout,
Pray tell’s the reafoy, *Tmuft be no fmall matter
That nakes you flrive of them to clear the {Gagey,
Y’are no Recafunt, fore 5 ¥ y'are, yow'd firive
More to ve, and keep thetr Race alive :
Your Book forefhews, and makes it evident
That, In few years; wecunnotkeep a Lext.
But yet, Sir, *Twas well done, therein to put
To every of thofe Fifb, Yofaira txs;
‘That fo when we o’the Fifh deprived are,
The Cuts remainto fhew what Shape they were,
Pardon, Sir, thefe confufed Lineg of mine ;
In tco much haft, I’ve caft inevery fine :
1 could not draw “em fmooth 3 For who could flay
Seeing Fifh going all fo plgm away > »,
For I muft fay, To catch Fiflyand to cheat ’em,
Find who can furer wayes, and troth I'le eat’em;

T.B
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TO -

| Hé Ingenions Friend the

AUT HOR,
~ onaurs
Anxcrine Improvd

Honoured Sir,

THougb I never ((to mj know-

ledge ) had the bappinefs to fee

- gour Face, yet accidentally coming to

aview of this Difconrfe before it wemt
to the Prefs , I held my felf obliged im

- point of gratitude for the great advan-

-

tage I rceived thereby, to tender you .
- my particular acknowledgument , efpe-

cially baying been for thirty years paf?,
not onely a Lover but a pradifer of
that innocent Recreation, wherein

Jour judiciows Precepts I find my [elf
. fitted for a Higher Forms which ex«
| ' - preffim

’



effion I take the boldnefs to ufe, be-
f:u_[[[é. 1 have read and pr;zlf;ifed .Ili;’ ma-
ny Books of this kind, formerly made
publick s from which ( although 1 re-
ceived mnch advantage in the pra-

dtick ) yet (without prejudice totheir

worthy Authers) I could never find in
them that height of Judgment and
Recafon, which yes have manifefled i
this (as I may call it ) Epitome of
Angling, fince my reading whereof I
cannst look.upon fome Notes of my own
gathering, but methinky I do puerilia
tractare. But left I liould be thought to
80 about to magnific my own Tudgment,
in giving yours fo [mall a portion of is
dne, I humbly take leave with no more .
ambition than to kifs your band, and
10 be acconnted o

' “Your'.humble and

- thankful Servant, |

7. W,
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’

Aﬁgixng Improv d..

CHAP. L ..

Wbm to provide Tools , and bow
‘20 make tbem

n2e OR the: attammo of fuch The T2

MNp[p Ends which our: + Defires trodutti-

P prepofe to themfelves, ontothe

& of ncceflity we muR C“ﬁ"ns o

%9,2 make ufe of fuch com- Difcourfes
@Y mon Mediums, as have

a Natural Tendency to the producing of

fuch Effeds, -as ate in our Eye, and at
whtch we aim; and as in any work, if
: one

‘X
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The Expeiimc’d Angler :

_ ome principal Material be wanting, the

Thetime

whole is at.a ftand, neither can the fame
be perfeted: So in eAngling, the end
being Recreation , which confiteth in
drawing the Fiih to bite, that we may take
theni ;. if-you wabt Tools, though you
have Baits, or Baits though you have Ta-
cklg, yet you have-po part of pleafure by
eithigr of thefe fingly < Nay, if you have

both, yet-want skl t& ufe them; all the

reftisto little purpofe. I fhall therefore

firk begin with your-Tools, and fo pro-

ceed in order with the reft... R
1..1d ‘Awtwrn, vihén tha Leaves are

to provide almoft or altogether fallen, (whichis u-
Stocks and [attyaboiit the Winter Solftice ) the Sap

Tops.

being then ini the’Roat, which about the

-middle of Fanuary begingeth to afcend a-

gainy aod ther the cime is paft @ provide
your felves with Spacks: ot Tops: you
need not be fo exadtly curious for your

- Stocksywsabe Tops, though I wifh you to

choofe tha: ntatett Taper-ground you can

 for Svoks,but let yaue Tops be the. moft

neat Ruwh-ground . fhoots. you can: ger,
ftreight and {mooth;andi(if for the ground-
rod?)-neac-or full two-Yardg long, ( the
reafon for that length:thatl be given pre-

ently ) and if forthe Fly, of what length
'yau pleafe, becauie you muft either choofe

them

P
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- Or, Angling Improv'd, . 3

them to fit the Stock, or theStock to fit

them ina moft exa& proportioa ; neither

do they need tobe fo very much Taper-
ground as thofe for the ground, fot if your

Rod be not moft exaétly proportionable,

(s well asflender,) it will neither caft

well, @trike readily, or ply and bend equal-

by, which will -very’ muchindanger your

Line. When you have fitted your felf
with Tops, and Stocks, (for all mult be

Sathered in one feafon ) if any of them be
crooked, bind them all together; and they

will keep ona. another fieeiglit; or lay

¢hem on fome even boatded floor, with a
Weight on the crooked parts, ot elie bind

them clofe to fome Rreight R or: pole ;

but before you do this, you muft beathe

:ihcm all, fave the very top, ina gentle

rc. - . 'l' N
'For the ground-Angle,I prefer the Cane The ufe of

or Reed before alt other, bothi-for itstheReed
length and lightne(s ; and whereas fome t Cane.
objed againft its:colourand fiffnefs: I
anfwer, both thefe inconveniencies are ea-

fily remedied, the colour by covering it

‘with thin Leather ¢r Parchment, and thofe

‘dyed into what cblour you pleate, or you

may colour the Cane itsfelf, as'you fee

-daily done by thofe that fell them in Loy-

‘don, efpectally if you ferape off the (hi-
RS B 2
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The Experie;té’d' Angler s
ning yellow out-fide, but that weakneth
the Rod, the Riffne(s of the Cane is help-

" ed by, the length and firength of the top,

which I would with tobe very much ta-

. per-grown, and of the full length I fpoke

of before, and foit will kill a very good
Fith without -ever ftraining the Caae,
which will (as you may obferve) yield
and bend a little ; neither would I advife
any to ufe 2 Reed that will not receivea
Top of the fore-mentioped length.  Such
who moft commend the Hazel rod, (which
I alio value and praife but for different

~ reajons )-above the ‘Cane, doitbecaufe,

fay they, the flender Rod (aveth the Line,
buc my opinion is, that the equal bending
of the Rod chiefly (next to the skill of
the Angler ) faveth the Line, and the

* flendernefs I conceive principally ferveth

to make the Fly-rod long and light, eafie
to be managed withone hand, and cafteth

- the Fly far, which are to me the confide~

sations chiefly to be regarded in 2 Fly-

- sod ; for if you obferve the flender part
of the Rod (if frained ) thoots forthin

length as if it were part of the Line, (o that
the whole frefs or fkrength of the Fifh is

borne or, fuftained by the thicker part of

th: Rod, which isno fironger than- the
fronger -gnd of fuch a Top as I did be-~
P S fore




Or, Angling Improv'd, 5
- fore dire& for the ground-rod: and you
~may prove what I {ay to be true, if you

hang 2 Weight at the top of the Fly-rod,
which you thall fee plyand bend (in the
fiff and thick part ) more or lefs as the
Weight is heavy or light, Having made
this digretfion for the Cane, I returntothe -
making up of the top, of which at the up-
per or umall end I would have you te cut
off about.two foot or three quarters of a
yard at moft, and then picce neatly to the
thick remaining part, a (mall fhute of
Black-thorn or Crab.tree ( gathered in
the feafon as before ) fitted in 2 moft ex-
a&t proportion to the Rrength of the Hazel,
and then cut 0% a (mall part of the flender
end of che Black-thorn or Crab-tree, and
lengthen out the fame with a fmall piece
of Whalebone, made round, fmooth and
taper, all which will make your Rod to be
very leng, gentle,and mot fe aptto break
or ftand bent as the Hazel, both which are
great inconveniences, efpecially breaking,

. which will force you from your fport to

amend your top.

But when you make 2 Rod to Angle
for the Roach, you muft not meke the top
fo tender and gentle, as I have jult before
preféribed for the Fly, but you muft either
omit the V»\Vlul‘:.-lwncé or makeit very ﬁ;ﬂ-‘,
: 3 that

T
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The Experienc'd Angler :

; that foyour Rod may exa&ly anfwer the

| motion of yout hand, for the Roach being
a Fifh that only nibbleth, if you frike him
not juft inthat very moment of his nib-
bling you will mifs him, and a very tender
top will fould and bend a little with a fud-
dain jerk; Iknow the Roach will fome-
times bite furely, but that is feldom and
ufually a large one.

The ma- 2. Toteach the way or manner how to
king the make a Line, were time lot, it being fo

Line,

eafie and ordinary 3 yet to make the Line
well, handfome, and to twift the hair even
and neat, makes the Line frong: For if
one hair be long and another thort, the
fhort one receiveth no ftrength from the
long one, and fo breaketh, and then the o-
ther (as too weak) breakethalfo. There-
fore you muft twift them {lowly, and in the
twifting, keep them from intangling to-
gether, which hindreth their right pleiting
of bedding. Alfo 1do not like the mixing
of filk or thred with hair, butif you pleafe
youmay (tomake the Line ftrong) make
icall of filk or thred, or hair, as frong as
youpleafe,and the loweft partof the fmal-
ikﬂ Lute or Viol frings, which I have
! proved to-be very firong, but will quickly

- 7ot in the water, but you may help that in

having new and frong to change the rots

F
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Or, Augling Improv’d,
ten ones 3 but as to hair (the moft ufual
matecr whereof. Lines are made ) 1 like ‘

* forrel ; white , and gray beft; forrel in |

muddy and boggy Ruvers, both the other '
for clear waterst I never could find fuch '
vertue ot worth in other colours, to give
them fo'high praife ag fome do, yet if any
other have worth in it, I mu(t'yieldit to
the pale watry green, and if you fancy that
you may dye it thus ; Take a pottle of
Allom.water , a large handful of Mari~

“ golds, boyl them until a yellow: fcom arife,

then take half a2 pound of green Coperas,
and as much Verdegreece, bzat chem into
a fine powder, put thofe with the hair into
the Allom-water, fet all to cool foc twelve
2ours, then take out the hairand lay it to
ry. . . :
- In making your Lines you muft put a
difference betwixt.one for the ground-
Angle, and 4 Line for the Fly-Rod, your
Lioe for the artificial Fly may be fRronger
than the ground- Line for the Trout, ; you
may alfo in making a Line for the artifi-
cial Fly, much help your felf to caft it
‘well, for if you make the uppermoft link
twelve or twenty hairs firong, and one or
two hairg lefs in the next link, and fo abate
to that preportion in every link, until you

~~.come to the Fly it felf ; although you want -

B 4 avery



flx Expe.rz'e;)c’d Angler :

a very flender, gentle, and light Rod 5 or
in cafe you be a Learnet and no accurate
Attiftin cafting the Fly; yet by:this means
a very bungler will caft -2 Fly well; you
may alfo this way ufe 2 very-jong Rod- of
fix or feven yards to manage with both
hands, unto which accuftoming your felf,
you will in time angle as dextroufly with
fuch a Rod, asifyou had a very light one
to ufe with one hand, and if you faften
your Hook, and cannot come to loofeniit,

you need not fear lofing above a jerk or

"two at mo@}, (though you pull to break it)

}

B
1
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The fhape
of the
Hook,

in regard the Line is f{o ftrong at the upper
end. Leave abought ar boutatbothends
of the Line, the one to put it to, and take
it from your Rod. Theother to hang your
loweft link upen, to which your hook is
faltned, and fo you may change your hook
{o oftenas you pleafe. =~ o
3. Let your Hooks be lang in the thank,
and of a compafs fomewhatinclining to
roundnefs, but the point muft ftand even
and fireight, and the bending muft be in
the fhank, for if the {hank be fireight, the -

* . point will hang outward, though when fet

on it {tand right, yet it will after the ta-
king of a few Fifh, caufe the hair at the

-end of the fhank to ftand bent, and fo ( by

conflequence ) the. paint -of the hook to
) : | . .hmg
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hang dire&ly upwards. When you fet on
your hook, do it with ftrong but imall filk,
and lay your haic upon the inhde of the
hook, for if on the outfide the filk will cut
and fret it afunder, and to avoid the fret-
ting of the. hair by the hook on the infide,
fmooth all your hook upon a Whetttone,
from the infide to the back of the hook
flope-ways. o

4. Get the beft Cork you can without The flote:
flaws or holes ( Quills and Pens are not
able to bear the firong freams ) bore the
Cork through with a {fmall hot Iron, then’
putitinte a Quill of a fit proportion, rei-
ther too large to fplitit, or fo fmall toflip .
out, but fo ag it may Rick in very clofely; -
then pare your Cosk into the form of 2
Piramide, or 2 fmall Pear, and into what -
bignefs you pleafe, then opon a fmall

" Grinditone, or witha Pumice make it
complete, for you cannot pare it fo {mooth
as you may grind it, have Corks of all
fizes. . ,

5. Get a Mufquet or Carbine Bullet, 154y the
make a hole through it, and put it in a depth of
firong twitt, hang thns on your hook to try the water.

- the depthof River or Pond. -

6. Takefo much Parchment aswill be To carry
about four Inches broad, and five long, Yo L};‘“
make the longer end round, then take fo 5 prics

. many
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many pieces more as will make five or fix
partitions, fow them all together, leaving
the fide of the longer fquare open, to put
your Lines, {pare links, Hooks ready faft-
ned, and Flies ready made, into the feveral
partitions ; this will contain much (lie
flac and clofe in your Pocket ) ina little

room. : L
To fhar- 7. Havealio a little Whetftone about
pen the two Incheslong, and one quarter fquare ;
ook that g much better to (harpen your hooks than
s - a Fly, which either will not touch a well-
tempered hook, or leaveit roygh but not
- fharp,

To cary 8. Have a piece of a Cane for the Bob
Baitsand and Palmer, with feveral Boxes of divers
other ne-(seq for your Hooks, Corks, Silk, Thred,

Lead, Flies, ¢c. :

For - 9. Bagsof Linnenand Wollen for ali
Worms, f{ortsof Baits, ' _
TajuL 10, Have a fmall Pole, made with a
great Fith 100p at the. end, liks that of your Line,
when you but much bigger, to which muft be faftned
want an 2 {mall Net to land great Fith, without
- afliftan. which (ifyon want affittance ) you will

: bz in danger to lofe them : or which is
better, much lighter, and {efs troublefom,
get a very large hook called a landing
hook, with a fcrew atthe end, tofcrew it
into & focket fixed at the end ogapolg,ikz:
e ‘ , :

7
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‘Rrike into the mouth or any part of the :
fith, and fo draw them to Jaod : you may

alfo fit to the fame focket and pole two a-

ther hooks, . one fharp to cut weeds away,

the other to pull out weod. .

11. Your Pannier cannot be too light :Your

1 have feen fome made of Oziers, cleft in- Pannier.
to flender long fplinters , and fo wroughe

up, whichis very neatand exceeding light ;

you muft ever carry with you ftore of
Hooks, Lines, Hair, Silk, Thred, Lead,
Links, Corks of all fizes, left if you lofe aoc

break (asisufual) anyof them, you be

fozced to Jeave your fport, and return for
fupplies. '

T CHA.PO- Ila
Divers forts of Angling.: furft, of the Ely.

| S there are many kinds and forts of

"\ of Fifh, fo there are alfo various and
different ways to take them ; and there-
fore before we proceed to (peak how to
take each kind, we muft fay fometbing in
general of the feveral ways of Angling, a5
neceflary to the better order of our work.

Angling therefore may be diftinguithed Several
cither into fihiog by day, or (which fome %273 of

v commend "5""8*
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.commend, butthe Cold and Dews caufed
me to difrelli(h -that which impaired my
health ) -by night ; and thefe again are of
two forts, either upon the fuperficies of the
) water, or more or lefs under the. furface
thereof : of this fort is angling with the
! ground-Line, (with lead, but no flete)
for the Troms, or with lead and flote for all
-~ forts of fith, or near the furface of the wa-
i ter for Chub, Roach, ¢rc. or witha Trewle
for the Pike, ora Menew for the Tremt ;
of which more in due place.
That way of angling upon or above the
‘water, is with Cankers, Palmers, (azerpil-
{ dersy Cadbait, or any Worm bred. on herbs
{or trees ; or with Flies natural or artifi-
‘cial ; of thefelaft (wiz. Flies) {hall be
our firft difcoutfe, as comprifing much of
the other [t named, and as being the moft .
pleatant and delightful part of angling.
But I muft here take leave to diffent from
the opinion of fuch who affign a cettain Fly
, to edch Month,whereas I am certain {carce
any one fort of Fly doth continue its colour
| and vertue one Moneth ; and generally all
Flies laft 2 much thorter time, except the
( ftone-fly (which fome call the AMay-fly )
"~ which is bred of the Water-cricket, which
creepeth out of the River, and gets under
the flones by the warer-fide, and there
' turneth
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. tarneth to:a Fly, and licth under the
fones ; the Aday-fly, and the reddifh-Fly
wich afhy-gray wings. Befides, the fea-
-fon of the year may much vary the time
of their coming in, a forward Spring
- bringeth them in (ooner, anda late Spring
~ the Jatter : For Flies being creatares bred
of&utrcfl&ion, do take life as the heat
doth further or difpofe the feminal vertue
(by which they are generated ) untoa.
nfmation : ‘and therefore all I canfay as
~ to.time, is that your own obfervation
~ muft be your beft Inftru&tor , whenis the
 time that each Fly cometh in,and will -
. be moft acceptable to the Fith, of which
I fhall fpeak more fully in the next Se- -
, $&ion ; forther alfoI have obferved that
. feveral Rivers and Soils produce feveral
, forts of Flics, as the mofly boggy Soils
have one fort peculiar to them, the Clay-
foil , gravelly and mountainous Country :
.and Rivers, and 2 mellow light foil dit-
ferent from them all,  yet.fome forts '
are common to all thefe forts of Rivers
and Soils, but they are few, and alfo dif-
fer fomewhat in colour from thofe bred in
another Soil. - - ' What Fith
* Ingeneral, all forts of. Flies are vc;yf;fe g;&“ :
good in theip feafon, for fuch Fith as e, Y2
will rifc ac the Fly, 45 -Salmon, Trous,qpaland |
; Umber, artificial.

e = B e
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Umber, Grayling, Bleak , Chevin, R oach,

Dace, re. Though feme of thefe fith do

| 1ove fome Flies better thanother; except

the Fith named, I know notany fort or

kind that will (ordinarily and freely ) rife

at the Fly, though I know alfo fome do

Angle for Bream and Pike with artificial

Flics, but I judge the labour loff, and the
knewledse a needlefs curiofity ; thofe Fith

being taken much eafier (clpeciatly the

Pike ) byother ways: All the foremen-

tioned forts of Fith will fometimes take

the Fly much better at the top of the wa-

ter, and at another time much better a Fit-

tle under the fuperficies of the water, and

in this your own obfervation muft be your
conftantand daily Infirudor, (forif thcy‘

: ? will not rife to the top, try them under )

! it not being poffible (in"my opinion ) to

| give any-certain rule in this particular ; al-

( fo the five forts-of Fith firft named will

take the artificial Fly, fo willnot the other,
{ except an Oakwerm or Cadbait be puton

the point of the hook , ot fome other

Worm fuitable ( as the Fly mutt be ) to

 thefeafon, <+ - e

- *° 7 You may alfo obferve ( which my own
Phen | aCxpériericé taughtme ) that the Fith never
covet fueh TiC cagafly ‘and freely -at anyfore of Flv,
fort of fly. until that kind come to the materside ; for
I ) . though
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though 1 have often at the firt coming in
of fome Flies, ( which I judged they lo-
ved beft) gotten feveral of them, yet I
could pever find that they did much ( if
. atall) value them, until thofe forts of
P Flies began to flock to the Rivers fides,
and were to be found on the Trees and
Bufhes there in great numbers; for alf
forts of Flies ( where ever bred ) do after
a certain time come to the River’s banks;
(I fuppofe to moilten their bodies dried )
with the heat) and from the buthes and”
herbs there, skip and play upen the water,
where the Fith lie in wait for them, and
after a fhort time die, and are not to be
found ; though of fome kinds there come
a fecond fort afterwards, but much lefs, as
the Orenge Fly; and when they thus flock
to the Ruver, thenis the chiefeft feafon to .
angle withthat Fly : And that you may
the better find what Fly they covet mott
atthatinftant, do thus: ‘ :

- When you come firft to the Riverin How o ¢ |
the Morning, with your Red beat upon find what \
the buthes or boughs which hang-over the Fly the filh i
water, and by their falling upon the water, mn::ﬁ
you will fec what forts of Fhes are there in g.go
greatelt mapbers ; if diversforts and e- | -
qual inoumber, try them all, and you wiil
quickly find which they moft defire.Some-

: times

_ = = e
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16 The Experienc’d Angler ¢
| times they change their Fly- (but its not
/ very afual ) twice or thrice inone day;
but ordinarily they feek not for another fore
of Fly, till they have for fome days even
glutted themielves with a former kind,
whichis commonly when thofe Flies die
’ and go out, Diretly contrary to our Lox-
don Gallants, who muft have the firt of
every thing, when hardly to be got’, but
\ fcorn the fame when kindly ripe, healchful,
}common, and cheap: but the Fifh defpife
the firft, and covet when plenty, and when
that fort grow old and decay, and another
cometh in abundantly, then they change
asif Nature taught them, that every thing
is beft in its own propec feafon, and not fo
defirable when not kindly ripe, or when
through long continuance it beginneth to
lofe its native worth and goodnefs.

- T fhall add a few cautions and dire&i-
ons in the ufe of the natural Fly, and then

proceed. - . .
Dir:&ions _ 1. When you angle for Chevin, Roach,
ji'ufing Dace, with the Fly, you muft not move
thenatw- your Fly fwiftly when you fee the Fifh

wlFly. * coming towards it, but rather after- one

./ - ortwo fhort and flow removes, fuffer the
*/ Fly to glide. gently with thg fream to.
' { wards the Fifh 3 orif ina fanding or ve.
{ 1y flow water, draw the Flyflowly, and
; not

e ——
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(not- dire&ly upon him, but) floaping
and fide-wife by bim, which will taake
him more eager lsft it efcape him ; for
if you move it nimbly and quick; they will
not ( being Fifh of flow motion ) follow
asthe Trowt will.

" 2. When Chwb, Roach, Dace, fhew
themfelves in a Sun(hiny-day upon the'
top of the water, they are moft eafily

- caught with Baits proper for them ; and

you may choofe from among(t them which
you pleafe to take. .

3. They take anartificial Fly with z -
Cadbait or Oakworm on the point of the
Hook, and the Oakwerm when they (hew
themfelves, is better upon the water than
under, or thanthe Fly it felf, and more
defired by them.

 CHAP. IIL
Of the Arificial Fly, !

Bllt here I muft premife , that itis oy
much better to learn how to make 2 tigcia]

\

\

Fly by f‘i'ght, than by any Paper-dire&tion Fly,

can poflibly be exprefled, in regard the

Terms of Art do in moft partsof Eng-

land differ, and alfo feveral fores of Flicg
are called by different names ; fome call
C the

17
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the fly bc.re»dl of the Water-crickes ot Cs}e’e- )

r, 2 <May-fly, and fome 2 Stewe-fiy,

gme call tﬁc&adbﬁbﬂ;a May fiy, and

fome call a fhort Fly of a {ad golden green

celour, with (hort brown wings, 2 (May»

fiy: and I fee no reafon but all Fliesbred

in <May, are properly enough calied
May-flies. Therefore excepe fome one

_(that hath skill) would paintthem, I can

neither well give their names nor deferibe

themn, without toe much trauble and pro-

lixity ; nor-as I alledged, in regard of the

variety of Soils and Rivers, defcribe the

Flies thatare bred and frequent cach: But

the Angler '( as 1 before direéted ) having

found the Fly which the Fith at prefent af-

fe&, let him make one as likeitas poffibly

he can, in colour, (hape, proportion ; and
for his batter imitation [erhim lay the na-

tural Fly before him. All this premifed
and-confidered, let him goon to make his

Fly, which according to my own pradtice

Ithus advife: -

Howto  Firfl, I begintofeton my Hook, (pla-
:‘r:i‘;;‘c;';e cing the haic on the infide of its fhank )
Fly feveral Withfuch colonred Silk as 1 conceive moft
wags,  proper for the Fly, beginning at the end
of the hook, and when I come to that place

which I conceive moft .proportionable for
the Wings, then I place foch coloured tflcea-

A : thers



Or, Angitng Improv d.
thers there, as 1 apprehend moft refembfe
the Wings of th: Fiy,andfet the points of
the wings towards the head, or elfe I run
the feathers (and thofe muft be fript
from the QuiH or Pen, with part of it fuil
¢leaving to the feathers ) round the hook,
and fo make them faft, if 1 turn the fea-
thers round the hook, then I clip away
thofe that are upon the back of the hook,
thatfo (if itbe poffible) the point of the
hook may be forced by the feathers (lefe
on the infide of the hook ) to fwim up-
wards ; and by this means I conceive the
“ftream will carry your Flies wings in the
pofture of one flying ; whereas if you fet
the points of the wings backwards, to-
wards the bending of the hook, the ftream
(if the f=athers be gentle as they ought)
will fold®* the poin's of the wings in the
bending of the hook, as 1 have ofren found
by experience : After I have feton the
wing, I go on o far as I judge fir, dll I

faften all, and then beginto make the bo- -

dy, and the head laft ; the body of the
Fly I make feveral ways, if th Flv be
one intire colou-, then I take 2 Wortted
thred, or Moccado end, or ‘twift wool or
fur into a kind of thred, or waxatmall
flender itk th-ed, ‘and lay wool, fur,cre.
upon it, and then twift, andthe materal
: Ca © will
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will ftick to it, and then go on to make
my Fly fmall or large, as I pleafe. If the
Fly (asmoft are ) be of feveral colours,
and thol¢ running in cireles round the Fly,
theo I either take two of thefe threds ( faft-
ning them firt towards the bent of the
Hook ) and (o run them round, and faften
all at the Wings, and then'make the Head;

“orelfe I lay upon the Hook wool, fur of

Hare, Dog, Fox, Bear, Cow,Hog, (which
clofe to their bodies have a fine fur ) and
with a filk of the other colour bind the
fame wool Jor fur down, and then faften
all ;. Or inftead of the filk running thus

" round the Fly, you may pluck the feather

from one fide of thofe long feathers which
grow-about a Cock or Capons neckor tail,
?which fome call Hackle) then'run the
fame round your Fly, from houd to tail,
making bothends faft; but you muft be
fure to fute the feather an(werable to the
colour you are to imitateinthe Fly; and
this way you may counterfeit thofe rough

Infe&s, (which fome call Wool-beds, be-

caufe of their wool-like out-fide, and rings
of divers colours,] take them to be Palmer
Worms) which the Fith much delight in.
Let meadd this only, that fome Flies have
farked tails, and fome have horns, both

- whigh you mu(} imitate with a flender hair

fafined

N
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faftned to the head or tail of your Fly,
- when you firtt fet on your Hook, and in
all things, as length, colour, as like the
nataral Fly as poffibly as you can: The
Head is made after all the reft of th: bo-
dy, of filk or hair, as being of 2 mere |
thining glofly colour, than the -other
materials, asufually the head of the Fly
1s more bright than the body, and is u-
{ually of a different colour from the
bedy: Sometimes I make the body of
-the Fly with a Peacocks feather, but that
isonly one fort of Fly, whoie colour no-
thing elfe that I could ever get would imi-
‘tate, being the fhort, {ad, golden, green
Fly I before mention‘cd,whicg I'make thusg
‘Take one Rrain of a Peacocks feather (or
if thag be not fufficlent, then another) wrap
it about the hook,till the body be according
to your mind ; if your Fly be of divers co- -
lours, and thofe lying long-ways from head
to tail, then I take my Dubbing, and lay
them on the hook long-ways one colour
by another (as they are mixt in the na-
tural Fly from head to tail ) then bind
all on, and make it faft with {ilk of the
moft predominant colour ;and this I con-
ceive is a more artificial way than is pra-
&ifed by many Anglers, whoufe to make
- fuch a Fly of one colour, and bind it"
‘ . C3 , on

R T
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jon with fitk, fo that it loaks like a Fly
}witb round cirgles, but nothing at all re-
fembles the Fly it is intended for; the
head, hoins, tail, are made as before,
That you may the better counterfeie al
forts of Flies, get furs of all forts and co-
lours, you:can poilibly procure, as of Bears
hair, Foxes, Cows, Hogs, Dogs, who next
their bodies have a fine foft bair or fur,
Moccado ends, Crewels, and dyed wool
of all colouss, with feathers of Cocks, Ca-
pons, Hens, Teals, Mallards, Widgeons,
Phzafants, Partridges, wbe: feather under
the Mallard, Teal, or Widgeons-wings,
and about their tails, about a Cock or Ca-
pons neck and tail, afall colours; and ge-
nerally of all Bicds, Kite, Hickwall, &c.
that you may make yours exaltly of the
colour with the matural Fly. And here I
muft give fome cautions and directions, as
for the natural Fly, and fo pafsonto Baits
-for angling at the ground, 1 have obfer-
ved that very many make their Fly fuita-
ble:to the moft Orient calour ye fee in
the natural Fly, whichis ufualty the back-
part,. and-commanly it excelleth the belly
in luftte and fplendor, and: {o ye conceive
ye imitate the Fly- exatly, whenieis no-

- thing (o, becaufe the back-part is out of

the fithes eye,and if- yefail of fport asu-~
. o fually
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fually ye do, ye impute it to their wint of
the nighe fly, when as ye have ot truly |
- imitaced the right colour of the Fly, which \
~the Fith chicfly fee and regard, wix. the =~
belly of the Fly : Therefore,

1. In making the artificial Fly, chiefly Diregtiors
obfarve the belly of the Fly, for that co- in makind
Jour the fith mott take notice of, as being the artifi-
moft in their eye. cial Fly,

2. Whenyou try how to fit your colour
of the Fly, wet your Fur, Hair, Wool, or
Moccado, otherwife you will fail in your
work; for though when thofe materials
are dry, they exaély fute the colour of
the Fly, -yet the water will aleermoft co-
Jours, and make them either brighter or -
darker. '

3. Flies made for the Salmon are much
betterbeing made with four Wings, than
if of two onely, and with fix better than
them of four; andif behind each pairof
wings you placea different colour for the
body of the fly, it is much the better : and
this in my judgment argueth that he
Joveth to have feveral flieson the Licok at
once, for the fly lookethas if it were di- .
vers flies together. : L

1. When you angle with the artificial Ca“ﬂb"usf
fly, you muft eicker fifh in a River not ful. for the wfe

. f the art.~
ly cleared from fome: rain lately fallcn,gcfafﬁ'y.‘

C 4 that
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that had difcolouredit 3 or in 2 Moorith
River difcoloured by mofs or bogs s or .
elfe in a dark cloudy day, when agentle
gale of wind moves the water 3 but if the
wind bs high, yet fo as you may guide your
tools with advantage, they will rife in the
plain Deeps, and then and there you will

. commonly kill the beft Fith ; butif the

wind be litcle or none at all, you muft An-
gle in the (wift Rreams.

2. You muft keep your artificial Fly
in continual.motion , though the day be
dark, water muddy, and wind blow, or elfe
the Fith will difcern and refufeit.

3. If you Angleina River thatis mud-
ded by rain, or paffing through moffes or
bogs , you muft ule a larger bodied Fly
than ordinary ; which areues thatin clear
Rivers the Fly muft be imaller, and this
not being obferved by fome, hindreth their
fport , and they impute their want of fuc-
cefs to the want of the right Fly, when
pechaps they have it , but made too
large.

Dire&ions  * 1. If the water be clear and low,
upon the then ufe a fmall bodied Fly with flender

water,al
- #3.colour,

wings.

2. When the water beginneth to clear
after rain, and is of a brownith colour,
 then a red or Orenge Fly.

' : 3. If
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3. 1f the day be clear, then alight-
«coloured ‘Fly, with flender body and
wings. o
4. Indark weather as well as dark wa-

ters, your Fly muft be dark.

" 5. If the water be of a2 Whey-colour
or whitith, then ufe a black or brown Fly :
yet thefe five lat Rules do not al-
ways hold , for there is no general but
admits of particular exceptions, though
ufually in clearelt mountainous or hilly
Rivers they do, or elfe 1 had altogether
omitted them.

6. When you Angle with an artificial
- Fly, your Line may be twice the length of

our Rod, except the River be much cum-

red with wood and trees.

7. For every fort of Fly have three, one
of a lighter celour, 3nother fadder than the
natural Fly, and a third of the exa& colour
with the Fly, to fute all watersand wea-
thers as before. , '

8. I could never finde ( by any ex-
“perietce of mine own or other mens

obfervation ) thac Fith would freely and
eagerly rife at the artificial Fly,in any flow

muddy River; by muddy Rivers Imean -

fuch Rivers, whofe bottom or ground
is flime or mud: for fuch as are mud-

ded by rain (as I havealready, and fhall
S after-

‘”' '
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afterwards further thew ) at_fome times
and (cafons I would choofe toangle, yes
in fanding Meers or Loughs I have known
them . (ina good wind ) to rife very well,
butnotfoin {limy Rivers, either #eever
ir Ch:fiare, or Sew-in Seaffordbire, cre.
and others in Warwiskfbire, and Blacke
water in Vlffer 3 in-the laft, after many
trials, I-could mever find ( thoughin its
b:ft freams ) slmoft any fport, fave atits
influx into Lowgh Neawgh, but there the
working of the Lowgh makes it fandy ;
and they will bite alio neac Tome Shanes
Cattle, Mowntjoy, Antrim,dre. even to
admiration ; yetfometimes they will rife
in that River zlitcle, butnot-comparable
to what they will do in every lietle Lough,
in any fmall gabe of wind: And though
I have often reafoned inmyown thoughts
to fearch out the true caufe of this, yet I
* could pever fo fully fatishe my own judg«
meut, {o as to conclude any thing pofi-
tively ;. yet have takenup thefe two enfu-
ing particulars as moft probable.
Two con- . I did conceive the. depth of the
je@ures  Loughs might hinder the force of the Sun
X{'.'" Filh' beams from operating upon , or heatin
el mp the mud , - which in thofe Rivers ( though
artificial  9¢ep, yet notfo deep. by much as’ the
Fiyinfli- Loughs) I apprehend itdoth, becanfe in
my Rlvets. . .- grcat
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great droughts fith bite buc litrle in any
River, but nothingat all“in {limy Rivers,
in regard the mud is not cooled by the
conftant and {wif: motion «.t the River, as
in gravelly or fandy Rivers, where (in
fit feafons ) they rife moft frecly, and
bite moft eagerly, fave as before in

ay

droughts, notwithftanding at thac feafon

fome fportmay be had, (thoughnot with
the fly) whereas nothing at all will be
done inmuddy {low Rivers. ,

2. My fecond fuppofition was, Whe-
ther (according to that old received

. Axiom, [wo gueque. fimilima calo ) the -

fith might not partake of the nature of the
River , in which they are bred and live,
as we fec in men born in fenny, bogey,
‘low, mcift grounds, and thick air, who
ordinarily want that prefent quicknefs, vi-
vacity and a&tivity of body and mind,
which perfons born in dry, hilly, fandy
~ Soils and clear Air, are ufually endued
withal: And fo the fith participating of
the nature of the muddy River, whichare
ever flow, ( for if they were {wift, the
fliream would cleanfe them from all mud)

are not fo quick, lively, and ative, as -

thofe bred in iwit, fandy, or ftony Rivers,
and fo coming to the fly with more deli-

beration, difcern the fame to-be countera,
: . ’ fcit’
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feit, and forfake it ; whereas onthe con-

triry, in ftony, fandy, {wift Rivers ( being

more cold ) the fith are more a&tive, and
. fo more hungry and eager, the fiream and

* hand keeping the flic in continual mo-
tion, they {nap the fame up, without any
paufe, left fo defirable 2 morfel efcape
them. ' ;

13. You.muft have 2 very quick eye,

/ a nimble rod and hand, and Rrike with the |

rifing of the fith, or he conftantly finds his

‘miftake, and putrteth out the hook again:

1 could never (my eye-fight being weak )

difcern perfe@ly where my fly was, the

wind and fiream carrying itfo to and a-

gain, that the Line was never any certain

dire&ion or guide to me ; but if I faw
any fith rife, Lufe to frike if I difcern-
ed itmight be within the length of my

Line. :

14. Be fure in cafting that your fly
fall firt into the water, if the Line fall
firR, ic fcareth the fith, therefore draw it
back, and caft again, that the fly may fall
firt, Whenyou Angle in flow Rivers or
fitl places with the artificial fly, cait your
fly over crofs the River, and let it fink a
letle in the water, and draw him gently

- back again, fo as you break not the water,
or raife any circles or motion in the water,

o and

'
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and let the current of the River. carry )
the fly gently down with the fiream,
and thisway I have found the beft fport
in flow muddy Rivers with the artifi-
cial Fly. - .

The beft way to angle with the {'ad- How te
bais, is to fith with it on the top of the wa- Asgle
ter as you do with the Fly j it muft ftand with the
upon the fhank of the Hook, as doth the “f‘“’"’"
artificial Fly, (if it come into the bent -
of the Hook, the Fith will lictle or notac
all valueit, hor if you pull the blue gus
outofit) andtomake it keep that place,
you muft; when you fet on your Hook fa-
flen a Horfe.hair or two under the filk,
with the ends ftanding a very little out
from under the filk, and pointing towards
the Linc, and-this will E:cp itfrom fli-
dingback into the bent : and thus ufed it
is a moft excellent Bait fora Trose. You
may if you pleafe place afmall {lender
Lead upon the fhank of your Hook to fink
the Bait where the River is not violently
{wift, and draw the Cadbait over the Lead,
y ou may make one the head of black filk,
and the body of yellow wax; this you
muft be often raifing from the bottom ,
andfoletitfink again, = :

You may imitate the Cadbait,by ma-
king the body of Shammy, the head bl}cl.l;

i
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filk. Ina muddy water the Trout will not
take the Cacbait, you muft therefore only

" ufe himinclear waters.

I miight here infert feveral forts of flies,

and So:ls, dnd alio'becaufe though I name

fwell this imall piece beyond my intended

- concifeneis ; and 1 fuppofe the former di-
. re&ions, (which are eafic and fhort ) if
- rightly oberved, are foll enough and fuffi-

cient for making and finding out all forts
of flies in all Rivers. I-(hall only add,
that the Sel/mow flics muft be- made with
Wings ftanding one behind the otber,

you can choofe ; the Wings I mean chicf.
Iy, if not altogether, with long tailes
add wings. ' : ‘

~ CHADP,

. with the coldurs that are ufed to make
. them; but tor the reafons before given,
" that thei"colours alter in feveral Rivers |

i the colours, yetits noteafie to choofe that
" colour by any defcription, except {o large-
~ 1y performed as would be ovgr-large, and

‘Whether two or four; alfo he deliches
- in th: moft gaudy. and orient colours
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CHAP. 1V. |
Of Angling at the Growed.

Ow.we are come to the fecond fort Grounds
.\ of Angling, (2iz.) Under the wa.20ling.
ter, which if ic be with the ground-Line
for the Trose, then you muft not ufe any
“flote acall, anly a Plumb of Lead, which/
I would with might bea fmall Bullet, thci
better to rowl on the ground ; and it muft
alio be lighter or heavier, as the ﬁrcam{ ‘
runneth fwift or {low, and you muft place
it about nine Inches or a foot from the\
Hook ; the Lead muft rum upon the
ground, andyou muft keep your Line as
fireight as poffible; yet by no means fo
as to raife the Lead from the ground, but.
. do not over-lead your Line by any means,
and if you angle among@t Weeds, place
your Lead upon the (hank of the hook, it/
will not be fo apt to intangle upon them :
your top muft be very gentle, that the
fith may more eafily, and ( to himfelf)
~ infenfibly run away with the Bait, and not
be fcared with the Riffoefs of the Rods .
and if yeu make your top of Blackthorn }
and Whalebone ag 1 before dire&ted, it
will conduce much to this purpofe: N:i-
o ther
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ther muft you @rike fofoon as yeu feef the
Fith bite, but flack your Line (alitcle )
* that fo he may more fecurely fwallow the
Bait and hook himfelf,which he will fome-
times do, efpecially if he be agood one;
however the leaft jerk hooks him, and in-
/'deed-you can fcarce firike tod edfily. Your
Tackle muft be very fine and flender, and
fo you will have more fport than if you had

- ftrong Lines, ( which fright the Fith ) but

the flender Line is eafily broke with a fmall
_jerk. If you ufea Line much longer than
/ your Rod, and fith with a2 Garden-worm
without float or lead, drawing the fame up
and down the ftream as you do the Cad-
‘bait, you will take more Trowts than with

\Lead , chiefly if the day be clear. The

Morning and Evening are beft for the
ground-Line fora Trostin clear weather
and water, but in cloudy weather or mud-
gy water, you may Angleat ground all
: )LSr.eat Fith' (efpecially Trowts ) feed
mof} in the Night if it be dark, for they
are Very wary and circumfpe& to avoid
danger whileft they are gathering their
food ; (-as generally all wild Creatures
are ) and know the times and feafons moft
fit for them to feed, and when they may
‘mott fecurely range abroad , even as th:
s Buc

.~¢1
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Buck when in feafon and fat, lodgeth all
day and grazeth.in the Night, for the
greater Trouts are moft bold and eager in
the darke® Nights, and then they bite not
the next Day enfuing, exceptit prove dark
and windy, and ooly then a littlein the
Afternoon.

2. You may;alfo' in the'Night angle for Night

the Trout with two ¢reat. Garden-worms,
hanging' as equally in length as you can
place them on your hook ; caft them from
youas you would caft the Fly; and draw
them to you again upon the top of the wa-
ter, and fuffer them not to fink ; there-
fore you muft ufe no Lead this way of Ap-
~ gling : you may hear the Fifh rife, give
. fometime for him to gorge your Bait, as
at the ground, then ftrike gently. If he
will not take them. at the top, add fome
Lead, and try at the ground, as in the day-
time when you feel him bite, order your
felf as in day angling at the ground:
Ufually the beft Tromes bite in the Night,
and will rife in the fill Deeps, but not or-
dinarily in the fiream. Or you may ufe a

black Snail, or with a little black Velvet

may counterfeit one, this is an excellent
way for a Trowt in the Night, as the Snail
is for a.Chub allo carly in the Morn-
- ing. . ‘ :

D 3. You

33
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Angling 3. You may angle allo witha Aenow
forthe  for the Trene, which you mut put on your
Trout with ho0k thus ; Firft, put your hook through
3 Menos 1he wery point of his lower Chap, and draw

it quite through, then put your hook in at

~ his mouth, and bring the point to his tail ,
~ then draw your line freight, and it will
_ bring him into a round compafs, and clofe

* hiis mouth that no water get in, which you
muft avoid,or you may fitch up his mouth : -

Or you may (when you fet on your hook)
faten {ome briftles under the filk, leaving

~ the points above a firaws breadth and half,

- or almoft half an inch Randing out towards
the line, which will keep him from flipping
back. You may alfo imitate the Memow

as well as the flie, butit muft be done by

: an Artift with the Needle.

Thewfe  You muft alfo have a Swivel or Tutn,
‘s’i"‘i placed about 2 yard or more from your
e hook ; you need no Lead on your line, you
mutt continualy draw your bait up the

ftream neer the top of the water.
If you - If you frike alarge Trese, and (he ei-
;_m"s?h ther break hook or line, or get off, then
o pear to her hold (if you can difcover it) or
her af-  the place you firook her, fix a thort fiick in
terwards, the water,and with your Knife loofe & {mall
piece of the rind, fo as you may{ay your
linein it, and yet the bark bz clofe enough
' to
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to keep your line in that it {lip not out, for
the freatn carry it away ; bait your hook
‘witha Garden or Lobworm (let your hook
* and line be very ftirong) let the bait hang a
-foot from the ftick, then faften the other
end of your fine to fome ftick or bough in
the Bank, and within one hour youmay
bz fure of her if all your tackle hold. .
The ‘next way of Angling is with a How'to

- Trowle for the Pske, which 15 very delight- angle for
full, you may byy your Tremle ready made, the like
thejefore I fhall not trouble my felf to 7.

-defcribe it, only let it have a winch to wind 3pd feve-
itup withall, For this kind of Fifh your ral othet
tackle muft be firong, your Rod muft not wayes:
b= very {lender at the top, where you muft

- place a fmall flender ring for your line to

run through, let your line be filk at Jeatt

" two yards next the- hook, and the re@ of

- ftrong Shoomakers thred, your hook don-

ble,and ftrongly armed with wite for above

a foot, then with a probe or needle you

muft draw the wire in at the fithes mouth

and out at the tail, that (o the hook may lie

in the mouth of the fith,and both the poirts

on either fide 3 upon the (hank of the hook

falten fome lead vety fmooth, thatitgo

into the fithes mouth and fink her with the

head downward, as though (he had been

. playing onths topof the water,and werg

S Da2 returning

-
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returning to the bottom 3 your bait may
be fmall Roch, Dace, Gudgeon, Loch, or
a frog fometimes : your hook thus baited,

you rhuft tye the tail of the fith elofe and -

fatt to the wire, or elfe withdrawing to and
again the fith will rend off the hook, or

‘which I judge neater with a needle and
ftrong thred, fitch through the fith on -
~ either fide the wire and tie it very faft:
‘all being thus fitted , cal your fith up and

down in fuch places as you know Pikes fre-
quent, obferving fill that he fink fqme
depth before you pull him up again. When
the Pike cometh (if it be notfunk deep)
you may fee the water move, at leaft you
may feel him, then flack your line and give
him Iength enough to run away to his hould,
whether he will go direétly , and there
pouch it, ever beginning (as you may ob-
ferve) with the head fwallowing that firft,
thus let him Iye untill you fee the line move
in the water, and then you may certainly
conclude he hath' pouched your bait, and
rangeth abread for more, then with your
trowl wind up your line till you think you
have it almoft ftreight, then with' a fmart
jetk hook him, and make your pleafure to
your content, Some ufe no Rod at all, but
hould the line on links on their hand, ufing
lead and float : others ue a very great

' book
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hook with the hook at the tail of the Fifh,
and when the Pike cometh,then they ftrike
atthe fir pull; others ufe to put a ftrong
ftring or thred in at the mouth of the bait
and outat one of the gills, and {o over the
head and inat the other gill, and {o tye the
bait to the hook., leavinga little length of
the thred or Rring betwixt the Fifh and the
hook ; that fo the Pike may turn the head
of the bait the better to {wallow it, and
then as before, after (ome paufe firike.
Some ufe to tye the bait-hook and line ro
a bladder or bundle of flags or bull-rufhes,
" faftning the line very gently in the cleftof
a fmall flick, tohold the bait from fink-
ing more then (its allowed length) halfa
ard,’ and the fick muft be faftned to the
ladder or flags, to which the line being
tyed that it may eafily unfold -and runto
its length, and fo give the Pike liberty to
run away with the bait, and by the bladder«
or flags recover their line again, You
muft obferve this way to turn off your bait
with the wind or ftream, that they may
carry itaway, or fome ufe (for more (port,
if the Pike be a greatone) to tye thefare
to the foot of agoofe, which the Pike (if
large) will fometime pull under the wa-
ter. : ‘
When you fith for the Pike at Snap, you
D3 muft
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muft give him leave to runalistle, then
frike,but be fure ftrike thz contrary way to
that which he runneth: Adouble {pring hook
I conceive principally, if notonlyuteful in
this way of angling,and much to be prefer-
red before all other hooks ; for the Pike
will ufually hold the bait {o faftin his teeth
that you may fail to pull it out of his
mouth, and alio ftrike him ; whereas with
a {pring hook, though he hold it never fo
falt, the wire will draw through the bait,
and fo the {pting willopen, and you will
very freouently hook him on the outfide of
his mouth. Iam opinionated, that angling
with th= Trowle isa{urer, atleatt 2 more
eafic way for a learner to pra&ice (who
wants an inftru&er) than-the Snap ; befide,
1 judge the fnap chiefly ufeful to take a
Pike, which often pricking with the
Trowle hath made ‘wary and cunning (for

- eone that hath not been {cared, will (wallow

your bait boldly) fuch 2 oneis be® taken

. at Snap: thisway of angling put on your

bait thus, make a hole witl the point of
your hook or probe in the' fithes fide 2s
ngar the middle as you can, put in yoor
armed wire, and draw it out at the mcuth,
and with 2 needle and thred few up the
fithes mouth. Others ufe the probe-
draw the arming wire under the skin anly

-
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" (not the ribsby any means) and out at the
bonz behind the gills, then again under the
the gills, and out at the mouth’; this lattere
way [ approve as much the better, becaufe
therg is only the skin to hinder the drawing
and piercing of the hook, whereas the for-
mer way, if the Pike held falt (as com-
monly he doth) all the fiz(h on the outfide
of the fith_will be drawn inta a heap ot
lump fa thick, that thehook (except very
- Jarge) can hardly reach throughit to pierce
the Pikgs chaps. o

1. After he hath taken your bait, if he
move flowly, and make noflop, give him
time, and you will feldom mifs him. \

2. Orif he lyefill after he hath taken
the bait (as fomtimes he will) gently meve
your hand to try which way his head lyath,
if youy cannot difcover that, then frike
dire&ly upwards,otherwile we may(inftead
of hooking him) pluck the bait out of his .
mouth. . .

3. If hetake it upon the top of the war
ter and lye Rill,you fee which way his head
Jyeth, and may order your (elf accordingly.

4. Obferve that at the Snap your tackle
muft be much ftronger then for the Trowl,
in regard you muft ftrike much mare force-

bly. o .
5. At fnap you muft give wwo [ufty
D 4 jerks.



R e TR R LR T S e S e A T T Y.

40

 The Experienc'd Angler =
jetks one after the other, and be fure you
ever ftrike contrary to the way his head ly-
"eth, leaft you pull the bait from him only.’
6. Faften your {wivel to the end of your

- Line, and hook your armed wire upon the

fwivel. o

7. For the Snap , caft a piece of lead
hollow and fo wide as to go over the wire,
and the end of -the hook which you draw
within the Fithes mouth,-let it Iye there
to fink his head downward, make it fo
rough that it Qip not out, orfew up the
fithes mouth ; 1 like this way much better
than to place the lead upon the line (as
fome ufe) for the lead will often flip fur-
ther, and alfo entangle the bait and line
together.

8. Both with Trowle and at Snap,clofe at
the gills cut away one of the finns, and
alfo behind the vent another on the contra-
ry fide, the bait will play the better.

9. In ca@ing with trowling, or at{nap,
be fure toraife your hand a little when you
fee the bait ready to fall into the water,
this will prevent that the bait dath not vi-
olently into the water, in its fall, which
I prefume fometimes frights the Pike
(though he be 2 bold fith) when it falls be-
bind, and near to him. o

"§o. Make your lead for the Trowle

- ’ four-

|

|
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four-fquare and much thicker and (horter
than moft ufe, the fquare will keep the
hook in the fame place you fet it, and the
thick fhort lead finks him with his head

. downward, io that he will not fhoot

{loop-wife, as he doth when the lead is

long. C N
‘11, Join your wire links together with
a fteel rigg, the bait will play and fink bet-
ter, if it lye only in the baitsmouth, it
will not entangle in the line fo often.

12. A larger bait doth more invite the
Pike, butthe lefler takes him more furely,
as fooneft gorged, and the hook certainly
taken into his mouth both at Snap and
Trowle. :

- 13. Ufe a large white Mengw puton
with the hook ip his mouth,angle with him
for a Pike, as youdo for a Trest, andlet
your hook be fmall, ufe nota great hook
witha fmall bait.

How to sfc the Menow for a Pike.

Get a fingle hook {lender and long in
* the fhank, let it refemble the thapeof a-
Sheepherd’s crook, put lead upon it, as
thick near the bentas will go into the Ade-"
nows mouth, place the point of the hook
- dire&ly up the face of the fith, let I{h:l
: o

—
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Rod be. as long as you can handfomely
manage, with a line of the fame length,
ca} up and. down, and manage it as whea
you trowle with any other bait; if when
the Pike hath taken your bait he run to the
end ,of the line before he hath gorgedit,
do not ftrike but hold Rill only, and he
will return back and fmallow it : but if you
ufe that Bait with a Trowl, Irather prefes
A it before any other Bait that 1know.
Angling. . In the Moneths of June and Fuly, a fort
for Raches Of @xgeeding large and very excellent
at Londgz- Roches, haunt about London- Bridge (in
Bridge. . other Moneths none of that fort are there
to be found ) und they Angle for them
.. with this Bait and in the manner following,
wiz. They take a firang-Cord, -at the end
/ - of it they falten a Weight of Lead, about
- two or three peunds weighr then about
~ foot above the Lead they make a Packthred
of ten or twelve fathom long falt to the
Cord, and unto the Packthred, ( at due
diftances). they make te of twelve Grong
links of hair with Roch-hooks at them,
baited: with a Periwinckle, which they.ga-
- her -in the Thames in thells, they breake
ghe (hells, and take the Periwinckle whole,
-~ (for if brokenits fpoiled ) and. that part
which Bicks to- the (hell they cut off from
$he Fifh and leave it Ricking to the thell,
Lol Co and -
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and bait their- Hooks with the gther, (I

fuppole a {mall white Snail mayferve -in -

want of a Periwinckle, it's hke it) and
holding the tirang Cord intheir hands, the
biting of the Fith draweth. the Pagkthred,
and that the Cerd, whereby they; fecl the
Fithes biting, and fo erder themielyes ac.
cording as their own judgments.ditate,
and fometimes.. draw up two.,. three, or
morz Roachesat once.

43

There are two ways of ﬁlﬁin;g;ﬁ;flel:, Brogling
proper and peculiar to that Fith alone ; for Eels.

the ficft is termed by fomre, Brogling for
iEe/s, which is_thus, Takea fhort {trong
Rod, and exceeding ftrong Line, witha
li:tle compadfed but firong Hook , which
you muft bait with a large well fcoured
Red-worm, then place the end of the
Hook very eafily in the cleft of 3 (ick, that
it may very cafily {lip out ; with this fick
and hook thus baited, {earch for holes un-
der flones, Timber, Roots, or. sbont
Floud-gates ; if there be a good &¢, give
her time and {le will -take it, but be fure
the hath gorgedit, and then you may con-
clude; if your Tackling or hold fail nat, fhe
is your own. - :

-~ Ttie other way is. called ?auiug for Bobbing
Eels, whichis thus ; Take the largeft Gar. for B¢l

den-worms, fcour them well, and witha:
AR ° Needle
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Needle run a very ftrong thred or filk
through them from end to end, take fo ma-
ny as that at laft you may wrap them about
2 Board ( for your hand will be too par-
row) a’'dozen times at leaft, then tye
them fak with the two endf of the thred
or filk , that they may hang in fo many
long bouts or hanks, then fatten all to 2
firong Cord, and fomething more than 2
handful above the Worms faften a plumb
of Lead of about three quarters of a
pound, and then make your Cord fure
to a long and ftrong Pole; with thefe
Worms thus ordered you muft fith in
a muddy water, and you will feel the

Eels tugg frongly at them; when you

think they have {wallowed them as far

|

as they can , gently draw up your Worms -

and fels, and when you have them
near the top of the water, hoift them a-
main to land; and thus you may take
three or four at once, and good ones if
there be flore. : A
But before I proceed to give you
each fort of Bait for every kinde of
Fith, give me leave to add a2 few
. Cautions and dire&tions for the ground-
- Line and Angling, as I did for the na-
“tural and artificial Fly, andfo we fhall

\go on,
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(1, When you Angle at ground, keep Diretions
 your Line as (treight as poffible, {uffering in Angling
i none of it to liein the water, becaufe it 3¢
t hindereth the nimble jerk of the Rod;
 but if (as fometimesit will happen ) you
i cannot avoid, but fome little will lic in the
: water, yet keep it in-the fiream above
- your flote, by no means below it.
: © 2, When you Angle at ground for
' fmall Fifh, put two Hooks to your Line
- faftned together thus ; Lay the two Hooks
- together, then draw the one {horter than
. the other by nine.Inches, this caufeth
 the other end te over-reach as much as
- that is fhorter at the Hooks, then turn that
'~ end back to make a bought or houte, and
with a water-knot (in which you muft
~ make both the links to faften ) tie} them
~ fo as both links may hang clofe - toge-
- ther, and not come out at both ends of
. the knot ; upon that link which bangeth
- longeft, faliem your Lead near a foot
above the Hook , put upon your Hooks
two different Baits, and fo you may try
( with more eafe and lefs time) what Bait -
the Fifh love beft : and alfo very often
(asI havedone) take two Fifh atonce
withone Rod: You have alfo by this Ex-
periment one Bait for fuch as feed clofe
upon the ground,as Gudgem,Flmndcr,é‘cé
: ' an
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and another for fuch as feed a little highe,
as Roch, Dace, ¢re. o
3. When you Angle at ground for the
Salmon, put three or four Lob-worms well
fcowred on your Hook at once, and -o:a

your felf as when you Angle at ground fa

& Trons. : Lo
4. Some ufe tolead their Lines heavi-

1y, and to' fet their Cork about a foot ot

more from the end of the Rod, with a lit-
tle Lead to buoy it up, and thus in violent
fwift (ktcams:they avoid the offence of
flote, ant yet perfely difcern the biting

of the Rifhi, and fo order themtelves ac-

cordingly ; but this hath its inconveni.

- ence, (i, ) The lying of the Line in the

water. o
5. Giveall Fi(h time to gorge the bait,

~ andbe not over-hafty, except you Angle

with fuch tender baits as will not endure
nibbling at, but mul uponevery touch be
ftruck at ( as Sheeps-bloud, Flies, which

. are taken away at the firR pull of the Fi(h)

and therefore inforce you at the firft

* touch to try your fortune.

Now we are to {peak next of Baits

wherein I thall obferve this method ; firft,
to name the Fifh, then the Baits (accord-

‘ingas my Experi¢nee hath proved them )

grateful

“more particularly proper for every Fith, -
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grateful to the Fifth, and to place them as
near as I can in fuch order as they come in
feafon, though many of them arein feafon
at one inflantof time, and equallygood.
I would not be underftood, as if when a
new Bait cometh in, the old one were an-
tiquated and ufelefs: for I know the
Worm lafleth all the year, Fly all Sum-
mer, one fort of bob all Winter, the o-
ther under Cow-dung in Fuscard Fuly;
but I intimate that fome are found when
othersare not in rerwm natwra.

CHAP. V.

OF ll forts of Baits for each kind of Fift,
and bow 10 find and keep shews, \

1. J He Salnson taketh the artificial Fly g g0
A very well,but you muft ufe a Trowl the Sai-

( as for the Pike) or he being a ftrong Fi(h men.

- will hazard your Line, except you give him

length ; his Flies muft be much larger

than you ufe for other Fifh, the Wings

very long (two or four ) behind one an- -

other, with very long tails; his chiefet

ground-bait a great Garden or Lob worm,

be fpawneth about <Michac/mas : when

you ftrike him he ufually falleth to 'plungg
: ' an



hold in

Tie Expersenc a Angler &
and leap, but dota not ordinarily endea-
vour to run to theend of the Line as the
Trout will ; young Salmonsunder a quar-
ter of a yard long, have tender mouths, fo

ng  ag they are apt to break their hold : to ob-

viate which inconvenience, I have known
fome thatufe to faiten two hooks together,
in like manner as fome double Pike hooks
lately ufed in Trowling are made, not with
the points oppofite to one another, but a-
bout a quarter of a Circle from each other,
and on them they make their Fly, that if
one Hook break hold, the other may
not fail,

2. The

P
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2. The Trout takes all forts of Worms,
efpecially Brandiing. ; all forts of Flies,
Meénow young Frogs, Marfhworm, Deck=
worm, Flag-worm ; all {orts of Cadbasi ,
Bob, Palmers, Caterpillars, Gentles, Wafps,
Hornets, Dores, Bees, Grafhoppers, Can-

 kers, and Bark-worm; h:'is a ravenous
; greedy Fith, and loveth a large Bait at
-~ ground, dnd you muft fic him according-

ly : to that end take two large Gardén-
worms Well {cowred, ‘cut them into equal
halves, put them on your Hook, this is &

. véry gcod Bait. -

. dows in the Morning in calm weather ;

Whenyou Angle with a Grafbopper fot
T#omwt or Grasling , you muft Lead your
Hook upon the thank with a very flender
plate of Ledd made darroweft & flenderef®
at the bent of the Hook, that the Bait may
the better corhie overiit ; let the Grafhopper
be a large one, then draw him over the
Lead, after put a leffer or a Cadbare on the
point, and keep your Bait in continual mo-.
tion; lifting it up,and finking again,pull off

49

the Gm[bgg:r: uppermoft Wings: In - -
n

March,and beginning of April, ufe the
Tagtail,which 18 2 Worm much of the co--

lour of a mans hand, with a yellow tagg -

ofi his rtait -about halfan Inch long, you

may find them in Marled lands and Med-

. Dot
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- that may entangle or
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not cold, or after a fhower.

* The Trout (pawneth about Michaelmu,
he is a very nimble quick Fifh, and will
ftrive long and vigoroufly for his life, will
run amongft Weeds, Roots, or any thing

break your Line, ™

3. The Umber is generally taken with
the fame Baits as the Trowt, efpecially

- Fhes, Cadbait, Barkworms, and Palmers,
artificial or natwral Flies or Palmers : He

often at the fame Fly, if you prick him
fot. .

" isan eager Fifh, biteth freely, and wilt rife

* The Umsber isa very nimble Fi¢h, hath °

a very tender mouth, fo that he is moft
ufually loft by breaking his hould, which

" to prevent make tryal of that way before

direted for taking young Sa/mons.

e 0. 4 B
Pyt W

e The -
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. The Barbel bites beft at gret red.
- Worms well. fcowted i Mo, 3t Chesfe
and feveral forts of Paftes, and Gentles ;
he fpawns in April, is a wary f{ubtile
~ firong Fifh , will fruggle long , and ex-
* cept you managé him dextroufly, or that
- your Line be very ftrong, he wilj endanger
to break it: g .

’

. The Péarchis a very ravenous Fifh,
and biteth boldly and freely; he taketh alf
forts of Earth-worms , efpecially Braxd-
dings and Lobworns, » if well fcoured ,

Bobs , Okeworms | Gentles, Cadbair,

Wafps, Dores, Menow, Colewort-worms, -~
‘and often any Bait {ave the Fly: He
PR E z . fpawnets
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fpawneth in Fobruary or March, andif:
large frong Fifh, will contend long aud
hard for his life. ‘ :
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. 4.Carpand Tenchlovethe largeft red
W orms, the Tench efpecially,if they fmell
much of Tar; to which end " you™ may
fome (mall time before you ufe them, take
fo many as you will ufe ac that time, and

put them by themfelvesin a little Tar, but -

iet them not lie long, left it kill them ;
Pafte alo of all forts made with ftrong-

| fented Oyls , Tar., Bread-grain boyled

foft, Cadbait, Gentles, Mar{h-worm,Flag~
| worm, efpecially feed muchand often for
thefe Fifh. Carp fpawneth in Aay and
Jnne ufually ; and if when you frike him
you do not give him play, he will break
all: heisafrong Fifh, will frugelelong
and floutly. T

53
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. 4. The Piké taketh all forts of Baits,
(fave the Fly) Gudgeon, Rochesy Dace,
Loaches , young, Fregs. in Summer, or 1
Smaelt if frefh and fweet, and well faftned |
on. the Hook, for itis % tender Fith, and |
will (ifnot carefully ordered) quickly
break in pieces, but Ihavenot known this |
Bajtufed higher then whereit doth ebb and

- flow 5. yet. higher then the falt-water
- floweth I have feen it prad&ifed with good
fuccefs. ' o -

A young Pickgrel ot Parial Facenor
Tromt, is as Eood 2 Bait to trowl with as
you can ufg: you may halter him thus;
Faften a.ftropg Line with -a.friare dtthe
end of'it to the Pole, which if you go cir-
cumfpedtly to work, he will permit you to
putitover hishead, and then you muft by

. firength hoift him toland: He fpawns in
February the latter end, or in < March.
He is a ftrong bold Fifh, and a ravenous
gager biter, will Rruggle long and frongly.
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. M, Eels, take great red Worms, Beef,
- Walps, Guts of Fowls, and Menow : bait
INight-hooks for him with {mall Roches,
~ the Hook muft lie in the mouth of the Fith,
| a};‘ t;ot the Pike; this way takes the geeatett

- 7. The Gadgeon and Bleak, take ‘the
 fmalle® red worms, (adbaiz, Gentles,
. Wafpe, he fpawneth about the beginning of
. e May. The Bleak takes the natural or ar-

[tificial Fly, efpeciallyin the Evening,

" - The Raff taketh the fame Baits as the
Pearch , {ave that you muft have fefler
Worms, he bsing ¢ (maller Fith, _
c Eg4 8. Roch
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Pere or Humble-Bee, when his legs and

The Experienc'd Angler =

8. Roch and Dace, {mall worms, Cad-
bair , Flies, Bobs, Sheeps bloud, fmall
white Snails, allforts of worms bred on
herbs or trees, Pafte, wafps, Gnats, Cher-
ries and Lipberrics: the Dace-or Dare
doth {pawn about the middle of Adarch,
and the Roch about the middle of Adey;
they are very eafily taken and withlicetle
trouble. v

The Bleak is an eager fifh, and takes the
fame baits as. the Roch, only they muft be
lefs: you may angle for him with as ma-
ny hooks onyour line at once; as you can
conveniently faften on it,

Q. Cheven, all forts of earth worms,

- Bab, Mengw, Flies of all forts, Cadbait,

all forts .of worms bred on herbs and
trees, efpecially O<k-worms, young Frogs,
Cherries, Wafps, Dares, Bees, Crafhopper at
the top of the water, Cheefe, grain, Lee-
tles, a great brown Flie that lives on the
Qak like a Scarabee, black Smails, their
bellies flic that the white appear; he lo-
yeth a latge bait, as a #Wafpe,Colwort-worm,
and then 2 wafpe altogether.  The Chevin
loveth to have feveral flies, and of divers
forts atonce on the hook ; he loveth alfo
to bave feveral forts of baits at one time
on the hook together ;' as a #afpe, a young

wings
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wings are a little grown forth, or a Flica -

Cadbait or Oak-worms together ; or the
worm bred on a Crab-tree, with ohe or
more of the other baits. The Pith or
_Marrow in the bone of an Oxe back, take
it out carefully, and be very tender in take-
ing off the tough outward skins, but be
fure you leave the inward and tender white
skin fafe and untouched, or your labour is
Ioft : this isan excellent bait for a Chevin
all winter long. The Chevin fpawnethin
- March, is a ttrong filh but not very a&tive,
for after one or two turns he prefently
yieldeth, if he be a very large one: but
the lefler, which are about a foot or four-
_teen inches long, will more endanger your
line than one. of twenty inches or more ;
for he will firive longer, ' '

A RN

.
PR

Wy,
&
)

g

57



58

The Experienc’'d Angler 3
11. Bream loveth, red Worms, efpe-
cially thoie thatate got at the root of a
great Dock, it liethwrapped upin 2 knot
ot round Clue ; Paffe, Flag-wormsyWafps,
Green-flies, Buster-flies, a Grafhopper his

- Iegs cut off ; he fpawnethin Fune or be-

ginning of Fuly, is eafily taken, for after
one or two gentle turns, he fallethupon
OBI? fide , and fo is drawn to land with
“eafe. o ‘ :
“"12. Flownder, Shad , Suant, Thwait,

. and Mutet, love red Worms of all forts, .

Wafps and Gentles. -

As for the Menow, Loach,Bulbead, ot
Millers-thumb, being ufually Childrens
recreationy I once propofed to have .o+
mitted them wholly, but confidering they
often are baits for better Fith, as Trowt,
Pike, Eél, . Neither could this Dif-

courfe be general if they were omitted ;
and though I (hould wave mentioning

them, yet I cannot forget them, who have

. fooftenvexed me with their unwelcome

eagentefs, for the Menow will have a part
in the play if you come where he is, W ich
is almoft every where, you need not feck
him: I ufe to find him oftner thanI de-
fire, only'deep @ill places he leaft fre-
quents of any, and is not over-cutious in
his baits, any thing will ferve that he can
' (P © - fwallow,
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fwvallow, and he will Rrain hard for what
he cannot gorge 3 but chicfly loveth fmal-
Yeft red Worms, Cadbast, Worms brcd on
Herbsor Treu, and Wufp:.

1
ik

- 'The Loach and Bulbead are much of
the fame diet, but their prmcnpal bait is
{malleft red Worms.
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Several
forts of

Paftes.

"‘Tég Experienc'd Angler :
Haviog fpoken before of Paftes, I
fhall now (hew you how to make the
fame; and though'there be as many kinds
as men have fancies, yet I eficem thefe
beft.
1. Take the tenderet partof theleg

.of a2 young Rabbet, Whelp or Catling,

as much Virgins wax and Sheeps Suet

- beat them in 3 Morter till they be per-

o fellly incorporated, then with a httle

.. clarified Honey temper them before the

Fireinto a Pafie.
2. -Sheeps Kidney Suet,as much Cheefe,

fine Flower or. Manchet, make it into 2,
Pafte,foften it with clarified Honey.

3-_Sheeps bloud, Cheete, fine Manchet,

\clatiﬁcd Honey, make all into a Pafte.

4. Cherries, Sheeps bloud, Saftron, and -
fine Manchet, make allinto 2 Pafte,

5. Take the fatteft oldeft Cheefe and
the ftrongeft of the rennet you can get,
fine Wheat flower, and Apnifeed water
(and if you make it for a Chubadd fome

zeiffed bacon ). beat altexceeding wellin- -

toaPafte; : s
6. Take the: fatte} old Chégfe and
Brongeft of the rennet, Mutton Kidney
Suet, and Turmerick, reduced into a fine

‘powder, work all together.inta 3 Pafle,

and add of the Turmetick untill the Pafte
Lol ~ become
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become a very Yovely yellow colour; this
is excellent for Chevin.

In September and all Winter, whenyou |

angle for Chwb, and large fith, as Carp,
Bream, &rc. with Pafte, you mut make
your bait as large as 2 good Nutmeg.

You may add to any Pafte Cocnins Indie,
Affa fotida, Oyle of Polipsdy of the
Oak,, of Lignum vite, of [vie, ot the
. gum of Ivie diffolved: I judge there is

virtue in thefe Oyles, and gum efpecially,

which I would add to all Paftes I make 3
as alfo 2 little Flax to keep the Pafte that
itwafh not off the hook. -

~ CHAP. VI
Tokeep yowr Baiss.

1. PAﬁe will keep very loug, if you

put Virgin wax and clanfied Ho-
ney into it, and ftick well on the hook
if you beat Cotton.wool or Flaxintoit,
" when you make your Pafte.

2. Put your worms into 2 very good
long Mofs, whether white, red, orgreen,
I matter not; wath it well, and clenfe
it from all earth and filth,, wringit ve-
ry dry, then put your Mofs and worms

into

61
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~ into an earthen Pot, cover it clofe that

- they crawl niot out, fet it in 2 cool place ins

Summer, and in Winter in a warm place,
that the Froft kill them not ; every third
day-in Summer change your .Mofs, onece
it chie week in Wiater, the longer you
keep them beforé you ufe them, the beteer.
Clean {cowring your Worms makes them

_clearer, redder, tougher, and to live long

on the Hook; and to keep ‘colour, and
therefore more defirable to the Fith: A
little Bole- Armoniack, put to them will
much farther your defire, and fcowre them

.. inafhort time : Or you may put themall

Night in water,and they will fcowre them-
felves, but will be weak; but a few hours
in good Mofs will recover.them. But lelt
your Worms die, you may feed them with

- crums of Bread and ‘Milk, or fine Flour

and Milk, or the Yelk of an Egg and {weet
Cream coagulated over the fire, give them
slittle and often; . If you take the frongeft
fweet Wort ysu can get, (in which there
hath beenno Hops) wet yout Mofs weil
with the fame, and ovar-night put o many
Worms inte that Mofs a# yau' intend to
ufe ths next day, and I fuppofe the Fifh

“will bite the better at theth, but they mut
- bot lie over longin the Mofs thus wet, in

tegard it will mu-h fwell. themy,.and in
' tiniz
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time fpoyl them ; fometimes alfo put to
them earth caft out of 2 Grave, the newer
the Grave the better, I mean the fhorter
time the party hath been buried; you will -
find the Fifh will exceedingly cover them
after this earth, and bere you may gathes
what Gum that is, which . D. inlis Se-
eretsof Angling calleth Gamof hife. -

3. You mutt keep all other forts of
Worms with the Leaves of thefe Trees and
Herbs on which they are bred, renewing
the Leaves often in a day, andputin freth .-
for the old ones : The Boxes yon keep them
in muft have- 2 few fmall holes to.let
inaire. . - .

4. Keep Gentles or Magges with dead How tg
fleth, Beafts Livérs or Suet, cleanfe of breed
~ fcowre them in Meal or Bran which is bet- Gentless
“ter; you maybreed them by pricking a
Beafls Liver full of holes, hangit in the
Sun in Summer-time , fet an old coutfe
Batrel or fmall Firken with Clay and Bran
in it, inta which they will drop, and
cleanfe themfelvesinit. . .. .. ...
- 5. There areywo, fome fay.three ©OrtS ¢ gpei; 1ie
of Cadbait, the one bred undes.Aones that Kinds,
hie hollow in dﬁllow'-fRiv:ss of Mfmall
Brooks, in a very fine gravelly. cafe ox
husk, thefe are yellow when ripe;;- the o
ther in old Pits, Ponds, orf{low running

- c, ;‘Rngrg,"v ,

\
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Rivers or Ditches, in cafes or husks of
Straw, fticks or Rufhes, thefe are green |
when ripe ;- both are excellent fora 7 7omt,
" ufed as before is dire&ed, and for moft forts ‘
of fmall Fith. Thegreen fort, whichis
“Bred in Pits, Ponds or Ditches, may be
found in March before the other yellow
ones come in; the other yellow ones
come in feafon with May or the endof
April, and go outin Fuly : a fecond fore,
but fmaller, come in againin Augsf?.
Cadbaite. 6, Cadbait cannot endure the wind ant
cold, therefore keep them in a thick wool-
len Bag, with fome Gravel among(t them,
wet them once a day at leaft if in the houfe,
but often in the hot weather ; when you
carry them forth, fill the bag full of water,
then hold the mouth clofe, that they drop
notout, and fo let the water run from
them ; I have thus kept them three weeks
Or you may put them into an earthen Pot
full of water, with fome Gravel at the
bottom , and take them forth into your
bag as you ufe them. _
7. Yellow Bobs ate alfo of two forts ,
the one bred in metlow light foils, and ga<
thered after the Ploughwhen the Land is
firft broken up from Grazing, and are in
feafon'in the Winter till March ;- thz other
is bred under Cowdung, hatha fed heigg

Bbi:s two
forts;
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and thefe are 'in feafonin the Summer on-.
ly: feowre them in Bran, or dry Mos, o:
Meal, :

8. The fpawn of fome Fithis a g00d Spawn of
bait, to be ufed at fuch time :s that Fifh Fifh.

fpawneth, fome diyes before they {pawn
they will bite eagerly ; if you take one
that is fall-bellied, take out the fpawn,
~ boil it fo hard as to ftick on your hook, ard
fo ufe ity or not boil itatall: the{pawn
of Salmon isbeft of all forts of fpawn.

. 9. 1 have obferved, that Chevin, Rech, The chief-
Dace, bite much better at the Osk-worms, cft way t©

(or any worm bred on herbs or trees)ufe the
Qak-worms

elpecially {f you angle with the fame (when
they (hew themfelves ) at the top of the
water, (as with. the natural flic) than if
you ufe itunder ; for I have obferved, that
when a gale -of wind (haketh the trees,
the worms fall into the water, arid prefent-
ly rife and flote on the top, where I have
feen the Fifh rife at them as at flies, which

taught me this experience ; and indeed they -

fink not, till toft and beaten by the ftream,

~and fo they dye, and lofe theit colour,and -

then the Fith (as you may fee by your ‘own
on your hook) do not much efteem them.

1o. Under the bark of an Oak, Afh, gt
Alder, and Birch efpecially, if they lie a worms,

year or more after they are fallen, you
F may

|

4
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may find & great white Worm, with a
brown head, fomething refembling 2 Dore-
Bee ot ‘Humble-Bee, this is in {cafon all

~ theyear, efpecially from Septemsber until

How to

Fune, or mid-May; the Umber covets
this bait above any,fave Flie and Cadbait :
you may alfo find this worm in the body of
a rotted Alder, if youbreakit withan Ax
or Beetle, but be caraful only to thake the
trec in pieces with beating, and cruth not
the Worm : you may alfo find him under
the bark of the Rumpof a tree,if decayed,

11. Dry your Wafps, Deres, or Bees,

~ ufe Wafps.upon 8 Tile-Rone, or inan Oven cooled

Sheeps
blood,
how to
ufe it,

How to

order

after baking, left they burn; andtoavoid
that, you muft lay them on a thin board or
chip, and cover them with another fo fop-
ported, as not to crufh them, orelfe clap
two Cakes together : this way they will
keep long, and Rick on your hook well :
If you boil them hard, they grow blackin
a few dayes.

12. Dry your Sheeps blood in the Air
upon a dry board, till it become & pretty
hard lump; then cut it into fmall pieces

- for your ufe.

. 33. When you ufe Grain, boyl it foft
in milk, or which Ilike better, in {weet
wort, and peel off .the outward rind which

. # thebran; and then i yon will,you may
fry
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fry the (amein Honey and Milk, or fome
firong fcented Oyls, as Amber, Folipody,

- Spike, vy, Tarpemsine ; for Nature, which
maketh nothing in vain, hath given the
Fifth Noftrils, and that they can(mellis
undeniable ;and,l am per(waded,are more
guided by the fenfe of {melling, than ight ;
for fometimes they will come to the float,
if any Wax be upon it, fmell at itandgo
away. We feg alio that firong (cents draw
them together ; as, put Grains, Worms,or
Snails in a bettle of Hay tye